
 

This report is prepared by OCHA, on behalf of and in collaboration with UN agencies and partners involved in COVID-19 response 
efforts in Lebanon. The report covers the period from 1-31 March 2021.  
 

Situation  
• In March, an additional 95,041 people were infected with the 

COVID-19, bringing the total number of reported cases since 21 
February 2020 to 471,962. A total of 2,656 healthcare workers 
(55 per cent female) have been infected, including additional 102 
healthcare worker in April, compared to 141 in March. Further, a 
total of 4,692 deaths were registered (38 per cent female). The 
average local test positivity rate in March was at 18.4 per 
cent, compared to 18.9 per cent during February.  

• Lebanon is in phase four of the outbreak, where community 
transmission is well confirmed.   

• In March, 3,445 additional Palestine refugees were confirmed 
as positive with the COVID-19. A total of 10,510 Palestine 
refugees, 59 per cent of whom are living in camps, have been 
confirmed as positive with the COVID-19, including 320 deaths, 
since February 2020. Further, 5,624 Syrian refugees and 33 
refugees of other nationalities have tested positive for the 
COVID-19, including 320 deaths. A total of 344 additional cases 
was detected in informal settlements in March, bringing the total 
cases detected in the settlements since February 2020 to 715.  

• On 26 March, Lebanon went into the last phase of gradually 
relaxing the lockdown measures in four phases, which started on 
8 February. As per the statement of the National Disaster 
Management Operation Room issued on 26 March, curfews were suspended; working hours for the commercial 
sectors extended; and social and religious ceremonies remained prohibited, with the complete lockdown imposed 
during the Easter holiday. The UN and NGOs would not be required to submit negative PCR tests nor weekly 
plans of activities after the complete lockdown.  
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471,962 (95,041 new) 

confirmed cases 
(during the reporting period of 1-31 March) 

6,286 (1,543 new) deaths 

370,687 (79,097 new) 

recovered 

3,452,454 (507,309 new) 

tests conducted*  
Sources: WHO/MoPH daily report on COVID-19 

*Lebanon National Operations Room daily report on COVID-19 

• As of 31 March, 215,209 people have been vaccinated, out of 
1,030,048 people who have been registered through the 
IMPACT platform. About 30 per cent of those vaccinated is 
healthcare workers. On 30 March, the priority group was 
amended to include people above 65 years old and people 
aged 55-64 with chronic diseases.  

• A total of ten community isolation sites were active as of 31 
March with 302 beds occupied out of 513 available beds. The 
discussion was still ongoing regarding possible repurposing of 
some of these centres as rehabilitation/step-down facilities 
for patients who still need some level of active monitoring and 
administration of treatment but do not require to remain 
hospitalized.  

• As of 31 March, the occupancy rate of COVID-19 intensive 
care unit (ICU) beds was 82 per cent (962 occupied beds out 
of a total of 1,173 dedicated ICU beds), with 69 additional ICU 
beds added in March. The UN and NGOs have continued 
supporting the MoPH to increase the beds capacity through 
providing additional ICU beds, equipment, and human 
resources.  

Source: Lebanon National Operations Room daily report 
on COVID-19 
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Response per pillar under Priorities 1 and 2 

Pillar 2 (Risk communication/community engagement):  

• Published an updated COVID-19 Vaccines Q&A document and shared with all risk communication and 
community engagement (RCCE) partners, as well as community stakeholders. The document provided 
answers linked to the COVID-19 National Vaccines Development Plan (NVDP), including updates on the 
AstraZeneca vaccine and queries related to COVID-19 and pregnancy, breastfeeding, fertility and its 
effectiveness against mutations. The document was actively used as a reference to design external 
communication content such as the second and third vaccines social media packages that included 
simplified messages to answer community questions and counter fake news.  

• Share the information on the arrival of the first batch of AstraZeneca vaccine through COVAX on social 
media through coverage from the airport.  

• Produced a third video to support the NVDP and disseminated to general public through television. This 
video provides step-by-step guidelines on the four stages of the beneficiary’s journey inside the 
vaccination centre.   

• Developed a second batch of the #Vaccinated Social Media package to promote trust in the COVID-19 
vaccine and encourage registration on the platform, and disseminated to all RCCE partners. This 
package included photos and quotes from frontline workers, doctors and elderly taking the 
vaccines. One of the most popular posts achieved a high reach and engagement, nearly reaching 
430,000 viewers without promotion.  

• Reached about 3 million residents in Lebanon via television in March, through the COVID-19 related 
material ensuring engagement with people who do not have direct access to social media. 

• Conducted awareness raising activities partners throughout Lebanon, reaching more than 62,000 
beneficiaries, including: 

▪ 21,782 Syrians and Lebanese in Akkar, Beirut, Mount Lebanon, North and South through 
activities carried out by community health volunteers, roving officers, nurses and other health 
team members.  

▪ 19,376 people in Hermel by publishing videos and a brochure on social media, and conducting 
door-to-door visits and field visits encouraging registration on the COVID-19 vaccination 
platform.  

