
 

This report is prepared by OCHA, on behalf of and in collaboration with UN agencies and partners involved in COVID-19 response 
efforts in Lebanon. The report covers the period from 30 September to 13 October 2020.  
 

Situation  
• Between 30 September and 13 October, an additional 17,626 

people were infected with the COVID-19, bringing the total 
number of reported cases since 21 February 2020 to 55,869, of 
whom 57 per cent are male. Overall, there have been 1,253 
healthcare workers infected, mostly working in institutions 
dealing with the COVID-19 response. Further, a total 479 deaths 
were registered, 32 per cent of which are female. About 97 per 
cent of confirmed cases were recorded among residents. The 
average test positivity rate during the reporting period was 
at 10.8 per cent.   

• Lebanon is in phase four of the outbreak, where wider 
community transmission is observed.  

• During the reporting period, 576 additional Palestine refugees 
were confirmed as positive with COVID-19. A total of 1,572 
Palestine refugees, 811 (52 per cent) of whom are living in 
camps, have been confirmed as positive with COVID-19, 
including 43 deaths, since 21 February. As of 13 October, 
among 1,572 positive cases, 321 people were in home-isolation, 
28 in hospitals, and two in Sibline isolation centre. Since the 
beginning of the outbreak, 1,116 Syrian refugees and 15 
refugees of other nationalities have tested positive for 
COVID-19, leading to 23 deaths, with an increase of 215 
cases during the reporting period. So far, 25 cases have been 
detected in informal settlements, of whom five have recovered.  

• On 2 October, the Government of Lebanon announced the complete lockdown of more than 110 villages 
due to the COVID-19 outbreak, starting on 4 October for a week, while the general curfew remained at 01.00-
06.00. On 11 October, another decision was made to renew the complete lockdown of more than 160 villages 
and close pubs, bars and night clubs starting on 12 October. Wearing masks is obligatory for everyone upon any 
movements.  
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CUMULATIVE KEY FIGURES (as of 13 
October)  

 

55,869 (17,626 new) 

confirmed cases 
(during the reporting period of 30 September- 13 
October) 

479 (132 new) deaths 

24,581 (7,012 new) 

recovered 

946,185 (176,361 new) 

PCR tests conducted*  
Sources: WHO/MoPH daily report on COVID-19 

*Lebanon National Operations Room daily report on COVID-19 

• A total of ten isolation sites -  Abbassiyeh (30 beds), Ain w 
Zain (18 beds), Al Aziz (28-beds), Ayha (24 beds), Lebanese 
Canadian Hospital (80 beds), Quality Inn Maarad (101 beds),  
Sibline Medical centre (48 beds),  Tal Hayat Mokayteh (50 beds), 
Tayouneh centre (58 beds), and Wardanieh (29 beds) were 
active during the last two weeks with 111 beds occupied. 

• In cooperation with the authorities, the UN and NGOs provided 
support to contain the outbreaks at Hopital Psychiatrique De la 
Croix, Roumieh Central Prison, Saydeh Elderly Home and 
Zahleh Prison, where outbreaks were previously reported and 
now contained. 

• As of 13 October, the intensive care unit (ICU) bed capacity 
dedicated for COVID-19 was 72 per cent occupied (263 beds). 

Source: Lebanon National Operations Room daily report 
on COVID-19 
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United Nations  
 

Response per pillar under Priorities 1 and 2 

Pillar 1 (Coordination, planning and monitoring):  

• Developed coordination mechanism between the epidemiological surveillance unit (ESU) at the Ministry 
of Public Heath (MoPH), Lebanese Red Cross (LRC), and regional Disaster Risk Management (DRM) 
unit for contact tracing.  

Pillar 2 (Risk communication/community engagement):  

• Provided online gender-based violence (GBV) and psychosocial support to 196 women and girls, of which 

43 were referred to specialized services, including reproductive health services. Further, 785 females and 

males have been reached through outreach sessions on GBV, reproductive health and COVID-19. 

• In partnership with Saida Municipality, Saida Governmental Hospital and UK emergency medical teams, 

a public hearing on the topic related to the COVID-19, including the health effects of the COVID-19, socio-

economic impacts and social behavioural and habitual change, was held. More than 85 participants 

attended the public hearing from community mobilisers, including a parliament member, the head of Saida 

Government Hospital, Saida NGOs’ network, community-based organizations, health workers and 

security officials.  

• Design and implement tailored RCCE plans, targeting residents from all nationalities. This includes rolling 

out of a RCCE campaign that reached 2,272 individuals, including 441 households and 98 business 

representatives in Qsar Naba municipality, where the increased positive cases were detected. All 

households were provided with masks and brochures. The campaigns include regular door-to-door 

campaigns, intervention in large factories, and outreach to religious leaders.  

• Printed and distributed 189,625 posters pertaining to different infection prevention and control (IPC) topics 

to the 185 public and private hospitals all over Lebanon.   

• Provided prenatal and breastfeeding support to 433 Lebanese and 905 non-Lebanese. Further, 222 

Lebanese and 955 non-Lebanese were reached with improved access to maternal, child and adolescent 

health services.  

• Conducted a webinar on COVID-19 and reproductive health, including pregnancy, family planning to 12 

NGO partners who are providing sexual and reproductive health services in the areas affected by the 

Beirut Post explosion. This was attended by 42 health service providers, including midwives, nurses, 

general practitioners, gynecologists as well as health educators.  

Pillar 3 (Surveillance): 

• Conducted massive testing campaigns for contacts of positive cases in locked-down towns, in cooperation 
with all caza physicians.  

