
 

MINE ACTION PROGRAMME OF AFGHANISTAN (MAPA) 
NEWSLETTER: AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 2015 

Produced by : The United Na ons Mine Ac on Centre for Afghanistan (UNMACA) on behalf of Mine Ac on Programme of Afghanistan (MAPA). 
For more informa on please visit our website www.macca.org.af or email us at info@macca.org.af 

MAPA is supported by the following donors through the UN Voluntary Trust Fund for assistance in mine ac on administrated by UNMAS: 
Canada, Italy, Japan, Lithuania, Netherlands, South Korea, Switzerland, UK and USAID. 

MAPA is also supported by the following donors bilaterally:   

AAR Japan, French Development Agency, Canada DFATD‐IHA, Denmark, EU/ECHO, Finland, Germany, ICBL, Ireland, Ministry of Mines and Petroleum, Netherlands, Nor‐
way, OCHA/CHF, PATRIP Germany, Sweden, Tawanmandi, UK/DFID and US Dos 

Interna onal Day of Peace: Highligh ng the impact of landmines and ERW on peace 

September 21, 2015 

United Na ons Mine Ac on Centre for Afghanistan (UNMACA), a project of the UN Mine Ac on Service (UNMAS), along all the implemen ng 
partners of Mine Ac on Programme of Afghanistan celebrated Interna onal Day of Peace on September 21, 2015. This day is celebrated worldwide 
to highlight the importance of peace. The theme of this year’s Peace Day celebra on is ‘Partnerships for Peace – Dignity for All’, which aims to 
highlight how important it is for all segments of society to work together and strive for peace. Our theme for the event was the impact of 
landmines and explosive remnants of war (ERW) in Afghanistan. 

Boys and girls from schools for the children with disabili es, members of MAPA as well as media par cipated. A kite flying contest was organised, 
during which the students with disabili es painted peaceful messages on their kites. The aim of the kite flying compe on was to communicate 
how the conflict is affec ng the country and its people.  

During the celebra on, Mr. Mohammad Wakil, Chief of Staff of UNMACA addressed the media, highligh ng that “on average, 100 people die or 
become disabled as a result of mines, explosive remnants of war and pressure‐plate IEDs every month. We call on all warring par es to stop 
contamina ng the country.” 

Mr. Mohammad Shohab Hakimi, Director of the Mine Detec on Centre, addressed par cipants: “Peace is prosperity for us. MAPA has worked for 
the last 26 years to bring peace to the country by freeing its land from mines and explosive remnants of war.”  

The existence of landmines, ERW and pressure‐plate IEDs in Afghanistan con nues to pose a serious threat to the lives of thousands of Afghans and 
results in an average of 100 casual es every month. 

“We want peace. Peace will lead us to development but war will destroy us,” said Wahid Ul‐Rahman, a student at the school for the children with 
disabili es. 



 

UNMACA is ISO Cer fied 

United Na ons Mine Ac on Centre for Afghanistan 

(UNMACA), a project of the United Na ons Mine Ac on 

Service (UNMAS), has obtained the Interna onal 

Organiza on for Standardiza on (ISO) Quality Management 

System cer fica on. UNMACA worked relessly to prepare 

all the required documents in compliance with the ISO 9001 

requirements and succeeded at every step along the way. 

UNMACA conducted two internal audits as per ISO 

requirements. the findings were shared with the UNMACA 

management to further develop the project’s systems and to 

take the required correc ve and preven ve ac ons. 

An external audit was subsequently conducted by an ISO 

cer fica on body, which audited UNMACA for four days in 

July 2015. Fortunately, no nonconformi es were iden fied 

and the ISO cer fica on body issued the ISO 9001:2008 

Quality Management System cer ficate to UNMACA. This is 

the highest level of Quality Management System cer fica on 

in the world and it is highly respected and recognized 

globally. 

Congratula ons to all the UNMACA management and staff 

for acquiring this important cer fica on. The cer fica ons is 

evidence of the hard work and dedica on of UNMACA and 

UNMAS; in addi on it shows the high quality standards that 

UNMACA applies in every aspect of its work. 

The stakeholders of the Mine Ac on Programme of 

Afghanistan (MAPA) are very pleased and congratulate 

UNMACA for this wonderful accomplishment. 

Afghan Civilian Assistance Programme (Phase III) 

The Voluntary Trust Fund for Assistance in Mine Ac on is 
mobilizing resources to assist and support vic ms of war in 
Afghanistan under the third phase of the Afghan Civilian 
Assistance Programme (ACAP III). The programme mi gates 
the impact of conflict, mines and explosive remnants of war 
(ERW) on civilians by providing targeted immediate 
assistance packages, strengthening exis ng long‐term 
services and contribu ng to the development of Government 
ins tu ons' capabili es to meet the needs of civilian vic ms 
of conflict in Afghanistan.  

