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SITUATION OVERVIEW 

 

 The first week was characterised by intense downpour, well distributed in the entire county. However 

after a week the rain lessened in most parts of the county and from 16th December almost no rain was 

received. 

 The county recorded an average of 188.3mm in with an average of 8 rainy days. 

 Food security in the county remained average with communities in all the livelihood zones remaining 

under the alert stage. 

 Weeding was the main agricultural activity taking place. 

 Quality of Pasture and browse had improved in all the livelihood zones in the county.  

 Traditional Rivers, springs and roof catchment remained to be the main sources of water for the 

county.  

 Water levels in most of the water reservoirs have remained with significantly sufficient water for 

domestic use.  

 Market prices of Cereals like maize, rice and posho retailed at ksh38.08, Ksh92.5 and Ksh47.78 

respectively compared to last month which was ksh38.11, Ksh93.33 and ksh48.6 respectively while 

that of legumes like beans, green grams and cowpeas retailed at Ksh82.43, Ksh95.83 and Ksh43.75  

compared to last month which was ksh81.66, ksh73.75 and ksh53.33 respectively. 

 Livestock health and body conditions have improved due to the availability of pasture and water.  

       Compared to the month of November the household average prices for livestock increased as follows: 

goat Ksh2730 to Ksh2944; that of cattle from Ksh15000 to Ksh21,667, Sheep from Ksh1,950 to 

Ksh2,050 and Poultry from Ksh351.25 to Ksh373.57. 

 Under-fives who are at risk of malnutrition stood at 7.93% a slight increase compared to last month’s. 

Moderate situation. 

  

The overall drought status for the county is Alert with an Improving Trend. 

 

Interventions in the county 

 

 Continued support to the affected population with food aid. 

 Safety of residents by KWS from straying Elephants in Muani area. 

 Immunization and Vitamin A supplementation. 

 Livestock disease Surveillance.  

 Humanitarian food aid provided through food for assets to households in Kibwezi by KRCS and 

Kathonzweni and Kalawa by WVK. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DECEMBER 2013, EARLY WARNING BULLETIN - MAKUENI COUNTY. 

 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS  

 

 Surveillance of hotspots for floods and soil erosion within county. 

 Need for surveillance on available household food stocks and crop & pasture situation in the field 

  Promotion of agro forestry and trees to increase water recharge and infiltration. 

 Continued supply of food supplements to the malnourished (children and lactating/pregnant 

mothers) and people living with HIV/AIDS. 

 Enhance support to small scale irrigation activities through provision of water pumps and restocking 

of vulnerable families to improve food security at household level.  

  Promotion of Traditional High Value Crops (THVC). 

 Livestock improvement especially upgrading of goats. 

 Water harvesting for crop production. 

 Up-scaling of mangoes production. 

 Provision of relief foods to both the vulnerable and deserving cases. 

 Promotion of irrigation at the high land masses and along Athi River. 

 Construction of earth dams for multiple use.  

 

 

RURAL ECONOMY INDICATORS 

 Casual labour topped as the main source of income in the county.  

 Charcoal burning, sand harvesting, sale of fire wood provided income for most households in the 

county. 

 

HUMAN WELFARE INDICATORS 

 No major disease out-breaks was reported during the month of December. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DECEMBER 2013, EARLY WARNING BULLETIN - MAKUENI COUNTY. 

 

 

1.0 ENVIRONMENTAL INDICATORS 

 

1.1 Rainfall 

 

 
 

COURTESY OF MAKINDU MET DEPT AND MIN OF AGRICULTURE  

 

 The first week was characterised by intense downpour, well distributed in the entire county. 

However after a week the rain lessened in most parts of the county and from 16th December 

almost no rain was received. 

 The following were the rainfall amounts recorded in various sub-counties (Data from MoALF and 

Makindu Met): Kilungu recorded an average of 118mm in 5 rainy days; Makindu recorded an 

average of 101.4mm in 8 rainy days; Kathonzweni an average of 150mm in 7 wet days; Nzaui 

recorded an average of 411.5mm in 6 wet days, Mbooni East (Kisau) recorded an average of 

146.4mm in 6 wet days. This analyzed per livelihood zone gives: 

 Spatial and temporal distribution.  

The Rainfall received was well distributed in both space and time within all the livelihood at the 

beginning of the month. 

 

1.2 Forage Cover (Pasture & Browse) 

  

 Quantity and quality of Pasture regeneration was good in all the livelihood zones.  

 This is due to the good rains received since the onset of the short rains. 
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1.3 Household Access To Water    
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 Return distances to water sources decreased from 2.32km to an average of 1.45km for livestock 

and from 2.36km to an average of 1.41km for domestic use.  

 The situation seems to have improved remarkably because of the good Rains which has recharged 

most water sources. 

 This is a normal occurrence at this time of the year.  

 

1.3.1 Water sources 

 

 Main sources of water for the county were Traditional Rivers, Roof catchment, shallow wells, 

springs and Boreholes.  

 Distance to water points have decreased for both livestock and domestic use during the month of 

December. 

 This is a normal occurrence at this time of the year.    

 

1.3.2 Implications on food security  

 

 The Communities are spending less time looking for water for their livestock and domestic use 

and instead they are engaging themselves in other income generating activities. 

 There will be a positive impact on food security especially with the water and livestock sector in 

terms of availability and accessibility. 

 As for crop sector with the delayed planting due to the late onset little harvest is anticipated. 

 

1.4 Emerging Issues 

 

 Cases of wildlife human conflict where two elephants attacked and killed two people. 
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HOT SPOTS IN THE COUNTY 

 

 
 

2. RURAL ECONOMY INDICATORS 

 

2.1 Livestock body condition 

 

 The cattle health and body conditions remained generally fair for Cattle, Goats and sheep.  

