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2 June 2011  

 
This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA 
Libya. It covers the period from 31 to 2 May. The next report will be issued on or around 2 June. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• A United Nations inter-agency mission continues to assess humanitarian needs in Tripoli, Khums, 

and Zlitan. Some 49,000 IDPs from Misrata, living around Khums, are in need of some humanitarian 
assistance, according to recent findings by the mission.  

• Contracted suppliers pre-positioned 149 metric tons of World Food Programme food in the Nafusa 
Mountain town of Nalut on 31 May.  

• A 90 per cent reduction of war casualties has been reported at Misrata hospitals as compared with 
the number of patients received at the height of the fighting.  

• Camp populations of Third Country Nationals (TCNs) continue to decrease as numbers of newly 
arrived TCNs remain low and as repatriation activities continue. At least 63,000 Libyans are living in 
host communities in southern Tunisia.  

• The US$407 million revised Flash Appeal for the Libyan Crisis is currently funded at 46 per cent with 
US$185 million committed and $3.6 million in pledges. 

 
II. Situation Overview 

 
The inter-agency mission in Tripoli continues conducting assessments of humanitarian needs in and 
around the capital.  IOM, OCHA, UNDSS, UNHCR, UNICEF, WHO and WFP are participating in the 
mission.  
 

On 31 May, the team traveled east of Tripoli to 
Khums and to Zlitan where fighting has been 
reported in recent weeks. The mission was 
able to confirm reports of 7,000 families of 
internally displaced persons (IDPs), about 
49,000 people who are in need of 
humanitarian assistance. The Government of 
Libya has said it is committed to assist these 
IDPs, however United Nations aid agencies 
may have a role to play in providing aid across 
Libya.  
 
The first UN inter-agency mission to Misrata 
set sail from Benghazi on 31 May and arrived 
the morning of 1 June. The team spent 1 – 2 
June conducting assessments in the city and 
will report on assessed needs upon return to 
Benghazi. The IOM-chartered ship also 
contained food for 25,000 people, including 
320 metric tons of wheat flour, 60 metric tons 
of pulses, 30 metric tons of vegetable oil, and 
10 metric tons of High Energy Biscuits. The 
food is being distributed by the Libyan Red 
Crescent who will focus on the provision of 
food to vulnerable groups - especially women 
and children.  
 

Understanding needs in the Nafusa Mountains continues to be a challenge due to the security situation in the 
area. Access efforts are on going in order to conduct assessments in the Nafusa Mountain area.  
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Boats with third-country nationals (TCNs) aboard continue to leave Libyan territory for Europe. The United 
Nations continues to discourage migrants from departing Libya in this manner. More than 200 migrants are 
missing in the Mediterranean Sea after their boat trying to reach Europe broke down. The Tunisian coast 
guard and army rescued 570 people but up to 270 are missing. Some 15,964 migrants have arrived to Italy 
and malta since the beginning of the crisis. 
 
The number of people who left Libya and did not return stands at 633,431, of which 277,680 Third Country 
Nationals and 250,200 nationals from neighbouring countries. Some 61% of Libyans nationals crossing the 
border to Ras Ajdir, Tunisia, and 87% of Libyans crossing the border at Saloum, Egypt, returned to Libya. 
There is more than 100,000 Libyans in Tunisia and Egypt, mostly staying with friends and family.  
 
The International Commission of Inquiry, dispatched by the UN Human Rights Council, reached the 
conclusion that crimes against humanity and war crimes have been committed by the Government forces of 
Libya. The Commission received fewer reports of facts which would amount to the commission of 
international crimes by opposition forces; however, it did find some acts which would constitute war crimes. 
 
A bomb exploded in the parking lot of the Tibetsy Hotel in Benghazi on the evening of 1 June. There were no 
casualties or injuries reported, but only damage to vehicles. United Nations staff, diplomats and a number of 
journalists reside at the hotel.  
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 

 EMERGENCY SHELTER/NON-FOOD ITEMS (NFI) 
 
Libya  
The inter-agency assessment team currently in Tripoli has identified 49,000 IDPs originally from Misrata in 
Sirte, Bin Waleed, Tarhena, Tripoli, Jufrah, Al-Khums, Tawargah and Jaffaran. These IDPs, made up of 
some 7,000 families, are in need of humanitarian assistance. The assessment team met with IDP families in 
Khums and Zlitan, who said they have been provided humanitarian aid and housing. The level of assistance 
is adequate; however targeted food assistance and some NFIs are still needed.  
 
