
 

This report is prepared by OCHA, on behalf of and in collaboration with UN agencies and partners involved in COVID-19 response 
efforts in Lebanon. The report covers the period from 1-28 February 2021.  
 

Situation  
• In February, an additional 73,849 people were infected with 

the COVID-19, bringing the total number of reported cases since 
21 February 2020 to 375,033 (54 per cent male). Overall, 2,550 
healthcare workers have been infected (55 per cent female), 
mostly working in institutions dealing with the COVID-19 
response. Further, a total of 4,692 deaths were registered (38 per 
cent female). The average local test positivity rate in February 
was at 16.6 per cent, compared to 19.3 per cent during January.  

• Lebanon is in phase four of the outbreak, where community 
transmission is well confirmed.   

• In February, 2,219 additional Palestine refugees were 
confirmed as positive with the COVID-19. A total of 7,068 
Palestine refugees, 4,097 (58 per cent) of whom are living in 
camps, have been confirmed as positive with the COVID-19, 
including 228 deaths, since February 2020. Further, 3,626 
Syrian refugees and 32 refugees of other nationalities have 
tested positive for the COVID-19, including 139 deaths. So 
far, 371 cases have been detected in informal settlements, of 
whom 150 have recovered.  

• On 6 February, the Government announced the gradual 
relaxation of the lockdown measures in four phases, starting 
the first phase on 8 February with some sectors, including 
factories and banks, opened and the general curfew still imposed. In the second phase that started on 22 
February, additional sectors, including tourism offices, car mechanics, dry cleaning, construction sites, opened at 
50 per cent capacity, with permissions obtained through the IMPACT platform. In line with discussions between 
the Humanitarian Coordinator and the Prime Minister Office, the UN and NGOs could continue implementing 
critical humanitarian activities using the online platform on the condition of submitting weekly plans of activities 
through the Humanitarian Coordinator.  
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375,033 (73,849 new) 

confirmed cases 
(during the reporting period of 1-28 February) 

4,692 (1,598 new) deaths 

291,590 (108,327 new) 

recovered 

2,945,145 (411,156 new) 

PCR tests conducted*  
Sources: WHO/MoPH daily report on COVID-19 

*Lebanon National Operations Room daily report on COVID-19 

• The Government of Lebanon officially released the National 
Deployment and Vaccination Plan in February. In line with the 
plan, the vaccination campaign has started across Lebanon 
on 14 February for the first priority group, namely health 
workers and people above 75 years old. As of 28 February, 
Lebanon had received 101,790 doses from Pfizer, with more 
doses expected to arrive on a weekly basis. Further, the Ministry 
of Public Health (MoPH) granted emergency use authorization 
for AstraZeneca,  Sinopharm and Sputnik to be introduced 
through the private sector. The details on the private sector 
procurement is being discussed. Finally, UN and NGOs started 
discussions with the MoPH on possible supports for the 
national vaccination campaign.  

• As of 28 February, 50,514 have been vaccinated, among 
72,350 people who were given appointment through the 
IMPACT platform. The priority is still given to health care workers 
and persons above 75 years of age. About 97 per cent of those 
vaccinated are Lebanese, with 349 Syrians (0.5 per cent), 
1219 Palestinians (1.68 per cent) and 388 people from other 
nationalities (0.5 per cent).  
 

 

Source: Lebanon National Operations Room daily report 
on COVID-19 
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Response per pillar under Priorities 1 and 2 

• A total of nine community isolation sites were active as of 
28 February with 178 beds occupied out of 522 available 
beds.  Given the underutilization of these centres, the Disaster 
Risk Management (DRM) unit and relevant UN agencies started 
to discuss with the National Coordinating Committee about 
possible repurposing of  some of these centres as 
rehabilitation/step-down facilities for patients who still need 
some level of active monitoring and administration of treatment 
but do not require to remain hospitalized.  

• As of 28 February, the occupancy rate of COVID-19 intensive 
care unit (ICU) beds was 83 per cent (912 occupied beds out 
of a total of 1,104 dedicated ICU beds), with 74 additional ICU 
beds added in February. The UN and NGOs have continued 
supporting the MoPH to increase the beds capacity through 
providing additional ICU beds, equipment, and human 
resources.  

