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Key findings 
• Difficult access to health facilities and the presence of malaria, AWD, acute respiratory diseases and 

malnutrition makes health needs a priority. 
• Shelter is a priority. Those not having access to adequate temporary shelter are more exposed to poor 

sanitation practices and protection issues. 
• The overlapping of poor sanitation and presence of disease put some locations particularly at risk, like 

Inhamitanga-Sede, who appear to be among the more vulnerable. 
• KIs report health, food security/ agriculture and shelter as priority needs. 

 
 
# of Postos: 2 
Total Population: 58,432 (INE 2017) 
# of assessed locations: 9 (MRA 2019) 

 
The findings of this report are based on results from the Mozambique Rapid 
Assessment (MRA) tool, data from other rapid assessments, and secondary 
data, explored in response to Cyclone Idai. They were compared against 
baseline data provided by the Government of Mozambique (Ministry of State 
Administration and Instituto Nacional de Estatística) through the Cheringoma 
district profile released in November 2013. (INE 2013) 
 
 
A calculation of total population affected, people in need and those in need of 
urgent assistance is under discussion with the Government of Mozambique 
and the Humanitarian Country Team.  
 
 
ACCESS 
Cheringoma is reachable via Caia and Beira but the road access 
between Muanza and Inhamiga is still very difficult (Log Cluster 
12/04/2019). Accessibility from Gorongosa district is possible but with a 
approximately six hours drive. 
 

 
 
 
 
Limitations 
The data forming the basis of this district profile was collected at Localidas/settlement level and aggregated to district level. Priority 
was given to Localidas/settlements with large population-estimates and a wide geographical representation was sought. However, 
harder to reach areas have been challenging to assess and as such, findings may not apply to areas inaccessible at the time of the 
assessment. Please note that findings are indicative and should not be taken to represent the whole District. 
Furthermore, the nature of key informant (KI) interviews presents limitations, such as variations in data quality and accuracy. In 
addition, key informants might not be aware of the needs faced by specific population groups.  
While reading this profile, please also consider that the situation is subject to frequent changes and that significant changes can 
occur within days at the early stage of an emergency response. Thus, the accuracy and usefulness of the information will decrease 
over time.  
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WASH  
The survey did not detect any particular 
deterioration of WASH conditions in 
Cheringoma. However, pre-cyclone standards 
were already poor (INE 2013). People 
expressed concerns about the quality of water. 
In Inhamitanda-Sede, issues with open 
defecation was flagged, as was the presence 
of Acute Watery Diarrhea. This puts the 
communities living in the area at risk of 

contagion of water-borne diseases (MRA 2019). 
  
Key figures: 
• Levels of open defecation, reported in six of the nine assessed sites, had not changed after the cyclone. In two 

locations people rely on their households’ latrines, and in one location people are reported to use neighbour’s 
latrines (MRA 2019). 

• In five locations, KIs report that open defecation occurs close to where people are staying (MRA 2019). 
• Six out of nine assessed locations rely on unimproved water sources or surface water as their main source for 

drinking and washing (MRA 2019). 
• Chlorine is the main method used to treat water in approximately half of the sites, and this has not changed 

after the cyclone (MRA 2019). 
• Access to ash/soap has slightly decreased since the cyclone (MRA 2019). 
• None of the assessed locations reported having privacy for women and girls while washing or defecating, 

raising protection concerns in the area (MRA 2019). 
 
Health  

The main concern overall appears to be 
geographical access to health services 
given that only half of the communities 
report having health facilities in their 
locations. For communities without a 
health facility, the average distance to 
the nearest facility is approximately 16 
km. 

Malaria is widespread in the assessed 
communities, and Acute Watery Diarrhea (AWD) cases are reported. Poor sanitation practices along with the 
difficulties in accessing health services make health a priority in the district (MRA 2019). 
 
Key figures: 
• Prior to the disaster there were seven health facilities: six health centres and one health post in the whole 

district (INE 2013). 
• After the cyclone, five out of nine assessed locations report having access to functional health facilities. Where 

there was no access, the average distance to the nearest facility is 16 km, making access very difficult for 
some communities (MRA 2019). 

