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This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was prepared by 
OCHA Libya. It covers the period from 30 September to 2 October 2011.  The next report will be 
issued on or around 10 October. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 Concern over medical care in Sirte, as fighting continues  
 About 90 per cent attendance in schools in eastern areas, psychosocial support needed 
 More than 1,200 African migrants evacuated from IOM transit centre in Sabha to Chad 
 Protection concerns remain about the situation of TCNs in Tripoli and IDPs from conflict areas 

 
II. Situation Overview 

 
Humanitarian agencies are 
concerned about medical care to the 
war wounded, access to health 
services, and the protection of 
civilians in Sirte, where fierce fighting 
continues.  
 
According to media and humanitarian 
sources, the provision of life-saving 
medical aid is hampered by limited 
access to Sirte due to the ongoing 
conflict.  
 
Civilians in Sirte urgently need food, 
water and medical assistance, 
according to humanitarian actors who 
have visited the city over the last 
week. In the town they identified a 
shortage of medicines and oxygen. 
 
They also found that civilians are 
mostly leaving the city between 5 am 
and 11 am, when there is a lull in the 
fighting. Unconfirmed reports indicate 
that about 12,000 people (2,000 
families) have left Sirte in recent 
days. 

 
Humanitarian actors have provided essential medicines and supplies to clinics and a field hospital on the 
outskirts of Sirte. Medical teams are also assisting with coordination of medical evacuation operations from 
the frontlines to the field hospital and for further transfer via helicopters to Misrata for critically injured cases. 
Additionally, one mobile health team started deploying to IDP locations in Waskha, Wadi Imrah and 
Tawargha, with potential expansion to Zlitan.  
 
Before the ongoing conflict, Sirte had two hospitals: a central hospital with 223 beds and a rural hospital with 
60 beds. In September, WHO provided the Ministry of Health (MOH) with seven inter-agency medical kits 
to cover the needs of 70,000 people and 10 surgical kits for 1,000 surgical interventions over three months 
for people affected by conflict in Sirte, Sabha and Bani Walid.  
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The Humanitarian Coordinator will lead an inter-agency mission on 4 and 5 October to locations affected by 
fighting in Sirte, to review the ongoing delivery of humanitarian assistance to IDPs from the area, determine 
new needs and coordinate required additional response.  
 
The full picture of the humanitarian situation in Sirte and around Bani Walid and parts of southern Libya, 
such as Sabha, where the security situation remains volatile, remains unclear due to limited access. 
 
Field mission to Ras Lanouf, Bin Jawad and Harawa 

An INGO team conducted a field mission to locations around Ras Lanouf, Bin Jawad and Harawa and found 
approximately 500 displaced families in the area between Ras Lanouf and Harawa who were primarily 
arriving from Sirte. The INGO provided them with cooking stoves and will endeavor to distribute additional 
non-food items in the coming days (blankets, sleeping mats, mattresses, plastic sheets). 

A local NGO also reported that 4,000 to 5,000 displaced families were located between Harawa and Sirte.  In 
response, they delivered food and non-food items. An inter-agency mission to Harawa and Bin Jawad is 
scheduled to take place on 5 October to verify the locations of IDPs and organise further assistance to them. 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 

PROTECTION 

More than 1,200 African migrants who have been seeking refuge at an IOM transit centre in the southern 
Libyan city of Sabha have been evacuated to Chad. The migrants, part of a large group of several thousand 
who arrived at the centre when fighting in Sabha began, left on a convoy of 15 trucks on 2 October, 
accompanied by the Chadian Deputy Consul and Chadian and Nigerian community elders. IOM will provide 
food, water, shelter and medical aid to the migrants in Chad before they are taken to their final destinations 
either inside Chad or elsewhere in Africa. 

The Protection cluster remains concerned about the physical security of Third Country Nationals (TCNs) in 
the Sidi Bilal port area, near Tripoli. The TCNs have been given an ultimatum to leave the port, following 
damage caused to boats belonging to fishermen, under which they were sheltering. On 31 September, a 
TCN was injured by a bullet shot by unidentified armed man. Five TCNs who accompanied the wounded 
individual to the hospital were arrested by local authorities. Another TCN was shot on the night of 1 October. 
Following these incidents, some 80 per cent of the TCNs located in Sidi Bilal have expressed a request for 
repatriation. No relocation sites have been confirmed yet. LibAid, the national body established for the 
coordination of humanitarian assistance, has taken the responsibility for site selection and is in discussion 
with local councils to address protection issues. 
 
