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In Numbers (August) 

997,293 people received relief food assistance 

27,000 Assisted with resilience support 

68,633 women and children treated for malnutrition 

29,500 refugees and asylum seekers assisted 
 

 

 

 

Highlights  
 

 In August, WFP assisted 100 percent of planned 

beneficiaries across Nsanje, Chikwawa and Balaka 

districts, through cash and in-kind distributions, though 

with only with half rations due to insufficient funding.  

 

 Food security continues to worsen with unusually high 

maize prices and people continuing to adopt negative 

coping measures to meet their food needs.  

 

 Amidst the major emergency, WFP’s support to school 

meals, nutrition, resilience building and market access 

for small holder farmers continues. Notably, the 

Government adopted the first-ever national School 

Health and Nutrition Policy, which was developed with 

WFP’s support. 
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WFP Assistance 

 

 

 
Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Country Programme – Malawi 

DEV 200287** 

(Mar 2012 - Dec 2016) 122 m  
95.5 m 

(78%) 
n/a 

Food assistance to Refugees in Malawi 

PRRO 200460 

(June 2013 – May 2017) 18 m 
9 m 

(50%) 
3 m 

(55%) 

Responding to Humanitarian Needs and Strengthening Resilience  

to Restore Food Security, Nutrition and Livelihoods 

PRRO 200692** 

(Dec 2014 – Mar 2017) 506 m  
252 m 
(50%) 

87 m 
(39%) 

*September 2016 – February 2017    **Budget revision to extend the project’s duration is underway.  

DEV 200287: This Development Programme (DEV) has 

three components: 1) Support to Education, 2) Nutrition 

Support and 3) Capacity Development related to Disaster 

Risk Reduction. Under component one, WFP provides 

school meals to primary and pre-primary students in 13 

food insecure districts. Component two enables WFP to 

provide treatment of acute malnutrition to children, 

pregnant/breastfeeding women and people on 

HIV/Tuberculosis (TB) treatment. The third component 

focuses on strengthening national capacity to prepare for, 

respond to and mitigate disasters – this final component 

is linked to field-level asset creation work under PRRO 

200692. The three components are complemented by 

WFP’s support to agricultural markets and smallholder 

farmers through the Purchase for Progress (P4P) and a 

Prevention of Stunting pilot.  

The programme is currently undergoing a two year 

budget revision, which will extend activities until 

December 2018. The revision will expand nutrition 

support to incorporate prevention of stunting initiatives, 

building on learnings from the ongoing pilot, as well as 

emergency school meals given the severe effects of El 

Niño. Disruption in assistance is expected in 

September 2016 and January 2017 for the nutrition 

and school feeding components respectively. 

 

PRRO 200692: This Protracted Relief and Recovery 

Operation (PRRO) provides a seamless transition between 

relief response and resilience-building efforts. This project is 

the vehicle for WFP’s emergency response to the effects of 

El Niño and 2016/17 lean season food insecurity, currently 

targeting 4.5 million people (with plans to target 5.85 

million people from January). The relief component is 

implemented through targeted food and cash transfers and 

also benefits from working with partners to deliver 

complementary recovery activities to pave way for a 

gradual transition to conditional relief assistance. The 

recovery component concentrates on multi-sector and 

multi-year resilience activities that involve nutrition-

sensitive productive asset creation and several innovations 

in risk management and reduction. Funding continues to be 

urgently needed for relief assistance with pipeline breaks for 

all non-maize commodities and cash transfers starting from 

October 2016. 

PRRO 200460: This is a successor project to previous 

refugee operations, which have been active in Malawi since 

2002. The goal is to contribute to achieving and maintaining 

food security among refugees and asylum seekers. The 

project also seeks to support host communities with 

productive asset creation activities. However, this operation 

is chronically underfunded with frequent funding-induced 

ration reductions. The asset creation component has never 

received funding. This project has recently been extended 

to May 2017 in order to cater for a refugee population that 

was originally projected to reach over 87,000 with 

continued arrivals primarily from the Democratic Republic of 

Congo (DRC) and Burundi to Dzaleka Camp (central 

Malawi), and from Mozambique to Luwani camp (south-

western Malawi). To date, the population of asylum seekers 

and refugees hovers around 30,000. 

