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Press Statement on “Compassionate use of Ebola vaccine for healthcare and 

frontline workers and ring vaccination in Uganda 

 

2/11/2018. The Ministry of Health would like to inform the public and the entire 

world that it will conduct compassionate use of the Ebola vaccine (rVSV) for 

healthcare and frontline workers and ring vaccination in Uganda, starting next week.  

 

In August 2018, Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) outbreak was confirmed in the 

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), currently affecting north-eastern provinces of 

DRC which border Uganda, Rwanda and South Sudan. 

 

As neighbour to the DRC, Uganda is on high alert due to the high risk of the Ebola 

threat.  

 

EVD situation in DRC  

 

As of 1st November 2018, the DRC had registered a total of 285 cumulative 

cases, 250 confirmed cases and a total of 180 deaths. Currently about 41 suspect 

cases are under investigation.  

 

The affected two provinces are North Kivu - Mabalako; Butembo; Ocha; 

Musienene; Beni and Bingo and Ituri-  Mambasa, Mandina, Tchomia.  

 

EVD SITUATIONAL UPDATE IN UGANDA  

 

 There is NO confirmed EVD case in Uganda. 

 Active case search continues in all communities, health facilities and on 

formal and informal border crossing in all districts especially in the high 

risk ones. 

 Alert cases continue to be picked, isolated, treated and blood samples 

picked for testing by the Uganda Virus Research Institute (UVRI).  

 Infection Prevention and Control (IPC)  Training has been conducted in 

all the 5 Districts of Kabaraole, Bunyangabo, Kasese, Bundibugyo and 

Ntoroko 
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 Case Management and Surveillance Trainings have been conducted in 7 

districts of Kabaraole, Bunyangabo, Kasese, Bundibugyo, Ntoroko, 

Wakiso and Kampala 

 Risk communication and community engagement is ongoing Nationwide, 

this is to ensure that communities are sentisised and can timely report any 

suspected EVD case.  

 

Potential risk factors for transmission of EVD at the national and regional levels 

include the transportation links between the affected areas, the rest of the country, 

and neighbouring countries; the internal displacement of populations; and 

displacement of Congolese refugees to neighbouring countries.  

Additionally, the security situation in North Kivu and Ituri is hindering effective 

implementation of response activities.  

 

Cross border movements have been high traditionally due to visits to relatives and 

now heightened as the population looks out for safety, trade and medical attention. 

Based on this context, the public health risk of cross-border transmission of Ebola to 

Uganda was assessed to be very high at the national level. An undiagnosed Ebola 

patient could present to a health facility in Uganda for medical attention. This context 

puts the health care workers (HCW) and frontline workers (FLW) in Uganda at risk 

of being in contact with an EVD case in the context of the current outbreak in DRC. 

The results of a randomized, open-label, controlled, group study in Guinea provided 

convincing evidence that the rVSV vaccine has high protective efficacy in preventing 

EVD. The safety and efficacy results of this trial have been submitted to FDA and 

EMA. The licensure application is waiting for further information that needs to come 

from the vaccine manufacturer 

Therefore the Strategic Advisory Group of Experts (SAGE) for the World Health 

Organization (WHO) recommended that: 

 

“Should an Ebola disease outbreak occur before the candidate vaccine is licensed, 

SAGE recommended that the rVSVΔG-ZEBOV-GP vaccine be promptly deployed 

under the Expanded Access framework, with informed consent and in compliance 

with Good Clinical Practice. If the outbreak is caused by an Ebola virus species 

other than Zaire, consideration should be given to the use of other candidate 

vaccines that target the putative viral species. Ring vaccination, as used in the 
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Phase 3 study in Guinea, is the recommended delivery strategy. This should be 

adapted to the social and geographic conditions of the outbreak areas and include 

people at risk including but not limited to: (i) contacts and contacts of contacts; (ii) 

local and international health-care and front-line workers in the affected areas and 

(iii) health-care and front-line workers in areas at risk of expansion of the 

outbreak.” 

 

 “Expanded Access” (also called “Compassionate Use”), refers to the use of an 

investigational vaccine outside of clinical trials to prevent or treat a serious disease or 

condition for which there are no comparable or satisfactory approved therapy options 

available. It therefore provides a regulatory approval for individuals or groups of 

people at risk of EVD to gain access to investigational vaccines. 

Compassionate use of the vaccine has been used in Guinea in, in Sierra Leone, in the 

Democratic Republic of Congo during the flare up of the Equatorial Province and 

currently in North Kivu province.  

 

The purpose of the compassionate use is to offer access to the rVSV vaccine to HCW 

and FLW and offer protection against EVD in the context of the current EVD 

outbreak in DRC  

 

In line with the above recommendations, the Ministry of Health, Uganda with support 

from WHO submitted to the Uganda National Council of Science and Technology 

(UNCST) and National Drug Authority (NDA) approval of the protocol for 

compassionate use of the rVSV vaccine. I am glad to inform you that NDA, UNCST 

and UNHRO have approved the use of this vaccine for purposes of protecting 

frontline health workers in Uganda. May I use this opportunity to clarify to all 

Ugandans through the press that this vaccine is very safe as evidenced from its 

previous use in Guinea, Sierra Leone and in the Democratic Republic of Congo 

where no issues whatsoever about its safety has arisen.  

 

Currently 2100 Doses of the rVSV vaccine are available at the National Medical 

Stores and preparations are in high gear, including training of the Health workers that 

are to be targeted. If all goes as planned vaccination might begin as early as Monday 

5th November 2018. The vaccine is targeting only frontline health workers who are 

highest at risk of contracting EVD and is not available to the general population, as is 

the practice with all traditional vaccines. 
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The Ministry of Health has already trained health workers to conduct this vaccination 

exercise, starting next week 

 

At the same time, the Director General Health Services has already   appointed a 

principal investigator to oversee the vaccination exercise.  

 

The Ministry of Health appreciates and acknowledges support from development 

partners, who are part of the National Task Force for managing disease outbreaks.    

 

 

 

I thank you  

 

 

 

Hon. Dr.  Jane Ruth Aceng  

Minister of Health  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   


