
 

This report is prepared by OCHA, on behalf of and in collaboration with UN agencies and partners involved in COVID-19 response 
efforts in Lebanon. The report covers the period from 1-31 January 2021.  
 

Situation  
• In January, an additional 137,746 people were infected with 

the COVID-19, bringing the total number of reported cases since 
21 February 2020 to 301,052 (54 per cent male). Overall, 2,412 
healthcare workers have been infected (55 per cent female), 
mostly working in institutions dealing with the COVID-19 
response. Further, a total of 3,082 deaths were registered (38 per 
cent female). The average local test positivity rate in January 
was at 19.3 per cent, compared to 13.5 per cent for the second 
half of December 2020.  

• Lebanon is in phase four of the outbreak, where community 
transmission is well confirmed.   

• In January, 1,235 additional Palestine refugees were 
confirmed as positive with the COVID-19. A total of 4,849 
Palestine refugees, 2,555 (52.6 per cent) of whom are living in 
camps, have been confirmed as positive with the COVID-19, 
including 171 deaths, since 21 February. As of 31 January, 632 
people were in home-isolation, 93 in hospitals, and five in Sibline 
isolation centre. Further, as of 28 January, 2,662 Syrian 
refugees and 24 refugees of other nationalities have tested 
positive for the COVID-19, including 113 deaths. So far, 229 
cases have been detected in informal settlements, of whom 110 
have recovered.  

• On 5 January, the Government of Lebanon announced that Lebanon will enter into another lockdown 
starting 7 January until 1 February to stem the spread of the coronavirus. After Lebanon witnessed an increased 
number of infections following the holiday season, the Higher Defence Council announced on 11 January the 
State of Health Emergency with additional preventive measures imposed: the number of travellers at the Rafik 
Hariri International Airport is reduced by 20 per cent, compare to the number in December, with a PCR and 
quarantine requirement; the general curfew is imposed between 14 and 25 January; and all public institutions, 
municipalities, schools and public gardens are closed with some exceptions. The Humanitarian Coordinator to 
Lebanon continued to negotiate with the government on the exceptions for the implementation of critical 
humanitarian activities. On 21 January, the Lebanese Government extended the full lockdown decision until 8 
February.  
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CUMULATIVE KEY FIGURES (as of 31 
January)  

 

301,052 (137,746 new) 

confirmed cases 
(during the reporting period of 1-31 January) 

3,082 (1,547 new) deaths 

190,806 (62,847 new) 

recovered 

2,528,307 (593,675 new) 

PCR tests conducted*  
Sources: WHO/MoPH daily report on COVID-19 

*Lebanon National Operations Room daily report on COVID-19 

• A total of 11 community isolation sites were active as of 
January 31- Abbassiyeh (30 beds), Ain w Zain (18 beds),  
Fneidek Isolation Centre (47 beds), Lebanese Canadian 
Hospital (80 beds), Maad Isolation Centre (42 beds), Modern 
tourist village (60 beds), Mraijat Isolation Centre (20 beds),  
Mrayjeh Isolation Centre (114 beds), Qana Isolation Center (40 
beds), Tayouneh centre (58 beds), Wardanieh (29 beds), with 
101 beds occupied out of 538 available beds.   

• New outbreaks were reported in three additional elderly 
homes (Der Salib Elderly Home in Deir Kamar, Mission de Vie 
in Antelias, and Mission Foyer Saint- Pierre in Chahtoul) and two 
prisons (Qobbe Prison and Zgharta Prison).  In cooperation with 
the authorities, the UN and NGOs have supported these 
facilities to contain the outbreaks through dispatching 
registered nurses and procuring personal protective equipment 
(PPE). The isolation facilities in Mission de Vie elderly home and 
Zgharta Prison were deactivated, after the outbreak was 
contained.  

 
 

Source: Lebanon National Operations Room daily report 
on COVID-19 



 COVID-19 response – Lebanon bi-monthly situation report -|2 
 

United Nations  
 

 

 

 

 

Response per pillar under Priorities 1 and 2 

• As of January 31, the occupancy rate of COVID-19 intensive 
care unit (ICU) beds was 92.4 per cent (952 occupied beds out 
of a total of 1,030 dedicated ICU beds), with 538 additional ICU 
beds added in January. The UN and NGOs have continued 
supporting the Ministry of Public Health (MoPH) to increase the 
beds capacity, through providing additional ICU beds, 
equipment, and human resources support.  

