
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Numbers 

1 million people in need of food assistance 
 (Source: FSMS Aug-2017)  

 

288,767 planned people to be assisted in 2018, 

including 55,000 refugees, 133,500 local Mauritanians and  

75,300 schoolchildren  

 

50,157 People Assisted  
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Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Mauritania 
Transitional Interim Country Strategic Plan 
01 January - 31 December 2018 

 37.7 m 
7.9 m 
(20%) 

 11 m 
(29%) 

Strategic Outcome 1: Food insecure (and vulnerable) Mauritanian 

populations in the six targeted regions, including school-age children 

have stable access to adequate food all year-round 

SR: 1 

Focus area: Resilience 

Building 
11.8 m 

1.5 m  
(13%) 

3.2 m 
(27%) 

Strategic Outcome 2: Crisis-affected people, including refugees, are 

able to meet basic food and nutrition needs during and in the aftermath 

of crises 

SR: 1 

Focus area: Crisis 

Response 
15.5 m 

4.5 m  
(29%) 

3.3 m 
(21%) 

Strategic Outcome 3: Children and pregnant and lactating women 

and girls in the six targeted regions have improved nutritional status all 

year-round 

SR: 2 

Focus area: Resilience 
Building 

2.9 m 
0.4 m  
(15%) 

0.7 m 
(24%) 

Strategic Outcome 4: Food-insecure smallholders and communities in 
the six targeted regions have enhanced livelihoods and resilience to 

better support food security and nutrition needs all year-round 
SR: 3 

Focus area: Resilience 

Building 
2.9 m 

0.5 m  
(18%) 

2.1 m 
(73%) 

Strategic Outcome 5: The humanitarian community in Mauritania has 

access to UNHAS services all year-round 

SR: 8 
Focus area: Crisis 

Response 
3.4 m 

0.6 m  
(19%) 

1.0 m 
(30%) 

Strategic Outcome 6: Government has enhanced capacities to 

manage food security and nutrition policies and programmes and 

identify, target and assist food-insecure and nutritionally-vulnerable 

populations all year-round 

SR: 5 

Focus area: Resilience 

Building 
0.9 m 

0 m  
(0%) 

0.4 m 
(50%) 

*February -July 2018 

 

Strategic Outcome 1: WFP assists Mauritanian beneficiaries in 

the six regions (Assaba, Gorgol, Guidimakha, Tagant, Hodh ech-

Charghi, Hodh ech-Gharbi) with the highest levels of food 

insecurity and malnutrition to stabilize their access to food 

throughout the year. It does so through: i) provision of food and 

cash-based transfers during the peak of lean season; ii) 

 

50,157 

People Assisted 
January 2018 Credit: WFP/Agron Dragj 

Caption: Two women carrying their groceries from the 
local market in Bassikounou.  
 

Main 
Photo 

 January 2018 

Highlights 

• The joint 2018 humanitarian response plan was shared 

with the Mauritanian Government in late January. The 

Government will intervene alongside humanitarian 

partners in the response to the 2018 food crisis. 

• Urgent funding of USD 4.6 million (61 percent) is 

needed to provide first-response to some 76,000 

vulnerable Mauritanians during the early lean-season 

phase (March-May), with a package of general 

distributions and nutrition assistance.  

• Assistance to refugees in January covered only 30 

percent of refugees needs, due to insufficient funding 

and in-kind pipeline breaks. The same level is expected 

for February too. Urgent funding of USD 1.6 million is 

needed to ensure cash transfers to refugees between 

March and April. 

51%

% 

WFP Country Strategy 

 

integrated with specialized nutritious food for the prevention of 

malnutrition for children aged 6-23 months; and iii) provision 

of school meals to primary schoolchildren. 

Strategic Outcome 2: WFP assists Malian refugees in Mberra 

camp through a vulnerability-based, and gender analysis 

informed, targeting exercise. Activities include: i) 

unconditional (and conditional where appropriate) food and 

cash transfers ; ii) preventive and curative nutritional support 

for pregnant and lactating women, and girls (PLWG), and 

children aged 6-59 months; and iii) the provision of school 

meals to pre- and primary schoolchildren. 

Strategic Outcome 3: WFP assists Mauritanian children aged 

6-59 months and PLWG with curative nutritional support. 

Targeted populations receive specialized nutritious food and 

cash transfers and benefit from enhanced access to health 

services and nutrition education. 

Strategic Outcome 4: WFP supports food insecure 

smallholders (the same beneficiary groups assisted under 

SO1) through asset creation or rehabilitation projects to 

strengthen resilience to shocks and improve livelihoods, 

particularly for women. 

Strategic Outcome 5: WFP provides air transport assistance 

through UNHAS to the humanitarian community of the United 

Nations agencies and NGOs. 

