
Children of Syria A UNICEF update

UNICEF launches biggest ever funding 
appeal for children of Syria

AMMAN, Jordan – UNICEF is 
seeking $835 million to fund its 
response to the urgent humanitarian 
needs of children affected by the 
Syria crisis in 2014.

The funds being requested – a 77 
per cent increase over last year – are 
the largest amount ever sought from 
donors by the UN children’s agency 
in its 67 year history, and was part 
of a broader appeal launched by 
the United Nations and its partner 
agencies yesterday in Geneva, 
Switzerland.

The Regional Response Plan 6 
(RRP6) and Syrian Humanitarian 
Assistance Response Plan (SHARP) 
cover the needs of Syria and five 
neighbouring countries (Lebanon, 

Jordan, Turkey, Iraq and Egypt) in 
2014 at a total budget of USD 6.5 
billion.

The ongoing conflict, violence, 
displacement of civilians and 
economic decline in Syria is expected 
to continue in 2014.  Currently, 
UNICEF estimates there are more 
than 4 million children in need of 
humanitarian assistance inside 
Syria, in addition to 1.1 million living 
outside the country as refugees.

At the appeal launch event in Geneva, 
UNICEF Deputy Executive Director, 
Yoka Brandt, said that 14 million 
children were now caught up in three 
major crises worldwide – Syria, Central 
African Republic and the Philippines.

“Syrian children make up more than 

a third of that figure, and many now 
face a brutal winter,” said Ms Brandt. 
“Children must be at the heart of the 
global humanitarian response in 2014, 
which includes stemming polio in 
Syria and keeping Syrian children in 
learning.”

With the funds raised by the 2014 
appeal, UNICEF plans to:

• vaccinate at least 25 million children 
against diseases such as polio;

• get almost 4.5 million children back 
to learning;

• give 11 million Syrians access to 
clean water;

• support more than 2 million children 
with child protection interventions 
such as support dealing with trauma.

Syrian children in the Kawergosk refugee camp, Iraq.
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UNICEF and WHO appeal for 
improved access to children

CAIRO, AMMAN – The largest-
ever immunization response in the 
Middle East was launched earlier 
this month, aiming to vaccinate more 
than 23 million children against polio 
in Syria and neighbouring countries 
over the coming weeks.

The campaign is a crucial part of the 
response to an outbreak of the virus-
borne disease in Syria, where 17 
cases have so far been confirmed, 
and to the detection of the virus in 
environmental samples in other parts 
of the Middle East.

To stop the outbreak and prevent 
further spread, organizers aim to 
vaccinate, repeatedly over the next 
few months, all children under the 
age of five, whether they are living 
at home or displaced by conflict. 
Depending on the area, vaccination 
will be offered at fixed sites at 
populous locations or by going from 
house to house. The activities are 
carried out by national and local 
health authorities supported by 
UNICEF, WHO, the Syrian Arab Red 
Crescent and other partners.

Inside Syria, the campaign aims to 
reach 2.2 million children, including 
those who live in contested areas and 
those who were missed in an earlier 
campaign. Many children in Syria 
remain inaccessible, particularly 
those trapped in sealed off areas 
or living in areas where conflict is 
ongoing.

Despite the gaps in coverage, initial 

information suggests that vaccine is 
getting to more areas of Syria than 
has so far been the case for health 
interventions delivered as part of 
the larger ongoing humanitarian 
effort. In parallel with the vaccination 
effort, work is going on to bolster 
systems for verifying coverage data 
in upcoming campaigns inside the 
war-torn country.

“All Syrian children should be 
protected from disease,” noted Dr. 
Ala Alwan, Regional Director, WHO 
Eastern Mediterranean Region. “To 
eradicate polio, we need to eradicate 
any reason for failing to reach 
children. We appeal to all parties 
of the conflict in Syria to cooperate 
and facilitate pauses in hostilities 
over the coming 6 months to allow 
vaccination campaigns to reach all 
children.”

“As if children in Syria had not suffered 
enough, they now have to contend 
with yet another threat to their health 
and well-being,” said Maria Calivis, 
UNICEF Regional Director for the 
Middle East and North Africa. “The 
current polio vaccination efforts are a 
huge undertaking by many partners, 
but we can only halt the spread of the 

Over 23 million children to be vaccinated in 
mass polio immunization campaign across 
Middle East

Continued on next page

A health worker gives polio vaccine to a young girl in Syria.
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A baby receives a dose of oral polio vaccine at a primary health care centre, in Za’atari camp for Syrian refugees, 
in Jordan
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Children of Syria



By Chris Niles

ERBIL, Iraq  —The first-ever 
UNICEF humanitarian airlift of 
critical supplies has left from Iraq to 
Qamishly, in north eastern Syria.

The plane, a chartered Iluyshin IL-
76, was carrying nearly 22 metric 
tonnes of water, hygiene and 
medical kits for Syrian children and 
their families, replenishing depleted 
warehouses. 

It comes as displaced families 
face one of the worst winters ever. 
Winter storm “Alexa” has brought 
heavy snows and cold temperatures 
across the region.

“UNICEF reaches every child, 
no matter where they are,” said 
UNICEF Representative in Iraq Dr 
Marzio Babille. “We are sustaining 
the needs of Syrian children in the 
refugee camps, in host communities 
in Kurdistan and those suffering 
from displacement, conflict and 
harsh winter conditions in north 
eastern Syria.”

Travelling by road is dangerous in 
Al Hassakeh governorate, where 
about 188,000 people are displaced. 
The airlift will replenish warehouses 
in areas where supplies are 
desperately needed and families 

have not received any significant 
deliveries since May.

This is the first airlift of supplies 
since the crisis in Syria began in 
May 2011.

