
 

This report is prepared by OCHA, on behalf of and in collaboration with UN agencies and partners involved in COVID-19 response 
efforts in Lebanon. The report covers the period from 25 November to 8 December 2020.  
 

Situation  
• Between 25 November and 8 December, an additional 20,471 

people were infected with the COVID-19, bringing the total 
number of reported cases since 21 February 2020 to 114,658 (54 
per cent male). Overall, 1,806 healthcare workers have been 
infected (55 per cent female), mostly working in institutions 
dealing with the COVID-19 response. Further, a total of 1,116 
deaths were registered (35 per cent female). The average local 
test positivity rate during the reporting period was at 14.6 
per cent, while the positivity including testing at points of entry 
was 13.3 per cent.  

• Lebanon is in phase four of the outbreak, where community 
transmission is observed.  

• During the reporting period, 313 additional Palestine refugees 
were confirmed as positive with the COVID-19. A total of 
3,186 Palestine refugees, 1,687 (53 per cent) of whom are living 
in camps, have been confirmed as positive with the COVID-
19, including 122 deaths, since 21 February. As of 8 December, 
304 people were in home-isolation, 42 in hospitals, and six in 
Sibline isolation centre. Since the beginning of the outbreak, 
2,030 Syrian refugees and 16 refugees of other nationalities 
have tested positive for the COVID-19, including 1,529 
recoveries and 68 deaths, with an increase of 175 cases 
during the reporting period. So far, 140 cases have been 
detected in informal settlements, of whom 53 have recovered.  

• On 29 November, the Ministry of Interior and Municipalities (MoIM) issued another circular on amendment 
of preventive measures and procedures, ending the two-week lockdown started on 14 November; industrial 
and commercial institutions allowed to operate with some conditions stipulated in the circular; bars, coffee shops 
and night clubs remained closed, and any events and gatherings prohibited; and the curfew imposed between 
23.00- 05.00. The circular, which was initially effective for a week from 30 November, was extended for another 
week until 14 December.  
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114,658 (20,471 new) 

confirmed cases 
(during the reporting period of 25 November- 8 
December) 

1,116 (186 new) deaths 

93,100 (22,644 new) 

recovered 

1,572,684 (129,946 new) 

PCR tests conducted*  
Sources: WHO/MoPH daily report on COVID-19 

*Lebanon National Operations Room daily report on COVID-19 

• A total of twelve community isolation sites - Abbassiyeh (30 
beds),  Ain w Zain (18 beds), Al Aziz (40 beds), Ayha (48 beds), 
Lebanese Canadian Hospital (80 beds), Maad Isolation Centre 
(42 beds), Mraijat Isolation Centre (20 beds), Qana Isolation 
centre (40 beds), Quality Inn Maarad (101 beds), Tayouneh 
centre (58 beds), Tal Hayat Mokayteh (50 beds),  Wardanieh (29 
beds) - were active during the last two weeks, with 102 beds 
occupied  out of 556 available beds, as of 24 November. 

• New outbreaks were reported in three elderly homes (Dar Al 
Rahma, Jezzine Elderly Home and Notre Dame Des Douleurs). 
In cooperation with the authorities, the UN and NGOs have 
supported these three facilities to contain the outbreaks 
through dispatching registered nurses and procuring personal 
protective equipment (PPE). Further, the outbreaks in Jbeil 
Prison and Shilfa Mental Health Institution ended, while support 
in Roumieh Central Prison and Zahleh Central Prison continued.  

• On December 8, the occupancy rate of COVID-19 intensive 
care unit (ICU) beds was 83 per cent (382 occupied beds out 
of a total of 464 dedicated ICU beds). 

Source: Lebanon National Operations Room daily report 
on COVID-19 
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Response per pillar under Priorities 1 and 2 

Pillar 2 (Risk communication/community engagement):  

• Conducted trainings on mental health coping strategies addressing fears and misconceptions regarding 
the COVID-19 for 30 medical and non-medical staff from five hospitals (Baabda, Daher El Bashek, Ftouh, 
Kesrwan and Saida).  

