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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Erratic rains characterise the start of the 2011/12 agricultural 
season 

 Drop in rice production in 2010/2011 

 Despite improved food security conditions in southern regions, 
increasing prices are expected to aggravate conditions 

Start of 2011/12 season characterised by mixed 
rains 

Planting of the main rice crop is almost finalised. Erratic rainfall during the 
first three months of the 2011/12 agricultural season (October-December) 
resulted in water deficits in far northern and western regions while 
average to above average rains were received in the main rice producing 
regions in north-central parts of the country. 
 
The cyclone season has just begun and in early January a moderate 
tropical storm, Chandra, caused some localised flooding in western 
regions. Information on damages is not yet available. 

Drop in rice production in 2010/11  

The 2010/11 agricultural season was characterised by a dry spell at 
the beginning of the season resulting in lower rice yields. In addition, 
about 70 000 hectares of crop land was damaged by cyclone Bingiza 
in February 2011. 
 
Rice production was therefore reduced to about 4.3 million tonnes, 
about 9 percent below the previous year, but still some 6 percent 
higher than the previous five-year average. The large rice producing 
region of Alaotra-Mangoro was particularly affected by the erratic rains 
and consequently experienced a large drop in production relative to 
the preceding season. By contrast to the rest of the country, generally 
consistent weather patterns prevailed in southern areas, which 
supported a good harvest in 2011.  

Slightly higher rice prices  

Monthly prices of local rice, at MGA 1 324 per kg, were at slightly 
elevated levels in December 2011 compared to the same month in the 
previous year, following the lower harvest. There was a slight easing in 
prices towards the end of 2011 as small quantities of the early rice 
harvest (vary aloha) began entering the market. Similarly, imported rice 
prices have risen by approximately 8 percent over the year 2011 to MGA 
1 349, following the depreciation of the Malagasy ariary since mid-July 
2011. However, the removal of import duties and taxes has helped ease 
the increase.  
 
Between January and October 2011, nearly 150 000 tonnes of rice were 
imported into the country, of which approximately 30 000 tonnes were 
imported by the government. The government in addition, recently 
imported 20 000 tonnes of rice from Myanmar in an effort to buffer 
reserve stocks and help regulate supplies during the lean season. 
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Higher prices aggravate food insecurity 
Despite a slight improvement in overall food security conditions due to 
favourable production levels, the lower 2011 rice output has fuelled an 
increase in prices. Given households’ increasing reliance on market 
purchases, as the lean season progresses, the prevailing high food price 
is expected to aggravate food insecurity. According to the joint FAO/WFP 
crop and food security assessment conducted in July 2011, an estimated 
1.5 million persons are severely food insecure.  
  

 


