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KEY MESSAGES  

 In West Africa, flood-related crop losses and the effects of civil insecurity have disrupted agricultural marketing 
systems in Northern Nigeria. This resulted in atypical price trends in Northern Nigeria and border areas of neighboring 
countries in March. Elsewhere in the region, staple food prices remained stable in March due to the availability of 
sufficient supplies across most of the region after recent harvests, continued trade flows between surplus and deficit 
zones, and off-season crops. Cereal prices were stable or started to increase in most structurally-deficit areas following 
seasonal trends.   Cereals trade flows increased into northern Mali from the south and neighboring countries, resulting 
in staple food price decreases on reference markets (Pages 3-5). 

 In East Africa, staple food prices were stable or continued to decline seasonally in most markets in March due to 
adequate household staple food availability and market stocks from recent harvests. Cereals prices increased atypically 
in some areas of Sudan, South Sudan, and Kenya due to a combination of conflict-related trade disruptions, flooding 
along marketing corridors, and high inflation. Cereal prices increased in Ethiopia and Somalia due to declining grain 
supply following seasonal trends (Pages 6-8). 

 In Southern Africa, staple food prices began to stabilize on some markets with the start of the green harvests. Tight 
regional supplies due to localized production shortfalls and strong export demand maintained upward pressure on 
prices. In Malawi, macro-economic instability and high marketing costs further contributed to atypical prices increases 
countrywide. Concerns over recent dry spells in maize producing areas of South Africa contributed to SAFEX price 
increases for both white and yellow maize (Pages 9-12). 

 In Haiti, staple food prices were generally stable in March. Black bean prices increased on some markets due to low 
supplies following last year’s production shortfalls. In Central America, black and red beans prices were stable in 
March, while maize prices continued to increase seasonally (Pages 12-13). 

 In Afghanistan and Tajikistan, wheat grain 
and flour prices were high but stable in 
March (Page 14). 

 International rice prices remained stable in 
March. Maize and wheat prices remained 
stable at high levels. Global supplies remain 
tight, but prospects for upcoming harvests 
are favorable in key exporting countries 
(Figure 2). Crude oil prices decreased 
moderately due to continued uncertainty 
about the recovery of both the U.S. and 
European Economies (Pages 2-3). 

  

Figure 1. FEWS NET regional price indices and FAO Food Price Index, 

January 2009 – March 2013 

 

Sources: FAO and FEWS NET. 
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The Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) monitors trends in staple food prices in countries at risk of food insecurity. The Price 
Watch provides an update on trends in selected reference markets. Trends for key reference markets and commodities are available in the Price 
Watch Annexes 1 and 2. FEWS NET gratefully acknowledges partner organizations, ministries of agriculture, national market information 

systems, the Regional Agricultural Intelligence Network, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the World Food 
Program (WFP), and others for their assistance in providing price data. 

 



PRICE WATCH April 2013 
 

Famine Early Warning Systems Network 2 

 

INTERNATIONAL MARKETS 

Current situation  

 Rice prices in international reference 
markets in South East Asia remained 
stable between February and March 2013. 
Global rice production estimates in 
2012/13 remain on track to surpass the 
record harvests of 2011/12. According to 

the USDA Rice Outlook, global ending 

stocks will be the second highest in a 
decade.    Thai rice prices remained stable 
in March as the appreciation of the Baht 
offset weaker local prices.  U.S. rice export 
prices remained stable.   

 Monthly average maize prices on 
international reference markets remained 
stable at high levels since December 2012. 
Weekly U.S. maize futures prices declined 
considerably during the last week of March and the first week of April with an announcement of greater-than-
anticipated carryover stocks from the previous year. This follows a period of considerable maize price increases in June 
and July 2012 (as traders reacted to news of droughts in the U.S. Corn Belt). Tight international market supplies, 
generally favorable weather conditions in South America, and record-high exports from Brazil have contributed to 
international maize price stability in recent month (USDA Feed Outlook).  

 Wheat export prices declined in Russia and the Ukraine and were stable in the U.S. and E.U. between February and 
March. Government reserve sales in Russia and good production and harvest prospects throughout the northern 
hemisphere supported these export price trends. Exports from India continue to bolster international wheat supplies.   

 Soybean and palm oil export prices were stable between February and March 2013 as production prospects 
improved in South American soybean and oil exporting countries. Strong international demand continues to maintain 
high vegetable oil prices compared to previous years.  

 International crude oil prices decreased by nearly five percent between February and March 2013 due to uncertainty 
about the recovery of both the U.S. and European economies.  

Outlook  

 International rice prices are expected to remain relatively stable through 2013; global production and carry-over 
stock levels are expected to reach record or near-record levels. Global rice trade is expected to decline in 2013 due to 
reduced import demand from countries in Sub Saharan Africa and Asia, where local production was particularly good 
this year (International Grains Council). Rice exports from Pakistan are expected to decline in the coming months 
because of recently revised production estimates and lower milling capacity due to electricity shortages. Strong 
demand and high rice prices in China are likely to contribute to steady increases in imports from Southeast Asia.   

 International maize prices will likely remain generally stable in the coming months. Assuming North and South 
America maize production is good this year, global stocks, production levels, and export in 2013/14 are expected to 
increase compared to 2012/13 (a 16 year low).  Prices will begin to fall once there is more certainty about maize 
production estimates in key exporting countries. Variability in maize spot and futures prices in late March and early 
April in response to already tight but changing U.S. carryover stock estimates reflect, in part, the short –term price 
behavior that can be anticipated in key export markets in 2013.   

 International wheat prices will likely to continue declining in the coming months due to increased global wheat 
production anticipated in 2013/14. The weakening of the Euro compared to the U.S. dollar increased the 
competitiveness of European wheat on international markets in recent months and will likely contribute to increased 
export volumes in the coming months. Indian wheat export prices may become more competitive due to extensive 

Figure 2. Food commodity prices in selected international markets, 

January 2009 – March 2013 

 

Sources: FAO and FEWS NET. 
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carryover stocks and prospects of another good year of production. Marketing infrastructure constraints (storage and 
port facilities) and government price policies may constrain exports.  

 Global soybean, soybean oil, and palm oil prices may decline considerably in 2013 with the arrival of the large 
harvests anticipated in South America and Southeast Asia.   

