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This summary is produced by the Mixed Migration Platform (MMP) and covers inter- and intra-regional 

displacement and displacement-induced mobility, drawing widely from available sources.

 

Given the complexity of current migration trends in the Middle East, this summary gives a 

consolidated snapshot of mixed migration in Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria and Turkey. Current mixed 

migration issues in Israel/oPt fall within the remit of the Regional Mixed Migration Secretariat (RMMS). 

A note on terminology: Throughout the report the term ‘refugees and other migrants’ is used to 

include all persons in mixed migration flows (this may include asylum seekers, trafficked persons, 

refugees, migrants, and other people on the move). Any reference to specific groups is consistent 

with the original source.

Cover photo: West Mosul, Iraq. Photo by: Noe Falk Nielsen / DRC

To be added to MMP’s monthly migration summary mailing list, please contact  
admin@mixedmigrationplatform.org  

Visit our website at: http://www.mixedmigrationplatform.org/
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August was marked by the re-emergence of the 
Black Sea route from Turkey to Romania, with 141 
people arriving by boat to Romania and at least 450 
intercepted en route. Greece saw the highest number 
of arrivals from Turkey thus far in 2017, though the 
number of people apprehended attempting to 
return by land from Greece increased by nearly 600 
compared to July figures. Overall apprehensions of 
people attempting to enter Turkey doubled to more 
than 40,000 in August, the majority occurring at the 
Syrian border. Ongoing violence in Syria led to the 
new displacement of more than 75,000 people in 
August and early September. Despite this, returns 
to the country continued throughout the month, with 
more than 40,000 people temporarily returning 
for the Eid holiday and more than 10,000 people 

returned from Lebanon under agreements brokered 
by various parties. More than 1,000 Iraqis fled to 
camps in Syria’s Al-Hasakah governorate throughout 
August, due to ongoing conflict in Iraq. Overall, the 
number of internally displaced Iraqis decreased 
by 1.1% in August, compared to July. In Jordan, the 
number of registered Iraqis, Yemenis and Sudanese 
increased in August, while the total number of Syrians 
decreased by more than 1,500.

The following sections of this report describe
monthly developments related to mixed migration 
by country, including reported arrivals, departures, 
internal displacement relevant to cross-border 
movement, and discussion of relevant policy 
changes.

OVERVIEW
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Turkey-Syria

Nearly 40,000 people apprehended 
attempting to enter Turkey at the Syrian 
border (almost double July figures).

Turkey-Romania

141 people arrived by boat in Romania, while 
450 were apprehended along the 
re-emerging Black Sea route.  

Lebanon-Syria

More than 10,000 Syrians returned from 
Lebanon under various brokered 
agreements.

Greece

3,585 people arrived to Greece by sea 
in August, the highest monthly number 
in 2017.

Overview of key developments across the Middle East (August 2017)
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Arrivals: Figures on arrivals to Iraq are only available 
for the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KR-I) and are 
published more than one month after the fact: in 
August, the latest figures available were for July, 
which saw 5,162 Syrian arrivals to KR-I. This was the 
highest monthly total in 2017 thus far, and more than 
double the number of arrivals in June. 25% of arrivals 
in July were newly entering KR-I on 15-day entry visas, 
while 75% were re-entering after having been allowed 
to temporarily return to Syria. 2,413 Syrian refugees 
were newly registered in KR-I in July, including 720 
new births. 

Updates on the number of returns to Iraq are not 
published monthly. In the first half of 2017, IOM 
reported that 4,006 Iraqis had returned through its 
Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration (AVRR) 
programme compared to 7,087 in the first half of 2016. 

Departures: Although the battle for Mosul was 
declared over in July, new displacement both within 
Iraq and to neighbouring countries continued in 
August as conflict persisted in other areas. As of 31 
August, 22,535 Iraqis had been received in camps 
in Syria’s Al-Hasakah governorate, a 4.8% increase 
on the 21,503 who had been received at the end of 
July. Additionally, 128 people were apprehended on 
entry to Turkey from Iraq in August, according to the 
Turkish Land Forces. This marks an increase from 
the 47 apprehensions recorded in July, and the 61 in 
June.

According to the most recent available estimates, 
1,884 Syrians returned from Iraq between January 
and May. In August, IOM reported that over 42,000 
Syrians had returned from neighbouring countries 
between January and July, including some from Iraq. 

The total number of Iraqi refugees hosted in countries 
in the region, as reported by UNHCR, has not been 
updated since April. It remained at 257,476 as of 31 
August. In Turkey, the number of Iraqi refugees also 
remained the same from July to August at 133,815. 

As of 31 August, 64,258 Iraqis were registered in 
Jordan, an increase of 1.3% since the last reported 
figure in June (63,417). Some 28,268 Iraqi refugees 
are reportedly registered in Iran, and 24,970 in Syria, 
but both data sources are outdated and current 
figures likely differ.

As of August, Iraqis were twelfth on the list of the 
most common nationalities arriving by sea in Europe 
in 2017, with 3,894 Iraqi arrivals reported in the first 
eight months of the year. 2,563 Iraqis have arrived 
by sea in Greece this year, including 962 in August. 
Iraqis now account for 17% of sea arrivals to Greece 
this year. 

Refugees and Other Migrants in Iraq: The number of 
Syrian refugees registered in Iraq decreased slightly 
in August compared to July, from 244,605 to 244,235. 
This reverses a trend of steadily growing registrations 
since September 2016. 

The number of refugees in Iraq, excluding Syrian 
refugees, increased from 43,528 in June to 45,968 in 
August (an increase of 5.6%). The number of stateless 
people in Iraq is not regularly reported and remained 
constant in August at 48,500. UNHCR’s database 
records information on ‘persons of concern’ in Iraq 
from 30 different countries. 43,528. The number of 
stateless people reported in Iraq remained constant 
at 48,500. UNHCR’s database records information 
on ‘persons of concern’ in Iraq from 30 different 
countries.
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https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/1.IRQ3RPJULY2017PROTECTIONDashboard.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/1.IRQ3RPJUNE2017PROTECTIONDashboard.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/1.IRQ3RPJULY2017PROTECTIONDashboard.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/our_work/DMM/AVRR/IOM-AVRR-Bulletin-2017-2.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jul/09/iraq-announces-victory-over-islamic-state-mosul
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/08/world/middleeast/un-warns-of-new-wave-of-displaced-iraqis-as-fight-against-isis-continues.html?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWXpVMFltWXhObVUyTnpGaiIsInQiOiJzeW9aRmpJWFdHS0Ewd0F5UDZQMUd2VWxFYWZQXC9tVTdnR1Z5Wm9yQ2pvN1N2c2h4OXk1aExvR0RkbmNcL2MrQkdnUVNrUW9RRUJqQVptRkNLMkp4MHRQeGN5XC9cL1ZXMk5QMVVlc0s3bDIrMU9oZm01ckdhTXhvU1hCeFZaTU81S3gifQ%3D%3D
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20170831%20UNHCR%20Iraq%20Flash%20Update.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20170730%20UNHCR%20Iraq%20Flash%20Update%20%281%29.pdf
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Sitrep_Turkey%20_August_2017.pdf
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Monthly_Flows_Compilation_Report_July_.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Monthly_Flows_Compilation_Report_June_2017.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/58330.pdf
https://www.iom.int/news/over-600000-displaced-syrians-returned-home-first-7-months-2017
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20170831%20UNHCR%20Iraq%20Flash%20Update.pdf
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Monthly_Flows_Compilation_Report_August_.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/JordanOperationalUpdateAugust2017-Final.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/jordan/registered-iraqis-jordan-30-june-2017
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Iran%20Factsheet%20July%202017%20-%20Final.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/2017_syria_hno_2.pdf
https://data2.unhcr.org/api/population/get/timeseries?export=csv&widget_id=46385&sv_id=11&population_group=4797&frequency=month&fromDate=1900-01-01
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean/location/5179
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IRAQSyrianRefugeeStats31July2017UNHCR.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=103
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR%20Iraq%20Factsheet%20June%202017.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR%20Iraq%20Factsheet%20August%202017.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR%20Iraq%20Factsheet%20August%202017.pdf
http://popstats.unhcr.org/en/overview
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR%20Iraq%20Factsheet%20June%202017.pdf
http://popstats.unhcr.org/en/overview


