
 

This report is prepared by OCHA, on behalf of and in collaboration with UN agencies and partners involved in COVID-19 response 
efforts in Lebanon. The report covers the period from 13 to 26 May 2020.  
 

Situation  
• An additional 270 people have been confirmed as infected with 

the COVID-19 during the reporting period from 13 to 26 May. This 
brings the total number of reported cases to 1,140, of whom 59 
per cent are male and 41 per cent female since 21 February 2020 
(as of 26 May 2020). This includes 68 healthcare workers mostly 
working in institutions dealing with the COVID-19 response, and 26 
deaths, of which 21 (over 80 per cent) are male. Lebanon witnessed 
an increase in number of reported cases in May. This could be due 
to the expansion in the national testing strategy, and the increase in 
testing and detection capacity. Further, around 35 per cent of 
confirmed cases were repatriated Lebanese.  

• An estimated 9,520 Lebanese expatriates stranded abroad returned 
to Lebanon in the third phase of repatriation between 14 to 24 May. Of 
those tested in the airport, 69 people were positive.  

• Confirmed cases have been traced with limited local transmission and 
Lebanon is still in phase 3 of the COVID-19 outbreak.  

• Three Palestine refugees living in Saida were confirmed as 
positive with COVID-19 on 21 May and are currently under home 
isolation, bringing the number of infected Palestine refugees to 
ten. All previously confirmed COVID-19 cases in Wavel camp have 
now recovered. Further, there are 15 confirmed cases of COVID-19 
among Syrian refugees in Majdal Anjar, Bekaa governorate, who 
live outside informal settlements and are currently under home 
isolation. A Syrian refugee living in northern Lebanon who was confirmed as infected in mid-April is now fully 
recovered. Additionally, 74 Bangladeshi and Syrian migrant workers living in two buildings in Beirut were 
tested positive, 42 of whom are symptomatic and are receiving treatment in Rafiq Hariri University Hospital 
(RHUH), while the others are under home isolation in Ras El Nabeh. Further, 83 migrants living in the same 
buildings, who tested negative, are quarantined in two designated hotels (as quarantine sites) in Beirut.  

• On 22 May, the Cabinet extended the national lockdown until 7 June for the fifth time, with the curfew 
remaining at 19.00-05.00. After a four-day full lockdown that ended on 18 May, the Government decided to 
partially re-open the country with public, industrial and commercial institutions, as well as associations and 
restaurants, open during approved working hours based on the five-phase plan endorsed by the cabinet on 24 
April.  
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CUMULATIVE KEY FIGURES (as of 
26 May) 

1,140 (270 new) 

confirmed cases 
(during the reporting period of 13 to 26 May) 

26 (0 new) deaths 

689 (455 new) 

recovered* 

64,343 (19,612 new) 

PCR tests conducted** 
Sources: WHO/MoPH daily report on COVID-19 

*reported figures by hospitals; this might underestimate 
the true number of recoveries in self-isolation. 

**Lebanon National Operations Room daily report on 
COVID-19 

• With the support of the UN and its partners, the Ministry of 
Public Health (MoPH) continued to conduct massive 
testing. The automatic extractor machine for polymerase chain 
reaction (PCR) testing in RHUH is now operationalized and has 
increased the hospital’s testing capacity to 800 tests per day, 
and 55,000 tests were provided to the MoPH and RHUH, on top 
of 14,000 tests procured in March (the target is 100,000 tests).  

• After the cluster of cases among migrant workers was 
confirmed in Ras El Nabeh, the UN and its partners are 
providing support to the affected migrant community, 
including disinfecting various entities, including buildings and 
shops in the neighbourhood, conducting awareness sessions, 
and providing guidance and equipment, as well as WASH and 
health support to migrants who tested negative and are 
currently under quarantine in two designated hotels in Beirut.  

• In addition to the national rapid response team (RRT) led by the 
MoPH, the UN established and trained RRT teams to 
response to detected clusters of COVID-19, specifically in 
informal settlements and collective shelters.  

Source: WHO/MoPH Daily Report onCOVID-19 
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Response per pillar 

• The COVID-19 related lockdown and implementation of 
restrictive measures is further straining already dire socio-
economic conditions. The UN is currently procuring in-kind 
food parcels to be distributed to 50,000 Lebanese families 
as part of its emergency food assistance, which should be 
available for distribution in June.  

