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SRSG Hany Abdel-Aziz welcome address to the new FC Major Gen. Abdul Hafiz.   

“Bonjour tout le monde, Ramadan Karim! Good morning Ladies and Gentlemen, Ambassador Yilma, friends 

and dear colleagues. It gives me great pleasure to introduce to you, Major General Abdul Hafiz of Bangla-

desh as the newly appointed Force Commander of MINURSO succeeding Major General Jingmin Zhao of 

China.  

We have to thank him for accepting the assignment accorded to him by the Secretary-General. Maj. Gen 

Hafiz is not new to the organization and its workings. He brings with him extensive knowledge and experi-

ence, obtained during a distinguished military career stretching over 33 years including service in UN 

peacekeeping operations on numerous occasions.  

The honor of his appointment also goes to his country Bangladesh, which is the second largest troop con-

tributor with around 10,500 uniformed personnel in peacekeeping missions. Thus this occasion, is an honor 

for the country, all Bangladeshi troops as well as for the General and MINURSO.   

I’m confident that under his leadership and guidance we will further enrich our Military Component and 

build upon the achievements of former Force Commander Major General Zhao. I call upon all of you to 

please join me in welcoming Major General Hafiz to MINURSO, to whom I pledge my full cooperation and 

that of the Mission.  Thank you.” 
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On 15 August 2011, MINURSO celebrated  Republic 

of Korea National Day in mission HQ  with a military 

parade  and hoisting the flag of the Republic of Ko-

rea  next to the United Nations flag. The event was 

marked by the presence of SRSG Hany Abbdel-Aziz, 

the mission senior staff as well as civilian and military staff. SRSG gave a word 

on the occasion hailing  particularly the Republic of Korean as a troop contrib-

uting country to MINURSO and commending the Korean military observers for 

their valuable participation in the cease-fire monitoring  in  Western Sahara ter-

ritory. 

SRSG Hany Abdel-Aziz inaugurated on  16 June 

2011 MINURSO Gymnastics  room which was 

recently renovated and equipped with different 

sports material. SRSG seized  the occasion to 

encourage  particularly the female colleagues to 

take advantage of this room and promote their 

physical fitness. 
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 SRSG Hany Abdel-Aziz inaugurated on  16 June 2011 MINURSO Gymnastics  room  

Western Sahara is significantly contaminated with mines as a result of earlier armed conflict between 

the government of Morocco and POLISARIO. A Landmine Action-managed survey east of the berm con-

cluded at the end of 2008 identified 37 mined areas with an additional mined area identified in 2010. 

The total suspected mined areas covered 322.5km2 as of April 2010. Further survey is required in the 

5km buffer zone on the east of the berm. Available information has indicated that the areas around the 

berm are the most seriously affected; however, in some cases, mines have also been laid in rings around 

settlements, and are reported in and around waterholes, and well-used roads and paths. Casualties con-

tinue to occur.  There is a significant problem of cluster munitions remnants in Western Sahara as well 

as many items of other explosive remnants of war (ERW). As of April 2010, a total of 178 cluster muni-

tions strike sites had been identified: 166 by the Landmine Action survey, and a further 12 areas during 

subsequent operations. The estimated area of contamination is 27.8km2. 
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              Despite the demining activities , Western Sahara remains  contaminated with mines  
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     Force Commander Major Gen. Abdul Hafiz  chairs the Pakistani National Day  

On 14 August 2011, MINURSO celebrated  the 65th anni-

versary of  Pakistan National Day. On behalf of SRSG,  

the Force Commander Major Gen. Abdul Hafiz chaired 

the ceremony  which was inaugurated with a military pa-

rade and the hoisting  of the Pakistani flag next to that of 

the United Nations. During the event, which was at-

tended by the mission  senior staff  as well as  the civilian 

and military staff , the FC gave a  word hailing  particu-

larly  the Pakistani contribution  to MINURSO. It should 

be noted that the Pakistani contingent  to MINURSO 

comprises 10 military observers. 

 

       Egyptian  National Day ceremony  

On 28 May MINURSO  the Special Representative of Secretary-General for Western Sahara and 

Head of Mission, Mr. Hany Abdel-Aziz chaired a military  parade  on the occasion of the Egyptian 

National Day. The ceremony, attended by MINURSO civilian  and military staff, started by hoisting  

the National flag of Egypt  beside the UN flag. A presentation was given  on the Egyptian military  

participation in peacekeeping worldwide and  particularly in MINURSO . During the afternoon, the 

Egyptian military contingent, UN police and civilians serving in the mission  played a Power-Point 

presentation on  recent events and  personalities who marked the history of Egypt and organized a 

banquet inaugurated by SRSG and to which all MINURSO staff were invited. It should be recalled 

that the Egyptian uniformed staff deployed to  MINURSO  are  22 in total  (20 military observers 

and two UN Police). 