 International crude oil prices were volatile in March and early April due to of uncertainty about the recovery of the 
U.S. economy. Lower-than-expected production in key Middle Eastern and North Africa exporting countries may lead 
to tighter-than-anticipated fuel markets through 2013.  

 Staple food price trends across the FEWS NET countries will vary considerably in the coming months in response to 
local and regional market conditions; international market trends will play a more limited role in most countries 
(Figure 1). Fuel price trends in FEWS NET countries will depend on both international market conditions and the 
design and implementation of local fuel import and price policies.  

 

WEST AFRICA 

Current situation  

West Africa: Staple food trade between surplus and deficit zones increased between February and March with the seasonal 
tightening of local market supplies in structurally deficit parts of the Sahel.  These trade flows helped assure adequate 
staple food availability, particularly for millet and sorghum.  Household and trader-level market demand was generally 
stable between February and March 2013. However, institutional demand (particularly from government strategic grain 
stocks, SSNs) put localized upward pressure on market prices in parts of Niger, Benin, and Nigeria. Staple food prices were 
therefore stable on most reference markets in the Sahel between February and March. However, the effects of flood 
related crop losses and civil insecurity kept staple food prices atypically high in parts of Nigeria and neighboring Benin and 
Niger and disrupted livestock markets in North Eastern Nigeria, the South Center of Chad, and South Eastern Niger. Staple 
food availability in Northern Mali improved between February and March as trade increased with southern Mali and 
neighboring Algeria, Niger, and Burkina Faso.  

 Millet prices were stable between February and March, with some localized seasonal prices increases. By this point 
in the October-to-September marketing year, trade flows from surplus areas assure most market supplies in 
structurally deficit zones. Millet prices in March were high when compared to both their respective 2012 and five-
year averages levels due to persistent strong demand along the marketing chain that has been met with generally 
weak market supply. Atypically low millet market supplies are attributed to three factors.  First, households in 
surplus producing areas focused primarily on marketing highly profitable cash crop earlier in the year. Second, 
FEWS NET understands that millet production in the Eastern Basin declined over the past three years due to 
changing production patterns in Nigeria. Third, trade incentives are relatively weak between structurally surplus 
and deficit areas of the region, which serves as a disincentive to trade, particularly over very long distances.  

 Maize prices were generally stable and lower than their respective March 2013 levels. Prices increased in some 
areas following normal seasonal trends and due to institutional procurement. Strong institutional and export 
demand put upward pressure on maize prices in Malanville, Benin, thereby discouraging trade into structurally-
deficit Niger. Atypical price increases in both Nigeria and Benin prompted certain traders in the eastern basin 
(Niger and Nigeria, in particular) to source maize from the central basin, where maize prices are currently the 
lowest in the region.  

 Sorghum supplies improved between February and March across many parts of West Africa with the availability of 
flood-recession crop harvests. Sorghum prices followed their typical seasonal trends in many places but increased 
atypically in parts of Nigeria and Niger due to spillover effects from the situation in Nigeria.  

 Fresh yam supplies remained stable between February and March. Yam prices generally followed their respective 
seasonal trends, with the exception of Nigeria, where prices continued to rise somewhat atypically due to this 
year’s production deficit. 

 Livestock body conditions remained generally good and prices generally followed their seasonal trends, and were 
higher than their respective March 2012 and five-year average levels.  Livestock markets have been disrupted in 
Northern Mali due localized civil insecurity and northeastern Nigeria, eastern Niger, and western Chad due to the 
spillover effects of civil insecurity in northeastern Nigeria.  

http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/west_alert_02_2012_nigeria_flood_impacts%5B1%5D.pdf
http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/west_alert_02_2012_nigeria_flood_impacts%5B1%5D.pdf
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Eastern Basin:  Civil insecurity in Northern Nigeria and the lingering 
effects of flood-related crop losses during the 2012/13 agricultural 
season continued to disrupt agricultural marketing systems. 
Market prices increases atypically in key wholesale markets in 
northern Nigeria and in Malanville, Benin, due to demand that has 
been diverted demand from Nigeria. Staple food prices followed 
their seasonally stable or increasing trends between February and 
March elsewhere in the basin where market disruptions in Nigeria 
have not had an impact. Maize and millet prices were above their 
respective five-year average levels.  

Benin: Maize supplies began to tighten in nearly all markets in 
Benin as market demand outpaced supply, which is atypical for the 
February to March period. Strong market demand was driven by 
procurement from the National Office In Support of Food Security 
(ONASA), atypically strong export demand from Nigerian and 
Nigerien traders, and the gradual onset of the lean season, 
beginning in the south and extending northwards. Maize prices 
therefore increased atypically on nearly all markets. Improvement 
in market supplies of yams contributed to declining yam prices in 
Cotonou.  

Nigeria: In Dawanau (Kano), the region’s largest staple food 
market, staple food prices increased atypically between February 
and March and reached levels typically only seen during the lean 
season for both maize and millet (Figure 3). Low market supplies 
stemming from flood-related crop losses and marketing 
disruptions due to civil insecurity are the main drivers behind these 
atypical price increases. Despite these marketing conditions, 
sorghum purchases by both Nigerien traders and processing 
industries in Nigeria increased in March. Maize market demand in 
Kano included derived demand for poultry production and 
continued institutional procurements by the government to 
rebuild the national food security stocks. Prices increased 
atypically in other markets of Northern Nigeria due to the 
marketing system disruptions described above. Between February 
and March, maize prices increased by 11 percent in Dawanau 
(Kano), while millet prices increased by 14 percent. Millet prices 
increased by 17 percent in Illela, while maize and sorghum prices 
increased by 16 percent in Kaura. The price of  cassava meal in 
Bodija (Ibadan) increased by 25 percent between February and 
March while the prices of yams increased by 17 percent in response to the tightening of market supplies in the aftermath of 
last year’s floods and lean season demand patterns in the southern part of the country. 

Niger: Staple food markets were adequately supplied in March. Staple food market supplies were primarily assured by 
traders. Institutional demand for millet was strong in some areas in an atypically late effort to replenish the SSNs through 
direct purchases from farmers.  Atypically low market supplies of millet are attributed to producer marketing behavior in 
response to atypically high cash crop prices earlier in the year. This, in combination with persistent market demand, kept 
price levels unusually high. In Fillingué, millet prices increased atypically by 11 percent in March in response to household 
demand as the lean season approaches  and by nine percent Maradi due to price increases in local and cross-border source 
market prices in Nigeria. Maize prices increased by nine percent in Gaya due to increases in cross-border source market 
prices in Benin.   

