
 

This report is prepared by OCHA, on behalf of and in collaboration with UN agencies and partners involved in COVID-19 response 
efforts in Lebanon. The report covers the period from 24 June to 7 July 2020.  
 

Situation  
• During the reporting period from 24 June to 7 July, an additional 285 

people have been confirmed as infected with the COVID-19. This 
brings the total number of reported cases since 21 February 2020 
to 1,907, of whom 57 per cent are male and 43 per cent female (as of 
7 July 2020). This includes 93 healthcare workers, of which 56 workers 
(60 per cent) are female, mostly working in institutions dealing with the 
COVID-19 response, and 36 deaths, of which 25 (70 per cent) are 
male. So far, about 32 per cent of confirmed cases were among 
returned expatriates, while 68 per cent are local residents. 
Further, a total of 107 chains of transmission has been detected 
so far, of which five are active.  

• Confirmed cases have been traced with limited local transmission and 
Lebanon is still in phase 3 of the COVID-19 outbreak.  

• Two additional Palestine refugees living in Shatila refugee camp 
were confirmed COVID-19 positive and transferred to Sibline 
isolation centre for monitoring and recovering, while two family 
members who have been in close contact with the patients are 
quarantined in the centre.  A total of 17 Palestine refugees have 
been confirmed as positive with COVID-19 since 21 February. 
Further, 117 Syrian refugees living in urban areas have tested 
positive for COVID-19, including one death, with no infections to 
date in informal settlements.   

• On 30 June, the government extended the national state of ‘general 
mobilization’ against coronavirus by another one month until 2 August for the seventh time, while lifting the curfew 
from midnight to 05.00. On 1 July, Beirut Rafic Hariri International Airport re-opened for commercial flights 
beginning July 1, with 10 per cent of air traffic capacity in comparison to a year ago (2,000 passengers daily).  

 

Highlights 
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CUMULATIVE KEY FIGURES (as of 
7 July) 

1,907 (285 new) 

confirmed cases 
(during the reporting period of 24June-7July) 

36 (4 new) deaths 

1,348 (250 new) 

recovered* 

153,566 (35,472 new) 

PCR tests conducted** 
Sources: WHO/MoPH daily report on COVID-19 

*reported figures by hospitals; this might underestimate 
the true number of recoveries in self-isolation. 

**Lebanon National Operations Room daily report on 
COVID-19 

• Among the 38 isolation centres approved by the government, 
five centres (349 bed capacity) - Koura Residence in the 
North, Makassed School in Majdal Anjar, Roumieh Central 
Prison, Sibline, and Tal Hayat in Akkar - are operational, 
and 16 others (915 beds capacity) are still under preparation.   

• In cooperation with the UN, the Ministry of Public Health (MoPH) 
is carrying out random polymerase chain reaction (PCR) testing 
of 4,000 people (both refugees and non-refugees) in Palestine 
refugee camps in an effort to ascertain the nationwide spread 
of COVID-19. During the reporting period, about 1,000 
samples (an average of 50-120 tests per camp) have been 
taken. Additionally, a PCR testing campaign for Syrian 
refugees living in overcrowded settings (informal 
settlements and collective shelters) was completed with a 
total of 3,599 samples collected across the country, and all 
test results have been negative. 

• Procurement of the first batch of food parcels was finalized 
and dispatched to warehouses, while the UN is targeting the 
most vulnerable households per district, based on information 
on referrals of Lebanese households affected by the economic 
and COVID-19 crises from local institutions. The distribution of 
in-kind food parcels to 50,000 Lebanese households is 
scheduled to start in the week of 20 July for a duration of six 
months.   
 

Source: WHO/MoPH Daily Report on COVID-19 
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Response per pillar 

• Given the economic situation, the Government delayed its 
financial contribution to non-communicable disease and acute 
medications (about 40 per cent of the required funding). Further, 
the stock of medication is rapidly exhausted, and around 
US$11 million gap is anticipated in 2021.  

