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Key findings 

 The impact was heavy on infrastructures, affecting shelter, health and WASH needs. 

 Acute Watery Diarrhoea, Acute Respiratory Diseases, malnutrition and malaria were reported. 

 The compromised conditions of the health facilities and the deteriorated WASH conditions expose people to 
further deterioration of their health condition. 

 The extensive damages to crops are likely to affect the food security conditions of the impacted areas. 

 
# of Postos: 4 
Total Population: 206,421 
Assessed: 23 locations assessed 

 
The findings of this report are based on results from the MRA tool, data from 
other rapid assessments, and secondary data. They were compared against 
baseline data provided by the Government of Mozambique (Ministry of State 
Administration and Instituto Nacional de Estatística) through the Sussundenga 

district profile released in November 2013 (INE 2013). 

 
A calculation of total population affected, people in need and those in need of 
urgent assistance is under discussion with the Government of Mozambique and 
the Humanitarian Country Team.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ACCESS 
Sussundenga district is reachable by car via Chimoio. The Chimoio-
Dombe (N260) is accessible for light vehicles. Restricted for trucks. 
Dombe-Espungabeira (N260) is not open to vehicles due to a collapsed 
bridge. Population use pirogues to transport goods. Dombe-Matarara 
(R520) road is not paved but reported as transitable for heavy trucks. 
(Log Cluster 10/04/2019) 

 
 
 
 

Limitations 
The data forming the basis of this district profile was collected at Localidas/settlement level and aggregated to district level. Priority 
was given to Localidas/settlements with large population-estimates and a wide geographical representation was sought. However, 
harder to reach areas have been challenging to assess and as such, findings may not apply to areas inaccessible at the time of the 
assessment. Please note that findings are indicative and should not be taken to represent the whole District. 
Furthermore, the nature of key informant (KI) interviews presents limitations, such as variations in data quality and accuracy. In 
addition, key informants might not be aware of the needs faced by specific population groups.  
While reading this profile, please also consider that the situation is subject to frequent changes and that significant changes can 
occur within days at the early stage of an emergency response. Thus, the accuracy and usefulness of the information will decrease 
over time.  

 

http://www.ine.gov.mz/estatisticas/estatisticas-territorias-distritais/manica/novembro-de-2013/sussundenga.pdf/view
https://logcluster.org/sites/default/files/maps/moz_op_accessconstraints_a3p_20190409.pdf
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WASH  
Sussundenga area reports an overall decrease 

in WASH conditions, due to the heavy impact 

of the cyclone on houses. This deteriorated the 

level of sanitation for households. 

In addition, water treatment practices and 

access to soap/ash have decreased since the 

cyclone hit, raising health concerns. 

 
  

Key figures: 

 Levels of open defecation has increased after the cyclone, becoming the main type of latrine in use. (MRA 

2019) 

 8 out of 23 assessed locations rely on unimproved water sources or surface water as their main source for 

drinking and washing. (MRA 2019) 

 Chlorine is the main method used to treat water, but in half locations the water treatment practice has 

decreased since the cyclone. (MRA 2019) 

 Access to ash/soap has slightly decreased. (MRA 2019) 

 11 out of 23 assessed locations report no privacy for women and girls while washing or defecating, raising 

protection concerns. (MRA 2019) 

 

Health  
Health facilities were affected by the 

cyclone, making access to health 

services more difficult. 

Damage to facilities and the presence of 

diseases in the districts, makes health 

concerns a priority in the district. 

 

 

 

 

Key figures: 

 Prior to the disaster there were 10 health centres in Sussundenga district. (INE 2013) 

 13 out of 23 assessed locations report having access to functional health facilities. (MRA 2019) 

 For those locations without health facilities, the average distance to access health services is 11km. (MRA 

2019) 

 

 

Education  

According to local authorities, part of the school premises was damaged by the cyclone. The assessment conducted 

in the district revealed that children are attending school. However, further sectoral, in-depth assessments in the 

area are needed to assess the condition of the location where the education activities are ongoing. 