Strategic Outcome 6: WFP strengthens capacity of national 

partners on policy development, programme planning and 

management of food security and nutrition programmes, 

including school meals programmes, national nutrition 

programmes, purchase for progress, vulnerability analysis and 

emergency preparedness. 

 

  

49% 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp284303.pdf
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Partners 

USA (FFP), Japan, European Union (ECHO), Australia, Canada, 
UK, and France 

 

 

 

 

 

Strategic Planning 

• From 1 January, WFP transitioned to its one year Interim 
Country Strategic Plan (ICSP), aligned with the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development and the 

government’s priorities. The plan builds on WFP key 
strengths and capacities in humanitarian response and 
recovery and will be WFP’s strategic, programmatic and 
governance instrument in Mauritania in 2018. WFP is 
undergoing a budget revision to take into account the 
increased 2018 humanitarian needs. 

• The joint food security and nutrition humanitarian 
response plan was finalized in January. It plans to cover 
the needs of some 541,700 people and 115,000 
children, and is budgeted at USD 76.5 million, including 
UNHAS for USD 3.5 million. Interventions are planned 
in two phases: early lean season Phase 1 (March-Mary), 
and peak of the lean season Phase 2 (June-September). 

WFP’s portfolio of food security and nutrition activities 
is budgeted at USD 32 million, to cover for the needs 
of 411,580 people (75 percent of the total response plan 
caseload) living in the eight most affected regions.  

• As part of the elaboration of the multisector strategy for 

refugees’ self-reliance and host communities’ resilience, 
WFP supported the organization and facilitation of an 

inclusive five-day Seasonal Livelihood Programming 
(SLP) exercise that took place in Bassikounou, near the 
Mbera refugee camp, in January. The exercise brought 
together as many as 80 participants in an unprecedented 
effort to define collective priorities for supporting 
sustainable livelihood options of both communities. Its 

findings are – together with the outcome of the 
household profiling exercise and UNHCR’s value chain 
analysis – currently feeding into the multisector strategy. 

Operational Updates 

SO1 – Support to Mauritanian population 

WFP and partners continue preparing to assist vulnerable 

people affected by the 2017 drought, during the 2018 lean 
season, which is expected to start earlier than usual – in 
March. 

SO 3 – Support to Malian refugees 
• Following the UNHCR-led biometric system registration 

(BIMS), a few refugee families were de-activated from 
general assistance. Accordingly, WFP assisted 50,100 

refugees in January, with individual monthly cash 
component (USD 12.45) of the mixed food/cash ration 
only. In-kind pipeline breaks are expected until the 
month of April, due to funding constraints and 
procurement lead-times. 

SO 5 - UNHAS 
• UNHAS operations are guaranteed until mid-

March, after which shut-down procedures will 
start. In January, UNHAS transported 320 passengers 

and 1.352 mt of light cargo through 57 in-country 
rotations. UNHAS successfully performed one medical 
evacuation for a MSF staff. WFP invites all partners to 
continue advocating for this critical humanitarian 
service. 

 

 
 
 

Country Background  

 

WFP has been present in Mauritania since 1964. Mauritania is 

a lower middle-income country, with a population of 4.4 

million (UNFPA, 2017) living over a vast but mostly arid 

1,030,700 km2 territory. The majority of the country remains 

agro-pastoral, with the majority of the population residing in 

the southern and western parts of the country. Mauritania also 

continues to host one the largest number of Malian refugees in 

the region, with 52,000 refugees registered in Mberra camp as 

of early 2018. 

Mauritania is exposed to recurrent cycles of drought resulting 

in degradation of natural resources and structurally affecting 

the productive capacity and resilience of populations. Over the 

past five years, food insecurity rates range from 25 to 30 

percent during the lean season with significant regional 

disparities. Malnutrition rates are also high in children aged 6-

59 months and above the WHO emergency threshold of 15 

percent (SMART), especially during the lean season. 

In 2017, the November Cadre Harmonise indicated that some 

378,000 people were between emergency and crisis food 

insecurity (three times more than November 2016). The 

August SMART indicated global acute malnutrition levels 

surpassing the emergency 10 percent threshold in 21 

departments over 56. 

The protracted situation of Malian refugees in Mberra camp, 
although significantly improved since 2012, remains fragile 
and vulnerable to any reduction in food assistance. Seventy 
percent of the refugees say they depend exclusively on food 
assistance for their daily food needs. 

Contact info: Vanessa Rizzi (vanessa.rizzi@wfp.org)  

Country Director: Jean-Noel GENTILE 

Further information: www.1wfp.org/countries/Mauritania 

Chronic malnutrition: 31% of 

children between 6-59 months 

 

2016 Human Development Index: 

156 out of 188 

 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Population: 4.4 million 

mailto:vanessa.rizzi@wfp.org
http://www.1wfp.org/countries/Mauritania