Pillar 2 (Risk communication/community engagement):  

• Continued sharing COVID-19 awareness information (including YouTube videos on quarantine and 
abiding by the lockdown measures) with refugees through social media channels, such as WhatsApp, 
and four most popular refugee Facebook pages with over 340,000 followers.  

• Informed all refugees in Lebanon (including Syrian, Iraqi, Sudanese and other nationalities) through a 
bulk SMS about the new COVID-19 hotline (1787) that will be operational soon. 

• Conducted 41 health promotion sessions on COVID-19, reaching 1,402 participants from organizations 
working with people with special needs, and youth volunteering groups, and members of the crisis cells 
of the Disaster Risk Management unit in the villages and social workers. Main themes included COVID-
19 patients home care, monitoring vital signs mainly temperature and oxygen saturation, the usage of 
O2 generators at home, PPE and core messages on how to keep safe and address stigma.  

• Conducted 18 mental health education sessions in Beirut reaching 3,452 Lebanese women, as well as 
23 education sessions in Tyre reaching 320 beneficiaries including pregnant women, COVID-
19 patients and elderly.    

• Reached 3,125 Lebanese and Syrians with COVID-19 related awareness sessions on COVID-19 signs 
and symptoms, transmission and precautionary measures in Akkar, Baalbak, Keserwan, Saida and Zahle. 
Further, 15 personnel of a public school in Baalbak were reached through a session on back-to-school 
precautionary measures, while 48 people in Chouf were informed on management of bodies.   

• Distributed information, education and communications (IEC) materials in Jezzine district covering COVID-
19 related messages, including precautionary measures. Face masks, gloves, sanitizers and disinfection 
materials were distributed to vulnerable premises including a primary healthcare center in Tripoli, a Beirut 
prison, local authorities and vulnerable community members. 

• Reached 879 children through online platforms, of whom 57 completed e-learning platform modules, while 
822 children utilized web-games aimed at acquainting them with COVID-19 related knowledge. 

• Trained 58 community volunteers from South Governorate on the dissemination of back-to-business key 
messages with the lessening of lockdown measures.  

• Collected 547 rumors in January 2021 through social media listening activities across Facebook, 

Instagram, Twitter, and WhatsApp pages utilized by Syrian and Lebanese communities. The following 

three publications were disseminated to RCCE partners: 1) humanitarian bulletin analysing rumour data, 

as well as the most high-risk rumours; 2) community bulletin sharing fact-checked information and 

service options; and 3) media bulletin including tips and advice for journalists reporting on COVID-19 

(online link for the materials and a subscription link to receive February materials are available).  

• As part of the continued RCCE External Communications efforts to bring awareness of the seriousness 
of the virus as well as encourage the community to abide by safety precautions for their own safety and 
that of their loved ones, the “Time to abide” campaign was launched mid-January. This campaign called 
on individuals and sectors to strictly abide by the lockdown and preventive measures and being 
communicated through a video and a series of social media posts that include key messages and 
features popular local influencers to maximize reach. The hashtag of the campaign #TimeToAbide is 
being picked up by many celebrities, influencers, and journalists. 

• To emphasize the importance of abiding by the preventive measures, many material from the Rafiq 
Hariri University Hospital RCCE campaign were re-shared on social media and on television, in addition 
to the videos on preventive measures re-edited to include the new hotline 1787. All of these materials 
have reached approximately 84 per cent of Lebanon residents via television, ensuring engagement with 
people who do not have direct access to social media.    

• Conducted several focus group discussions and community engagement activities, reaching 1,832 
people in El Gharbi area. These sessions reinforced the importance of continuing effective awareness 
campaigns about COVID-19, disseminating reliable information through trusted sources in the 
community, and involving influential members of society in spreading the accurate messages about the 
COVID-19 vaccine. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=dpx1CI4gkUI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=klzqXyqDs70
https://internews.org/resource/rooted-trust-rumor-bulletins-lebanon
https://internews.org/resource/rooted-trust-rumor-bulletins-lebanon
https://bit.ly/3eh4cXO
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFLebanon/posts/3537526916345585
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFLebanon/posts/3555645041200439
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFLebanon/posts/3532479233517020
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFLebanon/posts/3532479233517020
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFLebanon/posts/3543193925778884
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• Recruited and trained 25 mobilizers across six localities in Saida to support rolling out of COVID-19 
awareness plan in the area, which in is being finalized with the concerned municipalities.  