Pillar 2 (Risk communication/community engagement):  

• Published a Q&A COVID-19 vaccines document in Arabic and shared with all risk communication and 
community engagement (RCCE) partners and community stakeholders. The document is being actively 
used as a reference to design external communication content such as the first vaccines social media 
package that included simplified messages to answer community questions and counter fake news.  

• Produced two animated videos — announcing the arrival of the vaccines, and displaying step by step 
guidelines for how to register on the COVAX vaccination platform — and disseminated to the public, 
reaching approximately 60 per cent of residents in Lebanon through television, as well as more than half 
a million of social media users.  

• To promote trust and safety of the COVID-19 vaccine and encourage everyone to register on the 
platform, a #Vaccinated Social Media package was developed including photos and quotes from 
frontline workers, doctors and elderly taking the vaccines. The package is being disseminated by all 
RCCE partners and relevant stakeholders. The first post published has achieved high public 
engagement, nearly reaching 826,000 viewers without promotion. 

• To emphasize the importance of abiding by the preventive measures, multimedia packages from 
previous campaigns like the Rafic Hariri University Hospital RCCE campaign were re-shared on social 
media and TVs, in addition to the videos focusing on abiding to the preventive measures.  

• All of the COVID-19 related material has reached approximately 77 per cent of Lebanon residents via TV 
in February, ensuring engagement with people who do not have direct access to social media. 

• Reached 1,518 children, including 71 children with disability, and 456 caregivers in Akkar, Bekaa and 
North, through awareness sessions on COVID-19 hygiene and preventive measures. Further, support 
was provided for monitoring social distancing and disseminating awareness messages on COVID-19 
preventive measures at ATMs, reaching 5,110 people across Beirut, Mount Lebanon, the North and 
South governorates. The information, education and communication (IEC) materials included materials 
about safety measures and exercise for people with disabilities.  

• Reached 2,304 beneficiaries with COVID-19 public awareness sessions, entailing general awareness of 
COVID-19 signs and symptoms, transmission modes and precautionary measures. Additional 393 
beneficiaries were reached by online platforms. Furthermore, eight Lebanese beneficiaries in Damour 
Municipality were trained on municipal response and action planning, and quarantine procedures to clarify 
guidelines for isolation and support of isolated individuals. 

• Conducted COVID-19 vaccine awareness sessions with Lebanese healthcare workers in six 
governmental hospitals (Baabda, Daher El Beshek, Ftouh Kesrwan, Halba, Saida, and Tripoli), reaching 
200 nurses and physicians as well as 20 janitors, administrators, and security guards. Further, a Training 
of Trainers (ToT) on COVID-19 vaccine awareness raising reached 32 NGO staff in Saida and its 
suburbs, cascading to 2,033 indirect number of beneficiaries including Syrian, Palestine and stateless 
communities. Moreover, 300 Lebanese Scouts received a ToT on the vaccine in Tripoli. Several 
awareness raising campaigns on COVID-19 vaccine were conducted in Aley District, in collaboration 
with the municipalities, targeting Lebanese NGOs, youth, volunteers and municipal staff. Other 
campaigns reached 761 Lebanese and Syrian beneficiaries in Akkar and Tripoli.  

• Targeted 1,343 children, including 39 children with disabilities, and 682 caregivers with COVID-19 
awareness activities in the basic literacy and numeracy education program through door-to-door 
outreach activities in Northern Bekaa. Similarly, 908 children, including 22 children with disabilities, and 

https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFLebanon/posts/3613962262035383
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFLebanon/posts/3648911658540443
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFLebanon/posts/3648911658540443
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFLebanon/posts/3611626418935634
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFLebanon/posts/3621031534661789
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFLebanon/posts/3621031534661789
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFLebanon/posts/3638308516267424
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFLebanon/posts/3654543651310577
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFLebanon/posts/3655136791251263
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFLebanon/posts/3638308516267424
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFLebanon/posts/3586500181448258
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFLebanon/posts/3650407811724161
https://www.instagram.com/p/B_FQSSrpJSr/?igshid=2qkgf7xuk632
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456 caregivers were targeted in the accelerated basic literacy and numeracy program activities. A 
video was developed using beneficiaries’ drawings and shared with all the beneficiaries via WhatsApp to 
raise awareness on COVID-19. 