Programme ac vi es are aimed at enabling civilian vic ms to 
rebuild their lives through immediate assistance following an 
incident. Long‐term service provision will support 
communi es most affected by conflict, including through 
economic reintegra on, psychosocial support and physical 
rehabilita on. Capacity building ac vi es will enable 
Government ins tu ons to iden fy and respond to the 
needs of its ci zens efficiently through improved 
coordina on mechanisms and enhanced capabili es.  

The three‐year programme is presently funded for the first 
12 months. The programme is being implemented by the UN 
Mine Ac on Centre for Afghanistan (UNMACA), supported by 
the UN Mine Ac on Service (UNMAS). Government partners 
include the Directorate for Mine Ac on Coordina on (DMAC) 
under the Afghanistan Na onal Disaster Management 
Authority (ANDMA), Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs, 
Martyrs and the Disabled (MoLSAMD), Ministry of Educa on 
(MoE), Ministry of Public Health (MoPH), Ministry of Rural 
Rehabilita on and Development (MRRD), Ministry of 
Women’s Affairs (MoWA) and provincial government 
administra ons.  

UNMACA staff at Regional Offices in Kabul, Jalalabad, 
Kandahar, Mazar, Kunduz, Herat and Gardez will work with 
local communi es and other sources of informa on for the 
assessment of casual es and delivery of assistance. 
Implementa on will engage a wide network of stakeholders 
including donors, UN partners, NGOs, local communi es, civil 
society, the Afghanistan Protec on Cluster and Community 
Development Councils to gather and analyse informa on on 
civilian casual es and to complement other similar 
programmes through informa on sharing and coordina on.  

The successful implementa on of the programme will 
benefit vic ms of conflict, mines and ERW through mely 
access to immediate assistance and referrals for long‐term 
support. 

During August and September, five civilian casual es due to explosive remnants of war (ERW) were recorded in Afghanistan. 

CASUALTIES DURING AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 2015 

UNMACA Staff is Celebra ng the ISO Cer fica on Achievement 



 

MINE ACTION BENCHMARKS IN AFGHANISTAN 

O awa Conven on:  

As part of its obliga ons under the O awa Conven on, Afghanistan aimed to clear all emplaced an ‐personnel (AP) mines by 
2013; destroy all known AP mine stockpiles by 2007; provide mine risk educa on and assist mine survivors.  To note, the 
O awa Conven on is about the removal of AP mines, and not of an ‐tank (AT) mines or ERW.  However it is equally important 
to ensure that other hazards are not forgo en whilst the focus is on mee ng the O awa Conven on’s obliga ons.  In March 
2012, the Afghan Government submi ed a request for a ten‐year extension of the deadline to remove all AP mines by 2023.  
All AP mine stockpiles have already been destroyed.  This request was assessed by 10 members of secretariat at the end of 
November 2012, where all par es accepted the Afghanistan’s request.  The current baseline and progress is shown in the 
benchmark table below.  In this table “Hazards” represents number of hazardous areas and “Area” represents the area of 
hazards in square kilometers. 

MINE ACTION ACHIEVEMENTS IN 1394 SO FAR  

 3,865 an ‐personnel mines, 313  an ‐tank mines, and 125,918 items of ERW are destroyed. 

 43 communi es are cleared of known mines and ERW.  

 168,319 women and girls, and 237,032 men and boys received Mine/ERW risk educa on throughout the country. 

 2,168 people with disabili es received vic m/disability related assistance. 

Hazard type 
Baseline April 2013 

Previously unreported 
hazards up to end 
September 2015 

Resurvey results 
up to end of 

September 2015 

Current Target as of 
end September 2015 

Hazards Processed 
from April 2013 to 

end September 2015 

Remaining Hazards as 
end of September 2015 

Hazards Area Hazards Area Change Hazards Area Hazards Area Hazards Area 

  a b c d e f (a+c) g (b+d+e) h i j k 

AP 3,439 266.4 1,130 79.2 0.7 4,569 346.3 1,715 89.9 2,854 256.4 

AT 1,248 252.1 666 111.1 ‐12.8 1,914 350.4 682 80.7 1,232 269.7 

BF 179 33.5 212 33.6 0.6 391 67.8 131 23.1 260 44.7 

Total 4,866 551.9 2,008 224.0 ‐11.5 6,874 764.4 2,528 193.6 4,346 570.8 


