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vulnerable communities in rehabilitating lowland rice fields 
and small-scale irrigation schemes, as well as rehabilitating 
feeder roads and bridges.  

The “Market Promotion” component enables Liberia’s 
smallholder farmers, a high proportion of whom are 
women, to supply quality rice surpluses first to WFP and 
then, in the long run, to Liberian consumer markets, thus 
increasing their income.  

Food Assistance for 

Refugees and 

Vulnerable Host 

Communities  

 

PRRO 200550** 

(June 2014 – June 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received    

(in USD) 

 

6-Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

35.9 m 
19.7 m  
(55%) 

0.3 m 
(41%) 

        *January 2017 – June 2017                  

Ivorian Refugees: WFP has been supporting Cote d'Ivoire 

refugees in Liberia since 2010. The current Ivorian refugee 

population is 15,431. Repatriations resumed in December 

after the reduction of heavy rains. The exercise will 

continue in early January 2017. It is expected that the 

current population will reduce to 7000-12,000 by June 

2017, when reintegration options will be considered for the 

remaining refugees. 

 

Budget Revision 7: Given the low rate of voluntary 
repatriation, WFP has introduced a final budget revision of 
PRRO 200550 to support refugees through a targeted food 
and cash assistance up end of June 2017. Any refugee 
remaining after June 2017 will be supported through the 
Livelihood and Assets project in the Country Programme. 
The targeted distribution will be for highly and extremely 

vulnerable refugees only. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highlights 
 The Liberia school meals programme will experience a 

complete funding shortage in February. WFP and the 
Ministry of Education are working on a contingency plan 
and engaging the donor community. 

 WFP is supporting the Government with the Liberia Zero 
Hunger Strategic Review to review critical gaps and 

assess priorities to reach Zero Hunger by 2030. 
 The refugee population continues to decline due to the 

voluntary repatriation exercise conducted by UNHCR. By 
the end of 2016, 12,000 refugees will remain in country. 
WFP restarted general food distributions in December but 
only targeting the extremely and highly vulnerable 

populations.  
 WFP will provide food to malnourished HIV clients on 

ART*, to TB* clients and to clients of PMTCT* services 
including their affected households. The project is funded 
through the Government and the Global fund. 

  
*ART: Antiretroviral Therapy, TB: Tuberculosis, PMTCT: Prevention of Mother to     

Child Transmission 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WFP Assistance 

 
Country Programme 

CP 200395 

(Jan 2013 – Dec 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received          

(in USD) 

6-Month Net 

Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

85.5 m 46.8 m 
(55%) 

6.8 m      
(84%) 

*January 2017 – June 2017 

Strengthen Social Safety Nets (school meals, nutrition): 

According to UNICEF (Liberia first global out-of-school 
ranking), nearly two thirds of Liberian children have never 
been in school and the country has the highest portion of 
children missing out on primary education. 
 
The school meals component provides daily meals to 

primary schoolchildren and take-home rations to girls in 
grades four to six from highly vulnerable households in the 
most food-insecure counties. WFP also works to enhance 
the monitoring and management capacities of the Ministry 
of Education at the central, county and district levels. 

However, the school meals programme will experience a 
complete funding shortage with absolutely no food 

distribution in February.  
 
WFP launched a Home Grown School Feeding (HGSF) 
programme with 6 schools in June 2016. These schools 
have seen a 30 percent increase in attendance when school 
resumed in September. The pilot has been expanded to 
include an additional 6 schools; now providing daily meals 

to 3,000 school children in 12 schools. 
 
Since the launch of the nutritional support to malnourished 
HIV clients on ART, to TB clients and clients of PMTCT, WFP 
has now procured food commodities to be distributed to the 
affected households. These services are provided through 

resources provided by the Global Fund and will contribute 
towards strengthening the national capacity of the Ministry 
of Health (MOH) in addressing the nutritional needs of 

people living with HIV and TB. WFP, together with MOH, 
has undertaken a baseline assessment to determine the 
specific needs to address under the nutritional support to 
people living With HIV and TB clients. 
 

The Livelihood Assets and Market Promotion (LAMP) is 
targeting six counties. LAMP comprises two components: 
the “Livelihood Assets Promotion” and the “Market 

Promotion”. The “Livelihood Assets Promotion” component 
aims to stimulate agricultural production and enhance the 
resilience of rural communities to economic shocks, food 
insecurity and natural disasters. This involves assisting 

Credit: WFP/John Monibah 
Caption: Women farmers (Bong County) thresh harvested 
rice under the Japanese bilateral project. 
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Operational Updates 

 The Liberia Zero Hunger Strategic Review (ZHSR) 

exercise is in progress, having started in September. 