• In preparation of returning to workplaces, the UN and its 
partners are conducting awareness sessions on 
precautionary measure at workplace to ensure a safe return 
to the office. 

Pillar 1 (Coordination, planning and monitoring):  

• Continued to support the Disaster Risk Management (DRM) unit in working with Ministry of Public Works 
on measures for the gradual re-opening of the civil works and transport sector.  

• Continued to engage with the Government on how to best support and manage the operationalization of 
the quarantine and isolation centres, respectively. This includes defining the governance structure of the 
centres and the criteria for UN support.  

• Facilitated strategic roundtable on migrant issues with the Ministry of Labour, Ministry of Interior and 
Municipalities, and General Security Directorate, relevant embassies, and civil-society organization to 
mobilize responses to migrants’ health and protection needs under COVID-19.  

• Continued working to strengthen measures to prevent and respond to sexual exploitation and abuse of 
vulnerable people. Some activities include developing guidance on strengthening Protection against 
Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (PSEA) in the current context for the use of actors across the response, 
delivering online awareness sessions or refresher trainings on PSEA for personnel and partners, 
producing visibility materials, and raising awareness on PSEA with affected communities.  

Pillar 2 (Risk communication/community engagement):  

• Launched ‘U-Report Lebanon’, a community participation tool for young people. Through a free and 
anonymous mobile app, ‘U-Report’ aims to promote exchange and youth engagement on issues of their 
concern and amplify their voices. In collaboration with “Kifak/Kifik Bil Corona”, a mental health campaign, 
‘U-Report’ will send a poll question every week during the one-month campaign and share the results 
within five to ten days.  

• Disseminated messages on safety around the use of swimming pools given the easing of restrictions, 
reaching 1.5 million people with a video.   

• Hold several consultations on how to best ensure field involvement and coordination for Risk 
Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE) under the RCCE Pillar, linking it with the Inter-
Agency.  

• Supported the DRM and the Lebanese Red Cross in delivering a presentation on the municipal guidelines 
at the technical cell meeting in Bekaa governorate.   

• Delivered awareness sessions on COVID-19 (infection, prevention and control, recalling the core 
messages, personal protective equipment (PPE), and quarantine and confinement) to 168 participants 
including WASH sector partners, a medical team from Beirut municipality, and primary healthcare centres 
(PHCs) from Chiyah and Chouifat municipalities.  

• Shared key messages and disinfection guidance with the Embassies of Bangladesh and Ethiopia in their 
respective languages, including Bengali and Amharic, for wide dissemination among the migrant 
population.  

• Trained local youth in community outreach to promote social cohesion in Ras El Nabeh, and distributed 
cloth masks and leaflets for residents. Delivered 11 public awareness sessions on COVID-19 signs and 
symptoms, preventive and precautionary measures and associated psychological elements, reaching 177 
participants.  

• Conducted 71 back-to-business awareness sessions on the necessary knowledge to monitor the 
compliance with the required precautionary measures at workplaces, targeting 882 municipal personnel. 
Further, various entities, including businesses and enterprises, were targeted to highlight the best 
practices to be adopted at workplaces to halt the transmission of COVID-19 and ensure the safety of 
employees and customers. 

• Trained 393 university students on back-to-business intervention, specifically on the audit visits to monitor 
compliance with precautionary measures at workplaces, in collaboration with the Ministry of Labour.  
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• Delivered 172 trainings on municipal response and action plan to municipalities and unions of 
municipalities, where local authorities and local institutions were trained on establishing response 
committees, assigning roles and responsibilities, mobilizing resources and linking municipalities with other 
governmental institutions to respond to the COVID-19.  

• Conducted 174 trainings on quarantine guidelines, reaching 1,808 participants. The objective was to train 
municipalities and quarantine centres on home and community quarantine types and criteria, roles and 
responsibilities of different governmental entities, and guidelines on follow up and support for quarantined 
individuals.  

• Reached 821 people through web-based children-focused games, providing children with relevant and 
age-appropriate information on COVID-19. 

• Disinfected buildings, retail shops and cars in Ras El Nabeh area, as well as vulnerable households in 
Akkar governorate.   