   A U G U S T  2 0 1 7

M I X E D  M I G R A T I O N  M O N T H L Y  S U M M A R Y  |  M I D D L E  E A S T5

Source: UNHCR, 31 July 2017.

Internal Displacement: The number of people 
internally displaced due to conflict in and around 
Mosul decreased in August, from 837,450 on 30 
July to 833,892 on 31 August, dropping by 0.4%, 
according to IOM figures. The number fluctuated 
during the first three weeks of August, but began to 
decrease consistently in the last week of the month. 
At the same time, IOM’s estimates for the number 
of people returning from internal displacement to 
Mosul rose from 234,594 on 30 July to 257,238 on 
31 August, an increase of 9.7%. Most of the return 
movement in August was from the outskirts of west 
Mosul towards the edge of the town centre, but not 
as far as the old town, which remains deserted due to 
high levels of destruction. 

In total, the number of IDPs in Iraq was 3,259,872 as 
of 30 August, a decrease of 35,730 (1.1%) since July. 
The total number of IDPs in Iraq has been decreasing 
steadily since 30 June. Meanwhile, 2,171,034 IDP 
returnees were reported across all of Iraq as of 
30 August, compared to 2,071,980 on 30 July, an 
increase of 99,504 (4.8%). 

Vulnerability and Protection: The number of civilian 
casualties continued to decrease across Iraq in 
August, but serious protection risks remain and 
humanitarian funding has stalled. Despite improved 
security and the delivery of some aid in Mosul, 
civilians continued to face life-threatening risks. 
Injuries due to explosive hazards were frequent. 
Insecurity deteriorated in other areas, particularly 
Tel Afar where an offensive to retake the city from 
the so-called Islamic State was launched in August. 
Many of those fleeing Tel Afar reported a critical 
lack of food and water in the city and enduring long 
escape journeys in extreme heat. At the end of 
August, an estimated 60,000 people were expected 
to be affected as government forces prepared for 
an offensive on Hawiga, one of the last towns in Iraq 
under the control of the so-called Islamic State. Highly 
vulnerable families are also reported to be stranded 
in western Anbar governorate near Al Qaim, unable to 
flee ahead of upcoming military operations.

JORDAN
Arrivals: Following the recapture of the Baghdad 
international highway by government forces from so-
called Islamic State militants on 30 August, Jordan re-
opened the Trebil-Karamah border crossing with Iraq.

According to the most recently available satellite 
images, a total of 1,656 shelters were visible at the 
Hadalat border crossing of the berm in July. Similar 
imagery analysed at the Rukban border crossing area 
on 26 June, identify 9,175 shelters (due to the small 

size of the shelters, UNOSAT state it is possible some 
shelters may have been missed or included errone-
ously).

In partnership with UNHCR, medical patients stranded 
at the berm continue to receive healthcare access at 
a clinic on the Jordanian side of the border via the 
Jordanian Health Aid Society (JHAS). 1,551 individuals 
had access to consultations and treatment for a range 
of conditions during the month of August, 35% of 
whom were under the age of 5.
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http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IRAQSyrianRefugeeStats31July2017UNHCR.pdf
http://iraqdtm.iom.int/EmergencyTracking.aspx
http://iraqdtm.iom.int/EmergencyTracking.aspx
http://iraqdtm.iom.int/EmergencyTracking.aspx
http://iraqdtm.iom.int/EmergencyTracking.aspx
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Humanitarian%20Bulletin%20%28August%202017%29.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Humanitarian%20Bulletin%20%28August%202017%29.pdf
http://iraqdtm.iom.int/IDPsML.aspx
http://iraqdtm.iom.int/ReturneeML.aspx
http://iraqdtm.iom.int/ReturneeML.aspx
http://www.uniraq.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=7496:un-casualty-figures-for-iraq-for-the-month-of&Itemid=633&lang=en
http://www.uniraq.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=7496:un-casualty-figures-for-iraq-for-the-month-of&Itemid=633&lang=en
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Humanitarian%20Bulletin%20%28August%202017%29.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-iraq-aid/first-major-aid-in-three-years-reaches-iraqs-west-mosul-icrc-idUSKCN1B123S?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiT1dSaU9XTmtPVE0zTTJRMyIsInQiOiJZY21mRTI3WUN0U2p0dlpmSFVrVGdGVlhLT1IrOTAyUnJKeWlXeGQ5bXdPMW56TG5WYTI3amdWRlpRQUZPdit6QllyV2xUNFdoXC9saktSUytHcDN3UFBKakZDRUNBQXBrQitBOStkcG5zZXZEVnJaM0d2V2t0aTg1ZG9DXC8xNFUzIn0%3D
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Mosul%20Humanitarian%20Response%20Situation%20Report%20No.%2041%20%2827%20July%20to%208%20Agust%202017%29.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Humanitarian%20Bulletin%20%28August%202017%29.pdf
https://www.voanews.com/a/aid-agencies-iraqis-in-tal-afar-face-danger-need-protection/3996384.html
https://www.thenational.ae/world/mena/battle-for-tal-afar-a-new-humanitarian-tragedy-unfolds-in-iraq-1.622349
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Humanitarian%20Bulletin%20%28August%202017%29.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-jordan-iraq/jordan-border-crossing-with-iraq-to-reopen-in-major-boost-to-ties-idUSKCN1B92ER
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-jordan-iraq/jordan-border-crossing-with-iraq-to-reopen-in-major-boost-to-ties-idUSKCN1B92ER
http://unosat-maps.web.cern.ch/unosat-maps/SY/CE20130604SYR/UNOSAT_A3_HadalatIDP_Landscape_20170718_opt_2.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/map/syrian-arab-republic/syria-jordan-border-shelter-density-map-rukban-border-crossing-imagery-2
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/JordanOperationalUpdateAugust2017-Final.pdf
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Departures: In August, IOM reported that over 
600,000 Syrians returned to cities and villages in 
Syria during the first six months of 2017 (84% of whom 
were internally displaced and 16% who returned 
from the neighbouring countries of Iraq, Turkey and 
Jordan). No figures were available for Jordan.  