The research team conducted its first of 5 regional 

(in the counties) consultative meetings with citizens 

as a way of collecting relevant information on the 

state of food and nutrition in the country. The ZHSR 

will establish a baseline on the challenges and gaps 

in the national response to food and nutrition 

security. The exercise is expected to lead to a 

national consensus on priority actions required to 

achieve zero hunger by 2030.  

 The second food assistance for assets distribution 

under the UN Human Security Trust Fund project has 

been completed. A total of 16.15 mt of rice, beans, 

and vegetable oil was distributed to 300 farmers. 

 School Meals: WFP held talks with the Ministry of 

Education (MOE) on funding shortfalls in school 

feeding. WFP and the MOE also agreed on key 

activities for 2017, including the need for the 

Government to get involved in resource mobilization 

efforts and support the continuation of the home 

grown school meals pilot in 2017. WFP will distribute 

the last school meals to 158,000 children between 

January and February 2017. This represents a 52 

percent cut in the number of children reached in 

March 2016 when the country office increased the 

home grown school feeding pilot from 6 to 12 

schools. The increase in the number of 

schoolchildren was necessitated by a 30 percent 

enrolment increase in the 6 piloted from June and 

the new 6 schools added in November. Both sides 

reviewed the work plan to decide on activities to 

continue with until February 2017 – the end of the 

funding period. 

 Liberia has been reinstated to the priority list of 

McGovern-Dole Food for Education Award for 2017 

and a proposal for school meals covering 5 years will 

be submitted in January. 

 The Livelihood Assets and Market Promotion: under 

the Japanese Bilateral project in Bong County, WFP 

supported farmers to develop 2.9 ha of lowland in-

valley swamps within the 10 project communities in 

December 2016. This brought the total hectares 

developed to 106 (100 percent) of the project’s 

target. A total of 335 households (1,775 people) 

participated in asset creation (swamp development 

and local storage construction). A quantity of 4.772 

mt of locally milled rice was distributed to asset 

beneficiaries.  

 Under the Japanese supplementary project in rural 

and Peri urban Montsurado County, WFP supported 

6,825 people to develop the following: 18.2 ha 

(lowland rice paddy fields); 5.4 km (rehabilitation of 

community roads); 25.85 ha (cultivated with 

vegetables); 7.4 ha (cultivated with tuber crops) and 

2.2 acres of community driven initiatives. 

The project also installed 3 rice mills and cassava 

processor sets, trained 40 youths on the 

maintenance of the agro-processing equipment, 

trained 250 farmers in crop production and trained 

11 farmers’ organizations in organization 

development, leadership and marketing skills. 

 

 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Population: 4.5 million 

Global Acute Malnutrition: 2.8% 
Stunting: 36% 
 

205 Human Development 

Index: 177 out of 188 

Gender Inequality Index: 

0.651 (rank 146 out of 187) 

 

 
  
Liberia suffered violent conflicts spanning almost 3 decades, 
from 1979 to 2003: a military coup d'état in 1980, 

widespread violence during military rule (1980-1990), and 
two civil wars (1989-1996 and 1999-2003). As a result of 
these conflicts, national GDP fell by 90 percent between 
1987 and 1995, one of the biggest economic collapses ever 
recorded in the world (Liberia PRS 2008). In addition, an 
Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) outbreak from mid-2014 to end 
2015, caused significant socio-economic disruptions. The 
World Bank estimates that the outbreak could have cost 
Liberia as much as USD 234 million or 12 percent of the 
GDP. Although Liberia has reduced chronic malnutrition 
rates among children under the age of five from “critical” to 
“serious”, according to WHO classification, six of Liberia’s 15 

counties still have critical levels of chronic malnutrition. In 
an effort to improve infrastructure and social service 
delivery, the Government has embarked on a national plan 
to make Liberia a middle income country by 2030. 
 
WFP Liberia’s Country Strategy (2013 – 2017) fully 
embraces the government’s vision of a “hunger free 
Liberia”.  Within this broad goal, the Country Strategy 
envisions safety nets as being central to all WFP’s 
interventions in Liberia. Through safety nets, WFP will help 
advance Liberia’s food and nutrition security agenda. 

WFP has been present in Liberia since 1968. 

 

*EVD: Ebola Virus Disease 

 

Contact info: John Monibah (john.monibah@wfp.org) 

Country Director: Bienvenu Djossa 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/liberia 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/liberia

