
 

This report is prepared by OCHA, on behalf of and in collaboration with UN agencies and partners involved in COVID-19 response 
efforts in Lebanon. The report covers the period from 28 October to 10 November 2020.  
 

Situation  
• Between 28 October and 10 November, an additional 23,004 

people were infected with the COVID-19, bringing the total 
number of reported cases since 21 February 2020 to 98,829 (55 
per cent male). Overall, there have been 1,532 healthcare 
workers infected, mostly working in institutions dealing with the 
COVID-19 response. Further, a total 763 deaths were registered 
(33.1 per cent female). The percentage of the confirmed cases 
reported among residents remains at 97 per cent. The average 
test positivity rate during the reporting period was at 14.5 
per cent.   

• Lebanon is in phase four of the outbreak, where wider 
community transmission is observed.  

• During the reporting period, 475 additional Palestine refugees 
were confirmed as positive with COVID-19. A total of 2,465 
Palestine refugees, 1,267 (51 per cent) of whom are living in 
camps, have been confirmed as positive with COVID-19, 
including 79 deaths, since 21 February. As of 10 November, 
385 people were in home-isolation, 45 in hospitals, and nine in 
Sibline isolation centre. Since the beginning of the outbreak, 
1,548 Syrian refugees and 16 refugees of other nationalities 
have tested positive for COVID-19, leading to 33 deaths, with 
an increase of 238 cases during the reporting period. So far, 
51 cases have been detected in informal settlements, of whom 
20 have recovered.  

• On 10 November, the President and the caretaker Prime Minister approved the two-week total lockdown 
starting on Saturday 14 November to stem the spread of the COVID-19. All public institutions and 
administrations, municipalities, universities and schools will close, with some exceptions, including diplomatic 
communities and NGOs working in the health and food sectors. This will be later approved by the caretaker 
government, with more details.  

Highlights 
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CUMULATIVE KEY FIGURES (as of 10 
November)  

 

98,829 (23,004 new) 

confirmed cases 
(during the reporting period of 28 October to 10 
November) 

763 (161 new) deaths 

54,869 (15,746 new) 

recovered 

1,289,140 (178,405 new) 

PCR tests conducted*  
Sources: WHO/MoPH daily report on COVID-19 

*Lebanon National Operations Room daily report on COVID-19 

• A total of ten community isolation sites - Abbassiyeh (30 
beds),  Ain w Zain (18 beds), Al Aziz (40 beds), Ayha (48 beds), 
Lebanese Canadian Hospital (80 beds), Qana Isolation centre 
(40 beds), Quality Inn Maarad (101 beds), Tayouneh centre (58 
beds), Tal Hayat Mokayteh (50 beds),  Wardanieh (29 beds) - 
were active during the last two weeks, with 86 beds 
occupied  out of 494 available beds, as of 10 November. 

• A new outbreak was reported in Shlifa mental health facility 
for women, with 35 positive cases out of 75 residences, as well 
as five cases among health care workers. In cooperation with the 
authorities, the UN and NGOs provided support to contain 
the ongoing outbreaks, including dispatching 28 nurses, 
subcontracting infectious disease specialists, and providing 
awareness sessions on COVID-19, and delivering capacity 
building and training for medical staff, at Shlifa mental health 
facility, as well as Batroun Prison (deactivated on 9 November), 
Roumieh Central Prison (37 active cases), Zahleh Central Prison 
(five active cases), where outbreaks were previously reported 
and now contained.  

• As of 10 November, the occupancy rate of intensive care unit 
(ICU) bed capacity dedicated for COVID-19 (364 beds) was 
85.2 per cent (310 beds). Source: Lebanon National Operations Room daily report 

on COVID-19 
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Response per pillar under Priorities 1 and 2 

Pillar 2 (Risk communication/community engagement):  

• Continued to share awareness-raising videos, including messages from Rafik Hariri University Hospital 
(RHUH) Director and coronavirus team staff, on social media platforms, reaching an estimated three 
million people since the launch of the campaign on 7 October.   

• Launched a package of five animated videos to promote preventive measures in schools on 30 October 
and disseminated on TV national stations and social media platforms. 

• Created a package contextualized for migrant workers, including a booklet, five flyers and five posters, in 
nine languages, to provide reliable information about protection, hygiene practices and stress. A total of 
4,300 copies will be distributed in isolation centres, healthcare and psychosocial support centres, and 
municipalities. 

• Reached 256 people through 15 COVID-19 health promotion interventions with a focus on: promoting 
mental health of public hospital nurses and paramedical staff; promoting COVID-19 preventive measures 
in schools and at home with parents; and, promoting the role of municipalities and youth in encouraging 
non-compliant residents to continue with preventive measures. 

• Conducted a training of trainers on providing appropriate COVID-19 information, which was attended by 
51 field workers and volunteers from 30 organizations working in Ain el Hilweh and Mieh Mieh Palestine 
refugee camps in Saida and its suburbs.  

