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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Record maize harvest in 2010/11.  

 Prices of maize remain low in most markets, reflecting 
abundant domestic supplies 

 Generally favourable food security conditions, but areas 
affected by floods and a dry spell remain a concern 

Record maize crop estimated for the 2010/11 
agricultural season 

Aggregate cereal production in 2010/11 is estimated at just over 4.1 
million tonnes, 14 percent larger than the previous year. The third 
round crop assessment, carried out in June points to a record maize 
crop at about 3.9 million tonnes. Generally favourable rainfall over 
most of the country and the Government’s Farm Input Subsidy 
Programme (FISP) that benefited an estimated 1.6 million smallholder 
maize farmers, supported the production gains. The largest geographic 
contribution to national maize production came from the central 
regions, accounting for nearly 60 percent of domestic production in 
2011. Southern regions constitute a much smaller percentage where 
several regions in the south produced between 70-90 percent of the 
previous 5-year average, primarily due to the dry spell in February.  
 
An increase in the price of cotton induced farmers to expand plantings 
and estimates indicate a crop of over 52 000 tonnes, compared with 
nearly 30 000 tonnes in 2010. Further investment in the cotton industry 
is envisaged for the forthcoming 2011/12 agricultural campaign, with 
the government planning to distribute seed and fertilizers to farmers 
through a loan facility.   

Bumper crop exerts downward pressure on maize 
prices 

As of June 2011, maize prices were lower than last year, ranging from 
MWK 15 to MWK 37 per kg, compared to MWK 17 to MWK 48 in June 
2010. Good stock levels and favourable production in most areas of 
the country resulted in the fall in prices. The national average price 
increased marginally in June, conforming to normal season patterns, to 
MWK 24 per kg.  
 
ADMARC (Agricultural Development and Marketing Corporation), the 
Government’s marketing agency, has been allocated MWK 1.2 billion 
from the 2011/12 national budget (compared to MWK 1.9 billion in 
2010/11) for the procurement of maize grain. With a farm gate price set 
by the government at MWK 25 per kg, ADMARC is able to purchase 
nearly 50 000 tonnes of maize, to be stored in the Strategic Grain silos.  
 
There has been a marked increase in informal trade between Malawi 
and Mozambique and in July 2011 alone, nearly 11 000 tonnes 
crossed the border to Mozambique compared to just above 200 tonnes 
in July 2010.  
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Localised flooding and dry-spell result in some 
crop losses 

The food security conditions remain generally satisfactory in most 
areas of the country. Localised production short-falls, as a result of 
climatic shocks (floods in Karaonga and a dry spell in southern 
regions) could negatively impact on households’ ability to replenish 
food stocks from own production. However, the prevailing relatively low 
level of cereal prices is expected to help households’ access food from 
markets. The finalisation of the 2011 Malawi Vulnerability Assessment 
Committee (MVAC) in August will provide further details on the level of 
food insecurity in the affected areas.  
 

 

 
 

 

 


