
Humanitarian Situation Overview  
As fighting in Tripoli and Western Libya enters into its ninth week, the conflict lines remain 
stagnant, but both parties to the conflict continue to use heavy weaponry and airstrikes, 
resulting in an average of 63 casualties per day.1 Over 100,000 civilians are reported to be in 
areas close to conflict lines and 116 civilian injuries and 41 civilian deaths have been reported 
since the beginning of the conflict on 04 April.2  

The ongoing fighting has displaced 90,500 people, of which half are reported to be children.3 

By 02 June, as per the OCHA data base, 47 collective centres, of which 214 are schools, have 
been established by the Tripoli crisis committee to host Internally Displaced Persons, most of 
whom are coming from southern Tripoli. There are currently 4,000 IDPs in these collective 
shelters.5 

Basic services continue to suffer during the conflict. Sporadic electricity cuts continue to be 
reported and by 31 May there was a 27 percent reduction in water supply in Tripoli.6 Low 
operational levels of the Ajdabia Reservoir have reduced the water supply line to Sirte and 
other surrounding areas. Excess waste during the summer season could create a favourable 
environment for vector breeding and could lead to an outbreak of waterborne diseases. Severe 
fuel shortages put additional stress on citizens in Tripoli and many other parts of the country. 

The Ministry of Education has declared that all schools in Western Libya will re-open right after 
Ramadan to allow students to take their end of the year exams for the 2018-2019 school year. 
The conflict in Western Libya has prevented some 122,088 children in nine municipalities in 
and around Tripoli from going to school since 04 April.  

Increased risk of Gender Based Violence continues to manifest as a result of the ongoing 
conflict and conflict-affected children and their caregivers are in need of psychosocial support 
and recreational activities.7 Children and their families are at increased risk to unexploded 
ordnances (UXO) and explosive devices since the conflict is close to residential areas in 
southern Tripoli, meaning they are in need of mine-risk education.  

Migrants and refugees including children remain trapped in the detention centres close to the 
conflict lines and are in serious need of food, water, health care and protection services. 
According to reports, the situation in the detention centres which are accommodating migrants 
moved from the conflict affected centres are worsening, resulting in appalling living conditions. 
On 03 June UNHCR succeeded in evacuating over 100 detainees from the Zintan Detention 
centre to their Gathering and Departure Facility in Tripoli.  

UNICEF Emergency Response 

                                                        
1 OCHA, 31 May 2019, Libya Tripoli Clashes Situation Update No.26 
2 OCHA, 31 May 2019, Libya Tripoli Clashes Situation Update No.26 
3 Ibid. 
4 Information from Ministry of Education  
5 UNHCR, 31 May 2019, Libya Update 
6 Ibid. 
7 Ibid. 
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In line with Core Commitments for Children in Humanitarian Action, UNICEF’s response is dedicated to providing immediate life-saving 
protection, WASH, health, education and nutrition support to girls, boys and their families affected by the conflict. UNICEF also leads 
the Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) and education sectors and the child protection sub-sector.  

By 02 June, with the aim of helping conflict affected children to develop a sense of normalcy and cope with trauma, UNICEF and 
partners reached 9,645 conflict-affected children with psychosocial support, recreational activities and awareness sessions in 
collective shelters and in urban areas. In addition, 1,187 children (711 girls and 476 boys) received specialized psychosocial support. 

During the week of 27 May, UNICEF also distributed 20 recreational and early childhood development kits to the Ministry of Social 
Affairs to support their emergency response to the crisis in Tripoli.  

Since 12 May, UNICEF in collaboration with a cooperating partner has been providing non-formal education (English or math classes 
and life-skill sessions) through mobile classes to an average of 20-30 conflict-affected children a day in three collective centres. By 02 
June UNICEF has supported a total of 57 conflict affected children aged 5-17 years old with this non-formal education and is in 
discussion with international NGOs to further scale-up education in emergency support after the Eid Holiday during the summary 
holidays.  

Simultaneously, and as part of UNICEF’s efforts to enhance access to education support in the country, UNICEF is working with the 
Ministry of Education to support teacher initiatives. To date, UNICEF in partnership with the Ministry of Education, has reached 927 
children (473 males and 490 females), of which 372 are displaced children with catch up classes for basic and secondary education 
and to support children to sit in for exams when schools re-open on 09 June.  

By 02 June, 9,566 children were among 23,165 individuals (4,633 households) who were provided hygiene kits in collective centres 
and urban areas in Tripoli and Western Libya by UNICEF and partners. To ensure that WASH facilities in collective centres meet the 
minimum international standards, UNICEF and partners continue to assess and maintain the water and sanitation facilities in collective 
centres. Additionally, on 30 May UNICEF delivered eight water storage tanks –each with a storage capacity of 10,000 litres - to the 
General Company of Water and Waste Water to provide clean water to up to 3,200 people in Tripoli.  