Chad: Markets functioned normally in March with the availability of adequate market supplies from this year’s above-
average harvests. Grain flows from the Sudanian to the Sahelian zone were smaller than usual due to persistent 
government restrictions on trade. Trade within the Sahelian areas of the country is slow compared normal for this time of 
year due to good household grain availability, which has reduced market demand in this part of the country. Cross-border 

Figure 3.  Price trends in selected markets  

 

 

 

Note: the figures follow the marketing year in each 

country. 

Sources: FEWS NET.  
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trade with Nigeria is atypically low due to the effects of civil insecurity in northern Nigeria. In general, staple-food prices 
were stable between February and March, although sorghum prices decreased by as much as 10 percent in Sarh following 
recent flood-recession sorghum harvests. Maize prices increased by up to seven percent in Bol and 10 percent in Moussoro, 
in line with normal seasonal trends. Livestock demand in border areas with Nigeria and Libya are abnormally low due to the 
effects of civil insecurity. Livestock prices decreased faster than their normal February-to-March seasonal trends in several 
areas, with sharpest decrease of 14 percent in Ndjamena.  

Central Basin: Maize trade within the central basin and  toward the Eastern Basin increased in March and contributed to 
stable prices in some areas. Price increases in northern Benin due to diverted demand from Nigeria contributed to atypical 
demand from Nigerian and Nigerien traders in some of the surplus producing areas of the Central Basin. Rice prices remain 
stable due to market supplies from recent harvests and the availability of large volumes of imported rice from international 
markets. There has been a notable increase in staple food flows into northern Mali as peace restores and markets recover. 
This has helped to support trade flows between northern and southern Mali and neighboring countries within the basin.  

Burkina Faso: Trader stocks supplied markets in March and maintained adequate staple food availability. Household market 
demand remained limited as households continued to rely on their stocks from last year’s harvest.  Staple food prices are 
therefore followed their respective seasonal trends and on par with their respective five-year average levels in many places. 
Maize imports from Ghana were available in southern Burkina Faso (Léo) in the absence of any cross-border trade 
restrictions. Grain exports into structurally deficit areas of the Sahel increased between February and March. For example, 
over a dozen 10 to 20-ton trucks carrying grain were dispatched from Namouno to Niger in March.  

Mali: Markets were well supplies in the southern regions of Mali in March. Farmers continued to sell off grain in the 
irrigated Office du Niger area to pay their annual water usage fees, thereby improving markets supplies. Staple food prices 
were therefore stable on most markets between February and March. As peace has gradually been restored, there was a 
notable improvement in staple food flows into the country’s northern regions from the southern part of the country and 
from neighboring Niger, Burkina Faso, and Algeria. Millet prices decreased by 18 percent in Tombouctou and by 29 percent 
in Gao as a result of improved market supplies between February and March.  

Mauritania: Cross-border trade between Mauritania and neighboring Mali and Senegal increased in March 2013, resulting 
in improved marketing conditions for imported commodities like millet, maize, rice, and sorghum. Trade (import and 
export) restrictions imposed by the Mauritanian government are still in place, but enforcement has been lax in recent 
months.  Despite the availability of imports, domestic markets are still largely supplied by locally grown cereals, including 
the sorghum from the recent walo (flood-recession) harvests. Sorghum prices therefore decreased on nearly all markets. 
Wheat prices were generally stable between February and March, although they did decrease by up to eight percent in 
Abdel Bagrou due to humanitarian distributions in that area. Wheat prices increased atypically by 19 and nine percent in 
Magta Lahjar and Bogué , respectively. Imported rice prices remain generally stable.  

Senegal: Staple food prices were stable on most market throughout the country.  Cereals market supplies improved as 
households shifted from cash crop (peanut) to grain marketing and as traders moved grains from structurally surplus to 
deficit areas. Markets are well supplied with locally grown and imported rice.  Stock of both locally grown and imported rice 
helped maintain staple prices countrywide.  

Outlook 

 

 

 

FEWS NET believes that deteriorating marketing conditions in Nigeria are likely to continue disrupting both the staple food 
and livestock marketing systems in Nigeria and in neighboring countries.  FEWS NET expects staple food demand to 
strengthen in Nigeria over the coming months as household stocks deplete and with growing industrial, institutional, and 
cross-border demand. Prices will likely increase atypically in directly-affected areas of the Eastern Basin (areas that usually 
rely on Nigeria for food supplies during the lean season, including parts of Southern Niger), and in areas that will take on 
the role staple food source markets for structurally deficit zones. These atypical price increases will vary across the region, 
but are likely to peak in June and July, which coincides with both Ramadan and the peak of the lean season, when market 
demand is typically greatest.  

  

FEWS NET is currently preparing an in-depth special report on the likely market and food security 
impacts of recent disruptions to the Nigerian agricultural marketing system. Please visit 

http:///ww.fews.net for more information.  

 

http://ww.fews.net
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EAST AFRICA 

Current situation 

Staple food prices remained seasonably stable or declined 
marginally across most markets in eastern Africa due to the 
availability of staple food supplies at both the market and 
household levels from recent harvests. Prices increased atypically 
in some areas due to conflict-related trade disruptions (Sudan, 
South Sudan, and Kenya), flooding that has destroyed roads during 
the March-to-May rainy season (Somalia, Kenya, and Uganda), and 
high inflation (Sudan and South Sudan). Uganda was the region’s 
main informal staple food exporter since January. 

South Sudan: Grain price trends varied across most markets 
between February and March. Retail sorghum prices decreased 
seasonally by 10 percent in Kapoeta with support from ongoing 
food aid distributions. Prices remained stable in Juba in line with 
seasonal trends following recent local harvests and with the 
availability of supplies from domestic and regional source markets. 
In Aweil, maize prices decreased by 47 percent in March after 
experiencing a 131 percent increase in February (Figure 4). This 
fluctuation in prices is due to increased availability of imported 
white sorghum from Sudan, a key substitute, as tensions eased 
between the two countries.    Sorghum prices stabilized at higher 
levels in Bor and Bentiu due to disruptions of market supplies 
resulting from inter-ethnic conflict and cattle rustling. The prices of 
imported wheat flour remained high across most markets in South 
Sudan when compared to previous years due to   high transport 
costs from transit source markets in Uganda and Kenya after 
recent fuel price increases. The price of imported maize remained 
low in Juba due to lower prices in source markets in neighboring 
Uganda, following recent harvests. Informal imports from the sub 
region bolstered market supplies in South Sudan. Imports of maize 
and other staple foods have helped to stabilize maize prices at high 
levels (compared to their respective March 2012 and five-year 
average levels) in Juba,Kajo-Keji, Aweil, Wau Rumbek, and Bor.  