• Disseminated 12,500 COVID-19 information flyers in Baalbak and Hermel, and Bekaa, to increase 
awareness and ensure that children are protected from virus spread and the transmission of diseases 
within households is contained and limited.  

• Provided prenatal and breastfeeding support to 214 Lebanese and 679 non-Lebanese, and reached 
another 778 Lebanese and 780 non-Lebanese with information on access to maternal, child and 
adolescent health services. 

• Conducted 142 awareness raising sessions on mental health and psychosocial support related to 
COVID19 at the community level, targeting 81 vulnerable Lebanese and 61 Syrian refugees across 
Lebanon.  

Pillar 3 (Surveillance): 

• Continued support to enhance genomic surveillance at national level: the epidemiological surveillance unit 
(ESU) at the MoPH submitted a concept note outlining the proposed methodology for genomic sequencing; 
and the pathogenomics laboratory of Lebanese American University, which was identified as a short-term 
reference laboratory, received influenza-like illness and COVID-19-like illness (CLI/ILI) samples for 
sequencing to detect possible circulation of COVID-19 variants.  

• Continued supporting the implementation of the national seroprevalence study to detect the infection rate 
of COVID-19 at population level in Lebanon. At design phase, representative samples are being selected 
across different national settings, including informal tented settlements, while a list of primary healthcare 
centres that are available to draw blood from participants is being finalized.  

• Continued supporting to enhance national clinical guidelines for hospitalized COVID-19 patients. After 
having set up a clinical database at the Rafiq Hariri University Hospital (RHUH) to monitor the conditions, 
clinical manifestations, and clinical outcomes of hospitalized patients, a concept note has been developed 
outlining a plan of analysis with deliverables that will inform guidelines at national level. 

• Conducting a series of modelling exercises to anticipate COVID-19 burdens on the population and national 
health system. The recent round of modelling informed the government on the epidemic consequences of 
three separate scenarios for the education sector: school closure; partial school opening; and full school 
opening.  

Pillar 4 (Points of entry):  

• Screened 30,761 individuals for COVID-19 at the Beirut Rafiq Hariri International Airport in January.   

• Screened and tested 13,029 travelers, including 1,351 children, at five border crossing points, out of which 
5,344 people went through the PCR tests. This bring a total of 210,908 individuals being screened at the 
border crossing points since March 2020.   

• Checked 786 children’s vaccination status together with the COVID-19 screening and provided them with 
missing measles and polio vaccines.  

Pillar 5 (National Lab):  

• Procured and delivered 20,000 reverse transcription-polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) tests to the 
Lebanese University and 30,000 ribonucleic acid extraction reactions to MoPH warehouse.  

• Upgraded the laboratory capacity at governmental hospitals through procurement and delivery of the 
following equipment to 11 governmental hospitals: one hemoglobin testing system; ten platelet agitators; 
and ten refrigerated centrifuge machines for blood units.  

Pillar 6 (Infection prevention and control (IPC)): 

• Procured the following PPE to be delivered to the MoPH for the COVID-19 vaccination activities: 1,339 

boxes of surgical masks, 9,330 boxes of large gloves, 30,398 large disposable gowns, 5,292 hand 

sanitizer, 5,292 bottles of alcohol, 30,398 disposable face shield, 2,205 biohazard plastic bags, 63 

thermometers, 1,859 boxes of surgical masks, 6,500 boxes of large gloves, 6,552 boxes of medium 

gloves, 42,305 large gowns, 549 boxes of syringes, 176 safety boxes, and 4,393 alcohol swaps. 

• Distributed 10,000 infection prevention and control (IPC) kits (face masks, hand gel, gloves and liquid 

soap) to vulnerable population, including 10,336 Lebanese, 1,938 Syrian refugee and 646 migrants. 

Further, 260 COVID-19 kits were distributed to vulnerable population in Beirut and Mount Lebanon.  