• Distributed 3,490 information, education and communication (IEC) materials, including posters, booklets 
and flyers, highlighting COVID-19 signs and symptoms, precautionary measures and behaviors to adopt, 
such as proper hand washing. These materials were distributed to Ras El Nabeh area, Saida municipality 
and Zahrani municipality.  

• Distributed 12,209 PPE, hygiene and disinfection materials and equipment to various stakeholders and 
entities, including university students who have volunteered in the back-to-business intervention, the 
Lebanese Armed Forces, National Council for Scientific Research, Internal Security Forces (ISF), Mount 
Lebanon governorate, the Ministry of Public Health and quarantine centres. 

• Reached 12,931 caregivers with awareness messages on COVID-19. 126  pregnant and lactating women 
received one-on-one consultations on infant and young child-feeding practices and COVID-19, and 65 
individuals were referred to access essential maternal, newborn, child and adolescent health services at 
primary health care centers. 

• Reached 8,360 people via social media with an animation video on nutrition in the context of COVID-19. 

Pillar 3 (Surveillance): 

• Provided 20,000 swabs and viral transport medium (VTM) to the MoPH with additional quantities expected 
in the coming weeks.  

• Finalized sampling frame for testing at Syrian refugees’ informal settlements and collective shelters by the 
MoPH and planned to start testing on 28 May, followed by the general information campaign that 
commenced on 19 May. The Rapid Response Team (RRT) partners, through community structures, will 
be communicating in advance the dates and times of testing in each selected location. 

• The RRT has been trained by the MoPH team on throat swab sampling techniques.  

• Targeted cluster testing replaced the previous convenience testing methodology, which will improve 
detection capacity, particularly of asymptomatic cases.  

Pillar 4 (Points of entry)  

• Trained 384 General Security Directorate officers at the airport on COVID-19 awareness and prevention.  

• Masnaa crossing border point was exclusively open on the night of 13 May for Lebanese citizens returning 
from Jordan. Similarly, Aboudiyeh and Masnaa border crossing points were open on 19 and 21 May for 
Lebanese families returning from Syria. All of the 546 repatriates, including 184 children, were screened 
with PCR testing. 

• Screened 741 people passing through the border crossing points for trade purposes and provided them 
with educational messages on COVID-19 prevention and home isolation.   

• Dispatched PPE, including 200 boxes of gloves, 300 protective goggles, 1,640 medical gowns, 1,538 
N95 masks, 208 boxes of surgical masks, 10 infrared thermometers, 570 bars of soap, 17 bottles of 
bleach and 700 bottles of hand sanitizers to the border crossing points’ medical teams to support and 
protect the medical team providing health services for around three months, as well as dispatching 60 
boxes of gloves, 225 protective goggles, 217 medical gowns, 250 N95 masks, 300 surgical masks, 10 
infra-red thermometers and 750 bottles of hand sanitizers to the airport medical teams, which covers 
PPE needs for around 50 days. 

• Procured 3500 surgical masks, 50 N95 masks, 40 coveralls, 30 gowns, 20 face shields, 7000 gloves, 
three non-contact thermometer, 76 hand sanitizer gel bottles, and four sensor-based hand sanitizer 
machines to the General Security Directorate staff at airport. 

• Procured 62 N95 masks, 2400 surgical masks, 23 coveralls, 220 gowns, 15 face shields, 25 boxes of 
gloves, three non-contact thermometers, 56 hand sanitizer gel bottles, and four sensor-based hand 
sanitizer machines to General Security Directorate staff at Aboudiyeh and Masnaa border cossing 
points.  

Pillar 5 (National Lab):  

• Assessing ten designated public hospitals’ laboratories for their capacity to perform microbiology,  
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chemistry, and PCR techniques for patients with COVID-19 who are admitted to intensive care units. 

• Provided 55,000 tests to the MoPH and RHUH, on top of 14,000 tests procured in March (the target is 
100,000 tests). 

• Operationalized the automatic extractor machine for PCR testing in RHUH to reach a testing capacity of 
800 tests per day. 