 

Key figures: 

 Out of more than 120 schools in the district, 39 were affected by the cyclone with 96 class rooms completely 

destroyed and 22 rooms partially damaged. (INGC 10/04/2019, INE 2013) 

 34,404 students out of almost 50,000 are affected in the area. (INGC 10/04/2019, INE 2013) 

 MRA revealed that most school-aged children in the 18 out of 23 assessed districts are attending school. For 

those not attending, staying with or helping family are reported as the main reasons for absence. (MRA 2019) 

Main type of latrines used in assessed locations 
 

 

Number of assessed locations (out of 23) in which the 
following diseases have been reported 
 

 

http://www.ine.gov.mz/estatisticas/estatisticas-territorias-distritais/manica/novembro-de-2013/sussundenga.pdf/view
http://www.ingc.gov.mz/
http://www.ine.gov.mz/estatisticas/estatisticas-territorias-distritais/manica/novembro-de-2013/sussundenga.pdf/view
http://www.ingc.gov.mz/
http://www.ine.gov.mz/estatisticas/estatisticas-territorias-distritais/manica/novembro-de-2013/sussundenga.pdf/view
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 School latrines were reported as not functional in 2 of the assessed locations and partially functional in 4 

locations. (MRA 2019) 

 

Agriculture and food security   
Projections, prior to the disaster, showed that 25% of the population in Manica province fell into IPC Phase 2, 
defined as a distressed food security situation, and 6% of the population were in IPC Phase 3 or 4, i.e., Crisis or 
Emergency. (IPC Info 2018)  The impact of Tropical Cyclone Idai and floods led to a huge loss of crops, which is 
likely to further deteriorate the food security situation in the affected areas. This may lead to a reliance on aid for 
the next months or on the use of negative coping strategies. However, the combination of residual moisture and 
mild temperatures in central Mozambique creates favourable conditions for post-flood planting. Given these 
conditions, seed availability and distribution may be a crucial factor in the response. (FEWSNET 03/2019) For this to 
be effective, it must be noted that the planting window is very short and will end around mid-April. Seed protection 
rations must be distributed along with the seeds to support the people in need as they prepare for the next farming 
campaign. Fishing assets and livestock, as well as the rehabilitation of agricultural infrastructure and veterinary 
services, should be provided in the coming months, following the “emergency” seeds distribution. 
  
Key figures: 

  As of 10 April, Sussundenga district reports 

heavy damages on the cultivated land. Out 

of the 263,617(ha) cultivated area, 

108,565(ha) was affected. This represents 

41.2% of the total agricultural area, affecting 

13,469 households. Fishing sector was also 

affected, with authorities reporting fishing 

sectoral losses. (INGC 10/04/2019) 

 Heavy food crop and cash crop losses are reported by KIs in half of the assessed locations, and significant 

losses in the rest of the locations. (MRA 2019) 

 16 out of 23 communities were able to access farm land after the cyclone. (MRA 2019) 

 KIs reported significant losses of livestock. In fishing communities, substantial loss of fishing equipment was 

also reported. (MRA 2019) 

 

Shelter and NFIs  
Official figures and the assessment show a heavy impact of Cyclone Idai on the shelter sector. Houses are damaged 

or destroyed leaving those affected in high need of shelter assistance. People not having access to any temporary 

shelter face protection issues, along with poor access to WASH facilities, making them more vulnerable. 

 

Key figures: 

 Government reports show that 9,274 houses were partially and 17,660 houses completely destroyed. As of 10 

April, 30 accommodation centres were active in the district. (INGC 10/04/2019)  

 In 20 out of 23 the assessed locations, KIs report damages or complete destruction of houses mainly due to 

wind or water. (MRA 2019) 

 Some KIs reported people living in public buildings and with host families, but more than half of the locations 

reported to have people using open spaces. (MRA 2019) 

 KIs in 19 out of 23 assessed locations report having no access to electricity for at least 6 hours a day. (MRA 

2019) 

 

Markets  
Across assessed locations, markets are reported to have decreased in functionality. There is a discrepancy 

between the level of prices reported, that would require further sectorial, in-depth assessment or a detailed market 

Number (out of 23) of assessed locations reportedly owning 
the following livestock: 

 

http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/details-map/en/c/1151806/?iso3=MOZ
http://fews.net/southern-africa/mozambique/key-message-update/march-2019
http://www.ingc.gov.mz/
http://www.ingc.gov.mz/
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assessment, but volatility could be related to the decreased level of stocks reported. Market disruption along with 

the loss of crops put people in the affected areas in a vulnerable situation. 