The cluster is also working with local authorities to address the situation of Tawargha IDPs who are facing 
protection threats including systematic harassment and arbitrary arrest. On 3 and 4 October UNHCR will 
meet with local councils and visit detention centres in Misrata, where some 600 Tawargha individuals are 
reported to be detained.. Humanitarian partners are also distributing food and non-food items such as 
hygiene kits and blankets to these IDPs. 
 

WATER SANITATION & HYGIENE 
  
Ongoing fighting in Sirte, Bani Walid and Sabha is restricting the cluster’s response to WASH needs. If the 
conflict becomes protracted, the cluster will need to scale up its activities again to meet the water 
requirements of people in the conflict areas, including IDPs. 
 
Access to safe water is a critical need for IDPs who have settled in locations without a safe water network, or 
where the network is unable to meet demand. In addition, with reported increases of diarrhoea, the utility of 
household and personal hygiene items has emerged as an important need for IDPs in locations around Bani 
Walid, Sirte, Misrata and Tarhouna, as well as sites in Tripoli. Bottled water has been distributed to about 
60,000 individuals in these locations, including those transiting to urban centres seeking accommodation 
with host families. 
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FOOD SECURITY & LIVELIHOODS 
 
WFP is dispatching 200 metric tons (MT) of food for distribution to 25,000 internally displaced people from 
Sirte in the following 11 locations: Al Dheir, Al Kwass, Kbeba, Talateen, Jaref, Mrah, Washka, Zamzam, 
Gaddahiya, Abo Njeim, Harawa (all are west of Sirte, except Harawa which is east). WFP plans to dispatch 
more food in the coming days as new IDP needs emerge. 
 
WFP has prepositioned food in Misrata (200 MT), Tripoli (400 MT), Benghazi (4,500 MT) and Zarzis (1,500 
MT), ready to be dispatched for distributions, and will continue the food pipeline for various locations in need 
in Libya.  It is particularly important that WFP and partners be able to respond quickly to growing needs of 
the populations from Sabha, Bani Walid and Sirte, as they become accessible. The cluster is preparing for 
assessments to establish food needs in areas that have previously been inaccessible, including Sirte, Bani 
Walid, Nafusa Mountains, Sabha district and western coastal areas as soon as the security situation permits.  
 

HEALTH 
 
The cluster continues to fill gaps in medical supplies, as well as supporting the provision of health services in 
Sirte and Bani Walid, where hospitals are running out of specific medicines and oxygen, according to media 
and humanitarian reports.  
 
Post-conflict rehabilitation is a key health priority for the cluster. An INGO is deploying a physiotherapist from 
Geneva this month (October) to work at the orthopaedic centre in Tripoli. In Benghazi, the rehabilitation 
programme received 60 new patients and conducted 130 consultations in the past week. Another INGO is 
engaged in a rehabilitation assessment and involved with the amputee centre and physiotherapy department 
in Misrata and Tripoli. The cluster’s rehabilitation sub-group received new equipment for the refurbishment of 
the new physiotherapy centre at Benghazi Medical Centre, which is expected to provide treatment to patients 
starting this month. More information about rehabilitation is available at this link: 
http://www.who.int/disabilities/cbr/guidelines/en/index.html.  
 

 EDUCATION 
 
Ministry of Education reports indicate that learning activities have resumed in most primary, middle and 
secondary schools. Student attendance is reported to be at 90 per cent in the eastern part of the country, 
with many children and adolescents in need of psycho-social support. The ministry requires support in the 
repair and rehabilitation of severely damaged schools in Benghazi, Misrata, Bani Walid, Sirte, Tripoli and 
other conflict-affected locations. In Ajdabyia and Benghazi, students are sitting on carpets due to a shortage 
of desks, while in Benghazi, many schools do not have adequate WASH facilities. As part of an education 
recovery programme, more assistance will be required in the schools. 
 
About 50,000 children are currently reported to be internally displaced. The cluster is supporting the Ministry 
of Education to accelerate access to education and recreational activities for the displaced children. 
 

LOGISTICS 
 
Five NGOs and the NGO Coordination Forums in Tripoli and Misrata have written a letter requesting for the 
continuation of the United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) flights until safe commercial air 
services resume in Libya. The NGOs noted that the flight service provided by UNHAS remains vital in the 
provision of transport and evacuation capacity for humanitarian personnel, as commercial operators wishing 
to resume flights into Libya are still facing high insurance premiums and other restrictions.  
 