• The COVID-19 and economic crisis are negatively affecting 
hospital care. Most hospitals cut down their bed capacity by at 
least 40 per cent and face shortages of medical supplies due to 
restrictions in foreign currency. Further, more than 850 nurses 
have already lost jobs since October 2019.  

• Increased power cuts are negatively impacting some 
hospitals’ operations, including Rafiq Hariri University 
Hospital (RHUH) that closed down some departments and 
operation rooms due to the shortage in electricity supply. 

Pillar 1 (Coordination, planning and monitoring):  

• Coordination meetings with all relevant stakeholders are being held in all governorates (except Beirut and 
Nabatiyeh) to advance and support the isolation centres approved by the Government. A detailed 
overview has been established of the progress, including status and gaps of each centre to ensure a 
standardized support. 

Pillar 2 (Risk communication/community engagement):  

• Partners of the RCCE external communication taskforce (including representatives from the MoPH, 
Ministry of Information, Disaster Risk Management (DRM) unit, UN agencies and civil society 
organisations (CSOs) launched a campaign on 7 July to bring COVID-19 awareness back to people’s 
minds and call on individuals, and all sectors to continue abiding by the preventive measures.   

• Launched an anti-stigmatization campaign led by the MoPH’s National Mental Health Programme with 
UN and CSOs on 24 June, reaching a million people with anti-discrimination messaging and promoting 
solidarity with those affected by COVID-19. 

• In cooperation with UN partners, the Ministry of Information has launched a website that registers fake 
news and provides facts against the myths or misleading information to ensure sustainability of addressing 
fake news on any topics, including the way the virus spread, after the COVID-19 crisis. Further, a total of 
12 journalists from the National News Agency were trained by Associated Press journalists on how to 
identify and counter fake news.     

• Shared 11 weekly social media listening reports with over 25 RCCE partners since early March to monitor 
the impact of the public conversation around COVID-19 and identify rumors to be addressed. 

• Conducted 36 back-to-business trainings, reaching 395 people in Akkar, Beirut, Mount Lebanon, and 
South governorates. Participants included hair salon owners and employees, members of Syndicate of 
the public car drivers in the south, fishermen, and store owners. 

• Conducted 36 trainings on COVID-19 public awareness, reaching 659 people in Akkar and North 
governorates.  

• Conducted eight COVID-19 public awareness sessions to 117 participants including army personnel, 
NGO staff, and victims of landmines in Chehabiyeh, Tyre district of South governorate.  

• Conducted remote awareness and outreach sessions on social media, reaching 2,845 beneficiaries on 
reproductive health. 

• Implemented peer-to-peer awareness sessions at the community-level to promote access to sexual and 
reproductive health, and gender-based violence (GBV) services, reaching 1,971 people with relevant 
information.   

• Developed and disseminated IEC materials around COVID-19 and older adults electronically through 
social media platforms on the occasion of the World Elder Abuse Awareness Day (WEAAD).  

• Trained 15 local youths from Ras el Nabeh on interpersonal communication focusing on addressing 
stigma. The youths designed an action plan for community outreach and social cohesion to migrant 
workers, and held meetings with community influencers such as to mukhtars to further reach out to migrant 
workers.  
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Pillar 3 (Surveillance): 

• Developed a plan for increasing the capacity of the MoPH for contact tracing, focusing on human resource 
capacity for MoPH at peripheral areas and decentralizing contact tracing. The funding for this activity is 
already secured. 

Pillar 4 (Points of entry)  

• Screened 1,975 individuals including 118 children for COVID-19 at the five border crossing points and 
provided them with guidance on infection prevention and home isolation. 

• Printed 20,000 copies of the COVID-19 flyers and delivered them to the airport and border crossing 
points.   

Pillar 5 (National Lab):  

• Assessed ten public hospitals for their laboratory capacity and initiated the medical laboratory equipment 
procurement process.  

