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WFP Assistance 

 
Saving Lives, 

Reducing Malnutrition 
and Rebuilding 

Livelihoods  

 

PRRO 200719 

(Jan 2015-Dec 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6-Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

349 m 
146 m 
(42%) 

 

24.8 m 
(66%) 

 
*December 2016 – May 2017 

 
WFP aims to save lives, promote stability and achieve 

Zero Hunger in vulnerable communities throughout the 

country. The ongoing Protracted Relief and Recovery 

Operation maintains an emergency-response capacity 

(especially in northern Mali), protects people and 

promotes women’s participation. In 2016, WFP aims at 

assisting 1.1 million people through targeted 

distributions (food and cash), specialized nutritional 

products, and blanket and targeted supplementary 

feeding programmes for children and pregnant and 

nursing women. 

 
WFP is simultaneously scaling up activities to rebuild 

livelihoods and strengthen the preparedness and 

response capacity of vulnerable communities to future 

shocks. Safety net programmes target poor households 

and improve food security through food assistance for 

asset activities and school meals to support nutrition, 

education and rural development. These programmes 

are critical to safeguarding the gains made in previous 

years and ensuring the link between development and 

emergency operations. 

 
In addition, WFP is currently implementing three 

innovative pilot nutrition programmes. The Community 

Based Nutritional Health Programme in the Kayes 

Region (SNACK) takes a community based approach to 

nutritional health and addresses the critical first 1,000 

days of a child’s life, while the pilot project with 

Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) supports operational 

research on the ability of nutritional supplements to 

treat moderate acute malnutrition and prevent chronic 

malnutrition.  

 

In parallel, WFP is implementing a pilot project with 

the Aga Khan Foundation to measure the effectiveness 

of local nutrition supplements.  

The Purchase for Progress project supports the 

marketing capacities of 22 farmer’s organizations and 

over 26,000 farmers, with a strong gender component. 

The programme is not only increasing smallholder 

farmer’s productivity, income and the number of local 

regional purchases but is also reducing post-harvest 

losses.  

WFP co leads the Food Security Cluster with FAO.  

Provisions of Humanitarian 

Air Services in Mali     

 
SO 200802 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received (in 

USD) 

 

14.8 m 
13 m 
(88%) 

 

UNHAS Mali provides humanitarian air services to four 

main airports in Mali - Bamako, Mopti, Timbuktu and 

Gao - and serves secondary airstrips in Menaka. 

Flights to Kidal have been suspended following the 

damages that occurred to the newly refurbished 

airstrip during local protests.   

 

Highlights 

 WFP continued to provide seasonal assistance and 

emergency support to 150,000 food-insecure people and 

to displaced households and host communities affected 

by conflict. 

 

 A national assessment on food and nutrition security 

carried out in September 2016 reveals that 25 percent 

of the Malian population is food-insecure, of which 4 

percent is severely food-insecure. There are, however, 

large pockets of food-insecurity in Gao, Timbuktu, Mopti 

Segou and Kayes where some segments of the 

population are between 40 to 70 percent food insecure.  

 

 

 

 

Credit: WFP/Irshad Khan  
Caption: A woman working in her garden as part of 
a WFP resilience programme in Koulikoro, Mali 
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People Assisted  
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In Numbers 

36,690 internally displaced people 

135,954 refugees in neighbouring countries 

423,000 people in need of food assistance 

 

XYZ people in need of food assistance 
 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp284303.pdf
http://fscluster.org/mali
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Donors 

USA, Canada, European Union, CERF, Japan  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 The September 2016 Standardized Monitoring and 
Assessment of Relief and Transitions (SMART) survey on 

global acute malnutrition estimated that 10.6 percent of 
children suffer from acute malnutrition—which is above 
the World Health Organization’s Global Acute Malnutrition  

threshold of 10 percent and rates in Gao and Timbuktu 
region are at 14.8 and 14.3 percent, respectively. 

 In total, WFP assisted 315,605 people in November, as 
compared to 340,641 in October 2016, through food and 
voucher distributions, malnutrition treatment activities 
and resilience-building interventions. The decrease in the 

number of people assisted is related to the downscaling of 
food distribution activities at the end of the lean season. 

 While seasonal assistance ended, WFP still targeted 
150,000 people affected by conflict, flooding and facing 
high food insecurity. In addition, 30,750 children between 
6-23 months and 16,310 pregnant and nursing women 
received nutrition support to prevent malnutrition. 

Challenges 

 On 29 November, two vehicles carried out a suicide attack 

at the airport in Gao. The resulting damage forced UNHAS 
to suspend its flights between 29 November and 5 
December 2016.  

 The security situation in Kidal region and Menaka, where 

WFP had to temporarily suspend its seasonal food 
assistance, continued to be strained. Despite access 
restraints, WFP managed to provide seasonal and 
emergency food assistance and school meals to 12,210 
persons in Kidal. WFP also used cash-based transfers in 
Menaka in November, to provide life-saving food 
assistance to 14,300 people affected by the conflict.  

 According to flooding projections, river levels and flooding 
in the inland delta which extends from the Segou region 

to the outskirts of Timbuktu is expected to be the highest 
since 1964. In addition to creating displacement, this 
could have an impact on both the rain fed and recessional 

harvest in this very important agricultural region home to 
about 1.2 million people. 

Impact of Limited Funding 

 For 2016 activities, WFP received USD 56.4 million out of 
the USD 121 million required. An additional USD 24.8 

million is required to meet project needs for the next six 
months. The most critical shortfalls affect the school 
meals programme and seasonal support activities.   

Partnership 

 To showcase synergies between WFP, FAO and UNICEF 
who are collaborating to respond to chronic malnutrition 
and build resilience in Bandiagara Mali, WFP along with 
the other agencies took the Resident Humanitarian 
Coordinator as well as governments who support WFP 

Projects – representatives of the European Union, USAID, 

the Spanish Government, the Canadian Government and 
the German Government to visit the project site.  
 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Mali is a vast landlocked country in the heart of the 
Sahel region. It has successfully achieved the 
Millennium Development Goal of reducing hunger by 
50 percent. At the same time, its social indicators, 
although improving, remain among the lowest in the 
world. Over 50 percent of the population lives on less 
than USD 1.25 a day. One in eight primary school-
aged children do not attend school; less than 25 
percent have some secondary education, of which one 
third is female.  
 
Following a political coup in March 2012, the north of 
the country was occupied by non-state armed groups 
and effectively cut off from the south until a brief 
military intervention in January 2013. These events 
resulted in large scale population displacements. A UN 
peacekeeping mission was deployed to the country in 
July 2013 and a new President was elected in August 
2013, followed by peaceful legislative elections. 
Following renewed violence led by factions in the 
North, a Peace Agreement was signed on 20 June 
2015. Despite the signing of this Peace Agreement, 
security remains volatile and violence has increased 
in north and central Mali.  
 
WFP’s programmes in Mali are aligned with Strategic 
Objectives 1, 2 and 4, Sustainable Development Goal 
2, the United Nations Development Assistance 
Framework (2015-2019) and national policies and 
programmes. 

 

WFP has been present in Mali since 1964. 

 

Contact info: Laura Morris (lauralee.morris@wfp.org)  

Country Director: Silvia Caruso  

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/mali 

 

Chronic malnutrition: 30.5 % of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

179 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower Income 
Country 

Population: 15.3 million 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/mali