▪ 9,721 Lebanese, Palestinian and Syrian in Beirut, Mount Lebanon, Nabatieh, North, and South 
through RCCE materials.  

▪ 621 Lebanese, 24 Palestinians, 33 Syrians in Saida through conducing sessions on preventive 
measures, vaccination, and impact on mental health.  

▪ 1,521 people in Akkar, Mount Lebanon, North and South through 75 COVID-19 public 
awareness sessions, covering signs and symptoms, transmission modes and precautionary 
measures.  

▪ 6,284 Lebanese, Syrian and Palestinian in Beirut and Mount Lebanon through household visits, 
explaining the importance of precautions including wearing masks and social distancing.  

▪ More than 3,000 people in the Ablah municipality through videos on social media; messaging on 
COVID-19 vaccination through home visits; distribution and hanging of flyers in markets, grocery 
stores and pharmacies; distribution of flyers by youth volunteers; and key messages promoting 
awareness through videos and social media. 

• Conducted awareness sessions on COVID-19 hygiene and preventive measures, reaching 5,468 
children and 4,423 caregivers across all governorates through door-to-door visits and phone calls. The 
COVID-19 vaccine was discussed during sessions.   

• Provided mental health support and education sessions to Lebanese in Beirut, Bekaa, and Tyre to help 
them cope with the mental health impacts of COVID-19, reaching 70 COVID-19 patients through phone 
sessions to discuss mental health issues, 1,250 COVID-19 patients who received advice and follow-up 
calls to monitor their mental health, 13.267 people through online group psychological counselling and 
education sessions, and 1,200 people through mental health education sessions.  

• Conducted 37 training sessions on COVID-19, reaching 1,091 participants from NGOs including those 
working with people disabilities, the Syndicate of Social Workers, Municipal Crisis Cells, Municipalities 
and Union of Municipalities.  

• Conducted awareness sessions to introduce procedures to ensure safe return to business, reaching 21 
Lebanese beneficiaries in Keserwan, Mount Lebanon.  

• Conducted awareness sessions on dead body management to 32 Lebanese and one Syrian 
beneficiaries at quarantine centres in Nabatieh.  

• Reached 93 beneficiaries through the COVID e-learning platform and web-games aiming at acquainting 
children with COVID-19 related knowledge. 

https://www.moph.gov.lb/userfiles/files/Prevention/COVID-19%20Vaccine/COVID-19%20Vaccine%20FAQ%20-%20EN%20-22-3-%202021.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFLebanon/posts/3720021378096137
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFLebanon/posts/3726743957423879
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFLebanon/posts/3724272881004320
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFLebanon/posts/3743655925732682
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFLebanon/posts/3665332613565014
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFLebanon/posts/3683171621781113
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=131821358881433
https://www.facebook.com/groups/462740507613034
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• Distributed hygiene kits to vulnerable families residing in Karantina, reaching 600 Lebanese, Syrian and 
migrant workers of other nationalities. Further, 180 hygiene kits were distributed to 800 Lebanese, 
Palestinians and Syrian beneficiaries in Beirut, Mount Lebanon, and North.  

• Conducted a survey on challenges faced to register on the COVAX system and collected data from 193 
Lebanese, Palestinians, Syrians respondents in Beirut, Bekaa, Mount Lebanon, Nabatieh, North and 
South.  

• Provided prenatal and breastfeeding support to 669 Lebanese and 2004 non-Lebanese caregivers.  

• Reached 4,342 Lebanese and 3,861 non-Lebanese caregivers with information on health integrated 
messages 

• Reached 16 pregnant adolescent girls with access to ANC visits in supported PHCs. 

• Conducted awareness sessions in Karantina and North Bekaa on COVID-19 (mitigation measures, 
measures to be taken during home isolation or quarantine, vaccination) and offered support to people 
unable to register themselves on the platform. 

• Conducted psychosocial sessions to 106 COVID-19 patients and mental health consultations to 155 
beneficiaries in Bekaa.   

Pillar 3 (Surveillance): 

• As part of NGO’s community-based surveillance activities aiming to detect and report COVID-19 cases in 
communities, a total of 4,799 beneficiary in Bekaa were surveyed by NGOs engaging in the activities.  

• Procured and delivered 10,000 PCR tests to the National Influenza Centre, supporting the influenza-like 
illness and COVID-19-like illness (ILI/CLI) integrated surveillance strategy.  

• Supported the epidemiological surveillance unit (ESU) at the MoPH to include one additional MSF clinic 
to the ILI/CLI integrated surveillance network.  

• Supported the pathogenomics laboratory of Lebanese American University (LAU) to finalize the genomic 
sequencing proposal which was cleared and approved by an UN Agency.  

Pillar 4 (Points of entry):  

• Screened 84,953 individuals for COVID-19 at the Beirut Rafiq Hariri International Airport in March, which 
increased by about 30,000 people from last month.   

• Screened 12,362 individuals, including 1,293 children, for COVID-19 at the five border crossing points and 
provided them with guidance on prevention and home isolation during March.  