During the reporting period, UNICEF provided micronutrients for 60 children in a detention centre and also provided emergency food 
rations- High Energy Biscuits- to 2,548 people (1,254 males and 1,294 females). Since the beginning of the conflict in Tripoli, UNICEF 
has provided support to meet health and nutrition needs of 225,124 people through Primary Health Care facilities, collective and 
detention centres. Meanwhile, UNICEF in coordinating with the National Centre for Disease Control and other partners is planning for 
a rapid nutrition assessment in the collective centres.  

Emergency Response Delivery  
UNICEF is co-leading the Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) in collaboration with the International Organization for Migration (IOM), 
the World Food Programme (WFP) and the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) to immediately deliver a minimum package of 
essential commodities, including food, hygiene and other essential items at the onset of a crisis to displaced households.  

As at 30 May, 9,402 children were assisted among 23,505 people (4,701 households) reached through the Rapid Response Mechanism 
in urban areas in and around Tripoli.  

UNICEF is responding to the emergency in partnership with the Ministry of Health, the National Centre for Disease Control, the Ministry 
of Education, the Water Authority, seven national and two international organisations. UNICEF builds on its well-established 
partnerships the municipal councils and Tripoli crisis committee to coordinate the response and ensure that there are no gaps and/or 
overlaps with other responders.  

UNICEF has deployed a Third-Party Monitoring service provider to conduct regular programme and distribution monitoring visits 
where security permits and by 02 June has conducted 26 monitoring visits.  

Funding 
In order to respond to the immediate needs to the affected families in Tripoli and western Libya, UNICEF and its partners immediately 
require US$ 5.50 million with a funding gap of US$ 2.38 million. 

Thanks to a generous contribution of Euro 2 million from the Italian Government to respond to the crisis in Western Libya, received 
on 28 May, UNICEF will be able to provide life-saving health and nutrition interventions and Water, Sanitation and Hygiene support to 
conflict-affected children and their families.  

  

For more information contact:  
Abdel Rahman Ghandour 
Special Representative, UNICEF Libya 
arghandour@unicef.org 
+218 912508641 I +216 99981718 
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As the fighting in Tripoli enters its third month, the situation for school children becomes increasingly difficult as they struggle to 
continue their education and learning.  

In April, the Ministry of Education requested the closure of the schools in the conflict affected areas, directly affecting the education 
of some 120,000 children. Since the eruption of conflict, most of the schools in Tripoli operate at minimum capacity, as teachers find 
it difficult to report to work or parents are increasing concerned for the safety and security of their children and reluctant to send 
them to school. As of 25th of May, municipal councils of larger Tripoli made 27 schools available to be used by the internally displaced 
families as collective shelter.  

Ms Ghada Alfaqeeh Hasan is the principle of Almansheeya Primary School in the Ben Ashour area in Tripoli where 1,250 pupils (680 
girls and 570 Boys) receive their education. The school is dilapidated, like so many other schools in the country. It needs substantive 
refurbishment– the roof of the building is heavily leaking; the school furniture is old and broken. The school does not have a library or 
equipped science laboratories which can help children to practice their science studies. Still, one can feel the personal touch of Ms 
Hasan and her team to make the school a welcoming place for the children. The walls of the school are decorated with the fascinating 
artwork of the students and many other academic achievements.  

Since the beginning of the conflict Almansheeya Primary School was among many that have been closed. Ms Hasan and her team have 
not given-up, deeply concerned about their students’ performance during the up-coming examination period scheduled to take place 
right after the Holy Month of Ramadan, at the beginning of June.  

Ms Hasan with the support from the Ministry of Education, Dr Adel Juma, the Deputy Minister of Education and Mr. Rashaad Bashr, 
the Head of the Education Crisis Committee, started catch- up classes to help the students of the last grade succeed in their exams.  

The Ministry of Education announced on its website the start of the programme. Some 120 students (53 girls and 67 boys) registered 
in Almansheeya Primary School and are attending the classes five times a week, four hour per day.  

One can see the enthusiasm of children in returning back to their routine and going to school again. One of the students, explained to 
UNICEF team, that he was happy to learn again, particularly math, as he was terrified of failing the math exam. Another student, a girl, 
explained how delighted she was to see her friends again. The third child – a boy, significantly younger than the rest of the group - 
confessed that it was his mom who registered him to this challenging programme.  

The catch-up classes programme faces multiple challenges in Almansheeya Primary School. The classrooms are severely overcrowded, 
and the teachers find it difficult to report to work. Those who made it to school do not always find suitable teaching environment – 
clean classrooms, space for the children to focus and interact – as well as educational supplies such as stationary, photocopying 
machines for the hand-outs and many other essentials.  

Within the framework of its 2019 -2020 Annual Work Plan with the Ministry of Education and thanks to the generous support of the 
German Government, BMZ, UNICEF supports the catch-up programme targeting some 700 children in the conflict affected 
neighborhoods of Tripoli. 
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The journey to success starts with a small but consistent act 
By Narine Aslanyan 

 