Sudan: Sorghum price trends varied across markets between 
February and March, a period when staple food prices are typically 
stable.  Retail sorghum prices followed typical seasonal trends and 
remained stable in El Damazin and Portsudan, El Gadarif, and 
Dongola, and decreased by nine and 16 percent in in Kadugli and 
Nyala, respectively. Increased supplies from the above average 
May-to-October harvests and reduced market demand due to 
household-level sorghum availability contributed to these trends. 
In the same period, sorghum prices increased by 28 percent in El 
Fasher, 20 percent in El Geneina, 12 percent in El Obeid and marginally in Khartoum due to reduced supplies emanating 
from conflict-related trade disruption in parts of Darfur and Kordofan. Millet prices followed similar trends. Imported wheat 
prices increased by between six and 27 percent across most markets in Sudan in March due the limited availability of 
foreign currency and high unofficial foreign currency exchange rates which had peaked at SDG seven to one US dollar in 
March (the official rate was SDG 4.4 to the US dollar). Wheat prices increased atypically in Port Sudan due to short-term 
importer financing constraints related to hard currency shortages (Figure 4).  

Ethiopia: Grain prices increased between February and March in line with seasonal trends due to seasonal declining grain 
supply. Maize prices increased by six percent in Sodo and seven precent in Jimma  and were stable in Hashamene and 
Mekele, while the price of sorghum increased by eight percent in both Addis Ababa and Mekele. The price of teff increased 

Figure 4. Price trends in selected markets  

 

 

 

 

Note: the figures follow the marketing year in each 

country.  
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typically by five percent in the northern retail market of Mekele with declining supplies, and remained seasonably stable in 
Addis Ababa due to ample domestic supplies from different sources. Livestock prices remained seasonably stable across 
most pastoral areas (including Gode and Warder) and declined by 10 percent in Jijiga in March due to low external demand.  

Somalia: Sorghum prices were generally stable or increased slightly followed their seasonal trends between February and 
March. Sorghum prices increased by 14 percent in Baidoa, in the sorghum-producing Bay region, due to  dwindling tradable 
stocks, the imminent start of the pastoral hunger season in April, and the destruction of road infrastructure by ongoing 
rains. Sorghum prices remained seasonally stable in northwestern Somalia while maize prices remained seasonally stable 
across most markets in the main producing Lower Shabelle and in the Juba (which relies on supplies from Lower Shabelle). 
Markets in the cereal-deficit areas of the central and northeastern regions are not well integrated with markets in the 
surplus producing areas due to poor infrastructure over long distances and the effects of illegal tax extortions. Seasonal 
camel and goat birthing resulting in increased milk supply and sales between February and March. This reduced household 
dependence on income from livestock sales and limited markets supplies, which put upward pressure on prices.  

Kenya: Wholesale maize prices in the main urban centers of Nairobi, Eldoret and Kisumu increased marginally following 
seasonal trends between February and March because of dwindling supplies from the recently concluded short-rains 
harvest. In those areas, maize prices were 28 to 45 percent above their respective five-year average levels.  Retail maize 
prices declined marginally and were 15 to 35 percent higher than their respective five-year average levels in the short rains-
dependent southeastern and coastal marginal agricultural markets due to stable supplies from the recent harvest and low 
market demand with the availability of household stocks. Retail maize prices increased atypically in Tana River County   
(Dide Waride, Bulanazi, Marereni and Tarasaa) due to physical market access constraints related to poor infrastructure and 

conflict. 

Uganda: Staple food prices (excluding beans) remained seasonally stable or declined across most markets in Uganda 
between February and March as a result of ample supplies from the August-to-December season that are further supported 
by carryover stocks from the previous March-to-July season.  These supplies continue to meet both domestic and regional 
demand. Retail sorghum prices declined by 11 and 16 percent In Gulu and Lira respectively, while cassava prices remained 
stable for the third consecutive month in Soroti and Aruas. However, bean prices increased marginally across most markets 
and by 18 percent in the main urban city of Kampala because of declining stocks resulting from strong regional export 
demand (Kenya, Rwanda, South Sudana and parts of northern Tanzania). FEWS NET estimates that informal beans and 
maize exports from Uganda to Kenya may have declined in March but that trade started to resume following the generally 
peaceful outcomes of the March 2013 elections.  

Rwanda: The Season B cropping season has started and has progressed normally. Irish potatoe and bean continued to 
deplete, resulting in seasonal price increases by up to 11 and 12 percent, respectively, between February and March. Maize 
prices typically remained stable or decreased marginally across most markets because of the availability of households 
stocks from previous harvests. 

Tanzania: Maize prices were stable or decreased seasonally by up to seven percent in the northern bimodal areas due to 
increased supply from the September-to-December Vuli harvest and as households make sales to finance production during 
the March-to-June Masika season. Maize prices remained seasonally stable in the southern unimodal regions with 
availability of green harvests ahead of the upcoming May harvest. Since the lifting of the maize export ban, export demand 
from Rwanda and Kenya have been particularly strong, resulting in maize prices that are well above their respective five-
year average levels in the northern bimodal and southern unimodal regions. The price of rice was stable or declined 
seasonally by up to 10 percent between February and March with increased rice supply from irrigation schemes in Tanga, 
Moshi and Magugu. Export demand from Kenya pushed rice prices up by 10 percent in Arusha.  Rice prices remained high 
across Tanzania (28-45 percent above their respective five-year average levels) due to increased regional export demand 
from Kenya and South Sudan (transiting through Uganda). In the same period, bean prices were stable or decreased 
seasonally by up to 22 percent across most markets with the availability of green and early harvests. Bean prices were 
stable in Arusha and Songea due to high seed demand for the upcoming Masika and Msimu production seasons. 

Djibouti: The price of rice, sorghum, and wheat flour generally remained stable in Djibouti between February and March. In 
Ali Sebieh, the price of sorghum flour increased by 13 percent as households (including refuges) turned to markets in the 
absence of sufficient supplies of humanitarian assistance to drought-affected households.   