• Conducted four online sessions with 154 Lebanese and Syrians caregivers of youth at risk to help them 
better communicate with their children, including youth substance users during COVID-19 and the 
lockdown. 

• Reached 331 participants with COVID-19 health promotion sessions, covering mental health promotion 
of health workers in public hospitals, taking care of positive cases at home, COVID-19 vaccine and the 
role of community mobilizers in promoting pre-registration on the MoPH vaccine platform.  

• Reached over 10,000 people affected by COVID-19, including people with special needs and elderly 
through mental health support and education activities in Beirut, Bekaa, and Nabatieh. Additionally, nine 
support groups were held for nurses in Nabatiyeh.  

• Distributed 925 IPC kits to 2,115 COVID-19 infected individuals in Northern Bekaa. Further, 431 PPE 
kits were distributed to youths who attended awareness raising sessions in Beirut, Mount Lebanon and 
Tyre.  

• RCCE materials on preventative behaviours, awareness raising about COVID-19 vaccination and 
registration of the platform were disseminated using social media to raise awareness on COVID-19 
reaching 2,000 beneficiaries including Lebanese, Palestinians and Syrians. 

• Provided prenatal and breastfeeding support to 221 Lebanese and 1,142 non-Lebanese and reached 
839 Lebanese and 1,623 non-Lebanese caregivers with information on health integrated messages.   

Pillar 3 (Surveillance): 

• Supported the epidemiological surveillance (ESU) unit at the MoPH to develop  three concept notes: 1) 
Influenza communication campaign with the objective of strengthening indicator and event-based 
surveillance at national level, reinforcing nonpharmaceutical interventions within the community, and 
decreasing additive burdens on health care systems; 2)  Strengthening of decentralized electronic 
reporting at the source of data; and 3) Requesting human resources support with the objective of 
enhancing contact tracing of COVID-19 cases at national level. The influenza communication campaign is 
expected to start in April. 

• Procured 5,000 PCR tests to the National Influenza Centre in support to the influenza-like illness and 
COVID-19-like illness (ILI/CLI) integrated surveillance strategy.  

• Recruited three new investigators to support the ESU at the MoPH with COVID19 contact tracing activities. 

Pillar 4 (Points of entry):  

• Screened 54,384 individuals for COVID-19 at the Beirut Rafiq Hariri International Airport in February.   

• Screened 9,558 individuals, including 719 children, for COVID-19 at the five border crossing points and 
provided them with guidance on prevention and home isolation during February, out of which 3,303 people 
went through PCR testing. This brought a total of 220,367 people screened at the border crossing points 
since March 2020. 

Pillar 5 (National Lab):  

• Procured and delivered additional 100,000 reverse transcription-polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) 

tests and 100,000 ribonucleic acid extraction reactions to the MoPH warehouse.   

• Procured 7,913 PRC tests with viral RNA/DNA extraction kit to Zahle Governmental Hospital. 

• Continued to upgrade the laboratory capacity at governmental hospitals through procurement and delivery 
of the following equipment to 11 hospitals; 12 sets of micropipettes, one brand manifold water filtration 
system, precision balance and one water bath.  

Pillar 6 (Infection prevention and control (IPC)): 

• Distributed 5,703 infection prevention and control (IPC) kits and 435 disinfection kits to the equivalent 

number of households, based on referrals from the IPC hotline and municipalities.  

• Provided fabric masks to 2,000 gender-based violence survivors and 7,500 street children and their 

caregivers mainly in Akkar, Beirut and Bekka.  

• Procured and distributed 173 elderly kits (including diapers, soap bars, shower gel, clothing items, 

underwear, face masks and hand sanitizer) to vulnerable older people, both Syrian refugees and 

Lebanese communities living in Wadi Khaled, Akkar. 

• Supported Hopital Psychiatrique de la Croix and Rafiq Hariri University Hospital (RHUH) with 11,550 

units of personal protective equipment (PPE). 