The UNICEF airlift, which includes 
collapsible water containers, soap 
and water purification tablets, will 
meet the needs of about 8,000 
families. The medical kits contain 
essential medicines and medical 
devices and consummables to meet 
the primary health needs of 40,000 
people for three months.

It’s part of a much larger joint UN 
agency campaign with the World 

Food Programme, UNICEF and 
UNHCR. Two planes will do 23 
rotations over the next several days.

“We have to thank the Iraqi 
government, the Kurdistan 
Regional Government for allowing 
this vital humanitarian support to 
take place under the guidance of 
the UN Special Representative of 
the Secretary General Nickolay 
Mladenov,” said Dr Babille. “The 
cargo plane bringing crucial 
humanitarian support to north 
eastern Syria responds to the need 
to reach every child wherever he or 
she needs us.”

Vital UNICEF supplies airlifted to Syria
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UNICEF supplies being loaded onto a chartered Iluyshin IL-76 at Erbil International Airport, northern Iraq. 

Refugees by 
numbers*

Lebanon  852,000
Jordan  569,000
Turkey 555,000
Iraq   211,000
Egypt  131,000
North Africa 17,000
Total   2,335,000
(UNICEF estimates that 50% of these 
refugees are children.)
- Figures have been rounded
*UNHCR registered refugees and individuals awaiting 
registration as of 26 December 2013

Continued from previous page

virus if we reach those children who 
have remained out of reach.”

Inside Syria and for the past two 
years, immunization activities have 

been significantly constrained 
by ongoing conflict. Cold chain 
equipment in many districts has 
been lost and many mobile health 
teams have not been able to perform 

regular visits. This has led to missing 
out on vaccinating between 500,000-
700,000 children in these areas.

Over the coming months, UNICEF 
is planning to deliver 10 million 
doses of polio vaccine to Syria. The 
first shipment of 2 million vaccines 
arrived in Damascus on Friday 29 
November.

The total cost to UNICEF and WHO 
of supporting the seven-country polio 
response from November through 
April is US$ 39 million, based on 
a strategic plan developed for the 
Middle East.

“All Syrian 
children should 

be protected 
from disease,”
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Children of Syria



By Melanie Sharpe

 ZA’ATARI, Jordan — This morning 
I visited one of the child friendly 
spaces in Za’atari camp now 
sheltering women and children 
whose tents were destroyed in 
the vicious winter storms currently 
ripping through the Middle East.

“Please, please can you get us a 
caravan?” said nine-year-old Lojain 
as soon as I walked into the centre. 
The little girl had no shoes or socks 
on. 

“I was sleeping in the tent with my 
brother and it flooded and it fell on 
us,” she says. I was crying when I 
woke up, I thought I was going to 
die.”

Many families in Za’atari have 
caravans – small portables that 
provide better shelter from the 
elements – but others are still in 
tents.

Over the last four days freezing 
temperatures, heavy downpours 
and snow has made life even more 
unbearable for the hundreds of 
thousands of Syrian refugees in 
Jordan.

In Za’atari camp hundreds of women 
and children are staying in UNICEF 
and Save the Children Child Friendly 
Spaces, places that are supposed 
to provide a safe environment for 
children to play, learn and receive 
psychosocial support. Many have 
now become emergency shelters.

The Child Friendly Space I visited 
had about 60 women and children, 
almost all of the women single 
mothers.

 Everyone was from rural Damascus 
and most of the women are single 
mothers – explaining their husbands 
were either still in Syria or dead.

The CFS had about 15 mattresses 
and a few piles of blankets 
surrounding a large electrical heater 
the women and children huddled 
around. There were children of all 
ages including Aya the youngest 
baby at only 2 months old.

Some children were crying, others 
were playing. All of the mothers 
looked exhausted and one woman 
was very visibly pregnant.

“I’ve been here for three nights and 
I don’t think I have slept at all,” said 
mother of four Fatima.

She explained that she arrived in 
Za’atari with nothing, but managed 
to scrape together some money to 
buy a few very basic items – some 
dishes, clothes for the children, food.

“Now we have lost everything again,” 
she said as her eyes welled up with 
tears.

Earlier this month UNICEF distributed 
winter clothing kits to 25,000 children 
in Za’atari and an additional 10,000 
kits are being distributed to families 
crossing the North Eastern border 
into Jordan.

Only children under 5 received the 
kits as they are the most vulnerable 
to cold temperatures and resources 
simply weren’t available to reach all 
children.

After a couple hours of talking to 
women and children in the centre 
Fatima’s oldest son Hussein arrived 
covered in mud.

He said that he works now to try to 
support his mother and siblings, and 

hasn’t attended school regularly in 
over two years.

“Before the fighting in Syria I went to 
school everyday. I used to really like 
it,” he says.

He says that during the storm a few 
nights ago he woke up in the middle 
of the night to water pouring in his 
tent.

“I was thinking about my father still in 
Syria, if he was here nothing like this 
would happen to my family.”

“Its very cold, but what else can we 
do?” the little boy asks.

It is only the beginning of the cold 
winter here in the Middle East, so 
there will surely be storms in the 
coming months making life even 
more difficult for Syrian children who 
have already suffered too much.

UNICEF and partners will continue to 
do their very best providing warm dry 
spaces, winter clothes and support 
for the most vulnerable children and 
their families, who once again face 
a frigid, miserable winter displaced 
from their homes.

Children seek emergency shelter in UNICEF spaces 
after winter storms rip through Za’atari camp

Lojain in Za’atari camp, Jordan.
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“Its very cold, 
but what else 
can we do?”
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For more information:
Juliette Touma
UNICEF Middle East and North Africa 

jtouma@unicef.org 
menaro@unicef.org

www.unicef.org/mena      
childrenofsyria.info
www.twitter.com/unicefmena
www.facebook.com/unicefmena


