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This report is produced by Office of the Resident Coordinator in Madagascar in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period 
from 22 to 23 February 2013. The next report will be issued around 25 February 2013. 

Highlights 

 Tropical Cyclone Haruna made landfall over the south-west coast 
of Madagascar on 22 February 2013 as a powerful Category 2 
Tropical Cyclone. Haruna made its exit to the Indian Ocean, as a 
tropical storm, around Taolagnaro at about 09:00 on 23 February. 
 

 The most affected districts are Morombe and Toliary. Sakaraha 
and Betioky Sud are moderately affected.  
 

 On 23 February, Fiherenana dyke burst, causing flooding to a 
large area and 25,000 people potentially needed to be 
evacuated. To date, some 1,000 people have been evacuated to 
temporary sites and 5,000 others are being hosted by their 
relatives.  
 

 Initial situation assessments by local authorities and humanitarian 
partners partially started on 23 February. Reports of significant 
damage to houses, public buildings and infrastructure are being 
received. 
 

 Aerial assessments will be conducted on 24 and 25 February by 
the Government, INGOs, and UN agencies. 

 

6 
deaths 

49 
injured 

7,330 
displaced people 

1,446 
Affected houses 

6 
Affected schools 

3 
Health centers affected 

Situation Overview 
Tropical Cyclone Haruna made landfall over Morombe District on the south-west coast of Madagascar at 05:00 
local time (UTC+3) on 22 February as a Category 2 tropical cyclone, with wind speeds of 154 km/h to 177 km/h. 
The cyclone brought heavy rains and weakened to Category 1 when its eye was over Toliary District as at 15:00 
local time. Haruna made its exit around Taolagnaro (Fort Dauphin), south-east of Madagascar, around 09:00 local 
time (UTC+3) on 23 February as a tropical storm and all alerts from the Malagasy Meteorological Services were 
lifted at 15:00. 

The most affected districts are Morombe and Toliary. Sakaraha and Betioky Sud are moderately affected. Up to 
date, 6 deaths and 49 injuries have been recorded, mostly after the broken dyke in Toliary. In total, 1,446 houses 
have been reported to be destroyed or flooded and 6 schools seriously damaged or destroyed. In addition, 3 health 
centers have been reported to be destroyed. 

On 23 February, the burst of the dyke in Fiherenana (Toliary II) caused the flooding of a large area, affecting at 
least the following 10 fokontany (villages): Anketraky, Andalavay, Antaninarenina, Andaboly, Ambohitsabo, 
Antongobory, Ankenga, Ankilifolo, Ankabo and Antaravay, with 25,000 people potentially in need of evacuation. To 
date, around 1,000 people have been evacuated to 6 temporary sites 

In total, 7,330 people are displaced in temporary sites and host families. Regarding evacuation operation, 8 speed 
boat and 70 traditional boats are mobilized to rescue people who are still perched on trees or on their house roofs 
waiting for evacuation. On 24 February, the Civil Protection (CPC) will deploy 20 additional staff members from 
Antananarivo with adequate equipment and rescue materials to support the evacuation efforts. 
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The districts of Morombe, Sakaraha and Toliary received 100mm of rains during the two days and moderate rains 
are still expected during the next days. The meteorological stations in Morombe and Toliary were also affected and 
the Malagasy Meteorological Services reported that it might take few days to restore them.   

Power has not yet been restored in Toliary, Morombe, Sakaraha and Betioky Sud, which is disrupting seriously fuel 
supply and the functioning of hospitals and provision of key basic services. 

The National Disaster Risk Management Office (BNGRC) and the Civil Protection Body (CPC) initially reported that 
the airport of Toliary was partially flooded. However, the airport has been cleared and is expected to be operational 
from 24 February 2013. Morombe airport is operational.  

Initial situation assessments by local authorities and humanitarian partners partially started on 23 February in the 
affected areas. Reports of significant damage to houses, public buildings and infrastructure are being received. 

Government, NGOs and UN agencies are planning to conduct joint aerial assessments on 24 and 25 February. 

Regarding the passing of Cyclone Haruna in south-east of Madagascar, the region was only slightly affected. More 
information is being compiled by local authorities and humanitarian partners in the field. 

Funding 
The National Humanitarian Platform (CRIC) indicated an urgent need to mobilize resources to conduct an aerial 
assessment. The UN Resident Coordinator is applying for an Emergency Cash Grant, which could provide 
US$100,000 for immediate response, including assessment and logistics issues. Other funding mechanisms 
(CERF, Flash Appeal) would be considered once more information is available. 

The Government has not yet requested international assistance as situation and damage assessments must still be 
carried out to provide accurate information.   