• Procured the following disinfection and IPC kits to approximately 118 public healthcare centres (PHCs) 

across Lebanon (Akkar, Beirut, Bekaa, Mount Lebanon, South, and Tripoli): gloves, gowns, masks, hand 

sanitizers, bleach jars, face shields, thermometer, soaps, and shoe covers.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YXXr1IJ7ipw
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• Distributed 15,000 cloth masks and 7,000 bottles of hand sanitizers to migrant workers through 

community health activities in Beirut. 

Pillar 7 (Case management): 

• One additional private university hospital has committed to join the Twinning project, bringing the total 

number of university hospitals supporting public hospitals to eight. As of 28 February, five twinning pairs 

have ongoing activities mostly through webinar-based support, mainly focused on common clinical 

rounds, practical trainings in ventilatory settings, introduction of inhalation therapists and creating and 

modifying clinical protocols. Another two pairs completed the assessment, while one pair is still on hold 

due to administrative reasons. Data collection on quality indicators regarding COVID-19 ICU care are 

now collected from all involved public hospitals on weekly basis.  

• Strengthened COVID-19 ICU and regular beds capacity of 12 governmental hospitals through 

recruitment of 131 registered and practical nurses in February, bringing the total number of nurses 

currently deployed to 159 at regular wards and 358 at ICU wards since March 2020. 

• Procured 200 oxygen concentrators, 25 of which were delivered to one NGO that is lending oxygen 

concentrators to population in need of those, four to Hopital La Croix, three to UN joint medical services 

(to support UN staff and their dependent), and five to Sayde Antelias elderly home in February, in 

addition to 44 concentrators already distributed in January. The remaining concentrators will be used to 

respond to immediate needs.    

• Distributed 62 high flow nasal cannula to support COVID-19 wards among public and private hospitals. 

• Supported Hopital Psychiatrique de la Croix and RHUH with 28 units of oxygen related supplies for the 
ICU wards.  

• Deployed a total of 22 additional ICU beds to four governmental hospitals in Bekaa, Mount Lebanon and 

Nabatieh.  

• Supported the Syndicate of Social Workers with the deployment of eight social workers across Lebanon 

and online consultation (telemedicine) by 10 family medicine doctors to ensure health and protection 

information and support for vulnerable women and girls in the targeted municipalities and women and 

girls identified with COVID-19 quarantined at home and in isolation centres. A total of 117 women under 

quarantine at home or in isolation centres received health support and information related to COVID-19 

and IPC by social workers, 34 of whom were referred for telemedicine.   

Pillar 8 (Operational support and logistics): 

• The COVID Procurement Cell has finalized the expression on interest with local suppliers, and the 
invitation to bid is expected to be launched by end of March. 

• Initiated customs clearance follow-up, and a consolidated list of the shipments will be shared with the 
Prime Minister Office to ensure that the medical items will be exempted from customs, in accordance with 
the customs exemption law.  

• Joined efforts among the UN agencies to procure needed items and cold chain to support the COVID 
vaccination process.  

Pillar 10 (Vaccination)  

• Delivered the following items to the MoPH for COVID vaccination-personnel protection and the prevention 
of COVID-19 transmission during the vaccination campaign: 1,339 boxes of medical masks, 549 boxes of 
syringes, 176 safety boxes, 9,330 boxes of rubber gloves, and 398 fabric medical gowns.  

• Provided three new ultrafilter freezers for COVAX to store AstraZeneca vaccines in the MoPH warehouse 
before distributing them to the vaccination centres across Lebanon.   

• Supported seven hospitals, which are the MoPH designated COVID-19 vaccination sites, with 325,000 
units of syringes for vaccination activities. 

• To roll out the National Deployment and Vaccination Plan, additional support, specified in the link, needs 
to be provided to the MoPH. The discussion on possible support is ongoing between the MoPH and health 
partners.  

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1pw0Sn6oFZ4McF7N7txNm47VuJfDu5TBXGshfOKMkPcE/edit#gid=0
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Response per sector under Priority 4 

Food Security Sector  

• In response to the impact of COVID-19 and the economic crisis, 160,000 vulnerable Lebanese across the 
country was supported with food parcels In February. As movement restrictions continue to be lifted, it is 
planned to assist up to 50,000 Lebanese families with in-kind assistance in March. 

 


