
The start of the 2017/18 rainy season has 
seen less than average rainfall expected 
which is likely to have negative impacts on 
crop development this season. 

According to the latest update from the 
Ministry of Agriculture (as of January 31st, 
2018), nearly 382,000 hectares of rain-fed 
maize, sorghum and millet have been 
affected by fall armyworms (FAW), while 
270,000 hectares have been affected by 
dry spells. 

Initial findings estimate that 700,000 
families could be affected by dry spells and 
1.2 million by fall army worm infestation 
(Ministry of Agriculture).

Information is still forthcoming, and FAW 
control efforts are ongoing to reduce 
crop yield losses to the pest. The Malawi 
Vulnerability Assessment Committee 
(MVAC) secretariat is planning to do a 
pre-harvest assessment in the coming 
weeks to estimate the combined effects of 
both dry spells and FAW infestation. 

In addition, markets witnessed a dramatic 
upsurge in maize prices during the last 
week of January despite large availability 
in the Government’s Strategic Reserve. 
Concerns are growing that a greater 
number of people will be in need of 
assistance in 2018. 

According to the Ministry of Agriculture, 
the total combined maize loss is estimated 
at 283,000mt for the current farming 
season (as of January 31st, 2018). 

During an address to the Parliament of 
Malawi on February 5, the Minister of 
Agriculture has indicated that USD 42,7 

million is needed for short-term measures 
including the implementation of the 
maize export ban, strategic grain reserves 
mobilisation and food relief, among other 
interventions.

With support from its partners, the 
Ministry of Agriculture has taken timely 
and adequate measures by importing and 
distributing chemicals for FAW control.

WFP has integrated messages on Fall 
Army Worm into the Global Framework 
for Climate Services (GFCS) under its 
resilience programme and is also providing 
logistic support to the Government and 
FAO for pesticides and chemicals handling 
and distribution. 
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USD 1,8 million WFP funding 
shortfall for the Refugee 
Programme in 2018 

USD 4,4 million WFP funding 
shortfall for the school meals 
Programme in 2018 

USD 9,2 million WFP funding 
shortfall for the nutrition 
Programme in 2018

USD 4,9 million WFP funding 
shortfall for the resilience 
programme in 2018. 

32,175 refugees and asylum 
seekers receiving WFP food 
and nutrition assistance

4 schools involved in “Self-
Sustainable School Meals 
Programme” innovation 

830 partners trained for the 
integration of Micronutrients 
in the nutrition programme

34,000 smallholder farmers 
involved in WFP’s Purchase 
for Progress (P4P) project 

In Focus: rising concerns on the 2018 harvest In numbers

Funding gap Refugee Programme
The UN refugee agency (UNHCR) projects 
an additional influx of asylum seekers of 
approximately 10,000 people into Malawi 
in 2018. In January, WFP provided food 
assistance to 32,175 camp-based refugees 
and asylum seekers resident in Malawi. 

WFP food aid makes over 90 percent of 
food consumed by refugees in Malawi. 
Latest survey indicates food and nutrition 
improved across all indicators in 2017, 
thanks to the provision of full rations 
throughout the year. 

Yet, the refugee programme is facing 
an imminent pipeline break for 
most commodities. A recent USAID 
contribution (USD 1 million) guarantees 
food distribution till April 2018 but the 
programme urgently requires additional 
USD 1.8 million to sustain the support 
provided to refugees and avoid ration cuts, 
increased malnutrition and food insecurity.

Cover picture: USAID Malawi Director visits the food distribution point at Dzaleka 
Refugee camp. 

HIGHLIGHTS
700,000 families could be affected 
by dry spells and 1.2 million by fall 
army worm infestation 

USD 1.8 million are urgently 
needed to sustain the food support 
provided to 32,175 refugees

420,000 people supported by 
WFP with cash-based transfers for 
the lean season response

132,000 households are currently 
enrolled in WFP Malawi’s resilience 
programme
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132,000 households are currently enrolled 
in WFP Malawi’s resilience programme. 
Implementation of Food for Assets (FFA) 
activities in the month of January 2018 
mainly focused on wet season projects 
such as plantation of assorted tree and 
fruit seedlings in degraded areas and 
around public institutions (schools). 
Participants have constructed different 
soil and water conservation structures on 
farmland, forest land and degraded lands. 

In addition, the Rural Resilience Initiative 
(R4) and Global Framework for Climate 
Services (GFCS) were scaled up in two 
additional districts to gradually offer an 
integrated resilience-building package.

As part of its efforts to control the crop 
devastation of fall army worms (FAW) and 
raise awareness amongst beneficiaries, 
WFP has been working with FAO and the 
district agricultural offices to disseminate 
FAW prevention and treatment messages 
on some of the biologic and cultural 
control methods through sms, radio (with 
a national coverage) and food distribution 
points (leaflets). 