Refugees and Other Migrants in Jordan: According 
to UNHCR, there were 738,009 ‘active registered’ 
refugees in Jordan at the end of August. This total 
includes 658,901 Syrians, a decrease of 1,539 from 
31 July. The number of registered Iraqis, however, 
increased by 407 (0.6%) between July and August. 
8,512 Yemenis were registered in Jordan in August, 
an increase of 357 people (4.4%) compared to July 
figures. 100 Sudanese refugees were registered 
during the same period, increasing the total number 
of registered Sudanese refugees by 2.6% to 3,868. 
Only four Somalis were registered in August, for a 
total of 807. 123 refugees were registered as ‘other’ 
during the same period, increasing the total figure for 
this category to 1,663 in the country.

Vulnerability and Protection: As a result of an 
International Labour Organisation (ILO)-led agreement 
with the Jordanian government, the General 
Federation of Jordanian Trade Unions (GFJTU) issued 

the first non-employer specific, non-position specific 
work permits to Syrian refugees in August. Specific 
regulations were further developed within the 
construction sector (formally employing around 42% 
of all Syrians in Jordan) to provide Syrian refugees 
with access to non-employer specific work permits. 
Under the management of ILO and UNHCR, Jordan’s 
first job centre for refugees also opened in Zaatari 
camp in August. 

Nonetheless, many Syrians without access to docu-
mentation (and by extension, work) continue to resort 
to negative coping mechanisms, including child mar-
riage for young girls. 

An explosion was reported at the Nasib border 
crossing between Jordan and Syria’s southern Daraa 
province on 12 August, killing 23 fighters (mostly from 
the Jaish Al-Islam group) and injuring more. The Nasib 
border crossing has been closed since 2015, previ-
ously a major trade route encompassing a free trade 
zone connecting Syria, Iraq, Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan 
and the Gulf states. Sources remain divided on the 
pending re-opening of this border, which is linked to 
the de-escalation deal signed on 7 July 2017 between 
Jordan, Russia and the United States of America.

LEBANON
Arrivals: No new information regarding arrivals in 
Lebanon was reported in August. In January 2015, 
the Lebanese government introduced new visa 
restrictions which suspended the registration of new 
refugees. These restrictions remain in force and 
information about arrivals has consequently been 
limited. Despite the restrictions, however, there are 
informal reports that Syrians continue to arrive in 
Lebanon.

Departures: On 2 August, dozens of buses left the 
Lebanese border town of Arsal for Idlib and Hama 
provinces in Syria, carrying Syrian refugees, rebel 
fighters and their families. At least 7,500 people were 
escorted across the border by the Lebanese Red 
Cross following an agreement between Hezbollah 
and Hay’et Tahrir al-Sham. On 13 August, buses 
began to transport another group of more than 3,100 
Syrian refugees and rebel fighters from north-eastern 
Lebanon into nearby towns in Syria’s Qalamoun 
region, this time under an agreement brokered 
between Hezbollah and Saray Ahl al-Sham. While the 

returns have generally been portrayed as voluntary, 
some senior UN officials question how much choice 
over their departure many of those who crossed into 
Syria actually had. 

On 27 August, the Governor of Rif Dimashq pro-
claimed that Palestinian refugees from Syria’s Sbeineh 
refugee camp – many of whom have been living in 
Lebanon since a military campaign demolished most 
of the camp’s buildings – would be allowed to return 
as of 1 September. However, videos posted to Pal-
estinian-Syrian community Facebook pages showed 
that crowds of Palestinians were already returning as 
of 27 August. The exact number of Palestinian-Syrians 
that returned from Lebanon to Syria’s Sbeineh camp 
is unconfirmed. 
 
Refugees and Other Migrants in Lebanon: Last 
updated on 30 June, UNHCR figures continue to 
report 1,001,051 Syrian refugees in Lebanon. The 
figure was not updated in July or August. 

http://www.iom.int/news/over-600000-displaced-syrians-returned-home-first-7-months-2017
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/JordanOperationalUpdateAugust2017-Final.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/jordan/jordan-issues-first-their-kind-work-permits-syria-refugees-arab-region
https://reliefweb.int/report/jordan/new-regulations-syrian-refugee-access-non-employer-specific-work-permits-jordan-s
https://reliefweb.int/report/jordan/jordan-s-first-job-centre-syrian-refugees-opens-zaatari-camp-0
https://apnews.com/da39ffe249df4f8fb37a6c923fc626a3
https://apnews.com/da39ffe249df4f8fb37a6c923fc626a3
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria-jordan/explosion-hits-rebels-on-syria-jordan-border-monitor-activist-idUSKBN1AR2BS
https://www.newsdeeply.com/syria/community/2017/09/11/what-jordans-reopened-border-will-mean-for-syria
https://www.newsdeeply.com/syria/community/2017/09/11/what-jordans-reopened-border-will-mean-for-syria
https://www.newsdeeply.com/syria/community/2017/09/11/what-jordans-reopened-border-will-mean-for-syria
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2015/01/syrians-worried-over-lebanon-new-visa-rules-20151525310687936.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2015/01/syrians-worried-over-lebanon-new-visa-rules-20151525310687936.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2017/08/syrian-refugees-lebanon-live-fear-arsal-170826083802752.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/08/syrian-fighters-refugees-arrive-rebel-held-idlib-170804034636552.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2017/08/syrian-refugees-lebanon-live-fear-arsal-170826083802752.html
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2017/08/15
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/aug/14/thousands-refugees-militants-return-syria-from-lebanon-hezbollah
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/aug/14/thousands-refugees-militants-return-syria-from-lebanon-hezbollah
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/aug/14/thousands-refugees-militants-return-syria-from-lebanon-hezbollah
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/09/syria-palestinian-refugee-camps-return.html?utm_source=Boomtrain&utm_medium=manual&utm_campaign=20170911&bt_ee=Bqlu9m1rJoH7jE0qqNvursQgaUgL5PBGnNzlaKBw9MBPNoMSHjOXKgeookm5J8fn&bt_ts=1505150647980
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/09/syria-palestinian-refugee-camps-return.html?utm_source=Boomtrain&utm_medium=manual&utm_campaign=20170911&bt_ee=Bqlu9m1rJoH7jE0qqNvursQgaUgL5PBGnNzlaKBw9MBPNoMSHjOXKgeookm5J8fn&bt_ts=1505150647980
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=122
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One of the informal tent settlements in Bekaa Valley, Lebanon where refugees live – August 2017. Photo by: MMP/Carolyn Davis

Since January, there has been no new data regarding 
registered Palestinian refugees living in Lebanon.  In 
January, Lebanon’s Crisis Response Plan indicated 
that there were 277,985 registered Palestinian refu-
gees and 31,502 Palestinian-Syrian refugees in Leb-
anon. In May, UNHCR reported 6,000 Iraqi nationals 
in Lebanon, though the figure has not been updated 
since. 

An estimated 250,000 female migrants are currently 
registered in Lebanon as domestic workers. In reality, 
however, many of these women are unregistered, 
meaning the total number of domestic workers is 
likely much higher.  
 
