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Excellencies, colleagues, 

Thank you all for joining our briefing today on the humanitarian situation in Libya. I 
welcome on the podium the Humanitarian Coordinator for Libya, Ms. Maria do Valle 
Ribeiro, and Mr. Patrick Youssef, Deputy Regional Director for Africa Operations of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross. I also welcome Mr. Adel Shaltut, Chargé 
d’affaires at the Permanent Mission of the State of Libya to the United Nations in 
Geneva.

We are coming together at an opportune moment: The humanitarian community is 
launching an ambitious response plan for 2018. Humanitarian organizations plan to 
significantly scale up operations in Libya this year, after laying the groundwork, through 
operational expansion and building national networks, over the course of 2017. 

I am pleased that Ms. Ribeiro can be here with us today to brief you on the details of the 
2018 Humanitarian Response Plan for Libya. First, however, I would like to just give you
an overview of the deepening humanitarian crisis in the country. 

Humanitarians estimate that over 1.6 million people in Libya have been directly affected 
by conflict over the past year. Last month alone, at least 25 people were killed and 
another 100 injured, during clashes in the capital, Tripoli. Civilian houses were hit by 
indirect fire; electricity and water to the area was cut off, and schools were closed. In the 
north-eastern city of Derna, around 80,000 people continue to endure movement 
restrictions, which have become more stringent since July 2017. 

In addition to localised flare-ups of violence, explosive remnants of war are a persistent 
threat in at least nine out of Libya’s 22 administrative regions. 

Year on year, the protracted political, economic and security crisis deepens the 
vulnerability of the civilian population. There is an alarming decline in public services, 
which is perhaps most visible in the health sector. Today, 18 per cent of the country’s 
hospitals cannot function because they are damaged, are in disrepair, or are inaccessible 
due to conflict. Only 6 per cent of hospitals and primary health facilities now offer labour
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and delivery services to pregnant women. And in a country once so wealthy that the 
Government offered state subsidies to people with chronic diseases to seek treatment 
abroad, over 70 per cent of people with chronic diseases now report that they are unable 
to access the drugs they desperately need.

While conditions are worsening for the Libyan population, hundreds of thousands of 
migrants, refugees and asylum seekers are also facing unacceptable protection risks and 
affronts to their rights and dignity. Libya continues to serve as a principal point of 
departure for the Mediterranean crossing to Europe. In 2017, at least 3,119 people died or
went missing in an attempt to cross. In total an estimated 1 million migrants are in the 
country. A further 64,000 refugees and asylum-seekers have been registered in Libya. 

These people live in daily fear of abuse, exploitation, as well as potential capture and 
arbitrary detention in official and unofficial detention centres across the country. Since 
women form a minority within this group, their specific protection risks are often 
overlooked. But the reports of rape and sexual violence against them are widespread and 
deeply alarming. To illustrate the depth and prevalence of these risks: female migrants 
arriving in Europe report being advised by their traffickers to inject contraceptives before 
starting their journey through Libya. 

As in other complex crises, humanitarians cannot provide the solution. For this, we look 
to the Libyan leadership, with the support of the United Nations and the international 
community. We can, however, provide relief to the communities most in need. It is our 
collective responsibility that we do so. The conflict in Libya is not on the scale and scope 
that we see elsewhere in this region. Nevertheless, we must not underestimate the critical 
challenges and immense human suffering faced by people in this country. Nor should we 
underestimate the potential for further deterioration.

I now hand over to Ms. Ribeiro, Humanitarian Coordinator for Libya, to brief you on 
humanitarian partners’ operations in Libya, and plans for 2018.

Thank you. 
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