Burundi: Staple food prices generally remained stable at high levels despite recent harvests. Most staple food prices were 
above their respective March 2012 and the five-year average levels due to local and export demand that continue to 
outpace supply. 
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Outlook 

South Sudan: Grain prices will increase with the start of the lean season in May. Prices are anticipated to increase steadily 
due to expected improvements in the macro-economic environment once the Implementation Matrix is signed in March 
and as oil exports resume.  

Sudan: Staple grain prices will start to increase gradually with the start of the lean season in May. Prices will remain higher 
than their respective 2012 levels due to high inflation and high production and marketing costs. 

Ethiopia: Grain prices will continue increasing seasonally in the coming months.  The delayed start and poor performance of 
the Belg rain in SNNPR and the late start of rains in the Belg-producing areas of Amhara and Tigray will exacerbate these 
price increases.  These price increases will be and to be exacerbated by the delayed start of the. However, pastoral 
conditions (including the availability of pasture and water for livestock) will improve with the ongoing Gu/Genna rain in 
pastoral areas. Consequently, livestock prices will likely start increasing in May with improved body conditions coupled with 
expected high export demand during Ramadan in July. 

Somalia: Grain prices will increase seasonally with the start of the lean season in April through June. The availability of 
household stocks and the availability of imported foods at stable or declining prices with the continued appreciation of the 
Somali shilling will help moderate these price increases.  

Kenya: Maize prices will increase seasonally through April in line with seasonal trends. Strong demand for seed, high 
transport costs resulting from high fuel prices, and trade disruptions because of poor road quality into pastoral areas 
following beginning of the long rains season may put further upward pressure on market prices.  

Uganda: The recent August to December staple food harvests will continue to meet domestic demand and prices are 
expected to remain stable until the next harvest in May. Strong export demand and poor road quality due to temporary 
rainy season flooding may disrupt trade and lead to higher staple food prices in some areas. 

Rwanda: Irish potato and bean prices will continue increasing seasonally until April harvests while maize prices will likely 
increase seasonally until the June harvests. 

Tanzania: The availability of green and early harvests will contribute to declining staple food prices in the coming months. 
Prices will decrease further with the start of Msimu harvest in May and the Masika harvest in June. 

Djibouti: Staple food prices will remain relatively in the coming months.  

Burundi: The prices of locally produced staple foods like cassava flour, maize, and beans will likely remain stable or increase 
following seasonal trends in the coming months. Recent import duty reductions will help maintain stable or decreasing 
imported rice prices.  
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SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Current situation 

Southern Africa: New and green harvests set in across the sub 
region in March, resulting in stable staple food prices in many 
areas, in line with typical seasonal trends. Maize grain and maize 
flour prices generally remained high and above their respective 
five-year average levels due to tight regional supplies resulting 
from localized production shortfalls in the 2011/12 season and 
strong export demand. In addition, macroeconomic instability, high 
fuel costs, high transport and marketing costs, put atypical 
additional upward pressure on maize and maize flour prices in 
areas throughout the region. 

Malawi: The national-average price of maize increased by 21 
percent between February and March 2013. This is deviation from 
the normal seasonal trends, as prices typically start to decline 
starting in mid-February in anticipation of new harvests. Up to 
30,000 MT of maize were lost from the strategic grain reserves 
(SGR) due to poor storage facilities, putting further pressure on 
already-limited domestic maize carryover stocks. Market supplies 
are particularly limited this year due to increased informal export 
maize demand from Tanzania (driven largely by the increased 
competitiveness of Malawian maize since the devaluation of the 
local currency) and localized production shortfalls, particularly in 
southern Malawi in 2011/12 season. FEWS NET informal cross 
border trade data  indicate that maize imports from Mozambique 
during the April 2012 through March 2013 period reached  14,766 
MT (about one third) compared to the four year average of 47,249 
MT.   Over the same period, informal maize exports from Malawi 
into neighboring countries (dominated by exports into Tanzania 
and greater East Africa) tripled compared to the four-year average 
(32,060 MT,   compared to the four year average of 12,544 MT). 
These atypical trade flows likely contributed to limited market 
supplies and high prices.  Limited supplies combined with high 
transport costs into structurally deficit areas further contributed to 
atypical price levels and trends.  

In Northern Malawi, where export demand into Tanzania and 
greater East Africa has been strong this year, maize prices 
increased atypically by 39 percent in Mzuzu and 23 percent in 
Karonga between February and March.  

Prices in markets in central Malawi experienced the highest 
average price increases between February and March 2013 (28 
percent) due to persistent tight market supplies. Maize prices 
increased in Lilongwe by 29, by 11 percent in Mitundu and Mchinji, and by seven percent in Salima.   

Maize prices in southern Malawi remain much higher than prices in the centre and northern regions of the country. 
However, the onset of green maize harvest and early harvests of key substitutes (sorghum and millet), contributed to 
muted prices in increases Southern Malawi compared to the north and center regions of the country. On average, maize 
prices increased 13 percent between February and March.   Maize prices increased atypically by 38 percent in Lunzu as a 
result persistently tight supplies in the periurban area. Maize prices decreased by 17 percent in Nsanje with the availability 
of recent harvest of key substitutes (particularly sorghum and millet).  Rice prices remained stable, on average, as 
households began accessing green and early harvests of their main staples (maize, sorghum and millet) particularly in 
southern Malawi. Cassava prices were stable while prices of beans decreased by five percent with the availability of recent 
harvests.  

Figure 5. Price trends in selected markets in 

Southern Africa 

 

 

 

 

Note: the figures follow the marketing year in each 

country. 

Sources: Malawi Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation, and 

Water Development (MITM), Mozambique Ministry of 

Agriculture, Zambia Central Statistics Office. 

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

180

200

APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR

M
W

K
/k

g

Maize: Nominal retail prices in Lunzu, Malawi

5-yr Average 2007/08 -2011/12 Previous year 2011/12 Current year 2012/13

0

5

10

15

20

APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR

M
ZN

/K
g

Maize: Nominal retail prices in Chokwe, Mozambique

5-yr average 2007/08-2011/12 Previous year 2011/12 Current year 2012/13

0.00

0.20

0.40

0.60

0.80

1.00

APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR

U
SD

/K
g

Maize Flour: Nominal retail prices in Harare, Zimbabwe

5-yr average 2007/08 -2011/12 Previous year 2011/12 Current year 2012/13



PRICE WATCH April 2013 
 

Famine Early Warning Systems Network 10 

 

Mozambique: Staple food flows from ongoing harvests are gradually increasing. In particular, staple food are moving (as 
they normally do) out of structurally-surplus producing areas in the centre and north and into structurally-deficit areas in 
southern Mozambique and Maputo.  

