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MARCH HIGHLIGHTS:
In Jordan, a new survey has found increasingly difficult conditions among the
close to half a million Syrian refugees living in urban and peri‐urban areas. RRP
partners continue to monitor for vulnerabilities among refugees, and have
recently inaugurated a new call centre for refugees in Jordan to address their
concerns through a toll‐free Info Line which helps vulnerable families to seek
help and accurate information about the services available to them.

In Lebanon, 53 Community Support Projects were completed during the month,
benefitting 136 communities with an invesment of over USD 2 million. 136
more change agents in communities were trained in addressing misperceptions
that can fuel tensions between refugee and host communities.

In Iraq, a business and life skills training programme targeting 500 refugees
between the ages of 18 and 25 began during March, while another programme
reached almost 150 refugees in Darashakran Camp with small business start up
support and vocational training. More than 40 beneficiaries were also placed
for two months in various businesses such as gas stations, shopping malls, and
restaurants to gain experience and skills. In Lebanon, a total of more than 7,000
people have now recieved vocational or life skills support this year, while almost
2,000 have benefitted from increased income generation or employment
opportunities.

SYRIAN REFUGEES IN THE REGION:
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NEEDSANALYSIS:
Having access to, and participating in, the labour market to earn wages is a
major preoccupation for Syrian refugees in the region. Labour policies vary
between countries, and only a few offer refugees full access to the labour
market. Though there are some special categories which may lead to
employment in refugee‐hosting countries, most refugees throughout the region
have limited legal access to the labour market. In Iraq, for example, registered
refugees who have residence permits are able to legally work, though residence
permits are difficult to obtain. More than 90 per cent of refugees are estimated
to be unemployed in Jordan and 57 per cent in Egypt.

While legal access to the labour market is a first step, finding employment
opportunities, both in the formal and informal sectors, is challenging. Even in
countries where refugee employment is legal, most refugees are unable to
compete equitably with locals for job opportunities, especially for professional
and skilled employment. For those refugees who are able to find work, most
are engaged in unskilled daily labour, often at far lower wages than the national
average, in environments without insurance or adequate safety measures. The
wages and work conditions tend to be exploitative for many.

Women and persons with disabilities, both among refugees and the local
community, suffer from additional challenges in accessing the labour market
across the refugee hosting countries. Child labour is also prevalent throughout
the region, often in dangerous conditions, jeopardizing lives at the expense of
educational opportunities.

Planned response based on full funding of RRP6 for an expected population of 4.1 million Syrian refugees in the region by end‐2014.  
There are currently 2.6 million refugees in the region and the overall RRP6 appeal is 24% funded

REGIONAL RESPONSE INDICATORS:
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