 

Key figures: 

 17 out of 23 locations report access to functioning markets before the cyclone, but the situation 

deteriorated in most locations, resulting in partially functioning or non-existent markets. (MRA 2019) 

 Stocks are significantly lower than before the cyclone, with two-thirds of assessment locations reporting 

no food and NFI stocks. (MRA 2019) 

 Markets in Sussundenga district report stable prices according to the authorities. (INGC 10/04/2019) 

 KIs in the assessed locations report an increase in the price of maize, oil, salt and other items. (MRA 2019) 

 
 
 

Protection  
Protection is a concern in the area, due to 

reports of child protection issues from 9 

locations. These concerns include the 

presence of separated children, forced labour, 

and child-headed households. 

In the aftermath of the cyclone, protection 

remains a concern due to the lack of shelter 

and adequate WASH facilities, especially in 

Sussundenga district, where sleeping in the 

open air is reported. 

More in-depth assessments are needed to 

have a better view of protection needs in the 

area, including collection of sex and age disaggregated data. 

 

Key figures: 

 Government figures report at least 164 casualties and 51 missing people for Sussundenga district. (INGC 

10/04/2019) 

 Personal safety was reported to be a concern in 10 out of 23 of the assessed locations. (MRA 2019) 

 In 17 locations, a lack of identification documents were reported as a problem. (MRA 2019) 

 Some locations flagged child protection concerns, as showed in the visual above. (MRA 2019) 

 

 

Access to information   
The assessment revealed that Sussundenga district has mobile coverage. However, half of the assessed 

communities reported receiving sufficient access to information on the response to the cyclone and the assistance; 

although this information does not seem to always be clear. 

 

Key figures: 

 In Sussundenga district, 49.8% of the population is reported to understand Portuguese. (Ministerio 

Admininistracao Estatal 2014) 

 Three main local languages are spoken: Ndau is (44.4%), Tewe (31.1%) and Manyika (17%). (Ministerio 

Admininistracao Estatal 2014) 

 KIs report to have access to information on the response and about available humanitarian assistance. 

The information on aid however, are not perceived as always clear or timely. (MRA 2019) 

 Almost all the assessed locations were reportedly covered by mobile networks at the time of data 

collection. (MRA 2019) 

Number (out of 23) assessed locations in which cases of the 
following have been reported:  

 

http://www.ingc.gov.mz/
http://www.ingc.gov.mz/
http://www.ingc.gov.mz/
http://www.maefp.gov.mz/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Sussundenga.pdf
http://www.maefp.gov.mz/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Sussundenga.pdf
http://www.maefp.gov.mz/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Sussundenga.pdf
http://www.maefp.gov.mz/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Sussundenga.pdf
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Methodology   

The primary data forming the basis of this district profile was collected between 05 April and 07 April using the 

Assessment Working Group Mozambique Rapid Needs Assessment Tool (MRA) endorsed by the INGC. KoBo 

Toolbox was used for data collection. 

 

Data was collected by REACH and data collection partners at Localidas/settlement level and aggregated to district 

level. Localidas/settlements were selected for data collection based on those with the largest populations and wide 

geographic representation was aimed for as much as possible.   

 

This profile was produced once at least 25% of Localidas/settlements (ADMIN 4) within all Postos (ADMIN 3) were 

covered by the data collection, although a lower coverage was accepted in cases of time-constraints, lack of access 

or capacity issues. 

 

Collected data was cleaned, summarized, mapped and compared by REACH and ACAPS with findings from other 

rapid assessments and field visits. Data was then shared with sectoral experts and staff with local knowledge, and 

jointly interpreted, before the final product was published. 
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