 

 

 

 

Credit: ©WFP/Cheulekene Mita  
Caption: UN ASG Ms. Kyung-wha Kang tries out a treadle 
pump at a joint WFGP/FAO resilience project in Balaka. 
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Operational Updates 
 

 Following the launch of the largest emergency 

response ever in Malawi in July, WFP is continuing to 

distribute relief food and cash - reaching 100 percent 

of the planned target in August when 1 million food 

insecure people required relief assistance in three 

districts. While reaching all people in need, WFP was 

only able to provide half rations of 3 out of the 5 

planned commodities due to limited and delayed 

resources. Starting with districts worst-affected and 

progressively scaling up to 24 districts by January, 

WFP aims to reach 5.8 million people at the peak of 

the response. In total, the Malawi Vulnerability 

Assessment Committee (MVAC) has found 6.5 million 

in need of emergency assistance during the 2016/17 

lean season. WFP intends to meet 90 percent of the 

needs, with the INGO consortium covering 10 

percent. 

 

 For the emergency response, WFP is partnering with 

the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) to 

deliver complementary recovery activities to 

maximize benefits to vulnerable households. To 

achieve this, WFP focuses more on productive 

household assets (vegetable gardens, contour ridging, 

composting etc.) that have direct benefit to the 

participants, while at the same time creating 

community assets that have the potential to support 

communities to achieve food security (gully 

reclamation, afforestation and fish production). The 

same farmers will be given small livestock, and seed 

and irrigation inputs, such as treadle pumps by FAO. 

 

 Just before schools reopen in September, the 

Government of Malawi has signed the first-ever 

National School Health and Nutrition Policy. 

Developed with support from WFP Malawi and the 

Brazil-based WFP Centre of Excellence, the policy will 

provide an overall framework for sustainable, 

coordinated and comprehensive health and nutrition 

in Malawi’s schools. The policy also seeks to facilitate 

a transition from daily porridge in 748 schools to 

Home Grown School Meals models – which WFP 

currently implements in 89 primary schools – and 

involves linking local farmers’ production to schools to 

provide diversified, fresh daily meals. 

 

 

Challenges  
 
 Funding remains the most significant challenge to 

enable a more efficient and effective response as the 

window of opportunity to procure and preposition 

food items before the rains in November begins to 

close. Timing is critical to reduce lead times for 

imports. Power and water shortages in the country 

are also affecting the capacity of local suppliers to 
deliver commodities quickly. 

 Average maize prices continued to be unusually high, 

therefore restricting access to food for the most 

vulnerable populations.  

 The most recent Southern Africa Regional Outlook 

Forum report predicts abnormally high rainfall for 

southern Malawi, which could lead to potential 

flooding for populations already affected by El Niño.   

 

 

 

 

Malawi, a small landlocked country in sub-Saharan Africa, 

is a UNFPA global population hotspot with a rapidly 

expanding population at 3 percent per year. Despite 

significant investments in development, a quarter of 

Malawians live in poverty and the number of households 

experiencing food shocks increased from 20% to 83% from 

2012 to 2014, according to latest national statistics. With 

the majority of livelihoods dependent on agriculture, the 

population is highly vulnerable to the effects of natural 

disasters and food insecurity; since 2012, the context has 

necessitated large-scale humanitarian response to food 

insecurity.  

Malawi’s challenges are compounded by a volatile economy 

with one of the highest inflation rates in the region (at 23.5 

percent), high rates of HIV infection rate (at 10 percent), 

school drop-out (at 15 percent) and chronic undernutrition 

(at 42 percent for children under five). According to the 

Cost of Hunger in Africa study in Malawi, the annual costs 

of child undernutrition are some USD 597 million, 

equivalent to 10.3 percent of GDP. Given these challenges, 

WFP’s operations work to support the government in 

attaining a food and nutrition secure and resilient future, 

which is guided by the new 2015 Sustainable Development 

Goals with a particular emphasis on reaching zero hunger 

(SDG 2).  

WFP has been present in Malawi since 1965. 

 

Stunting Rate: 37% of children 

under 5  

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Donors (listed in alphabetical order) 

ECHO, Egypt, Germany, Iceland, Ireland, Japan, Lithuania, Malawi, 
Netherlands, Sweden, UK, UN CERF, USA, Private Donors (CIFF) 

  

 

 

 

 

2015 Human Development Index: 

173 out of 188 

Income Level: Low  

Contact info: wfp.lilongwe@wfp.org 

Country Director: Coco Ushiyama 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/malawi  

 

Population: 17 million 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/malawi