Vulnerability and Protection: Following mass returns 
to Syria in August, Syrian families remaining in Arsal 
are concerned about a new deal under which they 
might be forcefully sent back. Many Syrians do 
not have a place to return to in Syria, while others 

fear retaliatory attacks if they go back. The UN has 
repeatedly refused to promote return, stating that 
Syria lacks the necessary conditions for it to be 
deemed safe.

On 17 August, several people were killed when fight-
ing erupted in Ain el-Hilweh camp between a joint 
security force (including the Fatah group) and the 
Islamist Badr group. The violence in the Palestinian 
refugee camp caused a number of families to flee the 
area.  

Despite the spending of US$200 million and a de-
cade of rebuilding, only half of Nahr el-Bared’s former 
residents – about 15,000 people – have been able to 
return to the camp since Lebanese shelling in 2007. 
The other half continues to live in precarious shelters 
awaiting the opportunity to return. 

https://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/lebanon-crisis-response-plan-2017-2020-enar
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/aid/countries/factsheets/lebanon_syrian_crisis_en.pdf
https://thinkprogress.org/worker-suicides-lebanon-bdad104db8b4/
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2017/08/syrian-refugees-lebanon-live-fear-arsal-170826083802752.html
https://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/preventing-forced-return-lebanon-and-greater-levant
https://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/preventing-forced-return-lebanon-and-greater-levant
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2017/08/21
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2017/08/21
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-lebanon-security-camp/one-dead-in-clashes-with-islamists-in-palestinian-camp-in-lebanon-idUSKCN1AZ0KK
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/articles/2017/08/09/from-the-ruins-of-a-palestinian-camp-a-long-road-to-reconstruction?utm_campaign=cec20350ec-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_11&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Refugees+Deeply&utm_term=0_8b056c90e2-cec20350ec-117437229
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SYRIA

Arrivals: Between 17 October 2016 and the end of 
August, 22,535 Iraqis had been received in camps in 
Syria’s Al-Hasakah governorate, an increase of 4.8% 
compared to this figure for July. 

After a series of return movements from Lebanon 
to Syria in previous months involving hundreds of 
people, August saw a significant increase in the scale 
of movement back to Syria, with over 10,000 people 
moving from Arsal in Lebanon to various locations in 
Syria, including Idlib governorate and Qalamoun (see 
Lebanon section for more details).

According to IOM figures published in August, 7% of 
the 603,000 Syrians who returned between Janu-
ary and July returned from neighbouring countries. 
Among the main reasons cited for return were protec-
tion of property assets and the improved economic 
situation. 

At the end of August, over 40,000 Syrians were 
reported to have temporarily returned to parts of 
northern Syria to celebrate the Eid al-Adha holiday. 
Crossings were allowed from 15 August. Temporary 
return visits were also permitted during the Eid al-Fitr 
holiday in June. 
 
Departures: Overall, the number of Syrian refugees 
registered in neighbouring countries and North 
Africa decreased marginally from 5,166,009 in 
July to 5,164,947 in August, a reduction of 1,062. In 
Turkey, the number of Syrian refugees increased in 
August, from 3,106,932 on 27 July to 3,168,757 on 
7 September, an increase of 61,825 (2%). In Jordan, 
there were 659,125 registered Syrian refugees as of 6 
September, 1,457 fewer than the 660,582 reported on 
6 August. This marks a decrease of 0.2%, a change 
from the trend of a steadily growing population in 
recent months. The number of Syrian refugees in 
Iraq also decreased slightly from 244,605 in July to 
244,235 in August. The number of Syrian refugees 
registered in Lebanon has not been updated since 
30 June, and remained at 1,001,051, although media 
has reported cases of refugees moving back to Syria 
in July and August (see Arrivals section). A total of 
152,332 Syrian refugees were registered in the North 
African countries of Egypt, Algeria, Libya, Morocco 
and Tunisia as of 31 July. New data was not available 
in August. 

Syrians are the third most common nationality arriving 
in Europe by sea in 2017. As of 12 September, 9,585 
Syrians had arrived, some 8.3% of the total arrivals.  

In August, the number of Syrian sea arrivals to Greece 
in 2017 reached 6,103. The monthly increase of 1,544 
(34%) was the largest so far this year. Syrians account 
for over 40% of all sea arrivals to Greece in 2017. As 
of 31 August, 1,987 Syrians had arrived in Italy by sea, 
a marginal increase of 48 (2.5%) since July. Syrians 
make up 2.1% of all arrivals by sea to Italy. 2017 sea 
arrival figures for Spain date to May, at which time 681 
Syrians had arrived. 
 
Refugees and Other Migrants in Syria: Between 
30 June and 31 August, the number of registered 
refugees and asylum seekers in Syria increased from 
58,735 to 58,792, an increase of 57 individuals. Most 
are from Iraq, but there are also people from Afghan-
istan, Pakistan, Somalia and Sudan. As of August, 
some 438,000 long-term Palestinian refugees re-
mained in Syria. 
 
Internal Displacement: In northern Syria, 75,400 
people were newly displaced in August and the first 
week of September, according to UNHCR. In line with 
previous months, most new displacements were re-
corded in Al-Raqqa governorate, due to the ongoing 
government offensive in areas controlled by the so-
called Islamic State. During the course of the month, 
the departure rate from Al-Raqqa city decreased, as 
many had already fled. As of 17 August, however, an 
estimated 22,000 people were left in six of the city’s 
24 neighbourhoods. They face severe protection 
concerns and deteriorating humanitarian conditions.  

In southwest Syria, 380 new displacements were 
recorded in August, compared to 545 people in July 
and 3,500 in June. Displacement has remained low in 
areas affected by a ceasefire, which came into force 
on 9 July. As of late August, it continued to hold. How-
ever, outside of the ceasefire areas, concerns mount-
ed in August for the safety of displaced populations 
along the border with Jordan, as government troops 
advanced into the remote desert areas near Rukban 
and Hadalat camps. Some residents of the Hadalat 
camp moved to Rukban for safety in mid-August. By 
the end of the month, almost 4,000 had fled Rukban 
to Kurdish-controlled territory in northern Syria. Others 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20170831%20UNHCR%20Iraq%20Flash%20Update.pdf
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2017/7/12/300-refugees-return-to-syria-from-lebanon-border-camps
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria-lebanon-idUSKBN19X1Y6
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2017/08/syrian-refugees-lebanon-live-fear-arsal-170826083802752.html
http://www.iom.int/news/over-600000-displaced-syrians-returned-home-first-7-months-2017
http://www.arabnews.com/node/1151946/middle-east
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=224
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=224
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=107
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=107
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IRAQSyrianRefugeeStats31July2017UNHCR.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=103
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=122
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean/location/5179
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean/location/5205
http://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean/location/5226
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR%20Syria%20Fact%20Sheet%20July%202017%20%28Eng%29.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR%20Fact%20Sheet%20September%202017%20Eng.pdf
https://www.unrwa.org/resources/reports/syria-palestine-refugees-humanitarian-snapshot-august-2017
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/170914%20syria%20flash%20update%20cccm%20snfi%20protection.pdf
http://www.reachresourcecentre.info/system/files/resource-documents/reach_syr_ar-raqqa_city_situation_overview_iv_17_august_2017_1.pdf
http://www.reachresourcecentre.info/system/files/resource-documents/reach_syr_ar-raqqa_city_situation_overview_iv_17_august_2017_1.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/170914%20syria%20flash%20update%20cccm%20snfi%20protection.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/170703%20syria%20flash%20update%20cccm%20snfi%20protection.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-flash-update-recent-events-5-july-2017
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/jordan-gains-ceasefire-south-syria.html
http://www.jordantimes.com/news/local/amman-centre-south-syria-ceasefire-control-embarks-mission
http://syriadirect.org/news/hundreds-of-displaced-syrians-risk-a-return-home-as-regime-forces-approach-rukban-camp/
http://syriadirect.org/news/hundreds-of-displaced-syrians-risk-a-return-home-as-regime-forces-approach-rukban-camp/
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returned to Qaraytayn in Homs governorate, which 
they fled in 2015. 