 This situation seems to have improved considerably in the marginal mixed farming zone (Kibwezi, 

Mtito Andei, Makindu, Kalawa Nguu and Kathonzweni). 

 

2.2 Crop production    

 

 Most food crops had germinated though at a younger stage due to the late planting 

 Farmers are busy weeding their crops.  

 Many parts of the county are harvesting and selling mangoes fruits which serves as an alternate source 

of income.  

 

2.3 Implication on food security 

 

 When livestock is in good body condition market prices become better and this enables a farmer to 

buy more food from sale of a single animal, unlike when animals are emaciated and prices are very 

low. 

 Good body condition implies increased productivity in terms of milk, eggs, meat and other livestock 

products and by-products. It also means improved fertility and enhanced reproduction hence 

increasing herd and flock sizes.  

 Milk is not readily available to all the households with its increased price at an average of ksh41 per 

750ml bottle. 
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FOOD COMMODITY PRICES   

 

CATTLE 

 
               

 Prices of cattle at household level increased to an average of Ksh 21,667 compared to last month. 

 This can be attributed the improved body conditions of the livestock. 

 Compared to the long term mean the price is almost similar and normal for this time of the year. 

 

GOATS 

 
                     

 Prices of goats increased to an average of Ksh2,944 during the month compared to last month which 

was Ksh2,730. 

 This can be attributed to the high demand of goats in the market because of the festivities. 

  The prices remained higher than the long-term mean. 

 This is a stable price at this time of the year.   

 

 



DECEMBER 2013, EARLY WARNING BULLETIN - MAKUENI COUNTY. 

 

 

SHEEP 

 
          

 Prices of sheep increased to an average of Ksh2,050 Ksh from Ksh1,950 compared to last month. 

 The prices were slightly lower than the long-term mean. 

 This is a common trend at this time of the year.        

 

MAIZE 

 
              

 Maize prices increased from an average of Ksh38.11 to an average of Ksh38.08 per kilo this month. 

 The prices were higher than the long term mean which was Ksh34.16.  

 Prices remained high in the marginal mixed farming zone. 

 It is a normal occurrence at this time of the year.                  
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BEANS 

 
 

 Bean prices increased from Ksh81.66 to an average of Ksh82.43. 

 The decrease in availability of other legumes like cow peas and pigeon peas has led to continued 

increase in prices. 

 The prices were comparably higher to that of the long term mean. 

 This situation is normal for this period of the year. 

 

2.4 Purchase Price of other Foodstuffs  

   

 RICE 

 
 

 Rice prices increased from Ksh93 per kilo to an average of Ksh92.5 and remained readily available in 

most local shops across the county.    

 The prices were comparably higher than the long term mean. 

 This is attributed to the general rise in cost of living. 
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3. HUMAN WELFARE INDICATORS 

3.1 Milk Production 

 

 Milk availability has improved in all the livelihood zones due to the availability of water and 

pasture for the livestock. 

 Average price of milk is Ksh42.57 per 750ml bottle across all livelihood zones since 

Production has increased though not much but is expected to improve more with the 

availability of pasture and water for livestock. 

 This is a normal occurrence at this time of the year. 

 

3.2 Nutritional Status (MUAC measurements) 
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 Percentage of children under five years of age who were at risk of malnutrition decreased from 

11.95% to an average of 7.93%. 

 This can be attributed to increased milk production due to the availability of pasture and water for 

livestock, which has led to increased milk consumption rates amongst children under the age of five 

years.  

 Provision of Supplements to the children led to this improvement compared to the long term 

mean.  

 Availability of green vegetables like kunde and sukuma wiki has led to this improvement since 

most households are not skipping meals. 

 This presents a stable trend at this time of the year relative to the long term mean. 

          

                                            

3.3 Livestock Migration 

 

 Currently no migration has been reported. 
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3.4 Income 

   

 
 

 Main source of income was Casual labour at 52% followed by formal employment at 20% and 

remittances at 16%. 

 Observable degrading activities included Ballast making, brick making and sale of charcoal. 

 Remittance was still at an increase due to increased business activities. 

 

 

4.1 Insecurity /conflict /human displacement 

 

 Cases of Human Wildlife Conflict reported where two Elephants attacked and killed two people in 

Muani division. 

 

4.2 Interventions in the county 

 

 Continued support to the affected population with food aid. 

 Safety of residents by KWS from straying Elephants in Muani area. 

 Immunization and Vitamin A supplementation. 

 Livestock disease Surveillance.  

 Humanitarian food aid provided through food for assets to households in Kibwezi by Kenya Red 

Cross Society and Kathonzweni and Kalawa by World Vision Kenya. 
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5.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 Surveillance of hotspots for floods and soil erosion within county. 

 Need for surveillance on available household food stocks and crop & pasture situation in the field 

  Promotion of agro forestry and trees to increase water recharge and infiltration. 

 Continued supply of food supplements to the malnourished (children and lactating/pregnant 

mothers) and people living with HIV/AIDS. 

 Enhance support to small scale irrigation activities through provision of water pumps and restocking 

of vulnerable families to improve food security at household level.  

  Promotion of Traditional High Value Crops (THVC). 

 Livestock improvement especially upgrading of goats. 

 Water harvesting for crop production. 

 Up-scaling of mangoes production. 

 Provision of relief foods to both the vulnerable and deserving cases. 

 Promotion of irrigation at the high land masses and along Athi River. 

 Construction of earth dams for multiple use.  
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