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SITUATION OVERVIEW 

Intensified fighting continues to take place across frontline areas in 
Ma’rib Governorate, with hostilities particularly rife in Sirwah 
District. This has led to large waves of displacement within the 
governorate since the start of the escalation in early February 
2021, especially as hosting sites for internally displaced persons 
(IDP) also sustain shelling. Four IDP sites in Sirwah District were 
reportedly impacted by shelling between 22 and 29 March, 
according to the Government of Yemen’s Executive Unit for IDPs 
(ExU) as well as local humanitarian partners. Over a dozen people 
were reportedly injured in these incidents, and the ExU has closed 
all four impacted IDP sites. Some 555 families were evacuated to 
the nearby Al Sowayda site, which already hosted 1,163 displaced 
families. Initial assessments indicate pressing humanitarian needs 
including shelter, food, and water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) 
assistance at Al Sowayda. 
 
The International Organization for Migration (IOM) reports that at 
least 2,625 families were displaced in Ma’rib Governorate between 
8 February and 10 April due to the intensified hostilities, many of 
them having already been previously displaced and moving to 
areas in Sirwah District. These families are among the 1 million displaced people who live in Ma’rib Governorate – the 
largest IDP population in Yemen – including in some 125 IDP sites. Some 30,000 displaced people live in Sirwah District, 
with most people newly displaced in the district moving to areas in Arak and Kasarah, closer to Ma’rib City. A further 692 
families were reportedly displaced to Sana’a City, Sana’a, Al Bayda and Amran governorates from Ma’rib Governorate 
between the start of March and 18 April, according to the Supreme Council for the Management and Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (SCMCHA) and humanitarian partners. As hostilities continue, civilian lives continue to be at risk, with 
the Civilian Impact Monitoring Project (CIMP) reporting at least 14 civilian casualties in the first half of April. The fighting is 
also driving increasing concentration of greater numbers of people in fewer hosting sites, compounding existing 
overcrowded conditions in the remaining sites and intensifying the already severe needs of the people living there. Yet even 
as needs grow, the situation is increasingly constraining the ability of humanitarian partners and local authorities to access 
and deliver life-saving goods and services to the people in need. 
 
Highlighting the inherent dangers of the densely populated IDP sites in Ma’rib Governorate, on 3 April a fire in the Aljufainah 
site – reportedly ignited by an electrical fault – caused the death of one child and injured several other civilians, some of 
whom needed intensive care unit treatment. Eighteen shelters were fully damaged by the fire, impacting 21 families who 
were subsequently relocated to a nearby school pending longer-term arrangements. Protection needs assessments have 
been conducted for 1,851 families in Sirwah District, with assessments for 500 families to result in assistance by Rapid 
Response Mechanism (RRM) teams. Protection Cluster partners have also conducted protection monitoring assessments 
for 603 families in Ma’rib City and 46 families in Al Jubah District. 

HUMANITARIAN IMPACT AND NEEDS 

Continued fighting in the affected areas is inhibiting the verification of precise 
figures of overall civilian casualties and the number of displaced persons. 
According to IOM, at least 2,625 families have been displaced in Ma’rib 
Governorate since 8 February, while aid agencies estimate that the number 
could be higher. The IDP population in Sirwah District has been the most 
impacted, with IOM estimating that fighting has displaced people from eight of 
the 14 IDP sites in Sirwah District since the start of the ongoing escalation, 
including the evacuation of the Al Khair, Al Mil, Al Tawasul and Edat Alrra 
hosting sites at the end of March. The Alrawda and Al Sowayda IDP sites in 
Sirwah District have received most of the newly displaced population – over 
1,150 families and over 670 families respectively – and concerns remain high 
about the safety of these sites and the people living here given their proximity 
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A displaced woman sits with some of her burnt 

belongings in the Aljufainah hosting site, following a fire 

that led to the death of a child. © IOM 2021/E. Oqabi 

At least 2,625 families have been displaced in Ma’rib Governorate 

since 8 February, mostly in Sirwah District, and at least 692 families 

were displaced to other governorates. 
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to combat areas. Smaller numbers of IDPs have also made their way to Ma’rib City and Ma’rib Al Wadi District. 
 
Access to basic services was already inadequate in Sirwah District’s IDP sites prior to the recent displacements, and the 
situation has now become even more dire. The most urgent needs of the newly displaced families in Ma’rib Governorate 
have been identified as shelter, food, WASH, health and protection assistance. Humanitarian partners and local authorities 
are working to address these and other needs, including expanding site management and coordination support at the 
Alrawda and Al Sowayda IDP sites. Tensions are nevertheless being stoked between existing residents and new arrivals 
at the receiving IDP sites, as more people compete for available services and the hostilities continue to impede the delivery 
of assistance. In areas of arrival in Sana’a City, Sana’a, Al Bayda and Amran governorates, Shelter partners have verified 
477 families requiring shelter assistance, with 30 families pending assessment. 