Staple food price trends varied, but generally followed their respective seasonal trends. Maize prices increased by 17 
percent between February and March 2013 following typical lean season patterns and were 45 percent above the five-year 
average due to growing urbanization, resulting in demand patterns that continue to outpace supply. Maize prices followed 
similar trends in Manica where prices increased by 13 percent between February and March and were 28 percent above 
the five-year average. Maize prices were seasonally stable or decreased in in Nampula (18 percent), Gorongosa (14 percent) 
and Maputo following on-set of this year’s harvest.  Severe flooding in January 2013 damaged roads and disrupted local 
livelihoods. The effects were still felt in March in Chokwe where the price of maize increased by 25 percent between 
January and March and was 45 percent higher than 5-year average.  

Beans price trends varied considerably across the country, as they do normally at this time of year. In Maputo, reduced 
bean supplies from the previous season resulted in prices that increased by 27 percent between February and March 2013 
and were over 70 percent higher than their respective 2012 and five-year average levels. In Gorongosa bean prices fell by 
24 percent between February and March with the on-set this year’s harvest, which is expected to perform better than last 
year’s.  

Tanzania: Food prices remain abnormally high despite seasonal decreasing trends in some areas.  Maize prices are 90 to 
108 percent above their respective five-year average levels and remain 54 to 163 percent above their respective 2012 price 
levels.  Maize prices in bimodal areas are lower than those in unimodal areas due the availability of stocks from the January 
to February vuli harvests and farmer sales to fund farm operations for the March to June Masika season. Maize prices 
stabilized in many areas of the country.  The price of rice was stable or declined seasonally by up to 10 percent between 
February and March with increased rice supply from irrigation schemes in Tanga, Moshi and Magugu. Export demand from 
Kenya pushed rice prices up by 10 percent in Arusha.  Rice prices remained high across Tanzania (28-45 percent above their 
respective five-year average levels) due to increased regional export demand from Kenya and South Sudan (transiting 
through Uganda). Bean prices decreased seasonally by four to 22 percent as a result of decreasing market demand with the 
availability of green harvests and early harvests in unimodal areas.  

Zambia: Maize grain price trends varied between February and March. Maize prices increased in Chipata (25 percent), 
Solwezi (13 percent), Kitwe (8 percent), Lusaka (7 percent) and Mansa (6 percent) markets between February and March 
2013, partly because of the delayed harvest in some parts of the country (due to the late onset of rains, and replanting in 
late December because of the armyworm outbreak).  In Solwezi, these price trends were reinforced by informal export 
demand from Tanzania and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). Over the same period, maize prices decreased 
seasonally in Kabwe by 25 percent. In general, prices were within range of their respective five-year average levels because 
of subsequent bumper harvest and the availability of stocks that contribute to muted seasonal price spikes.   

The Food Reserve Agency (FRA) continued to sell maize to millers and communities on demand in March. The FRA sale price 
is fixed at ZMW60/50kg. These activities contributed to stable maize prices and  enabled staple food access for households 
in deficit areas.  

Roller maize meal prices remained stable in most reference markets. The price of maize meal increased atypically in Kasama 
by 17 percent  where informal export demand continues to put upward pressure on prices that are now above their 
respective 2012 and five-year average levels.  On the other hand, the roller maize meal price declined by 18 percent in the 
urban mining town of Kitwe  as a result of strict government  enforcement of the recommended roller maize meal prices 
(ZMK35 to ZMK37 per 25 kg bag) and  efforts to curb informal exports to the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) via 
the Kasumbalesa border post. 

Zimbabwe: Over the past year, maize grain prices have generally been stable, while maize meal prices increased by nine 
percent. This is despite  fluctuations in maize grain and maize meal supply as well as pressure on market prices arising from 
fuel price increases. The rainy season set in late in parts of Zimbabwe and, in some areas, replanting was required because 
of localized flooding. Green harvests bolstered food supplies in March. 

Maize grain prices were seasonally stable in Harare, Gwanda, Masvingo, and Bulawayo between February and March, while 
prices decreased in Gweru (15 percent) and Mutare (27 percent). Maize meal prices have remained stable in Bulawayo, 
Mutare, and Gwanda, but increased in Harare (19 percent) and Masvingo (20 percent). In Gweru, the availability of 
increased supplies of South African maize meal helped put downward pressure on prices (seven percent).  
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South Africa: Average spot prices for yellow and white maize increased by five and ten percent, respectively, on the South 
African Futures Exchange (SAFEX) between February and March  as traders responded to concerns over the adverse effects 
of the recent dry spell on production prospects,  particularly for white maize.  Rains slowed in late February and March, 
during a critical stage in the development of maize crops, resulting in  moisture deficits in western parts Free State and 
North West where white maize is predominantly grown. Despite these price increases between February and March, the 
average white maize spot price in March 2013 were 8 percent lower than the March 2012  level while  the average price of 
yellow maize was on par with the March 2012 level  due the availability of  increasing stocks from the new harvest (First 
National Bank (FNB) Agri-Weekly, 22 March 2013).   

Outlook 

Southern Africa: Main season maize harvests will increase maize supplies on markets in the coming months and reduce 
household market-dependence in rural areas, resulting in decreasing price decreases for maize and substitutes. Despite 
these general trends, maize prices will likely remain above their respective 2012 levels in some areas. Near-average 
production levels are expected throughout the subregion.  However, persistent strong export demand from regional and 
international markets (including the horn of Africa and Mexico, in particular) will result in tight regional stocks for a third 
year in a row, with implications for regional food availability, as well as price levels and variability.  