In the Nafusa Mountains, fighting continues. Mobile telephone networks coverage and electricity returned on 
1 June to several towns in the Nafusa Mountains after several days without either. Media reports indicate 
that fighting has subsided somewhat in the towns of Qasr el-Haj and Shakchuk. 
 
Tunisia 
The daily number of Libyans crossing into Tunisia at the Ras Ajdir border has increased. An average of 61 
per cent of Libyan nationals crossing returned to Libya. Camp populations of TCNs continue to decrease as 
numbers of newly arrived TCNs remain low and as repatriation activities continue. Further south at Dhibat, 
numbers of Libyans crossing remains regular, with from 500 – 600 crossing daily. Just over 1,400 people 
remain at the camps at Dhibat and Remada, while the Qatari government has opened a third camp in 
Tatouine where 400 people reportedly are staying. At least 63,000 Libyans are living in host communities in 
southern Tunisia.  
 
Egypt 
On 29 May, there were 863 people at Saloum, Egypt including 788 persons of concern (PoCs) to UNHCR 
who may not be able to be repatriated back to their home country. The number of Libyans crossing into 
Egypt remains static. Of those crossing 87 per cent return back to Libya. 
 
Chad 
Over 64,000 Chadian nationals have returned from Libya since the start of the crisis, of which over 25,000 
were repatriated by plane from Tunisia and Egypt. The remainder traveled by land crossing into the 
northeast and northwest borders. The main entry points have been N’Djaména and Kalaït and also through 
Zouarké and Faya. Humanitarian actors are responding in each of the areas.  
 
Reports indicate that 30,000 - 40,000 Chadian workers are stranded in south eastern Libya between Sebha 
and Kufrah where they await evacuation in difficult conditions. Humanitarian aid is needed there across the 
border in northern Chad. The United Nations and humanitarian community are planning an assessment 
mission to Zouarké and Mourdi in the coming days.  
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 EDUCATION 
The United Nations assessment mission currently in Tripoli visited a school. The visit was organised by the 
Libyan authorities. The school reports an 80 per cent attendance rate and students are sitting for exams. 
Students of the displaced families are integrated into schools in hosting areas. Some students were missing 
in the final exams at the school visited. The teachers reported that some children presented anxiety  in view 
of the current situation. Further assessment outcomes will be communicated in the coming days regarding 
education in and around Tripoli.  

In the opposition controlled areas, capacity building of teachers has been identified as an urgent priority. 
Further, the Libyan Transitional National Council’s Education Council has indicated that there will be an 
announcement that all schools should open for recreational/ psychosocial activities shortly. A formal 
announcement for the full opening of schools for completion of the academic year would follow soon. 

According to the Education Council, 43 schools are occupied by IDP families. They are seeking solutions 
such as offering these IDPs accommodation in university hostels. Fifty public schools and a few private 
ones are now open during morning hours for recreational activities only, supported by NGOs and local 
communities. An assessment of the schools in Benghazi is ongoing.  
 

 EMERGENCY TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
 
The Emergency Telecommunications Cluster (ETC) supported the mission in Tripoli, conducting an 
Information Communication Technology assessment to identify gaps and needs for security telecoms and 
data connectivity in Tripoli. The  cluster continues to provide security, telecommunications and data services 
to the humanitarian community. Basic information and communications technology (ICT) services are 
provided at border locations with Egypt and Tunisia, and additional services such as VHF repeaters and 
VSAT data services are planned in southern Tunisia in Zarzis and in Choucha Camp. Internet services, HF 
and VHF base stations, and inter-agency repeaters are fully functioning at the United Nations base in 
Benghazi. Humanitarian partners report that telecommunications issues including difficulty getting a clear 
phone line in Benghazi continue to affect coordination. 

 FOOD SECURITY AND LIVLIHOODS  
 
Cluster partners remain concerned that the longer the duration of the conflict, the more depleted food stocks 
will be in area under Government control. In some areas it is thought that only several weeks’ stock remains. 
The cluster is also concerned about access to food in areas where fighting is ongoing and food access for 
IDPS and TCNs. Many TCNs belong to the segment of population with the lowest income and have had no 
access to the public distribution system.  
 