All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of 
cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org 

Humanitarian Response 

Shelter 

Needs: 

 It is reported that between 30 and 80 percent of homes are uninhabitable in some areas of Morombe and some 
public buildings, including schools which are being used as evacuation centres, have lost their roofs. 

 In Toliary, around 1,000 people are evacuated in 2 temporary sites.  

 In total, 7,330 people are displaced but most of them are hosted by their relatives.  

Response: 

 The Malagasy Red Cross Society is ensuring site management in various locations and supporting local 
authorities in sensitizing population during the evacuation.  

 First aerial assessments and deliveries of plastic sheeting will start on 24 February by CARE International and 
CRS. The districts of Morombe and Toliary are prioritized.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

 The delivery of NFIs and plastic sheeting is a challenge as most of the affected districts are inaccessible, 
especially the district of Morombe.  

 Education 

Needs: 

 Some school buildings have lost their roofs and many schools are being used as 
evacuation centres. Up to now, 6 schools have been seriously affected. 

Response: 

 The Education Cluster met to discuss contingency plan implementation and on 22 February began dispatching, 
SIBs for 6,000 students to Toliary.  

 

6 
affected schools 

mailto:fts@un.org
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Gaps & Constraints: 

 Depending of the impact, the education cluster may increase its stocks of school-in-a-box kits, recreational kits 
and plastic sheeting for temporary classrooms.   

Emergency Telecommunications 

 The mobile network remains functional in both Toliary and Morombe.  

 Food Security 

Needs: 

 The main priority is to provide food to the displaced people in temporary sites, 
especially in Toliary, Morombe and Sakaraha districts. In Morombe, about 1,200ha 
of rice fields are flooded. 

Response: 

 WFP has a pre-positioned stock of 250 MT of food for 15,000 people for 10 days in Toliary, to be distributed in 
case of need. Additional assistance will be mobilized depending on any emerging needs. 

 To avoid transport constraints, BNGRC will locally purchase foods depending on the needs, especially in the 
isolated district of Morombe.  

 
Gaps & Constraints: 

 Many affected areas are extremely difficult to access even in dry conditions and currently many appear to be 
isolated. 

 If capacities continue to be stretched, a formal request for cluster activation and additional funding and 
resources will have to be made to continue responding to emerging needs.  

 

 Logistics 

 
Needs: 

 Access to the affected areas, especially the district of Morombe is very difficult. Therefore, assessment and 
response interventions will need strong logistics support.   

 Rehabilitation of dams in Toliary is the most important need to avoid further flooding of the north of Toliary II 
where around 40,000 people live. 

 
Response: 

 A daily logistics meeting is held to support the organization of both aerial assessment and delivery of foods and 
NFIs. The Ministry of Public Works deployed urgently technicians in Toliary.   

 CPC continues to work on search and rescue operations and road clearing. 

 CARE, CRS, UNICEF items and, Civil Protection staff and rescue materials have been transported by WFP. 

 Logistics Cluster is working with Aviation Unit/HQ’s (UNHAS) on possible external support should more air 
capacity be necessary. 

 One WFP truck transporting Civil Protection equipment arrived in Toliary on 22 February, cleared the 
Antananarivo-Toliary road from fallen trees, reopening it to normal traffic.  

 Non-food relief items, including shelters kits, family kits and plastic sheeting from CARE, kitchen kits and 
mosquito nets from Catholic Relief Services (CRS) and water sanitation kits from UNICEF, are being 
transported to Toliary with the support of WFP. 

 WFP has deployed two mobile storage units (10x24), one to Antananarivo and one to Toliary for immediate use 
in case of need for emergency storage. WFP is also offering temporary storage to all partners who do not have 
capacity in the South. WFP has 6 warehouses in the south. 

 The Logistics cluster is also working with the relevant Malagasy authorities to have an updated situation of the 
road access and conditions to the affected areas in real time. 

 
Gaps & Constraints: 

 No reconnaissance flights have been possible today due to bad weather and closed airports.  

250MT 
of food pre-positioned 



  Madagascar – Tropical Cyclone Haruna - Situation Report No. 2  | 4 
 

United Nations Office of the Resident Coordinator 

Background on the crisis 

Madagascar is extremely vulnerable to floods and cyclones.  Tropical Cyclone Felleng passed by the eastern coast of Madagascar between 
30 January and 2 February 2013, and caused the deaths of 9 people, affected 4,958 people, and displaced 1,303 people, all of whom have 
since returned to their homes. Furthermore, an estimated 162 houses were totally destroyed, 54 partially destroyed, and 670 houses 
flooded. Tropical Cyclone Haruna made landfall over the south-west coast of Madagascar on 22 February2013 as a powerful Category 2 
Tropical Cyclone. Before hitting Toliary, Tropical Cyclone Haruna was staying during seven days in the Mozambique Channel, bringing 
above-normal rainfall in this part of the country; more than 230% of the normal rainfall was recorded during the second decade of February 
between the district of Morombe and Taolagnaro. A number of cyclones affect Madagascar over the rainfall season, which stretches from 
October to April. Haruna may not be the last this season. 