• Provided 83,162 PPE units to seven hospitals and one NGO in Beirut and Mount Lebanon, as well as 

the following items (34,500 surgical masks,150 bottles of hand sanitizers,135 bottles of rubbing alcohol, 

2,000 face masks and 120,000 gloves) to four hospitals in Beirut.  

• Procured and distributed the following items to primary healthcare centres in Beirut, Bekaa, Mount 

Lebanon, North and South: 50,000 surgical facemasks, 8,000 N95 masks, 24,000 bottles of hand gel, 

600,000 of gloves, 15,000 shoe covers, and 15,000 gowns.  
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• Procured and distributed the following items to 55 primary healthcare centres and six safe centres in 

Akkar Beirut, Bekaa, South and Tripoli: 1,256 bottles of bleach, 266 soap bottles,1,051 cleaning solution 

bottles, 179,030 cloth face masks, 256,450 surgical masks, 900 gowns, 1,000 bouffant caps, 1,800 shoe 

covers, 2,272 hand sanitizers, 1,167 rubbing alcohol bottles, 120,600 gloves,11,667 face masks,1,665 

paper rolls for examination tables, and 12 face shields.  

Pillar 7 (Case management): 

• An additional four ICU beds in Halba Governmental Hospital and six ICU beds in Baabda Governmental 

Hospital became operational as part of phase 2 of the UN’s hospital expansion plans.  

• As part of phase 3 of the hospital expansion plans, ten additional ICU beds were deployed at RHUH and 

became operational.  

• Procured 200 oxygen concentrators, 40 of which were delivered to the Lebanese Red Cross and four to 

the Psychiatric Hospital of the Cross, with the remaining quantity under process to respond to immediate 

needs. 

• Procured 38 high flow nasal cannula, 170 infusion pumps, 352 syringe smart pumps, 85 feeding pumps, 

seven video laryngoscopes, seven portable video flexible bronchoscope for adult, and 14 portable 

capnograph to support ICU wards in one governmental hospital.  

• Procured and delivered six fully equipped ICU beds and five fully equipped regular beds to establish a 

COVID ward dedicated for prisoners at Dahr el Bashek governmental hospital. 

• One additional private university hospital joined the hospital twinning programme, bringing the total 

number of university hospitals supporting public hospitals to seven. So far, four twinning pairs of 

university and public hospitals have ongoing activities mainly focused on common clinical rounds, 

practical trainings in ventilatory settings, introduction of inhalation therapists, and creating and modifying 

clinical protocols; two pairs conducting the assessment; and one pair is on hold due to administrative 

reasons. Further, data collection on quality indicators regarding COVID-ICU care has started to be in all 

involved public hospitals. 

• Conducted 16 virtual training sessions (with continuing medical education credits), targeting health care 

providers, including doctors, midwives, nurses, and social workers, working in primary health centres 

across Lebanon. Further, the Lebanese Society of Obstetrics and Gynaecology conducted four onsite 

trainings on COVID-19 and pregnancy in governmental hospitals in Beirut, Bekaa, Mount Lebanon, 

North, and South.  

• Supported seven hospitals and one NGO in Beirut and Mount Lebanon with 403 units of oxygen related 

supplies.   

• Three additional level 3 facilities – Arab Salim Centre in Nabatieh (30 beds capacity), Dalia Company in 

Baalbak (12 beds capacity), and Lebanese Canadian Hospital in Sin El Fil (115 beds capacity) — 

became ready to receive people who have the COVID-19 and need to be isolated.  

Pillar 8 (Operational support and logistics): 

• The evaluation committee for the expression of interest has finalized the evaluation of suppliers, and the 
invitation to bids was drafted to be launched at the end of February. 

• Continued advocating for exemptions/waivers and facilitation of clearance formalities regarding COVID 
shipments, including equipment, PPE, and medical supplies.  

 
 

Response per sector under Priority 4 

Food Security Sector  

• Delays in getting permissions by the national authorities to operate during the lockdown prevented the 
distribution of assistance to vulnerable households affected by the economic and COVID-19 crisis in 
January. In February, it is planned to reach 48,000 Lebanese households, or 95 percent of the planned 
caseload, with in-kind assistance.  

 