IOM reported in August that some 603,000 Syrians 
returned between January and July, mostly to their 
own homes. 93% had been internally displaced, while 
7% had been displaced internationally (see Arrivals 
section above). Around two-thirds returned to Aleppo 

governorate. Although the Syrian government has 
sought to encourage returns, concerns about the 
premature and potentially forced nature of returns 
were voiced strongly in August. Approximately 10% of 
the Syrians who have returned in 2016 and 2017 have 
been subsequently displaced again.  

TURKEY
Arrivals:In August, Turkish Land Forces reported the 
apprehension of 41,644 people on entry to Turkey, 
the majority at the Syrian border (39,983). The 
number is more than double the previous month’s 
figure, with 20,566 apprehensions reported in July, 
though the cause of this increase remains unclear. 
The number of people apprehended entering Turkey 
from Greece has also continued to increase with 
1,400 reported in August compared to 810 in July 
and only 310 in June. An additional 128 people were 
apprehended trying to enter Turkey at the Iraqi 
border, 119 at the Iranian border, and 14 at the border 
with Nakhichevan province in Azerbaijan. 

Movement across the Turkey-Syria border has been 
limited since 2015, and further restricted since Sep-
tember 2016 when a 900 kilometre wall project was 
launched spanning the provinces of Hatay, Sanliurfa, 
Kilis, Gaziantep, Mardin and Sirnak. Human Rights 
Watch estimates that roughly one million internally 
displaced Syrians are hemmed in at the Turkish bor-
der with Idlib province, prevented from exiting Turkey 
by both the wall and border security. Despite the con-
straints, people are reportedly still able to cross the 
border by paying smugglers or bribing authorities. In 

addition, construction has reportedly begun on a two 
metre wide, three metre high, 144 kilometre wall along 
Turkey’s border with Iran. Completion of the wall’s 
‘first stage’, as well as the new construction of a wall 
on the Iraqi border, is estimated to begin in October. 
 
Between 4 April 2016 and 31 August, a total of 1,307 
people have been returned from Greece to Turkey 
under the EU-Turkey Statement. 18 people were 
returned in August. The majority of those returned 
under the Statement are from Pakistan, followed by 
Syria, Algeria, Bangladesh, and Afghanistan, among 
other smaller groups. 

In its seventh report on the progress of the EU-Turkey 
Statement, the European Commission acknowledged 
that the number of returns from Greece is far lower 
than the number of arrivals, but claims that the State-
ment has delivered “concrete results in reducing 
irregular and dangerous crossings [and] lives lost”. 
Turkey, however, continued to issue warnings to 
the EU in August over perceived “foot-dragging” on 
pledges of visa-free travel for Turks, while the mayor 
of Lesbos accused Turkey of “not upholding the terms 
of the deal” following an increase in arrivals to the 
island in August. 
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http://www.iom.int/news/over-600000-displaced-syrians-returned-home-first-7-months-2017
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/08/displaced-from-waer-neighborhood-return-to-regime-held-area.html?utm_source=Boomtrain&utm_medium=manual&utm_campaign=20170802&bt_ee=iy/fYaULJCwdfWz6xgLL15WRfAln8pjvsGpRRD06NlYjpAFBJef1nj10m1p6UVhE&bt_ts=1501689736265
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/community/2017/08/11/why-its-far-too-early-to-talk-of-return-for-syrian-refugees-2?utm_source=Refugees+Deeply&utm_campaign=35aa5b4313-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_21&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8b056c90e2-35aa5b4313-117437229&ct=t(An_Invitation_to_Refugee_Talks8_21_2017)
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/syrias-war-created-millions-of-refugees-some-might-be-forced-to-return-home/2017/08/27/3efac6a8-7dff-11e7-b2b1-aeba62854dfa_story.html?utm_term=.715e3c71dd5c
http://www.latimes.com/world/middleeast/la-fg-lebanon-syria-refugees-20170813-story.html
http://www.iom.int/news/over-600000-displaced-syrians-returned-home-first-7-months-2017
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Sitrep_Turkey%20_August_2017.pdf
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Monthly_Flows_Compilation_Report_July_.pdf
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Sitrep_Turkey%20_August_2017.pdf
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Monthly_Flows_Compilation_Report_July_.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/mixed-migration-flows-mediterranean-compilation-available-data-and-information-june
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Sitrep_Turkey%20_August_2017.pdf
http://www.irinnews.org/special-report/2016/03/10/no-way-out-how-syrians-are-struggling-find-exit
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/turkey-syria-security-wall-under-construction-border-area.html
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/09/19/trapped-desperation-syrias-displaced-civilians
http://www.newsweek.com/border-between-turkey-and-syria-open-business-jihadists-welcome-635072
http://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/download/58838
http://harekact.bordermonitoring.eu/2017/08/09/1390/
https://www.voanews.com/a/report-says-turkey-begins-building-border-wall-with-iran/3976829.html
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/turkey-syria-security-wall-under-construction-border-area.html
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/59081
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/59081
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Sitrep_Turkey%20_August_2017.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/sites/near/files/20170906_seventh_report_on_the_progress_in_the_implementation_of_the_eu-turkey_statement_en.pdf
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/08/turkey-warns-migrants-spat-eu.html?utm_source=Boomtrain&utm_medium=manual&utm_campaign=20170815&bt_ee=EAdTgeruXS41FmcMPx5qkmzsl1ShRRdxrNkDpqhU+xJm+Ip8ZVwMIXKgz4Ji6z3A&bt_ts=1502814028387
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/world/turkey-accused-of-breaking-eu-migration-deal-qkmlzz2j9
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/world/turkey-accused-of-breaking-eu-migration-deal-qkmlzz2j9
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Departures: According to the Turkish Coast Guard, 
2,669 ‘irregular migrants’ involved in 57 ‘irregular 
migration incidents’ were reported in August, an 
increase from the 1,743 people in 41 incidents 
reported in July, potentially due to the re-emergence 
of the Black Sea route (see below). These figures 
mark an increase of 66.5% compared to August 
2016. Of those people ‘apprehended/rescued’ 
by the Turkish Coast Guard in August, the top ten 
nationalities included, in descending order: Syria, 
Afghanistan, Congo, Iran, Eritrea, Cameroon, Iraq, 
Togo, Mali, and South Africa, though individual figures 
for each group were unavailable. 