• Conditions of health facilities, services and equipment are reported to be practically unchanged since pre-
cyclone levels. Supplies are flagged as missing both prior to the cyclone and at the time of assessment (MRA 
2019). 

• Malaria is reported in all locations, along with malnutrition in six locations, acute respiratory diseases in three 
and AWD in four locations (MRA 2019). 

 

Main type of latrines used in assessed locations: 
 

 

Number of assessed locations (out of 9) in which the following 
diseases have been reported: 
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Education  
According to local authorities, only a small number of school premises was damaged by the cyclone in Cheringoma, 
which is also reflected in the small number of students affected (INGC 10/04/2019). However, the assessment 
conducted in the district revealed that eight locations did not have fully functional schools. An aggravating factor is 
that in three locations without fully functional latrines, AWD was also flagged as a health concern, namely 
Inhamitanga, Inhaminga and Mangue. 
 
Key figures: 
• Out of more than 60 schools in the district, 5 were affected by the cyclone with 6 partially damaged classrooms. 

(INGC 10/04/2019, INE 2013). 
• 352 students out of more 16,000 are affected in the area. (INGC 10/04/2019, INE 2013). 
• MRA revealed that most school-aged children in almost all the assessed locations are attending school. For 

those not attending, staying with or helping family, along with far distance to schools or the loss of studying 
material were given as main reasons (MRA 2019). 

• School latrines were reported as not functional in four locations, partially functional in other four locations, and 
fully functional in only one location (MRA 2019). 
 

Agriculture and food security   
In Cheringoma district, the majority of the communities live in rural areas. The impact of Cyclone Idai and floods 
led to a huge loss of crops, which is likely to further deteriorate the food security situation in the affected areas, 
especially in a situation with only partially functioning markets and a rise in prices. The projections prior to the 
disaster showed that 37% of the population in Sofala province fell into IPC Phase 2, defined as a distressed food 
security situation, and 1% of the population were in IPC Phase 3 or 4, i.e. Crisis or Emergency. (IPC Info 2018) 
These poor conditions may lead to a reliance on aid for several months or on the use of negative coping strategies. 
However, the combination of residual moisture and mild temperatures in central Mozambique creates favourable 
conditions for post-flood planting. Given these conditions, seed availability - especially for beans and maize - and 
distribution may be a crucial factor in the response. (FEWSNET 03/2019) However the planting window was very 
short and ended around mid-April. Vegetable seeds can be distributed in the coming weeks as the planting window 
is longer. The limited access of the population to land, or to fishing equipment and boats for the villages near the 
coast, as well as to other livelihood activities (cash for work, livestock), makes food security intervention a priority 
to avoid further deterioration of conditions faced by affected populations. (Food Security Cluster 2019). 
  
Key figures: 
• Affected agricultural land in Cheringoma 

counted 4,439 ha, affecting 4,315 families. 
(INGC 10/04/2019) 

• Crop losses were reported in almost all 
locations (eight out of nine). Food crops and 
cash crop losses are reported by KIs in 
more than half of the assessed locations 
(MRA 2019). 

• Half of the communities report fairly good 
access farm land after the cyclone (MRA 2019). 

 
Shelter and NFIs  
A number of houses are damaged or destroyed leaving those affected in high need of shelter assistance, especially 
in the locations where there are reports of people living in the open air. Statistics prior to the cyclone report that 
81% of the houses are made of precarious materials (reed, palm trees, grass), resulting in major exposure to wind 
or water damage. People not having access to any temporary shelter face protection issues, along with poor access 
to WASH facilities, making them more vulnerable and in higher need.  

Number (out of 9) of assessed locations reportedly 
owning the following livestock: 
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Key figures: 
• Government reports show that 1,221 houses were partially destroyed, and 191 completely destroyed, along 

with 39 flooded houses (INGC 10/04/2019).  
• In eight out of nine the assessed locations, KIs report damage or complete destruction of houses mainly due 

to wind or water. The discrepancy with the lower government figures could be explained by the choice of the 
location visited (MRA 2019). 