• Conducted trainings to the security team members of Saida Hospital to address their challenges in 
implementing adequate precautionary measures to maintain the safety of the hospital, as well as 
addressing their misconceptions and misinformation to decrease their level of fear and anxiety. 

• Reached 6,058 people (4,462 children enrolled in remote non-formal education programs and 1,596 
caregivers) with COVID-19 preventive measures, including providing guidance to families regarding 
support services and answers to questions and concerns as needed.  

• Conducted  COVID-19 related awareness sessions, reaching 5,618 people in Jazzine, Saida and Zgharta: 
5,571 people reached through COVID-19 public awareness sessions entailing general awareness of 
COVID-19 signs and symptoms, transmission modes and precautionary measures to be adopted; four 
people reached through back-to-business awareness sessions; and 43 people reached through the dead 
body management awareness aiming at acquainting relevant personnel with the required knowledge.  

• Reached 38 children through web games aiming at acquainting children with COVID-19 related 
knowledge, and additional six children completed the e-learning platform modules and received a 
certificate.  

• Conducted a municipal response and action plan training in Baalback for three municipal personnel to 
equip them with the knowledge to develop and execute local response plans. 

• Conducted trainings on quarantine guidelines for three people from the local authorities in Baalback,  

• Distributed 3,520 information, education and communication (IEC) materials, shedding light on COVID-
19 related messages, such as precautionary measures to be adopted, to various premises including local 
authorities, governmental institutions and functional corporates.  

• A total of 600 beneficiaries were reached through the provision of required support for relevant entities to 
properly apply the precautionary measures to halt the viral transmission at testing sites in addition to the 
dissemination of COVID-19 key messages to community members in Hermel. 

• Preparing for the launch of Campaign Two—a new external communications campaign on COVID19— in 
January through the collection of information from several COVID19 perception surveys established.  

• The MoPH activated weekly meetings of technical group four of the COVID-19 vaccine national plan, 
which UN agencies are part of. This group aims to develop a crisis communications plan to address fake 
news and rumours on vaccines, as well as supporting the spread of informative messaging. 

• Disseminated videos stressing the need to take precautions against COVID-19 during the holiday 
season through social media.  

• Conducted a training on implementation of COVID-19 measures at the workplace to 88 staff from different 
organizations who provide specialized services to children with disabilities.  

• RCCE in Beirut and Mount Lebanon is mobilizing around 15 different local community groups focusing on 
tension reduction and peace building to reach people with COVID-19 messages.  

• Provided prenatal and breastfeeding support to 104 Lebanese and 616 non-Lebanese.  

• Reached 1,317 Lebanese and 1,105 non-Lebanese with improved access to maternal, child and 
adolescent health services. 

• Received 34 calls seeking advice regarding the reproductive health and COVID-19 topics on the hotline 
established by the Lebanese Order of Midwives.  

• In partnership with the national task force on COVID-19 and pregnancy, conducted two webinars on 
reproductive health and pregnancy targeting around 200 health care service providers and outreach 
workers. 

• Conducted about 200 sessions on reproductive health, COVID-19 and pregnancy targeting around 2,000 
vulnerable women, men and adolescent girls (Syrian refugees and Lebanese) in the Bekaa, North and 
South governorates. Further, 250 Syrian refugees and Lebanese received one-to-one counselling 
sessions on reproductive health, COVID-19 through mobile medical units in Bekaa and the North.  

• Conducted 719 awareness sessions about COVID-19 infection and protection measures, as well as use 
of PPE, targeting 5,479 Syrian refugees living in Akkar, Saida Tripoli, and Tyre.  

Pillar 3 (Surveillance): 

• Under the integrated influenza-like illness (ILI) and COVID-19-like illness (CLI) sentinel surveillance: three  
trainings were conducted targeting 23 primary health care centres across Lebanon, where a total of 53 
staff were trained on identification of patients with ILI/CLI case definition, case investigation and specimen 
sampling and referral; a training was conducted targeting eight staff from the MoPH epidemiological 
surveillance unit in Akkar and the North to follow up on ILI/CLI sentinel surveillance; and assessed 18 
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medical centres and launched the integrated ILI/CLI in 12 additional primary health care centres across 
Lebanon.   