The total number of people arriving by sea to 
Greece from Turkey increased to 3,585 in August, 
the highest monthly total in 2017, and 1,336 more 
than the total arrivals in July. The increase in arriv-
als to Greece has been attributed to calm seas and 
warm weather. At the time of reporting, data on the 
nationalities of arrivals in August was not available. 
Between January and August, 15,119 people arrived 
in Greece by sea, with the most common countries 
of origin including Syria (40.4%), Iraq (17%), ‘other 
countries’ (12%), Afghanistan (8.9%), Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (4.5%), Algeria (3.8%), Pa-
kistan (3.2%), stateless individuals (3.2%), State of 
Palestine (3.1%), Iran (2.3%), and Kuwait (1.6%).

In August, UNHCR and other media outlets report-
ed that boats carrying refugees and other migrants 
had arrived in Romania across the Black Sea from 
Turkey for the first time since February 2015. At 

least 141 people arrived in Romania by sea in 
August, the majority Iraqi, while the Turkish Coast 
Guard intercepted/rescued several vessels along 
this route. One boat carried more than 300 people. 
Additionally, 150 Syrians were intercepted while 
boarding a fishing boat in Turkey. Weather condi-
tions on the Black Sea are thought to be worse than 
on the Mediterranean, prompting concern over the 
dangers of this route.

While no specific numbers are available for August, 
the European Commission reported that between 9 
June and 3 September, at least 1,363 refugees and 
other migrants arrived by sea in Italy from Turkey. 
Additionally, two boats arrived in Cyprus during this 
time period, with a total of 228 Syrians on board.

In the thirteen months following an attempted coup 
in July 2016, thousands of Turkish citizens have fled 
the country, seeking asylum in Europe. More than 
8,700 Turks claimed asylum in Germany in 2016 
and 2017 making it the primary destination for Turk-
ish political refugees. Additionally, on 2 August, 17 
Turkish nationals claimed asylum in Greece after en-
tering via the island of Rhodes. Local newspapers 
reported that, as of early September, nearly 1,000 
Turks had requested asylum in Greece following the 
attempted coup. 

Turkish Land Forces apprehended 4,200 people 
attempting to exit Turkey via its land borders in Au-
gust, compared to the 2,060 reported in July. The 
majority (3,414) were apprehended at the Greek 
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http://www.sahilguvenlik.gov.tr/baskanliklar/harekat/faaliyet_istatistikleri/duzensiz_goc_istatistikleri.html
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Sitrep_Turkey%20_August_2017.pdf
http://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean/location/5179
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/58745
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkey/unicef-turkey-humanitarian-situation-report-12-august-2017
http://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean/location/5179
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/fears-new-black-sea-migration-route-after-romania-intercepts-asylum-boat-646958403
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/59081
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/59081
http://harekact.bordermonitoring.eu/2017/08/29/syrian-refugees-stopped-at-unlikely-route-to-romania/
http://harekact.bordermonitoring.eu/2017/08/29/syrian-refugees-stopped-at-unlikely-route-to-romania/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2017/sep/12/smugglers-make-test-runs-with-migrants-across-even-more-deadly-black-sea-route-romania
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2017/sep/12/smugglers-make-test-runs-with-migrants-across-even-more-deadly-black-sea-route-romania
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2017/sep/12/smugglers-make-test-runs-with-migrants-across-even-more-deadly-black-sea-route-romania
https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/sites/near/files/20170906_seventh_report_on_the_progress_in_the_implementation_of_the_eu-turkey_statement_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/sites/near/files/20170906_seventh_report_on_the_progress_in_the_implementation_of_the_eu-turkey_statement_en.pdf
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/12/turkey-failed-coup-attempt-161217032345594.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/turkish-political-refugees-flock-to-germany/3993063.html
https://www.turkishminute.com/2017/08/03/17-turkish-nationals-ask-for-asylum-in-greece-say-their-lives-in-danger/?utm_content=buffer2dcbc&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
https://www.turkishminute.com/2017/08/03/17-turkish-nationals-ask-for-asylum-in-greece-say-their-lives-in-danger/?utm_content=buffer2dcbc&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
https://stockholmcf.org/995-turks-have-requested-asylum-in-greece-amid-post-coup-crackdown/
https://stockholmcf.org/995-turks-have-requested-asylum-in-greece-amid-post-coup-crackdown/
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Sitrep_Turkey%20_August_2017.pdf
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Monthly_Flows_Compilation_Report_July_.pdf
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border where people typically swim or use boats to 
cross the Evros river separating Turkey and Greece. 
People were also apprehended at the border with 
Bulgaria (464), Syria (309), Iran (11), and Iraq (2). 
According to the Hellenic Police and Coast Guard, 
at least 575 people arrived in Greece by land in 
August, a 73.2% increase from the 332 arrivals 
reported in August. No figures were available for 
the number of land arrivals from Turkey to Bulgaria 
in August, but the European Commission estimates 
that an average of two people arrive each day. As 
of 31 July, 440 people have been intercepted by 
Bulgarian authorities upon arrival via the Turkish 
border in 2017. In August, authorities announced 
the planned deployment of 600 soldiers to the bor-
der with Turkey to prevent irregular crossing. 

At the end of August, more than 40,000 Syrians re-
portedly returned to Syria from Turkey to celebrate 
the Eid al-Adha holiday in early September. More 
than 47,000 Syrians had applied for the necessary 
permission from authorities to leave the country 
temporarily, and must return to Turkey by 15 Octo-
ber. Return movement unrelated to the holiday has 
continued in 2017 with an estimated 70,000 Syrians 
already returned to northern Syrian provinces as of 
August. An additional 100,000 people are predicted 
to return before the end of the year, following the 
March conclusion of the Turkish military’s Operation 
Euphrates Shield which ‘cleared’ Kurdish fighters 
and the so-called Islamic State from the northern 
provinces. 

As of 29 August, UNHCR reports that more than 
5,000 Iraqis have returned from Turkey this year, the 
majority to Mosul. Some returns have been spon-
taneous, while others occurred within return pro-
grammes led by Iraqi authorities.  
 
Refugees and Other Migrants in Turkey: In August, 
Turkey’s Directorate General for Migration Manage-
ment (DGMM) increased its estimate of the number of 
‘foreign nationals’ seeking international protection in 
the country to 3.5 million from 3.4 million in July. The 
majority of this group is made up of Syrians under 
‘temporary protection’, who totalled 3,168,757 as of 

7 September, an increase of 61,825 (2%) from July 
figures. Turkey also hosts some 324,100 other ‘asylum 
seekers and refugees’, among them 141,200 Afghans 
and 137,100 Iraqis.  
 
Vulnerability and Protection:  After the eight 
fatalities reported in July, no deaths were reported on 
the eastern Mediterranean route in August. The total 
number of deaths along this route in 2017 remained 
at 45.