• Additional laboratories were added to the list of labs validated by the government to perform RT-PCR 
testing. There are currently 48 laboratories (nine governmental hospitals laboratories and 39 private 
laboratories) conducting the PCR test across the country. 

• Delivered four PCR machines delivered to four designated governmental hospitals: Dahr el Bashek, 
Marjayoun, Nabatieh, and Sibline governmental hospitals.  

Pillar 6 (Infection prevention and control (IPC)): 

• Procured PPE and IPC supplies to 51 supported primary health care centres and dispensaries, as the 
third batch of support since the start of the pandemic. The donation includes 1,594 bottles of hand sanitizer 
(1litre), 580 bottles of 70 per cent alcohol (500ml), 1,775 boxes of nonsterile examination gloves, 3,664 
boxes of disposable surgical masks, 680 bottles of bleach (1litre), 130 gallons of soap (5 litre), 550 bottles 
of cleaning solution (1litre), 6,300 N95 masks, 8,750 disposable gowns, 9,270 bouffant headcap, 9,540 
shoe-covers, 325 goggles, and 1,020 examination paper rolls.  

• Procured IPC materials for NGO front-liners, including 15 frontal thermometers, 31 bottles of hand wash 
solution, 50 (10 x 100) head covers, 30 (10 x 100) shoe-covers, 20 plastic goggles, 1,500 facemasks, four 
bags of 100 single-use gown, 100 bottles of hand sanitizing gel. 

• Procured 8,000 goggles and 4,900 gowns and delivered them to the MoPH to be distributed to designated 
hospitals.  

Pillar 7 (Case management): 

• Establishing three isolation sites that are open to all population groups (Abdul Aziz in Akkar, Al Hayat 
Health Centre in Bekaa and Dalia Company in Baalbek-Hermel).  

• Delivered 52 patient beds and furniture, as well as six ICU beds and ventilators, to Halba governmental 
hospital, and 43 patient beds and furniture to Tripoli governmental hospital (total planned capacity for 
phase 1 is 285 patient beds and 39 ICU beds).  

• Delivered and installed five mobile X-Rays in Baalbak, Hermel, Quarantina, Sibline, and Tyre 
governmental hospitals.   

• The UN and partners continue to provide GBV and reproductive health (RH) services as well as outreach 
and awareness, reaching 615 beneficiaries under RH services between 14-29 June.  

• Conducted risk assessment and joint visits to Roumieh Central Prison with the Ministry of Interior and 
Municipalities (MoIM), UN and partners, in close coordination with the MoPH. SOPs on quarantine and 
isolation in prison were developed. Further, nurses for isolation site were recruited and trained on the 
SOPs and IPC, which was also joined by the Internal Security Forces site manager. A decision was taken 
to quarantine all new inmates before admitting them to prison premises, while suspected cases among 
Roumieh Central Prison inmates will be isolated in Building G of the prison, which was designated as 
isolation sites, until PCR test results come out.  

• Conducted a training on quarantine centre guidelines for 18 staff in Laat quarantine centre in Baalbek.   

• Delivered municipal response and action plan training (training on establishing response committees, 
assigning roles and responsibilities, mobilizing resources and linking municipalities with other 
governmental institutions to respond to the COVID-19), as well as training on quarantine guidelines 
( including description of quarantine types and criteria, roles and responsibilities of different governmental 
entities, and guidelines on follow up and support for quarantined individuals) to seven members of the 
Beddawi municipality in the North governorate.   

Pillar 8 (Operational support and logistics):  

• A UN flight took place between Sharjah-Beirut-Cairo on 1 July and transported 11 UN and INGO staff.  

• All information related to procurement process through UN agencies and INGOs can now be found on 
the Consolidated COVID-19 Supply Plan platform.  

https://unicef-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/rsaffideen_unicef_org/EcfurCoa2QpHv4bF5006SVMBhXX3-_KAYumAls_XG3CIFQ?e=fqaQZ9