On 31 May, the IOM-chartered ship delivered food provided by WFP to Misrata including 320 metric tons of 
wheat flour, 60 metric tons of pulses, 30 metric tons of vegetable oil, and 10 metric tons of High Energy 
Biscuits (HEBs).  Cluster partners are assisting with the distribution food in areas where they have access. 
The same day, commercially contracted suppliers hired by WFP pre-positioned 149 metric tons of WFP food 
to the Nafusa Mountain town of Nalut.  
 
To date, WFP has mobilized 19,396 metric tons of food for Libya, enough to feed over 417,000 people.  
 
Food stocks are currently adequate, although stocks of oil and sugar are low. Imported food is not being 
replenished and food currently in stock may be limited to the next month. Capacity development to provide 
technical support to the Government on food security issues and strengthening the public distribution system 
are among the activities planned for the coming months.  
 
In Tripoli, petrol remains scarce as black market prices increase dramatically and long lines at petrol stations 
are reported. Access to cash or credit to purchase commodities continues to be limited.  
 
At camps in southern Tunisia, the provision of hot meals continues. WFP is also collaborating with Tunisian 
Red Crescent to provide fresh bread to Libyan refugees staying in host communities in Medenine and 
Tataouine Governorates. 
 

 HEALTH 
A 90 per cent reduction of war casualties has been reported at Misrata hospitals as compared with the 
number of patients received at the height of the fighting. Surgical requirements in Misrata have become more 
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specific, with a shortage intensive care and post-operative nurses, and a need for neurosurgical, vascular, 
plastic and maxillofacial expertise. The Misrata Medical Committee is no longer urgently requesting further 
general surgeons or surgical supplies. The overall surgical situation in Misrata is stable though still serious. 
Surgical supplies are reported to be sufficient for 45 days if the situation remains static.  
 
Since the start of the crisis there has been a shortage of nurses which affects both surgeries and other areas 
of the health sector. Almost no TCN medical staff has returned to work, although many Libyan staff have 
done so.  International Medical Corps is continuing to provide nurses through its partners, the Jordanian 
Health Aid Society (JHAS), to Misrata and is assessing ongoing needs.  
 
The inter-agency assessment mission in Tripoli reported that the Government of Libya has informed that 
stocks of vaccines and other chronic medicines are depleted, according to the Government of Libya. 
Stopping vaccinations could have long-term consequences for Libya and the region. Access to cash and 
credit are among the reasons indicated for these vaccines not being replenished. 
 
Gaps & Constraints 
Supplies for chronic medical patients are needed in Misrata, including people suffering from cancer, renal, 
diabetic, cardiac and psychiatric illness. 
 

 LOGISTICS 
The inter-agency assessment mission reported that the Port of Khums was operational however only two 
ships have docked into the port since the crisis. During the visit the port was unloading one vessel containing 
6,000 metric tons of supplies.  
 
WFP delivered humanitarian cargos into the Nafusa Mountains from Tunisia on 31 May. The goods were 
consolidated at the Zarzis Free Zone, then called forward to the line exchange in Medenine where the 
Tunisian Red Crescent (TRC) and Libyan Red Crescent (LRC) have a warehouse available to the 
humanitarian community. Nalut, Jadu and Zintan are being used as logistics hubs based on existing storage 
capacity in these locations available from the LRC. Transport to the three hubs in Libya is being carried out 
by the TRC/LRC. Onward dispatch to the villages and communities is facilitated by the LRC in coordination 
with local community leaders. A map of the area is being produced and will be disseminated by the cluster.  
 
Free storage continues to be offered to humanitarian organizations in the 20,000 cubic metres warehouse in 
Ganfuda, 25 kilometres from Benghazi. In Tunisia, the Zarzis Free Zone is currently functioning as a staging 
area for humanitarian supplies entering the ports of Tunis and Sfax. Goods are then called forward to 
Medenine, where the TRC, in partnership with the LRC, are providing transit storage for goods destined for 
western Libya.  
 
A recent assessment to Ajdabiya, in the east of Libya was completed. The route was reported to be in good 
condition. Shipping data is now being provided for Benghazi on a daily basis to help the cluster monitor the 
flow of commercial cargo into Libya.  Data from Tubruq is still being collated. WFP has chartered another 
vessel to run between Malta, Benghazi and Misrata early next week.  Space on this ship is being provided 
free of charge to the other humanitarian organizations. To date, 3,272 cubic metres of inter-agency goods 
have been transported through this service. 
 
From 1 May to 29 May, UNHAS transported 364 passengers from 55 UN agencies, diplomatic corps, and 
NGOs on 12 flights between Malta, Cairo, Djerba and Benghazi.  Further details about accessing these 
services, along with the revised schedule, are available at: 
http://www.logcluster.org/ops/lby11a/unhas-schedule-and-forms.  
 