• Some KIs reported people living with host families in six locations. Other three assessed locations report people 
sleeping outside (MRA 2019). 

• Very few communities report having access to electricity for at least 6 hours a day, although other resources, 
such as fuel, are reported as sufficient for cooking and boiling water (MRA 2019). 

 
Markets  
Market disruption, the loss of crops, and increased prices put people in the affected areas in a vulnerable situation 
with regards to food security. Across assessed locations, market functionality has decreased. Not all the assessed 
locations had a market before the cyclone, which implies that some of the communities rely on access to markets 
in surrounding areas. Stocks are reported to be lower than usual and prices have increased for all the staples (MRA 
2019).  
 
Key figures: 

• Five out of nine locations report access to functioning markets before the cyclone, but the situation 
deteriorated in all locations after the cyclone, resulting in partially functioning or non-functioning markets 
(MRA 2019). 

• Stocks are significantly lower than before the cyclone (MRA 2019). 
• KIs in the assessed locations report an increase in the price of maize, salt, oil, peas and other items (MRA 

2019). 
 
 
Protection  
In Cheringoma district, there are reports of 
child protection issues from some locations. 
These concerns include the presence of 
separated children, forced labour to provide 
food or goods, and children facing limited 
access to services due to disability. These 
cases were mainly flagged by KIs in Nangue 
and Inhaminga. 
Lack of identification documents seems to be 
a problem in the assessed localities, along 
with the exposure to gender-based violence 
due to the lack of privacy for women and girls 
while washing or defecating. In Inhaminga, domestic violence is also reported as main safety concern for women. 
(MRA 2019) 
More in-depth assessments are needed to provide a more detailed understanding of protection needs in the area, 
including collection of sex and age disaggregated data. 
 
Key figures: 

• Personal safety was reported to be a concern in one-third of the assessed locations. (MRA 2019) 
• In seven locations, a lack of identification documents was reported as a problem. (MRA 2019) 

Number (out of 9) assessed locations in which cases of the 
following have been reported:  
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• Some locations flagged child protection concerns, as showed in the visual above, particularly in urban 
setting of Inhaminga and Nangue. (MRA 2019) 
 

 
Access to information   
The assessment revealed that Cheringoma district has mobile coverage. However, the majority of the assessed 
communities reported receiving insufficient access to information on the response to the cyclone or the 
consequential assistance provided to affected populations. In cases where information was shared, it was not 
considered clear.  
 
Key figures: 

• In Cheringoma district, data from the government reported that half of the population was able to 
understand Portuguese (49.1%). The first local language is Sena, spoken by 93.6% of the population, 
followed by fewer Ndau speakers (1.1%). (Ministerio Admininistracao Estatal 2014) 

• In seven of the assessed locations, KIs report access to information on the response and about available 
humanitarian assistance. However, when received, the information was not always clear or timely. (MRA 
2019) 

• All the assessed locations were reportedly covered by mobile networks (MRA 2019). 
 
Methodology   
The primary data forming the basis of this district profile was collected between 1 – 17 April using the Mozambique 
Rapid Needs Assessment Tool (MRA) endorsed by the INGC. KoBo Toolbox was used for data collection. 
Data was collected by REACH and data collection partners at Localidas/settlement level and aggregated to district 
level. Localidas/settlements were selected for data collection based on those with the largest populations and wide 
geographic representation was aimed for as much as possible.   
This profile was produced once at least 25% of Localidas/settlements (ADMIN 4) within all Postos (ADMIN 3) were 
covered by the data collection, although a lower coverage was accepted in cases of time-constraints, lack of access 
or capacity issues. 
Collected data was cleaned, summarized, mapped and compared by REACH and ACAPS with findings from other 
rapid assessments and field visits. Data was then shared with sectoral experts and staff with local knowledge, and 
jointly interpreted, before the final product was published. 
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