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE 

Humanitarian partners continue to step up the response and 
prepare for potential further escalations. Humanitarian partners also 
swiftly responded following the fire caused by an electrical fault at 
the Aljufainah site, providing cooked meals thrice per day as well as 
three mattresses and three blankets to each family, while all 21 
affected households received RRM kits from RRM Cluster partners. 
Site cleaning and the installation of emergency tents for the affected 
families was implemented by the Shelter Cluster. Furthermore, the 
Regional Coordination Team (RCT) for Ma’rib is in place to facilitate 
response coordination across the governorate, in line with the 
Ma’rib Operational Plan focusing on key humanitarian interventions 
for an estimated 200,000 people, of whom some 105,000 are 
projected to be displaced by this September. The plan also aims to 
support some 95,000 people in acute need – 80 per cent of all IDPs 
living in sites in Ma’rib City and Ma’rib Al Wadi, which host the 
largest concentration of IDPs and where further new arrivals are 
expected in the coming months. 
 
Life-saving assistance remains ongoing across sectors. Between 28 and 30 March, humanitarian partners and the ExU 
conducted rapid initial assessments to identify needs and gaps at the Al Sowaida IDP site, which has newly received some 
555 families. As of 5 April, partners provided 344 tents, 20 iron nets, 171 Enhanced Emergency Shelter Kits (EESK), 600 
mattresses, 600 blankets and 200 water tanks, as well as daily ready cooked meals for 500 families. Since the start of this 
year, over 1,900 families in Madghal, Raghwan, Ma’rib, Harib, Al Jubah and Sirwah districts of Ma’r ib Governorate have 
been provided with shelter and non-food item (NFI) assistance. This includes the families displaced between 22 and 31 
March, of whom 500 received shelter support and 181 received NFI assistance. Assessments to identify and assist families 
in need continue to take place, and emergency stocks including some 2,000 NFI kits and 1,000 EESKs are being moved to 
Ma’rib to help meet the increasing needs of people there. 
 

Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) partners have provided 
assistance to 220 families newly displaced to the Al Sowayda IDP 
site, and referred a further 296 displaced families to UNICEF for 
support. To date, RRM partners have provided support including 
ready-to-eat food, hygiene kits and women transit kits to displaced 
families in five districts of Ma’rib Governorate and 23 districts in 
neighbouring governorates. Enough food rations for one month 
have also been provided by Food Security and Agriculture Cluster 
(FSAC) partners to 347 families as of 5 April, as part of one-off food 
assistance. Meanwhile, Education Cluster partners are 
coordinating with the ExU to support the relocation of classrooms 
from the now closed hosting sites to locations receiving the newly 
displaced people, and WASH partners have installed six water 
points as well as provided 47 families with water tanks and 
distributed 958 jerry cans to 479 families. 
 
To scale up the provision of health services in Ma’rib Governorate, 
Health Cluster partners continue to provide medicines and medical 

supplies, including to Ma’rib Central Hospital, Al Shaheed Hospital, Al Wahdah Hospital and Kara Hospital, as well as to 
primary health centres such as in Alrawda. Additionally, three ambulances were provided to Ma’rib General Hospital, which 
also received support for emergency services alongside Al Shaheed Hospital as well as support for its operating theatre 

The Al Sowayda IDP hosting site, which received at least 555 newly 

displaced families at the end of March 2021. © Shelter Cluster/Abdullah 

Mjladan. 

IOM's team in Ma'rib registers the needs of displaced people affected 

by a fire in the Aljufainah hosting site, which affected over 20 families. 

© IOM 2021/E. Oqabi 
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alongside Kara Hospital. At least 150 Inter-agency Emergency Health Kits (IEHK) have been dispatched to the General 
Health Office (GHO) and health facilities including hospitals, primary health centres and mobile teams. 
 
A temporary health facility is being supported at the Al Jufainah site, serving more than 2,000 displaced children and adults, 
while mobile medical clinics have been operationalized across the governorate, including to provide primary health care 
services for children under the age of five and pregnant and lactating women in displaced and host communities in eight 
districts. Health Cluster partners are further supporting comprehensive emergency obstetric and newborn care (CEmONC) 
at two hospitals and basic emergency obstetric and newborn care (BEmONC) at two health facilities, and have provided 51 
reproductive health kits to health facilities in the governorate. Concurrently, Nutrition Cluster partners are supporting 80 
outpatient therapeutic feeding programmes (OTP) and providing supportive supervision to all OTPs in Ma’rib Governorate. 
To facilitate infection prevention and control (IPC) efforts in health facilities and mobile clinics, IPC training was supported 
for 200 health workers, focused on screening for influenza-like symptoms such as presented by COVID-19. 
 
Legal assistance has been provided to 97 families and psychosocial support (PSS) to 70 individuals at the Al Sowayda IDP 
site. Psychological support and an open day for children was organized, and support is being provided for lost identification 
documents, legal counselling, referrals to the civil registration authority (CRA) and awareness raising on fire safety. 
 
In areas outside Ma’rib Governorate to which newly displaced people have arrived, Shelter partners have provided essential 
household items to 60 displaced families in Sana’a Governorate and two displaced families in Amran Governorate, while 
shelter assistance has been provided to 124 displaced families in Sana’a City. Shelter assistance is also being planned for 
another 110 displaced families in Sana’a Governorate and 19 displaced families in Al Bayda Governorate, and 162 
displaced families in Sana’a City remain in need of shelter assistance. Additionally, RRM Cluster partners supported 303 
families newly displaced from Ma’rib to Sana’a City, Sana’a, Al Bayda, Amran and Dhamar governorates between February 
and 15 April. This comprises RRM assistance for 74 families in Sana’a City, 210 families in Sana’a Governorate, six families 
in Al Bayda Governorate, four families in Amran Governorate and nine families in Dhamar Governorate. 
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