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Context 

Lower Shabelle region borders Mogadishu, Middle Shabelle, Middle Juba, Bay and the Indian Ocean. 

Its estimated population is 850,651 with a rural/urban split of 80/20 per cent
1
. The region has eight 

administrative districts and six livelihood zones, mainly the riverine, agro-pastoral and coastal pastoral 

zones.  

Lower Shabelle has the largest concentration of IDPs with 496,000 people, including 406,000 in 

Afgoyee.
2
 These IDPs were originally displaced from Mogadishu by a multi-dimensional conflict since 

2007, living in the Afgooye corridor. During the conflicts in February and May 2012, over 50,000 IDPs 

were displaced to Mogadishu and other parts of Lower Shabelle from the Afgooye corridor. 

In June 2012, AMISOM/Somali National Army (SNA) took over Afgoye town, ending more than four 

years of Al-Shabaab rule. In August 2012, Merka, previously under AS, was also taken by AMISOM 

and SNA. The remaining districts in the region are still under Al-Shabaab control.  

Humanitarian Needs 

Food Security:  

Lower Shabelle Gu 2012 cereal production is estimated at 27,500 Mt or 54 per cent less than the Post 

War Average (PWA) Gu (1995-2011). However, as it is 214 per cent above the PWA Deyr average 

crop production, it compensated for the Gu shortfall thus the overall food security situation in Lower 

Shabelle is good, there are still about 70,000 people in rural and 30,000 in urban areas are in the 

crisis phase, according to the integrated food security classification. Good livestock conditions and 

improved terms for trading goats for cereal is a positive indicator for pastoralists’ food security. IDPs 

and other vulnerable groups, on the other hand, who cannot directly benefit from the improved 

harvest and livestock, and are disconnected from the traditional social support system, l require food 

assistance. Although the food security situation has improved from the last Deyr levels, FSNAU post 

Gu analysis estimates that 260,000 people remain in stress and crisis in the region.  

 

Nutrition: 

A Nutrition survey could not be conducted due to security constraints for the post Gu 2012. According 

to the October 2011 Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit’s (FSNAU) report, global acute 

malnutrition (GAM) was 46 per cent, the severe acute malnutrition (SAM) was 24.7 per cent, the 

crude mortality rate was 4/10,000/day and the under-five death rate was 10.3/10,000/day.  

 

WASH:  

WASH activities, including repairs and maintenance of wells, latrine construction, and chlorination, 

focused almost entirely on the Afgooye corridor. An increase in addressing needs in other districts 

such as Wanlaweyn district, and potentially further needs in Afgooye, is required. 

 

Shelter: 

There was a conflict-displaced population from Merka, Kismayo, Bay, Bakool and the Jubas to the 

Afgooye corridor. Shelter needs are unmet. 
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 UNHCR IDPs statistics, July 2012. These figures need to be re-validated as the area is accessible after the fall 

of Afgooye corridor to AMISOM and its government allies in June 2012.  
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Education:  

Due to the large number of IDPs, education facilities are overstretched. This has resulted in a 

shortage of teachers, classrooms, and learning materials.  

Health:  

Due to overcrowding in IDP settlements, acute watery diarrhoea (AWD), measles, acute respiratory 

infections (ARI), malaria and TB are prevalent. The lack of major health providers and humanitarian 

inaccessibility limit the necessary interventions. There is a limited availability of essential healthcare 

and lifesaving services, maternal and child health (MCH), antenatal and postnatal primary healthcare 

services, and preventive measures and vaccinations for children. El Niño flooding will increase AWD 

and cholera cases. 

Protection: 

Due to the large presence of IDPs, protection services, the strengthening of community resilience and 

advocacy/awareness is required to minimise incidences of GBV, child rights abuses and violence, 

particularly in Afgoye district. Anti-AS victories in newly recaptured areas like Merka and Afgoye 

posed protection challenges of sexual harassment and human right abuses.  

Response & Gaps 

Food Security: 

The Food Security cluster provided food and safety nets to around 22,000 or 6 per cent of the target 

of the population in need during the month of September. Livelihood support during September was 

nil. Needs are unmet as interventions related to food and livelihood were constrained due to insecurity 

and a lack of adequate resources. 46 per cent cereal production of Gu 2012 PWA may further stress 

the food security situation for the IDPs and low income populace with small landholdings. Pastoralists 

will require assistance until their herds grow to income-generating levels. The food and livelihood 

needs of some 313,000 people are unmet. This is a serious gap as the riverine population is 

expecting floods and their Deyr crop is predicted to be late until March 2013. 