While no deaths were recorded at the Evros river in 
August, a new report from the International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross details the dangers of the river 
crossing, including risks of hypothermia and drown-
ing. According to the report, hundreds of refugees 
and other migrants who died in or near the river 
remain unidentified. 

Two men were hit and killed by a passenger train in 
north eastern Greece after reportedly crossing the 
border from Turkey and walking along the tracks en 
route to their next destination. The event happened in 
late August and the nationalities of the men were not 
disclosed. 

IOM’s most recent flow monitoring survey looks at the 
experiences of human trafficking and other exploit-
ative practices as reported by 3,960 adults and chil-
dren along the eastern Mediterranean route between 
February and July. The surveys show that 10% of 
adults and 8.5% of children experienced at least one 
form of exploitation throughout their journey, with 78% 
of all incidents occurring in Turkey. A new report from 
UNICEF similarly highlights the exploitation faced by 
children and youth on the move within and through 
Turkey. 

Internal Displacement: New estimates of the number 
of people displaced since December 2015 due to 
security operations in Turkey’s predominantly Kurdish 
southeast were not available in August, and remain 
between 355,000 and 500,000. 

For an infographic update on mixed migration trends 
in August please see this report from DRC Turkey.

https://reliefweb.int/report/greece/tragedy-evros-perilous-river-crossing-greece
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Sitrep_Turkey%20_August_2017.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/mixed-migration-flows-mediterranean-compilation-available-data-and-information-august
https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/sites/near/files/20170906_seventh_report_on_the_progress_in_the_implementation_of_the_eu-turkey_statement_en.pdf
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Monthly_Flows_Compilation_Report_July_.pdf
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2017/08/18
http://www.arabnews.com/node/1151946/middle-east
https://www.dailysabah.com/turkey/2017/08/21/thousands-of-syrians-in-turkey-return-home-ahead-of-eid-al-adha
https://www.pri.org/stories/2017-09-03/over-40000-syrian-refugees-living-turkey-returned-home-eid
https://www.pri.org/stories/2017-09-03/over-40000-syrian-refugees-living-turkey-returned-home-eid
https://www.iom.int/news/over-600000-displaced-syrians-returned-home-first-7-months-2017
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/around-100000-refugees-expected-to-return-to-syria-from-turkey-by-end-of-2017-study.aspx?PageID=238&NID=116438&NewsCatID=341
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/03/turkey-ends-euphrates-shield-operation-syria-170329211428970.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/03/turkey-ends-euphrates-shield-operation-syria-170329211428970.html
https://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/iraq-situation-unhcr-flash-update-29-august-2017
http://www.internal-displacement.org/internal-displacement-updates/issue-24-24-august-6-september-2017/
http://www.internal-displacement.org/internal-displacement-updates/issue-24-24-august-6-september-2017/
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Sitrep_Turkey%20_August_2017.pdf
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Sitrep_Turkey%20_August_2017.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=224
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkey/unicef-turkey-humanitarian-situation-report-12-august-2017
https://missingmigrants.iom.int/region/mediterranean
https://reliefweb.int/report/greece/tragedy-evros-perilous-river-crossing-greece
https://reliefweb.int/report/greece/tragedy-evros-perilous-river-crossing-greece
http://greece.greekreporter.com/2017/08/29/two-people-possibly-migrants-killed-when-hit-by-train-in-evros/
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Analysis_Flow_Monitoring_and_Human_Trafficking_Surveys_in_the_Mediterranean_and_Beyond_adults_children.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/press_release/file/Harrowing_Journeys_Children_and_youth_on_the_move_across_the_Mediterranean.pdf
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2016/12/06
http://reliefweb.int/report/turkey/report-human-rights-situation-south-east-turkey-july-2015-december-2016
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/internal-displacement-update-issue-7-1-14-december-2016
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkey/drc-turkey-mixed-migration-monthly-update-august-2017
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OTHER NEWS

Eritreans ‘stuck’ in Egypt: Roughly 8,000 Eritrean 
refugees are stuck in limbo in Egypt, according to 
a report from Refugees Deeply. This number has 
doubled in size since the beginning of 2016. Eritreans 
hoping to pass through Egypt en route to Europe are 
increasingly thwarted as Egyptian authorities crack 
down on “clandestine migration”.

Pilot blocks deportation: In late August, the attempt-
ed deportation of an Afghan asylum seeker from 
the UK was blocked when a Turkish Airlines pilot at 
Heathrow airport refused to take off, stating the man’s 
“life [was] at risk”.

Police evict refugees in Rome: Clashes erupted in 
Rome, as police used water cannons and batons to 
evict refugees squatting in a city square. Roughly 100 
refugees had been occupying the square, the majori-
ty Eritreans, who had been granted asylum in Italy.

Increased arrivals in Spain: 3,144 people arrived by 
sea to Spain in August, up from roughly 2,600 arrivals 
in both June and July, with some 600 people report-
edly rescued by the Spanish Coast Guard in one 

24 hour period. While these increases have fuelled 
media reports of a growing ‘migrant crisis’ in Spain, 
others argue that it is too soon to tell if this is a trend 
and if increased arrivals will continue.

Greece to accept returns from Germany: Germany 
will begin sending asylum seekers back to Greece, 
marking the end of a suspension on such transfers 
due to poor conditions in the country of first arrival. 
At the end of August, Germany had reportedly made 
400 resettlement requests to return asylum seekers 
to the country in which they first entered the EU, a 
move denounced by human rights groups. Mean-
while, the German Interior Minister has expressed 
his support for extending a temporary ban on Syrian 
family reunification in Germany beyond its March 2018 
expiry date. This policy had already been met with 
protest in Greece.

See also MHub Monthly Trend Bulletins accessible 
here.

MMP and its partners released six new publications 
in August, including feature articles on the role of 
policy in migration decisions, the wait for new asylum 
legislation in Serbia, as well as an infographic on the 
development of EU migration policies. 

MMP partner Ground Truth Solutions also published 
summaries of its latest perception surveys in Leba-
non, as well as summaries of surveys and focus group 
discussions in Izmir, Istanbul, and Gaziantep. 

The International Organization for Migration’s (IOM) 
newest issue of Migration Policy Practice focuses 
exclusively on irregular migration, and ways to collect 
and analyse data on this phenomenon. Additionally, 
the publication of IOM’s ‘Fatal Journeys - Volume 
3’ provides a review of data sources on missing 
migrants, and highlights a need for improved data 
collection.  

Another report entitled ‘Harrowing Journeys’, pub-
lished by IOM and UNICEF in August, presents the 
findings of 11,000 surveys conducted with children 
and youth along the central and eastern Mediterra-
nean routes to Europe in 2016 and 2017, highlighting 
the risks of trafficking and exploitation faced by young 
people on the move.

In a two-part article series, Refugees Deeply exam-
ines the ethics of European countries ‘paying refu-
gees to leave’, offering recommendations for a truly 
ethical approach. See part one and part two. 

A recent report from the International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) aims to address the needs of 
the families of ‘missing migrants’ by first making rec-
ommendations for the prevention of migrants going 
missing in the first place, but also advocating for the 
support and rights of families who have lost loved 
ones in such circumstances.  

