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Burundi

The joint MAG-FDN (Burundian Army) SALW Destruction Team 
collected SALW for 19 days during November, primarily in the First, 
Second and Third Military Regions. Six units on three sites were 
visited. The team collected 247 weapons, 30,084 magazines, 16 
barrels, 3,115 items of ammunition, 324,172 items of Small Arms 
Ammunition, nine kilos of explosives and 2,226 miscellaneous items 
which were obsolete and/or unserviceable. A total of 260 weapons, 
33,150 magazines and in the region of 23 tons of ammunition were 
destroyed. These activities helped 3,860 people living close to FDN 
depots reducing the risk of them being affected by an accidental 
explosion.

Visit of FDN authorities and German Ambassador to MAG operations

122 mm Rockets being prepared for destruction in Goma

DR Congo

MAG’s SALW/PSSM mobile team deployed throughout this month 
in Goma, North Kivu to carry out assessments of weapons and 
munitions storage facilities and remove obsolete and surplus items. A 
total of 1,288 items of unexploded ordnance (UXO) and 2.18 tonnes 
of munitions were destroyed contributing to the overall cumulative 
total of 895.68 tonnes of ammunition destroyed. Due to security risks 
in Goma, the team was later evacuated and prepared to respond to a 
request in Kinshasa. MAG also continued to support the Congolese 
military’s destruction team at the Central Logistics Base in Kinshasa, 
destroying a total of 798 arms.  

South Sudan

In November a pilot project began of SALW Risk Education supporting 
armed violence reduction in communities with high gun ownership 
across four States. The team visited Rasolo village in Western 
Equatoria, Torit in Eastern Equatoria and Alero in Central Equatoria. 
They facilitated Focal Group Discussions with 350 children, youth, 
men and women, exploring the dangers of high levels of gun 
ownership in the community, and the dangers of keeping guns in 
the home and within reach of children. Art, drama and story-telling 
was used, and the communities developed their own solutions to 
the problem, including nominating a local church in Rasolo as a 
completely gun-free zone. In January the team will implement the 
project in a high risk cattle camp in Jonglei. 

Iraq

Teams deployed 61 times from the programme’s two operation bases, 
completing 98 emergency conventional weapons (CW) destruction 
tasks in villages across Sulimaniyah, Dohuk, Mosul and Kirkuk 
Governorates. This month, 466 CW were safely destroyed, including 
items of 70mm PG, anti-personnel landmines, anti-tank landmines, 
fuses, mortars, projectiles and Small Arms Ammunition in addition 
to several other types of unexploded ordnance (UXO). Teams safely 
removed and destroyed seven stockpiles from the village of Chimany 
Azady in Kirkuk where items posed a significant threat to the local 
population. To date, MAG Iraq CW response teams have successfully 
responded to more than 14,710 emergency tasks safely removing 
and destroying 445,702 dangerous items. Since it began in 2007, 
MAG Iraq’s CW disposal programme has directly benefited more than 
1 million individuals.

MAG delivers a range of projects globally dealing with different aspects of human security issues and humanitarian disarmament, 
which provide appropriate responses in post-conflict countries through Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW) destruction projects 
as well as Physical Security and Stockpile Management (PSSM) activities. This coordinated and integrated approach supports states 
in their development of sustainable solutions to armed violence, and contributes to global efforts that reduce the daily threat posed 
by explosive weapons to civilians in populated areas. 

MAG is currently undertaking aspects of SALW and PSSM work in Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Iraq, 
Libya, Republic of South Sudan and Somalia. Highlights are shown below.

MAG would like to express its gratitude to the current donors to our PSSM/ SALW projects around the globe: Act for Peace, UK Aid 
through the Department for International Development, Dutch Government, Foundry 47, Federal Republic of Germany, Stichting 
Vluchteling, Swiss Government, The Vitol Foundation, UNDP and the US Department of State Political Military Office of Weapons 
Removal and Abatement.

For more information on this or any of MAG’s programmes across the world, please visit www.maginternational.org