• Procured and delivered 3,500 units of swabs and viral transport medium to the MoPH to facilitate 
specimen collection for subsequent COVID-19 reverse transcription-polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) 
testing. 

Pillar 4 (Points of entry)  

• Screened and tested 2,207 people, including 170 children, and 2,627 people, including 377 children for 
COVID-19 at three border crossing points in Akkar and the Masnaa Border crossing point in Bekaa, 
respectively, and provided them with guidance on prevention and home isolation.  

• Screened and tested 12,388 travellers at the Beirut Rafiq Hariri International Airport and provided them 
with guidance on COVID-19 prevention and home isolation. 

• Trained 390 officers from General Security Directorate on COVID-10 awareness and preventive behaviors 
at border crossing points, the airport and Tripoli Port.  

• Provided 11,000 fabric masks to those who returned to Lebanon at the border crossing points. 

• Provided essential supplies to prevent COVID-19 transmission to health staff at border crossing points. 
This includes 30 bottles of bleach, 620 boxes of gloves, 600 goggles, 3,000 disposable medical gowns, 
1,500 bottles of hand sanitizers, 2,500 N95 masks, 500 boxes of medical masks, four infrared 
thermometers and 3,020 surgical head covers.  

• Checked the vaccination status of more than 2,500 children and vaccinated 1,554 children against 
measles and polio at border crossing points.  

Pillar 5 (National Lab):  

• Procured and delivered 12,500 ribonucleic acid (RNA) extraction reactions for COVID-19 to the MoPH 
warehouse, with additional RT-PCR testing and RNA extraction kits being in the pipeline.  
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United Nations  
 

 
 
 

 
 

Response per sector under Priority 4 

 

Pillar 6 (Infection prevention and control (IPC)): 

• Supported the development of IPC policies and procedures in the Hopital Psychiatrique De la Croix, as 
well as training staff on IPC. 

• Trained 189 social workers, frontline health workers, disability focal points, child protection and GBV case 
managers on COVID-19 preventive behaviours, home isolation and rational and safe use of personal 
protective equipment (PPE). 

• Distributed 5,940 fabric masks to 2,970 girls and boys at risk of abuse or exploitation, as well as girls and 
women at risk of or survivors of GBV. Further, 4,060 fabric masks were distributed to 2,030 female and 
male caregivers of low, medium and high-risk children. 

• Procured 5,000 IPC kits, 20,500 disinfection kits, and distributed 1,296 IPC kits and 1,389 disinfection kits 
so far, including 658 IPC kits and 315 disinfection kits during the reporting period. The kits will be provided 
to vulnerable families with at least one positive COVID-19 case who is home isolated or vulnerable families 
sharing an overcrowded building.  

Pillar 7 (Case management): 

• Continued supporting the deployment of nurses to Roumieh Central Prison and Zahle Prison, where the 
outbreak was previously reported. The teams of nurses have been following up on inmates and providing 
them with information on COVID-19. As of 13 September, 80 inmates in Roumieh and 58 in Zahle are 
being followed up.  

• Deployed a team of nurses to Saydeh elderly home in Antalies to follow up on COVID-19 positive cases. 
The outbreak is being controlled with ten patients being in COVID-19 positive status. 

• Assisted migrant workers from Sierra Leone and Nigeria by conducting health assessment and PCR tests, 
as well as supporting tickets booking. 

• Recruited 40 registered nurses and 12 practical nurses on full-time basis, as well as 27 registered nurses 
and five practical nurses on part-time basis to support the COVID-19 ICU at four public hospitals (Bwar, 
Halba, Nabatiyeh and Tripoli). 

• Continued to support deployment of nurses to active isolation sites; 55 registered nurses, nine nurse 
supervisors and six nurse aids were deployed to active community isolation sites and three specialized 
facilities. 

Pillar 8 (Operational support and logistics):  

• The COVID Procurement Cell (CPC) issued the expression of interests for local suppliers with a deadline 
on 13 October 2020, with 98 suppliers expressed their interests so far. At a later stage, a tender will be 
launched for the establishment of a long-term agreement for one year. The respective agency shall issue 
a purchase order with needed quantity, every time a delivery is needed.  

• Initiated the procurement of PPEs and rapid diagnostic tests for Lebanon through the global COVID-19 
supply portal.  

Food Security Sector  

• Prioritized assistance in eight governorates and 32 districts to reach 50,000 most vulnerable Lebanese 
families affected by COVID-19 and the economic crisis for six months. In line with this response, 4,235 
people were assisted with distribution of food parcels in September. The in-kind assistance is delivered 
as family food ration designed to provide around 70 per cent of the total individual energy requirement 
(1,540 kcal per day) for a family of five on a monthly basis.  

• Developed a self-referral tool enabling individuals to register on the platform, which allows a UN agency 
and its partners to further verify their vulnerability and include them into the in-kind assistance programme, 
with an aim to increase its outreach and identify vulnerable population in need of food assistance.  

• Developed COVID-19 in-kind distribution guidelines, including restricting the number of people (to less 
than 50 people) per site and sending SMS sensitization in respect to COVID-19 recommendations, to 
reinforce the COVID-19 measures during the distribution.  

Education Sector 

• Completed a four-week accelerated catch-up programme designed to help approximately 24,000 

Palestine refugee students review materials from 2019/20 schoolyear, which was significantly interrupted 

due to the COVID-19 outbreak.  

https://covid19partnersplatform.who.int/
https://covid19partnersplatform.who.int/