 

 Many affected areas are extremely difficult to access even in dry conditions and currently many appear to be 
isolated. 

 Delivery of humanitarian assistance in Morombe district is a serious challenge as the road is completely cut off 
in various portions. Logistics support is required, either by boat or by air.    

 If capacities continue to be stretched, a formal request for cluster activation and additional funding and 
resources will have to be made to continue responding to emerging needs. 

 Health 

Needs: 

 Power supply is still disrupted in the districts of Toliary, Morombe, Sakaraha and 
Betioky Sud, seriously affecting basic services, i.e. health centers. 

 At least, 3 health centers have been reported destroyed. 

Response: 

 MSF will provide fuel for a power generator to reestablish the functioning of the hospital in Toliary.  

 The Hospital of Toliary is taking care of injured people free of charge. 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs: 

 Displaced people in various temporary sites need drinking water and hygiene kits. 

Response: 

 3,000 WASH kits, two (2) water treatment units (1 unit for 10,000 people) and 200 water filters are being 
deployed in Toliary to be distributed in the affected areas. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 The delivery of sanitation and hygiene kits is a challenge, as most of affected districts are inaccessible, 
especially in the district of Morombe.  

General Coordination 
The Government of Madagascar, the Malagasy Red Cross Society and the United Nations have activated 
response coordination mechanisms, including the National Humanitarian Platform (CRIC) which meets daily. On 23 
February 2013, the CRIC presented a Plan of Action, including key priorities: a) evacuation in Toliary II; b) water 
distribution and sanitation; c) emergency shelters in Morombe and Toliary; and d) aerial and rapid assessments. 
The aerial assessment will be conducted on 24 and 25 February 2013. The multi-sectoral rapid assessment will 
focus on Morombe and Toliary districts.   

The National Disaster Risk Management Office (BNGRC) continues to monitor the situation, with the support of 
humanitarian partners, in order to implement response preparedness measures and develop strategies based on 
forecasts. At field level, local disaster risk management committees (CLGRC) in Toliary and Ambovombe held 
regular coordination meetings 

Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) is expected to meet on Monday 25 February. 

3 
destroyed health 

centers 

3,000  
kits wash 

For further information, please contact:  

Fatma Samoura, UN Resident Coordinator, fatma.samoura@un.org, Tel: +261 34 48 008 70 

Rija Rakotoson, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, UNRCO/OCHA Madagasdcar, rakotoson@un.org, Tel: +261 33 15 076 93 

Narciso Rosa-Berlanga, Humanitarian Affairs Officer (OCHA-ROSA), rosa-berlanga@un.org, Tel: +27 82 908 1424 
 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/rosa  | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

file:///C:/Users/Hein%20Zeelie/Documents/Floods%20and%20Cyclones/Flood%20And%20Cyclone%2012%2013/www.unocha.org/rosa
file:///C:/Users/Hein%20Zeelie/Documents/Floods%20and%20Cyclones/Flood%20And%20Cyclone%2012%2013/www.unocha.org
file:///C:/Users/Hein%20Zeelie/Documents/Floods%20and%20Cyclones/Flood%20And%20Cyclone%2012%2013/www.reliefweb.int
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MADAGASCAR  LOGISTIC CAPACITY IN THE GREAT SOUTH (Sit : February 2013) 
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AMPANIHY 
OWNER PAM 
CAPACITY 1000 T 
AVAILABLE   500 T 

 

TSIHOMBE 
OWNER PAM 
CAPACITY 500 T 
AVAILABLE 350 T 
 

AMBOASARY 
OWNER PAM 
CAPACITY 3000 T 
AVAILABLE 1000 T 
OWNER CARE 
CAPACITY 250 T 
 

TAOLAGNARO 
OWNER CARE 
CAPACITY 530 T 

 

TOLIARA 
OWNER PAM 
CAPACITY 3500 T 
AVAILABLE 2000 T 
 

BEKILY 
OWNER PAM 
CAPACITY 250 T 
AVAILABLE 250 T 

 

Capacity (m3) * 
Petrol 70 000 
Diesel 60 000 
 

Capacity (m3) * 
Petrol 40 000 
Diesel 55 000 
 

* For  TOTAL stations  only 

 

Capacity (m3) * 
Petrol   6 000 
Diesel 20 000 
 

Capacity (m3) * 
Petrol   4 000 
Diesel   3 000 
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