However, due to funding shortages, UNHAS flights were reduced to serve only Malta, Tripoli and Benghazi 
effective 21 September. WFP urgently needs US$1.4 million per month to continue the service. The shortfall 
for UNHAS through the end of this year is currently $4.5 million.  
 
Further details about accessing UNHAS services and the latest schedule are available at 
http://www.logcluster.org/ops/lby11a/unhas-schedule-and-forms.  The limit for personal luggage is 20kg. 
Additional cargo may be requested by filling out the Service Request Form. 
 

http://www.who.int/disabilities/cbr/guidelines/en/index.html
http://www.logcluster.org/ops/lby11a/unhas-schedule-and-forms
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The cluster is providing free bonded storage in Malta Freeport for transit cargo.  For more information about 
this service, please contact northafrica.cargo@logcluster.org.  For general information about the Logistics 
Cluster, including on warehousing and transport services (air, sea and road), please visit: 
http://www.logcluster.org/ops/lby11a 
 

IV. Coordination 

 
OCHA is working with national authorities to plan humanitarian assessments for Sirte and subsequently for 
the southern region in the coming days. OCHA is also finalizing the Common Humanitarian Action Plan that 
will outline strategies and activities to address residual humanitarian needs from October to December, 
including details of a humanitarian exit strategy, as all humanitarian actors are likely to phase out substantive 
humanitarian programming by the end of November. Residual humanitarian needs beyond the end of 
December will be incorporated into Technical Cooperation Programmes in 2012. 
 
The coordination meeting schedules for Tripoli, Zarzis, Benghazi and Cairo, as well as the Humanitarian 
Country Team (HCT) contact lists, are available online at http://libya.humanitarianresponse.info/.  All 
humanitarians working in Libya are strongly encouraged to subscribe to OCHA’s mailing list, which is also 
used to produce a contact directory to support coordination in Libya.  http://bit.ly/oiQrTr  
 
OCHA Libya is producing a daily humanitarian media monitoring service.  The service provides an overview 
of the Libya crisis as portrayed in the worldwide media, including: news agencies, newspapers, Arab Satellite 
TV, websites, social media and press releases by humanitarian organisations. If you wish to subscribe to the 
media monitoring service, visit: http://eepurl.com/eLeDs.  
 

V. Funding 

 
The Flash Appeal is funded at 61.6 per cent, with $251 million received out of the $407 million requested. 
Donations have also been recorded to projects outside the appeal, with a total of $179 million. This brings 
the total recorded humanitarian funding for the Libya crisis to $430 million. 
 
OCHA has an incomplete picture of funding donated outside the Flash Appeal. To ensure coordination of 
resources, please advise the Financial Tracking Service (fts@un.org) of all funding and in-kind donations. 
The Financial Tracking Service shows daily updates of funding for this appeal and other humanitarian 
response to the Libyan crisis. 
 

VI. Contact 

 
OCHA Libya: 
M. Ramesh Rajasingham, Head of Office a.i. 
rajasingham@un.org 
 
Brendan McDonald: Deputy Head of Office 
mcdonaldb@un.org +218 92892 5310 
 
OCHA New York: 
Julie Belanger: Officer-in-Charge, Europe, Central Asia and 
Middle East (ACAEME) Section Coordination Response 
Division, belangerj@un.org 
 
Stephanie Bunker: Spokesperson and Public Information 
Officer,  bunker@un.org +1 917 367 5126 

Moira Little: Humanitarian Affairs Officer, Europe, Central Asia 
and Middle East (ACAEME) Section Coordination Response 
Division,  littlem@un.org +1 (518) 429 6910 
 
OCHA Geneva: 
Thierry Delbreuve: Humanitarian Affairs Officer  
delbreuve@un.org•+41 (0) 22 917 1688 
 
Elisabeth Byrs: Spokesperson and Public Information Officer  
byrs@un.org +41 22 917 2653 
 

 
For more information, please visit: 

http://libya.humanitarianresponse.info 
http://ochaonline.un.org 

www.reliefweb.int 
www.irinnews.org 

 
To be added or deleted from this sit rep mailing list, please e-mail: ochareporting@un.org or visit: 

http://ochaonline.un.org 
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