The GIZ, WFP and the World Bank jointly 
commissioned a study on shock-sensitive 
social protection (3SP) model undertaken 
by the Overseas Development Institute 
(ODI). The report is guiding operational 
trials in the context of a MVAC response 
including the vertical expansion of Social 
Cash Transfer Programme. WFP is also 
contributing to a Public Expenditure 
Review and Returns on Investment 
Analysis with the World Bank and UNICEF 
respectively, to continue to generate 
evidence for the implementation of a 
shock-sensitive social protection approach 
in Malawi.

The Malawi Country Office through its 
Purchase for Progress (P4P) initiative 
sponsored a study tour on post-harvest 
handling and cooperative governance in 
Kenya. Two senior government technical 
staff and a representative of the National 
Association of Smallholder Farmers in 
Malawi (NASFAM) participated in the 
study tour. 

Lessons will inform the planned scaling 
up of the implementation of post-harvest 
handling specifically promoting the use 
of hermetic storage bags and enable the 
government to strengthen its oversight 
role in the development and management 
of agricultural cooperatives. 

Households continue to face reduced 
incomes in January due to lower than normal 
prices for maize and various agriculture 
commodities which was unusual for this 
time of the year when prices are normally at 
their peak. Yet, most markets witnessed a 
dramatic upsurge in maize prices during the 
last week of January. 

Following the Government’s request for 
support, WFP is responding to the needs of 
420,000 food insecure population who were 
deemed to be in Phase III as per IPC Acute 
food insecurity analysis. 

Due to lack of donor funding for the 
lean season response, the Food Security 
Cluster has scaled down the lean season 
response to only 836,000 people of which 
WFP is supporting 420,000 beneficiaries 
in form of cash-based transfers as per 
recommendations from the MVAC market 
assessment.

WFP’s lean season response started in 
December 2017 in two districts (Nsjane & 
Balaka) and two new districts in January 
(Chikwawa & Phalombe). 

Over 200,000 beneficiaries received 
cash-transfer in these four districts in 
January 2018. The response is being scaled 
up to three additional districts (Machinga, 
Blantyre, Zomba) in February targeting about 
420,000 people in seven districts. 

Resilience Programme Lean Season Response

Population: 17 million Income level: Low

2017 Human Development 
Index: 170 out of 188

Stunting rate: 37 percent 
(children under 5)

Country profile

10.1 
million tree seedlings 
raised for environment 
preservation

Resilience 
achievements
(in 2017) 

900,000 
m3 of compost created 
from recycled organic 
materials 

127,000 
vegetable gardens 
developed at 
household level

1,853 
km of community 
feeder roads 
rehabilitated 
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283,000
total combined maize loss (metric 
tonnes) estimated for the current 
farming season (Ministry of Agriculture)

School Meals Programe
WFP provides school meals through the Centralized 
Model (CM) and Home Grown School Meals (HGSM) to 
994,000 primary and pre-primary students in 13 food 
insecure districts. WFP has recently received USD 1.3 
million from the Icelandic International Development 
Agency (ICEIDA) to strengthen the Home Grown 
School Meals (HGSM) project in six schools in the 
district of Mangochi. 

A pilot innovation project “Self-Sustainable School 
Meals Programme (SSSMP)” has been implemented in 
four schools in two districts. It provides schools with 
solar-powered irrigation system to produce food within 
the school plot. 

Some of the food is used to feed the learners and 
the surplus to be sold in markets in order to generate 
income to upkeep the system. Planting of various 
vegetables in the school plot is also contributing to 
improving dietary diversity of the school meals.

Nutrition Programme
In January 2018, management of moderate acute 
malnutrition continued reaching 48,954 children and 
pregnant and lactating women under Community 
Management of Acute Malnutrition (CMAM) and 37,390 
adolescents and adults under the Nutrition Care Support 
Treatment (NCST) programme for both moderate and 
severe acute malnutrition. 

In January, WFP has supported a SMART survey training 
and data collection. Data on adolescents and adults will 
be included in the 2018 SMART survey for the first time. 

WFP also launched the preparatory activities for the roll 
out of Micronutrient powders integration in the nutrition 
programme in Dedza District. A total 830 people were 
participating in these activities in preparation of the 
actual distribution that will start in February. 

Nutrition treatment programme is facing a funding gap of 
USD 9.2 million for 2018 and timely support is urgently 
required to support these life-saving services.
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994,000
primary and pre-primary students 
benefiting from daily school meals in 13 
food insecure districts 

86,344
people benefiting from the nutrition 
treatment programme  in January 
2018