Malawi: Contrary to earlier forecasts, the 2012/13 agricultural season ended with dry conditions that negatively affected 
the maize crops, especially maize in surplus-producing areas of central and northern Malawi. Households in these surplus 
producing areas started premature maize harvests for early consumption and to earn income.   Maize prices will likely fall in 
parts of Malawi in the coming months, but the very high end-of season prices and unevenly distributed production are 
likely to prevent post-harvest prices from declining to their respective 2012 and five-year average levels. Export demand 
from neighboring countries and the Greater Horn of Africa will remain strong because of the competitiveness of Malawi's 
maize due to the devaluation and subsequent depreciation of the Malawi Kwacha. As harvests continue in April in the 
central and northern regions of the country, informal maize flows into Tanzania will likely pick-up as domestic supplies 
increase. Localized production shortfalls in affected parts of north and center are likely to result in even higher maize prices 
than the 2012/13 season.   

Mozambique:  April typically marks the turning point when prices generally start decreasing with the harvest season. May 
typically marks the period where seasonal variation of food prices reaches their minimum due to increased stock levels. This 
period may last until June when prices are expected to start increasing as stock levels begin to fall. These generally normal 
conditions are expected throughout Mozambique. Decreasing staple food prices will improve food access for the majority 
of market-dependent households. Seasonal price decreases are not anticipated this year in areas that experienced localized 
production shortfalls this year as a result of floods (southern region of Gaza province, and parts of Zambezia province) and 
late start of the season (November instead of October). Staple food prices  are therefore expected to remain above their 
respective five-year average levels in most markets of the southern and parts of the central zones of the country. Maize 
prices will start to decrease in Chókwe once water from flooding subsides and road accessibility improves, thereby allowing   
inflows from harvests in the most productive areas of the central zone of the country and from areas that were not affected 
by floods within the Chokwe district and neighboring districts.  Despite improved market access and weekly market 
functioning in March, prices are expected to remain high. The season harvest in July/August may provide some relief. Many 
flood-affected households have replanted (after receiving seeds and inputs from government and donors) and prospects 
are positive for second season production (which typically contributes 10-15% to total national food production).  

Tanzania: Staple food prices are expected to continue decreasing with the increased availability of supplies from green 
harvests in unimodal areas. Further price decreases are expected following the Msimu harvests, from May onwards. 

Zambia: FEWS NET expects maize grain prices to decline on most markets in the coming months while maize meal prices 
are expected to stabilize or decline. Overall, food supply will improve with the availability of the new harvest. However, 
preliminary estimates indicated that 2013 harvests decline by up to 30 to 40 percent compared to 2012 due to dry spells 
that affected the major maize-producing areas of southern Zambia and late applications oof top dressing fertilizer due to 
late input deliveries to small-scale farmers under the Farmer Input Support Programme. Households will nevertheless have 
increased access to own produced maize and seasonal foods such as pumpkins, groundnuts, and sweet potatoes from April 
onwards. This should reduce dependency on the market for staple foods and in addition improve dietary diversity in high 
producing areas. However, food supplies will be tight in the extreme south and south-west of Zambia because of 
anticipated production shortfalls compared to previous years. Seasonally available substitute foods will also be affected by 
production shortfalls in these areas, further limiting household food availability and reliance on inflows from neighboring 
surplus producing areas. These forces may exert atypical upward pressure on staple food prices in these areas.   
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The FRA will continue to sell to consumers and millers up to the end of April. By end of April, FRA will at least have 
250,000MT of carryover stock into the next marketing season. This is expected to increase significantly between June and 
October, as the Agency embarks on its targeted purchase program of about 500,000 MT of maize.  

Zimbabwe: Maize grain and meal prices are likely to remain high but stable due to start of the main harvest, that will likely 
increase market supply and reduce household market demand. Market supplies are expected to improve with the 
availability of imports as well. Below-average maize crop production in the central and southern parts of the country due to 
the late start of season, dry and erratic growing condition, and a lack of seeds and inputs are likely to exert atypical upward 
pressure on prices in affected areas.  

South Africa:  April 25, 2013 estimates released by the Crop Estimates Committee (CEC) indicate a commercial maize crop 
of 11.56 million MT (6.2 million MT for white maize and 5.4 million MT for yellow maize) for the 2013/14 marketing year. 
Although this estimate is only marginally lower than the 2011/12 commercial crop (11.83 million MT), this updated 
estimate is two to five percent lower than initial estimates from February and March of this year. Maize spot prices on the 
South African Futures Exchange (SAFEX) will  continue to react to updated harvest expectations and will also  track general  
international price trends. Maize exports are expected to increase significantly from May onwards as the 2013/14 
marketing season begins.  These exports are expected to mitigate maize price increases in the structurally deficit areas of 
neighboring countries such as Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia and Swaziland, that typically rely on South Africa for food 
imports. Import requirements from Namibia and Lesotho are likely to increase in 2013 due to projected production 
shortfalls anticipated from the 2012/13 season. 

CENTRAL AMERICA AND CARIBBEAN 

Central America and the Caribbean: In Haiti, local black beans and maize flour prices were stable or increased between 
February and March. The prices of locally produced commodities are generally higher than their respective 2012 and five-
year average levels.  Imported rice prices generally remained stable, following global price trends. In Central America, black 
and red beans prices were stable between February and March, while maize prices continued to increase seasonally. Black 
and red beans prices were generally low due to supplies remaining from record-high production in 2012.  Maize prices 
remained above their respective five-year average levels in Honduras and Nicaragua due to a dry spell during the 2012 
Primera season that led to the relatively low production. In El Salvador and Guatemala, maize prices were lower than their 
respective March 2012 levels due to good harvests in 2012. Imported rice prices were stable between January and February 
throughout Central America.  
 
Haiti: Supplies of imported rice and wheat flour were stable between February and March in Port-au-Prince, which supplies 
more than 30 percent of the Haitian population. Low carryover stocks from below-average 2012 harvests contributed to 
below-average market supply of locally produced black beans and maize meal. Low domestic supply coupled with strong 
demand for seeds for sowing and for household consumption put upward pressure on prices in across much of Haiti in 
March.   

 Local maize meal prices where high but stable in Port-au-Prince, and increased atypically by 14 percent in Cap Haitien 
between February and March.  Prices were between 33 and 66 percent higher than their respective March 2012 levels 
in Jacmel, Cap-Haitien, and Port-au-Prince.   

 Black bean prices were stable between January and February 2013 in Port-au-Prince, but increased in Hinche, Jeremi, 
and Jacmel up to 17 percent. Black bean prices were up to 75 percent higher in March 2013 when compared to their 
respective March 2012 levels across Haiti. 

 Rice prices were stable between January and February 2013, with the exception of Cap Haitien, were the price of rice 
increased by eight percent (Figure 6).  