The Logistics Cluster has expanded the road transport services offered on a cost recovery basis from 
Alexandria/Cairo to Benghazi/Tubruq to the humanitarian community to include transport within Libya from 
Benghazi and Tubruq. The first movement of cold chain was made under the service this week to dispatch 
medicines and surgical supplies for WHO to Benghazi. 
 

 PROTECTION 
Mine risk education and removal activities continue in Benghazi, Adjabiya and have begun in Misrata. The 
Mine Action Group and partners continue to support the removal of unexploded remnants of war.   
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A United Nations-ordered panel investigating human rights abuses in Libya says that Government of Libya 
forces have committed war crimes and crimes against humanity during the course of their crackdown anti-
Government demonstrations. The commission has reached the conclusion that crimes against humanity and 
war crimes have been committed by the Government forces of Libya. The commission received fewer 
reports of facts which would amount to the commission of international crimes by opposition forces; however, 
it did find some acts which would constitute war crimes. 
The full report can be accessed at: 
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/17session/A.HRC.17.44_AUV.pdf 
 
Gaps & Constraints 
Understanding and reporting on protection needs continues to be of concern to the cluster and needs to be 
further strengthened.  
 

 WATER SANITATION HYGIENE (WASH) 
 
Existing WASH infrastructure in Libya is vulnerable to the current unrest, and large reliance for maintenance 
on the centrally managed water supply system adds to these vulnerabilities. Displacement has created extra 
demands for water and sanitation. A shortage of basic hygiene materials including soap and diapers is 
reported in some areas of the country. Solid waste is also a more and more a concern with garbage 
cumulating in neighborhoods in Benghazi.  
 
Water treatment units and pumping systems in some places have been forced to reduce daily water supply 
due to a lack of provision of fuel, essential chemicals, missing personnel, and lack of maintenance. Ongoing 
security threats, considerations of anticipated new waves of movement and system vulnerabilities require 
urgent response as well as WASH sector contingency planning. 
 
There is an urgent need for solid waste collection and management in the city of Benghazi. The current 
system requires additional funding and human resources. Islamic Relief and Mercy Corps are providing 
support. Cash-for-work may be proposed. A Solid Waste Task Force within the WASH Cluster will be 
created. 
 

IV. Coordination 
Please refer to http://libya.humanitarianresponse.info/ for all cluster coordination updates and meeting 
schedules, and comprehensive information on the humanitarian response to the Libyan crisis.  

Coordination is on going with humanitarian actors in Zarzis, Cairo and Benghazi. 

V. Funding 
 
The Revised regional Flash Appeal is only 46 per cent funded, or 
US$ 185 million were received out of the US$ 407 requested. To 
ensure coordination of resources, please advise to the Financial 
Tracking Service (fts@un.org) of all funding decisions and in-kind 
donations. FTS shows daily updates of funding for this appeal and other humanitarian response to the 
Libyan crisis.   
 

VI. Contact 
 
OCHA Libya 
Mike McDonagh: Head of Office  
Email:  mcdonaghm@un.org Tel: +201511441923 
 
Jessica DuPlessis: Reports Officer 
Email: duplessisj@un.org, Tel: + 216 2399 4398 
 
New York 
Julie Belanger: Officer in Charge, Europe, Central Asia and Middle East Section Coordination Response 
Division 
E-mail: belangerj@un.org 
 

407 million 
requested (US$) 

46 % 
funded 
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Heidi Kuttab: Humanitarian Affairs Officer Europe, Central Asia and Middle East Section Coordination 
Response Division  
E-mail: kuttab@un.org 
 
Stephanie Bunker: Spokesperson and Public Information Officer  
Tel: +1 917 367 5126 E-mail: bunker@un.org 
 
Geneva 
Thierry Delbreuve: Humanitarian Affairs Officer  
Tel: +41 (0) 22 917 1688. E-mail: delbreuve@un.org 
 
Elisabeth Byrs: Spokesperson and Public Information Officer  
Tel: +41 22 917 2653, byrs@un.org 

 
For more information, please visit: 

http://ochaonline.un.org 
www.reliefweb.int 
www.irinnews.org 

 
To be added or deleted from this sit rep mailing list, please e-mail: ochareporting@un.org or visit: 

http://ochaonline.un.org 
 
 