• Checked 707 children’s vaccination status together with the COVID-19 screening and provided them with 
missing measles and polio vaccines. 

Pillar 5 (National Lab):  

• Upgraded the laboratory capacity of the governmental hospitals through procurement and delivery of the 

following equipment to 11 governmental hospitals: one safety cabinet and vortex mixer, one electrolyte 

equipment, seven automated microbial detection machines, nine blood bag tube sealers, and five 

plasma thawing baths. 

• Procured and delivered 82,000 PCR tests and 50,000 extractions to the MoPH warehouse.  

Pillar 6 (Infection prevention and control (IPC)): 

• Procured and distributed 50 hygiene kits (containing hand soaps, alcohol spray, sanitizer, detergent, 

bleach and mops) to 50 older Syrian refugees and vulnerable Lebanese.  

• Donated 2,000 gowns, 500 bouffant caps, 1300 shoe covers to four hospitals in Beirut.  

• Donated 15,469 gowns, 13,190 bouffant caps, and 21,770 shoe covers to about 58 public health care 

centres in Akkar, Beirut, Bekaa, Mount Lebanon, Tripoli and South. 

• Donated the following items to two newly contracted public health care centres in South: 71 bleach 

bottles, 19 soap bottles, 75 boxes cleaning solution, 7,450 cloth face masks, 18,050 surgical masks, 580 

gowns, 1,080 bouffant caps, 1,240 shoe covers, 144 hand sanitizers, 49 rubbing alcohol bottles, 11,900  

gloves, 880 N95 face masks, 83 paper rolls for examination tables,10 face shields, and four pairs of 

safety gloves. 

• Procured following PPE and IPC supplies to Roumieh and Zahle Prisons:1,764 N95 masks, 3,300 boxes 

of medical facemasks, 1,820 face shields, 2,400 boxes of gloves, 1,770 gowns,10 coveralls, 30 boxes of 

shoe covers, 15 boxes of head covers, 60 disinfectant spray bottles, 60 bottles of hand gel, 50 hand 

liquid soap bottles, 12 bottles of chlorine, 140 packs of waste bags, 80 packs of medical waste bags, and 

other cleaning utensils and materials. The equipment will be used by teams of health care workers who 

would conduct medical assessments and education sessions in the Prisons.  
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• Distributed 4,405 disinfection kits and 14,892 IPC kits to the vulnerable families with at least one family 

member who have been infected with the COVID-19 and home isolated, or families who were sharing 

facilities with an affected family or sharing an overcrowded building 

Pillar 7 (Case management): 

• Deployed 10 new intensive care unit (ICU) beds to the Riyak private hospital as part of hospital 

expansion project  

• Procured seven first aid kits to seven community isolation centres (Abbasiyeh, Fneidek Ben Aziz 

Isolation Centre, Lebanese Canadian Hospital, Maad Isolation Centre, Mrayje Isolation Centre, Qana 

Isolation Centre, and Wardanieh).   

• Strengthened COVID-19 ICU and regular beds capacity of five governmental hospitals (Halba, Jezzine, 

Mashghara, Sibline and Zahle) through recruitment of 26 registered and practical nurses during March, 

bringing the total number of nurses deployed to 170 at regular wards and 375 at ICU wards. 

• The total number of nurses deployed at seven active community isolation centers during March had 

reached 43. 

• As part of Twinning Project, five twinning pairs conducted several activities, focusing on common clinical 

rounds, practical trainings in ventilatory settings, establishment of daily routine, introduction of inhalation 

therapists, creating and modifying clinical protocols, and practical training on the use of cardiac 

ultrasound by ICU physician in COVID ICU wards; two pairs discussed the support plan; and one pair 

was still on hold due to administrative reasons. Data collection on quality indicators regarding COVID-

ICU care were continuously collected from all involved public hospitals on a weekly basis. 

Pillar 8 (Operational support and logistics): 

• Launched the invitation to bid for the procurement of COVID-19 items (PPE and supplies) by local 
suppliers. The deadline is 8 April 2021. 

• Prepared the facilitation request of custom clearance that would be submitted to the Prime Minister’s Office 
once.   

Pillar 10 (Vaccination)  

• Supported 27 public and private hospitals across Lebanon through procurement of 91,200 unit of syringes 
for the COVID-19 vaccination.  

• Procured and delivered one ultra-low temperature freezer for COVID-19 vaccines storage to the MoPH 
warehouse.  

• Delivered following equipment to the MoPH warehouse for the prevention of COVID-19 transmission 
during COVID-19 vaccination campaign: 1,859 boxes of masks, 42,305 gowns, 30,398 face-shields, 5,292 
biohazard bags, 126 thermometers, 9,390 boxes of syringes, and 406 safety boxes.  

 

Response per sector under Priority 4 

Food Security Sector  

• In response to the impact of COVID-19 and the economic crisis, 296,570 vulnerable Lebanese across the 
country were supported with food parcels in March, as movement restrictions related to the COVID-19 
continued to be lifted. Given the deteriorating food security situation, this in-kind emergency response for 
COVID-19 and the economic crisis was extended until the end of 2021.     

 