Nutrition: 

The cluster partners reached over 1,500 acute malnourished children under the age of 5 years in 

September. Since January, close to 37,000 children below 5 years were treated or 148 per cent of the 

annual target. Most activities are concentrated in Afgoye district where access is relatively possible 

whereas other districts under AS control are least covered.  

WASH: 

Around 195,000 or 38 per cent of the target population accessed sustainable drinking water as of 

September 2012. However, 260,000 people or 51 per cent of the target population received 

temporary access to water by September 2012. An increase in WASH activities is required to address 

other districts’ needs particularly those under AS control and the coastal Deeh areas. 

Shelter: 

Displacement from and into Lower Shabelle is due to conflict in Kismaayo, Juba. 76,000 people or 19 

per cent of the target population received emergency shelter and non-food items (NFIs) while 50,000 

people received shelter material by September during the year. IDPs’ influx from the Jubas will 

considerably raise shelter and NFIs needs. Over (three quarters) 75 per cent of needs are unmet. 

Education: 

Education cluster partners reached 74,000 pupils with 95 per cent coverage of the target population 

as of September 2012. However, schools are overcrowded due to the large number of IDP children 

and require additional classes, learning materials and teachers. 
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Health: 

A total of 116,000 people or 58 per cent of a target population of 201,000 were assisted by 

September 2012. In September alone, the health partners assisted over 15,000 people with primary 

and basic secondary healthcare services. Health partners are increasing their response after 

increased access in Afgoyee and its surrounding areas. A considerable challenge in effective health 

response for the region is the limited capacity of functioning health facilities that further worsens 

access to health services.  

Protection:  

Close to 51,000 people were in need of protection support, exceeding the target of over 23,000 in 

need as of September 2012. IDPs require increased protection support, particularly the new arrivals 

from Kismaayo. 

 

Likely Developments: 

 

The poor Gu harvest (46 per cent of PWA) will affect food security at the household level especially 

for the sharecroppers and landless. Commercial activities related to food may decrease due to fewer 

exports to other regions. The positive implications are good livestock conditions, high terms of trade, 

and stable food prices due to strengthened Somali shilling against dollar. El Niño may bring more 

rains and good Deyr crop but the risk of damages to property and human lives due to flooding is very 

high. Most of the river embankments are weak due to a lack of sustained maintenance and a lack of 

adequate preparedness and response measures.  

 

AMISOM and its allies’ take-over of Afgoyee and Meraka provided a space, though limited, for 

humanitarian agencies to access people in need. Newly recovered areas also face increased 

insecurity as hit and run attacks are common. The trend of such attacks may continue as AS loses 

more and more territory.  

 

The inaccuracy of number of IDPs in Afgooye corridor, which was believed to be 409,000, was 

evident after the capture of Afgooye. The number of IDPs is believed to much less. However, IDPs 

from the adjacent regions of Jubas are arriving due to the Kismayoo offensive. However, the 

Kismayoo IDPs are not likely to be a large number and may only stay for short time (weeks). 

 

There is a critical malnutrition situation despite local food production and this is likely to persist in the 

short to medium term with increased susceptibility to diseases, unless food and nutrition support 

increases significantly. 

 

Operational Partners 

 

Food Security:  Muslim Hands, Projeto Sude, Agro Sphere, Himilo, NRC, Islamic Relief, 

Agrosphere, Murdo, SDRO, ARDO, COSV, Ayub and Direct Aid and ICDA 

Education:   COSV, Himilo, Projeto Sude, New Ways and Ayuub 

Health:  ARDO, COSV, WARDI, HIMILO, Ayuub, Islamic Relief, SWISSO, COSV, 

New Ways, SOYDA and Hijra 

Nutrition:   ARDO, COSV and Direct Aid 

Protection:   Peaceline 

Shelter:   Somali Red Crescent 

WASH:  COSV, SDRO, Wardi, GSA, Banidam, Hijra, Himilo, SWISSO, Ayuub and 

Islamic Relief 

 

For feedback please contact:  

Aslam Khan      Khan136@un.org    +254721377444  

Ahmed Farah Roble     roblea@un.org              +252615115824/+252699777663 
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