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Humanitarian Coordinator calls for urgent relocation of communities in path of  

Cyclone Mahasen  

 
Yangon, 15 May 2013:  As the people and Government of Myanmar brace themselves for Cyclone 
Mahasen, the Humanitarian Coordinator, Mr. Ashok Nigam, has called for the urgent relocation of 

everyone who will be affected.  

 
 “People who will be severely affected by the cyclone need to be urgently supported to move to safer 

areas,” Mr. Nigam told a press conference organized by the Government in Yangon. 

 

“We [the humanitarian community] have been, and will continue, to work in close coordination with the 
Government both in preparing for the cyclone and in its aftermath,”  said Mr. Nigam. 

 

Mr. Nigam welcomed the commitment by President Thein Sein and the Government of Myanmar to 
provide assistance to all vulnerable people without racial or religious discrimination.   

 

Some of the most vulnerable people, including people who have been internally displaced, have already 
been evacuated under a plan developed by the Government with humanitarian partners.  

 

“We are assisting the relocation in some areas by working with the communities and the State 

Government to move vulnerable people to safer ground quickly, based on the principle of voluntariness 
and safety,” said Barbara Manzi, Head of Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, in Sittwe.   

 

Both in Sittwe and in Yangon, the Myanmar authorities have called on communities to set differences 
aside and to come together in the face of the oncoming humanitarian crisis.  

 

Humanitarian partners have prepositioned stockpiles and mobilized human resources in preparation for 

the cyclone.  
 

The humanitarian community reiterates its commitment to assisting all communities affected by the 

impending cyclone in accordance with the principles of impartiality, neutrality and independence. 
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