Nicaragua: Red beans and white maize retail prices followed normal seasonal trends between February and March. White 
maize prices in urban and some rural areas started to  increase in March with the onset of the lean season . Wholesale red 
beans prices were stable between February and March due to strong supplies from Postrera and Apante harvests. Trade 
flows were normal between structurally surplus (Matagalpa, Jinotega, Esteli and Juigalpa) and deficit zones (Managua). Red 
beans prices are 15 and 26 percent lower than their respective March 2012 and five-year average levels. Wholesale white 
maize prices were stable from February to March and were 24 to 42 percent above their respective March 2012 levels and 
17 to 24 percent greater than their respective five-year average levels.  Wholesale rice prices were stable between February 
and March and similar to their respective historical values.   
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El Salvador: Market supplies were sufficient to meet demand in 
the west and central areas of the country from the local national 
Postrera season. Imports from Nicaragua and Honduras also 
helped keep red bean prices low. Wholesale red beans and white 
maize prices increased seasonally between February and March, 
although they remain well below both their March 2012 and five-
year average levels. These low prices are the result of the record 
production of 2012. Wholesale rice prices were stable between 
February and March and almost 10 percent below last year price 
level.  

Honduras: Wholesale red beans prices were low and stable or 
decreased slightly between February and March as market 
remained well supplied from the Postrera and Apante harvests. 
Wholesale white maize prices increased up to 14 percent 
between February and March in Tegucigalpa (in zonal Belen) and 
San Pedro Sula due to high transportation cost from the main-
producing areas (Olancho, Comayagua and nort cost) where 
prices were relatively lower.  

Guatemala: Retail and wholesale Black bean prices were low and 
decreasing in March due to adequate market supplies from the 
recent average Postrera season, when beans are produced.  
White maize prices are generally lower than their respective 2012 
levels due to overall better supply. Seasonal white maize price 
increases in Guatemala have provoked inflows of maize from 
Mexico (stored from harvests in 2012) onto Central American 
markets.  Wholesale rice prices were stable while retail prices 
increased by five percent. Wholesale and retail rice prices in 
Guatemala City increased between seven and nine percent, 
respectively, since March 2012, suggesting as slight upward trend 
this year, although these variations are within range of normal 
price behavior.  

Outlook  

Haiti: Prices of locally produced cereals and beans will continue 
to increase through April/May with the beginning of spring 
season due to below average winter harvests. These price trends 
will be further reinforced by strong demand for seeds in 2013 as 
the availability of seeds in 2013 is projected to be  50  percent 
lower than a normal year. The performance of the rainy season 
will also contribute to staple food price trends in the coming 
months. Recent price increases will likely not reverse until the main harvests will in June/July. The prices of imported rice 
and wheat flour from the US and Dominican Republic are expected to remain stable.   

El Salvador, Honduras and Nicaragua: Staple food prices will start to increase slightly in April. This trend will continue 
through August as the lean season advances. The primera planting season will start in April to June with harvests expected 
from late August to September.  The rainfall forecast suggests a normal rainy season and production is expected to be 
average to good, although there will likely be some localized production shortfalls.  In El Salvador, the Government has 
scaled up input support by approximately 19 percent, which could lead to another record production. 

Guatemala: Maize prices continue increasing in April following a typical seasonal trend, while black beans prices will remain 
low until stocks start to deplete at the end of April. Rice prices are likely to remain stable in accordance with international 
prices.  The prices of basic grains will increase during the lean season until the Primera harvest arrives in August/September 
across Central America.  

 

Figure 6. Price trends in selected markets in Central 

America and Caribbean 

 

 

 

 

Note: the figures follow the marketing year in each country.  

Sources: CNSA Haiti.  
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CENTRAL ASIA 

Current situation  

In Afghanistan and Tajikistan, wheat grain and wheat flour 
prices were stable between February and March 2013. Wheat 
prices increased in Kazakhstan, an important regional supplier, in 
late 2012 and early 2013 following drought-related production 
losses in 2012. Trade flows from important remaining carry-over 
stocks (from the previous year) and improvements in this 
season’s production prospects have likely contributed to the 
region’s stable price trends in recent months. 

Afghanistan: Wheat production prospects are favorable in 
Afghanistan and neighboring Pakistan, resulting in stable prices 
wheat grain and flour prices on most reference markets in 
Afghanistan in March. Wheat flour prices increased between 
February and March by six percent in Kandahar due to strong 
local demand (Figure 7).  Rice prices increased by five percent in 
both Mazar and Nili due to the high seasonal demand for 
imported rice. Persistent increases in the price of rice in Nili 
since October are attributed to traders sourcing supplies from 
atypical areas (Kabul versus Ghanzi). In Kandahar, the price of 
rice decreased by six percent due to increased informal imports 
from Pakistan. Vegetable oil prices remained unchanged in 
Jalalabad and Faizabad and decreased by 11 percent in Maimana 
and by six percent in Mazar. Livestock prices were stable on 
most reference markets except in Mazar where they increased 
by 11 percent due to high demand during the local Nowruz 
holiday. 

Tajikistan: The prices of both wheat grain and flour were stable 
in March, except in Kurgan-Tyube where the price of wheat grain 
increased by 11 percent due to high demand for the spring 
planting season. Wheat grain and flour prices were generally 
well above their respective March 2012 and five-year average 
levels. The prices for potatoes, vegetable oil, meat and fuel were 
generally stable on most reference markets. 

Outlook 

Wheat grain and wheat flour prices will likely remain at their 
current levels in both Afghanistan and Tajikistan until the winter 
wheat harvests in late May and June, at which point prices will 
gradually decrease. Regional crop prospects are generally good 
for this season.  

Afghanistan: Price trends in the coming months will depend mainly on the evolution of domestic and regional wheat 
harvest prospects. Regional growing conditions are generally favorable.  Higher transport and marketing costs will continue 
to affect food price levels in remote areas. 

Tajikistan: Wheat and wheat flour prices will remain stable on key reference markets because of the combined effects of 
stable but high prices in Kazakhstan (the main regional source of wheat flour imports) and high marketing costs.  Strong 
market demand for wheat should subside June when harvests start and households start to consume from their own 
production.  

Figure 7. Price trends in selected markets in Central 

Asia 

 

 

 

 

Note: the figures follow the marketing year in each country  

Sources: Afghanistan Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and Livestock, and 
WFP.  
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