
Briefing Note 

Safe School Declaration and Girl Advocates Workshop  

 

The girls’ workshop 

October 11th is the International Day of the Girl and Malala Fund is using this key moment as an 
opportunity to engage girls through advocacy. This moment will build momentum towards Malala 
Fund’s participation in the upcoming Safe School Declaration Conference happening in Abuja, 
Nigeria October 27th-28th. Malala Fund is bringing together 40 girls between the ages of 18 - 23 
to participate in a three-day workshop happening in Abuja, Nigeria. The girls will receive a crash 
course in advocacy and influencing, learn about the Safe School Declaration, a storytelling 
workshop by Assembly contributors from Nigeria, and create a girls safe school declaration to be 
presented to government officials.  
 
 

What is the Safe School Declaration? 

 

Declaration 

The Safe School Declaration launched in 2015 as an inter-governmental political commitment to 

protect students, teachers, schools, and universities from the worst effects of armed conflict. 

● Every boy and girl has the right to an education without fear of violence or attack. 

● Every teacher, professor, and school administrator should be able to teach and research in 

conditions of safety, security, and dignity. 

● Every school should be a protected space for students to learn, and fulfil their potential, 

even during war. 

● Every university should be a safe place for students and academics and to foster critical 

and independent thinking, and to harness knowledge 

 

To date, 112 states around the world have joined this international political agreement, including 

Nigeria. 

 

By endorsing the Declaration, States commit to restoring access to safe education and to 

developing education systems that are conflict-sensitive and promote respect between social or 

ethnic groups. 

 

Framework for Action 

Provides governments with a non-exhaustive list of suggestions, recommendations, and examples 

that can assist them as they determine the appropriate way to implement the commitments made 

through endorsement of the Safe Schools Declaration: 

1. Protecting schools and universities from military use during armed conflict 

2. Data collection and assistance to victims of attacks on educational facilities, students, and 

staff during armed conflict 

3. Strengthening the protective role of education in armed conflict 



4. Fostering exchanges and strengthening political support for the protection of education 

during armed conflict in international fora 

5. Accountability for attacks on educational facilities, students, and staff during armed 

conflict 

 

Malala Fund’s history with the Safe School Declaration 

 

Ziauddin Yousafzai, UN Special Advisor on Global Education  and Co-founder of the Malala Fund, 

gave the keynote speech at the launch of the Safe School Declaration and the first international 

conference in 2015, where he called for states to show courage by clearly stating that the current 

situation with attacks on schools is completely unacceptable. 

 

What is the fourth International Conference on Safe School Declaration? 

 

The 4th International Conference on the Safe Schools is scheduled to take place in Nigeria 25th - 

27th of October.  

 

Nigeria is co-hosting the conference with the African Union Commissions, the governments of 

Argentina, Norway, and Spain, as well as the Global Coalition to Protect Education from Attack 

(GCPEA). The conference theme is Ensuring Safe Education For All: From Commitment to Practice.  

 

The aim of the conference is to strengthen implementation of the Declaration by: 

● Sharing good practices. 

● Forging global cooperation and strengthening coordination among all stakeholders. 

● Developing legal mechanisms for government accountability on attacks and justice for 

victims. 

 

What are Malala Fund Education Champions calling for? 

 

Nigeria Champions calling for the government to: 

● Publicly support the mainstreaming and implementation of the Safe Schools Approach. 

● Commit to the prioritisation of education financing to support school safety and security. 

● Support the amendment of the Armed Forces Act to prevent attacks on schools. 

 

Key stats and facts on school safety issues in Nigeria 

 

Impact of conflict on girls education  

Global data suggest that girls are almost two and a half times more likely to be out of primary 

school if they live in conflict-affected areas, and nearly 90% more likely to be out of secondary 

school than their counterparts in countries/areas not affected by conflict.1  

 

                                                
1 http://www.educationcannotwait.org/the-situation/  

http://www.educationcannotwait.org/the-situation/


Kidnapping of students in Nigeria 

● Nigeria has a ‘kidnapping epidemic’.  

● Schools in the north of the country have become prime targets for ‘bandits’ with more than 

1,000 students taken this year, 16 dead and 200 still missing.2 

● At least one million Nigerian children could miss school this year as the new term begins 

amid a rise in mass school kidnappings and insecurity according to UNICEF.3 

● Such kidnappings in Nigeria were first carried out by jihadist group Boko Haram then later 

its offshoot Islamic State West Africa Province, but the tactic has now been adopted by 

criminal gangs. 

● "Learners are being cut off from their education... as families and communities remain 

fearful of sending children back to their classrooms due to the spate of school attacks and 

student abductions in Nigeria," said Peter Hawkins, UNICEF Representative in Nigeria. 

● Notable kidnappings: 

○ More than 300 schoolgirls have been kidnapped by unidentified gunmen from a 

school in north-western Nigeria in February 2021. 

○ A "Safe School Initiative" was launched after the Chibok girls were abducted in 

April 2014 to bolster security in schools in Nigeria's north-eastern region by 

building fences around them, but it is not known if any fences were built in 

communities affected. 4 

 

Girls’ related gender based violence (SRGBV)   

● School-related gender-based violence (SRGBV) involves acts or threats of sexual, physical, 

or psychological violence occurring within and around school, perpetrated because of 

gender norms and stereotypes, and facilitated by unenforced and unequal power 

dynamics.5 

● There is little data to capture the prevalence of SRGBV at the primary school level except 

as found in the 2014 Violence Against Children Survey (VACS) by the National Population 

Commission, which showed a high prevalence (approximately 60 percent) of violence 

among adolescents before the age of 18, a finding corroborated by United Nations 

Population Fund.6 

● The Violence Against Persons Prohibition Act (VAPP ACT) addresses all forms of violence 

against persons, providing protection and remedies for victims. This is most important for 

women and girls. States have the responsibility of adopting the law for it to become 

effective. Only 18 states have adopted it.  

 

                                                
2 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/aug/10/more-than-200-children-remain-abducted-in-nigeria-
amid-kidnap-epidemic  

3 https://edition.cnn.com/2021/09/16/africa/nigeria-kidnappings-million-children-miss-school-intl/index.html  

4 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-56188727  

5 https://www.brookings.edu/research/gender-based-violence-in-primary-schools-nigeria/  

6 https://www.brookings.edu/research/gender-based-violence-in-primary-schools-nigeria/  
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