Pillar 6 (Infection prevention and control (IPC)): 

• Distributed 223 COVID-19 kits containing liquid soap, soap bar, tissue boxes, bleach, floor cleaning 
detergent to both vulnerable Lebanese and Syrian refugees, as well as distributing an additional 8,000 
COVID-19 kits to Lebanese and Syrian people with disabilities. The support covers both rural and urban 
areas of five governorates.  

• Distributed sanitary kits to women and girls from vulnerable households in Arsal and north Bekaa, reaching 
11,204 beneficiaries so far, with the target to reach a total of 20,000 women and girls of reproductive age 
by the end of May.   

• Distributed 157 disinfection kits in response to the cluster of COVID-19 cases in Ras El Nabeh, including 
a one-pager guidance in Bengali, to migrant workers in two isolated buildings. Refilled 45 water tanks 
(2000 litres each) to ensure access to safe water, inspected its sanitation system to ensure safe disposal 
of waste water, and ensured solid waste collection in collaboration with the ISF.  

• Provided PPE and eight disinfection kits to nurses monitoring the migrant workers who tested negative 
and are temporarily quarantined in the hotels.  

• Procured 80 N95 masks, 1,300 surgical masks, 26 coveralls, 17 tyvek coveralls, 70 gowns, 14 face 
shields, 3,700 gloves, four non-contact thermometers, 115 hand sanitizer bottles, nine surface 
disinfectants, one nebulizer machine with disinfectants, 300 head covers, 92 shoe covers, two antiseptic 
sprays, five digital thermometers, two glucometer machines, two digital blood pressure machines, two 
pulse oximeters, one sphygmomanometer, nine alcohol pads boxes, and two medical escort bags to the 
medical staff at the two hotels designated as quarantine sites for migrant workers.  

• Conducted a vulnerability assessment of cluster of cases that tested positive in Majdal Anjar and 
distributed five IPC kits to the most vulnerable.  

• Developed a guidance note on Safe Distributions for Reducing Protection Risks in in-kind distributions 
with inputs from/consultation with the Protection Sector, PSEA Network, and concerned UN agencies, 
which was disseminated to different actors. This document provides guidance on how partners can 
mainstream protection, specifically gender-based violence and PSEA into distributions. Considering the 
importance of preventing contagion of COVID-19 during protection sensitive distributions, additional 
health recommendations are included as per WHO guidelines.  

Pillar 7 (Case management): 

• Published the reference manual for Setting up and Managing Quarantine Centres in Arabic and English. 

• Trained 48 PHC staff on updated case management protocol, PPE, and IPC by field medical advisors.  

• Assessed and medically cleared 64 Nigerian migrant workers for their fitness to fly, along with providing 
them with PPE prior to their flight and after arrival in home country. 57 Nigerian migrant workers departed 
on 23 May.  

• Provided direct support to 1,564 national hotlines for emotional support and suicide prevention, and the 
Embrace Lifeline. An estimated 25 per cent of their calls in April were linked to the COVID-19. 

• Preparing four isolation centres - the WASH facilities and staff recruitment have been completed for the 
Tal Hayat isolation centre in the North, which will be ready to receive patients at the beginning of June. 
Further, preparation, assessment, and construction are being continued for the three other centres. 

• In close coordination with UN agencies, the Lebanese Red Cross, the Embassy of Bangladesh, 
Government of Lebanon, and an NGO, assistance was provided to migrant workers currently under 
quarantine in two hotels (food, WASH supplies, PPEs, health screening support). 83 migrants tested 
negative were screened and admitted to the hotels and 8 nurses were deployed to the quarantine sites 
for health supervision.  

• Conducted training on PSEA for 130 care providers, including social workers and outreach workers.  

• Provided guidance to ensure standards are in place for appropriate and safe care in isolation centres, 
prevent separation of children from their families, and ensure they receive medical care if needed. Child-
friendly and gender sensitive supplies for children and women will be provided in isolation centres.   

Pillar 8 (Operational support and logistics):  

• Drafting a joint procurement strategy for COVID-19 supplies with the aim of: 1) consolidating joint needs 
of UN agencies and NGOs for PPE and medical supplies in Lebanon in order to provide a coordinated, 
unified response to the crisis; 2) establishing long-term agreements with reliable suppliers in Lebanon and 
the region; and, 3) identifying pre-qualified suppliers for each COVID-19 procurement category. 