NEW RESEARCH AND REPORTS

https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/articles/2017/08/01/the-route-is-shut-eritreans-trapped-by-egypts-smuggling-crackdown
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/samim-bigzad-deport-uk-afghan-asylum-seeker-taliban-death-threats-government-pilot-refuse-take-off-a7918706.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-europe-migrants-rome/clashes-in-rome-as-police-evict-refugee-squatters-from-square-idUSKCN1B40R3?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTVRkbFlUWTFOMlppTkdGayIsInQiOiJMcXF2eFdyZUVGZTg0Vm1ZTTF3R2tcLzhUUExPckN1QVRTT1wvNFp5S1I2Q2ptV1VJVDhrNlRVaHJHalJuNjJNcmJwYXpFXC9xMWxxVXU2QnVVWFA0OERjdThwNzI4dk50WTBUXC8rU01rbmdTK0w4bzdJd1k1dlFtNnJQbzNXc2duODYifQ%3D%3D
http://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean/location/5226
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-40957089?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTnpJNVlqRTVOR1E0WmpBeiIsInQiOiJMQkZyT241Rjd6WFpwVFo4T0hoNzBYUUVjR3BURlwvdWNnWFVCcFNOa1JpZEV6aDdxVk8zSHhvSEtuMVwvTkFWcERNM0ViY0podTZSZ2FUMlFQb1wvXC9MT1lGaXhLS09IUmNkRnVhWXdwbkxkT01SMFVnZDZseXhWV3htMTZRenNNZ28ifQ%3D%3D
http://www.express.co.uk/news/world/842221/Spain-migrants-Morocco-arrivals
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/community/2017/08/29/why-its-too-early-to-call-rise-in-refugee-boats-to-spain-a-crisis?utm_source=Refugees+Deeply&utm_campaign=ad9ac426ec-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_09_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8b056c90e2-ad9ac426ec-117437229&ct=t(Rohingya_Try_To_Flee_Myanmar_9_1_2017)
https://euobserver.com/migration/138700?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWkRkbU5qbG1aREpoWVdVdyIsInQiOiJRWjJKbUpuOEdTY1I5c2l1YnA1dmpqa1FYWlwvN2JzdDlXekNtZGYyUW8xTm12aWVIdnZqd1k2eE5ndzBLQVU4dG5zR3crRHlyYitVc25jeFpQZnV4aVdmdXhcLzNzalBwdHQwTGhuMFJZUWdJSFNGZGRZdHUyM0hLZFd3UFMzNVVCIn0%3D
http://greece.greekreporter.com/2017/08/07/greece-accepts-resettlement-of-refugees-from-germany/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/aug/25/eu-states-begin-returning-refugees-to-greece-as-german-reunions-slow?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
http://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-germany-migrants/german-minister-favours-longer-ban-on-syrian-refugees-bringing-families-idUKKCN1BB19Q
https://www.thelocal.de/20170802/syrian-refugees-accuse-germany-of-blocking-family-reunification
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/aug/25/eu-states-begin-returning-refugees-to-greece-as-german-reunions-slow?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
http://www.mixedmigrationhub.org/monthly-trend-bulletins/
http://mixedmigrationplatform.org/publications/
http://mixedmigrationplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/MMP-Feature_Article_Policy-and-decision-making.pdf
http://mixedmigrationplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/MMP-Feature_Article_Policy-and-decision-making.pdf
http://mixedmigrationplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Serbia-feature-article.pdf
http://mixedmigrationplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/MMP-Policy-info-1.pdf
http://mixedmigrationplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/MMP-Lebanon-Survey-Round-Two-1.pdf
http://mixedmigrationplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/MMP-Lebanon-Survey-Round-Two-1.pdf
http://mixedmigrationplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Ground-Truth-survey-report-Izmir_08_2017.pdf
http://mixedmigrationplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/MMP_Turkey_FGD_Izmir.pdf
http://mixedmigrationplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/MMP_Turkey_FGD_Ist_Gaz_24-Aug.pdf
http://gmdac.iom.int/migration-policy-practice-vol-vii-number-2-april-september-2017
https://gmdac.iom.int/fatal-journeys-volume-3-improving-data-missing-migrants-part-1
https://gmdac.iom.int/fatal-journeys-volume-3-improving-data-missing-migrants-part-1
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/press_release/file/Harrowing_Journeys_Children_and_youth_on_the_move_across_the_Mediterranean.pdf
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/community/2017/08/10/the-growing-popularity-of-paying-refugees-to-go-away
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/community/2017/08/15/an-ethical-approach-to-refugee-returns
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/missing-migrants-and-their-families-icrc-s-recommendations-policy-makers
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The Mixed Migration Platform (MMP) is a joint-NGO initiative providing quality mixed migration-related information for policy, 
programming and advocacy work, as well as critical information for people on the move. The platform was established by 
seven partners - ACAPS, Danish Refugee Council (DRC), Ground Truth Solutions, Internews, INTERSOS, REACH & Translators 
Without Borders (TWB) - and acts as an information hub on mixed migration in the region. For more information visit: 
mixedmigrationplatform.org

UNHCR’s newest ‘Desperate Journeys’ report pres-
ents an overview of the Mediterranean and Western 
Balkans routes to Europe from January to June 2017. 
The report focuses on the plight of refugees and oth-
er migrants moving along these routes, highlighting 
the numbers of those using them. 

A new feature from the Migration Policy Institute 
highlights the role of Western Balkans countries as 
Europe’s ‘back door’ for refugees and other migrants. 
The piece discusses the ‘price’ of migration manage-
ment, and the situations of limbo that the outsourcing 
of migration management has created. 

The Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre 
(IDMC) has released its mid-year figures report for 
2017, looking at new and overall displacement glob-
ally.

In the latest analysis of human trafficking and other 
exploitative practices indication surveys from IOM’s 
Displacement Tracking Matrix, interviews with more 
than 8,000 refugees and other migrants along the 
central and eastern Mediterranean routes to Europe 
are used to better understand the risks faced by 
adults and children on the move to Europe between 
February and July.

RMMS monthly summaries of mixed migration issues 
and news in East Africa and Yemen region are acces-
sible here. Summaries from West Africa are available 
here, and 4mi (Mixed Migration Monitoring Mech-
anism Initiative) reports from the Central Asia and 
Southwest Asia region are available here.

http://mixedmigrationplatform.org
http://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/download/58838
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/outsourcing-migration-management-western-balkans-europes-refugee-crisis
http://www.internal-displacement.org/library/publications/2017/midyear-figures-2017/
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Analysis_Flow_Monitoring_and_Human_Trafficking_Surveys_in_the_Mediterranean_and_Beyond_adults_children.pdf
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Analysis_Flow_Monitoring_and_Human_Trafficking_Surveys_in_the_Mediterranean_and_Beyond_adults_children.pdf
http://www.regionalmms.org/index.php/data-trends/monthly-summaries
http://westafrica.regionalmms.org/
http://www.regionalmms.org/index.php/other-regions/central-south-west-asia


To be added to MMP’s monthly migration summary mailing list, please contact admin@mixedmigrationplatform.org
Visit our website and access past reports at: www.mixedmigrationplatform.org/
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