• Provided prenatal and breastfeeding support to 144 Lebanese and 413 non-Lebanese.  

• Reached 655 Lebanese and 733 non-Lebanese with improved access to maternal, child and adolescent 
health services.  

• Reached 32 females through online case management, as well as 120 females and 60 males through 
psychosocial support and stress anger management sessions. Further, 720 females and 510 males 
benefited from gender-based violence (GBV) outreach and awareness on COVID-19. 

Pillar 3 (Surveillance): 

• Recruited 12 additional staff (six staff for contact-tracing and six as data operators) as part of the plan to 
upgrade the human resources capacities of the epidemiological surveillance unit (ESU) at the Ministry of 
Public Heath (MoPH) and the ESU COVID-19 call centre. 

Pillar 4 (Points of entry):  

• Screened 7,126 individuals, including 771 children, for COVID-19 at five border crossing points, of which 
3,670 people, including 487 children, went through PCR tests. The total number of people screened at 
five border crossing points since March 2020 is 170,664 individuals.  

• Checked 362 children’s vaccination status and provided them with missing measles and polio vaccines.  

• Screened and tested 14,344 travelers at the Beirut Rafiq Hariri International Airport and provided them 
with guidance on COVID-19 prevention and home isolation.   

Pillar 5 (National Lab):  

• Procured and delivered 25,000 reverse transcription-polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) tests and 
40,000 ribonucleic acid extraction reactions to the MoPH warehouse and RHUH.   

• Procured and delivered 68,500 units of swabs and viral transport medium to be delivered the MoPH to 
facilitate specimen collection for subsequent COVID-19 RT-PCR testing.  

Pillar 6 (Infection prevention and control (IPC)): 

• Produced 2,500 fabric masks and distributed to children in Beirut, including street children.  

• Distributed 967 IPC kits and 245 disinfection kits to vulnerable families with at least one positive COVID-
19 case who is in home isolation, bringing the total distributed to the vulnerable families so far to 2,680 
IPC kits and 1,696 disinfection kits. Further, additional 5,000 IPC kits and 20,500 disinfection kits, which 
will be distributed to the vulnerable families with positive cases, were procured.  

Pillar 7 (Case management): 

• The Syndicate of Social Workers identified and provided support and information on COVID-19 to 18 
women and girls isolated at home and four women and girls isolated at isolation centres. Among the 22 
women and girls, 20 were referred and received health services through telemedicine. 

• Continued monitoring pregnant women with COVID-19 and providing information on COVID-19 to infected 
pregnant women admitted to the 14 governmental hospitals. The network of midwives is providing 
information on COVID-19 and pregnancy, including for IPC measures, as well as on family planning. About 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/uy4zziw8cn1dp4a/AADgYo9owTEbGx009sEtXYjBa/Videos-Safe%20Return%20to%20School%20Campaign?dl=0&subfolder_nav_tracking=1
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ynqdeon7liex56i/AADvSoy0O-sgirY_j-7sLUsqa?dl=0
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842 women and girls of reproductive age received through one-to-one counselling sessions on 
reproductive health and family planning, and with COVID-19 related information. 

• Strengthened COVID-19 ICU and regular beds capacity of nine governmental hospitals (Baabda, Baalbek, 
Bouar, Halba, Jezzine, Machghara, Nabatiye, Tripoli, Zahle) through recruitment of 28 new nurses to 
support COVID-19 wards, bringing the total number of nurses currently deployed to 86 at regular wards 
and 168 at ICU wards. 

• Recruited and deployed four new registered nurses and one nurse supervisor to newly activated 
community isolation centres, bringing the total number of registered nurses and supervisors currently 
deployed to 60 and 14, respectively. 

• Launched a twinning project between 11 public hospitals and six university hospitals (five private as well 
as RHUH). Through this project, public hospitals’ ICU teams will receive direct coaching and exchange of 
knowledge and expertise from private hospitals to acquire advanced skills and competencies for COVID-
19 case management in ICU. Ahead of the launch, a UN agency conducted visits to eight public hospitals 
to assess the situation in ICU. As part of the project, doctors from public hospitals participated in weekly 
clinical rounds via webinar. Further, the pilot phase started between Hotel Dieu and Nabatieh public 
hospital.  

• Supported the development of a minimum requirement list regarding equipment for COVID-19 ICU.  

Pillar 8 (Operational support and logistics):  

• The link for the shared platform is updated and shared with the public, which enables users to see a 
summary of all procured items by each agency.  

• UN agencies and NGOs continued supporting MoPH hospitals, dispensaries and primary health care 
centres with required PPEs and medical equipment (details are being updated to the above-mentioned 
shared platform). 

• Representatives from the MoPH have joined the bi-weekly pillar 8 meeting to facilitate support to the 
government. 

 

https://unicef-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/rsaffideen_unicef_org/EX09T5NApHJLtJIpErkaO4sBY-rdWLfePCmalZ-jq2AC-g?rtime=Be0HUbqH2Eg