Pillar 4 (Points of entry):  

• Screened 7,721 individuals, including 754 children, for COVID-19 at five border crossing points, of which 
3,818 people, including 476 children, went through PCR tests.  

• Checked 291 children’s vaccination status together with the COVID-19 screening and provided them with 
missing measles and polio vaccines.  

• Screened and tested 14,522 travelers at the Beirut Rafiq Hariri International Airport and provided them 
with guidance on COVID-19 prevention and home isolation.   

Pillar 5 (National Lab):  

• Procured and delivered 40,000 reverse transcription-polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) tests and 

28,000 ribonucleic acid extraction reactions to the Ministry of Public Health (MoPH) warehouse.  

• Upgraded the laboratory capacity at governmental hospitals through procurement and delivery of seven 

PCR machines (thermal cyclers) to Baabda, Hasbaya, Karantina, Mais El Jabal, Miniyeh Sir Dinniyye, 

governmental hospitals, as well as the laboratory at the Lebanese University in Hadath.  

Pillar 6 (Infection prevention and control (IPC)): 

• Procured and distributed 4,200 hygiene kits to 4,200 vulnerable elderly living in Beirut, Bekaa, Mount 

Lebanon, and the South. The kit contains detergent, bleach, hand sanitizers, alcohol spray, liquid hand 

soap, surface mops, and floor mops. 

• Distributed 3,874 infection prevention and control (IPC) kits to vulnerable families with at least one 

positive case who is home isolated, as well as 1,543 disinfection kits to families sharing facilities with an 

affected family member or sharing an overcrowded building. 

Pillar 7 (Case management): 

• Inaugurated nine additional ICU beds at Rafik Hariri University Hospital as part of phase two of hospital 

expansion plans. This brings the total number of added ICU beds ready for use to 37 across Lebanon. 

• The Jihad Sports Centre in Mreijeh in Mount Lebanon governorate is now ready to receive cases for 

isolation with a total capacity of 115 beds.  

• Recruited and deployed ten registered nurses and two nurse supervisors to newly activated community 

isolation centres (Mraijat Isolation Centre and Maad Isolation Centre), bringing the total number of 

nurses and supervisors currently deployed in community isolation centres to 52. 

• Recruited and deployed 21 registered nurses, 28 practical nurses and three nurse supervisors to newly 

activated isolation sites at three specialized facilities (Dar Al Rahma, Jezzine Elderly Home and Notre 

Dame Des Douleurs Elderly Home), bringing the total number of nurses currently deployed in 

specialized facilities to 68. 

• With support from the UN, the Lebanese Order of Midwives provided information on COVID-19 and 

pregnancy, including for IPC measures, as well as on family planning to 14 pregnant women with 

COVID-19 and admitted to 14 governmental hospitals during the reporting period. Further, about 1,850 

women and girls of reproductive age received through one-to-one counselling sessions on reproductive 

health and family planning, and with COVID-19 related information.  

• During the reporting period, 45 women and girls identified with COVID-19 (34 isolated at home and 11 at 
isolation centres) received support/information; 13 remote awareness sessions on reproductive health 
were conducted by physicians in targeted communities across Lebanon where a network of social workers 
is coordinating with local communities and municipalities for awareness raising; 9,586 people reached 
through remote awareness-raising sessions on reproductive health and COVID-19 by physicians and, 
19,707 reached through online awareness information on reproductive health and COVID-19 via  social 
media platforms of 13 municipalities.  

Pillar 8 (Operational support and logistics): 

• Formed the evaluation committee for expression of interest, which is composed of the members from 
agencies and NGOs, to evaluate the suppliers that submitted the expression of interest to be included in 
the final invitation to bids, for consolidated procurement plan of COVID-19 items. 

• The UN and NGOs coordinated with the MoPH to procure the PPE, hospital equipment and other 
COVID-19 items for the governmental hospitals, as per the list of needs and gaps.   

 


