
 

This report is prepared by OCHA, on behalf of and in collaboration with UN agencies and partners involved in COVID-19 response 
efforts in Lebanon. The report covers the period from 16-29 September 2020.  
 

Situation  
• Between 16 and 29 September, an additional 12,280 people 

were infected with the COVID-19, bringing the total number of 
reported cases since 21 February 2020 to 38,363, of whom 60 
per cent are male. Overall, there have been 1,029 healthcare 
workers infected, mostly working in institutions dealing with the 
COVID-19 response. Further, a total 361 deaths were registered, 
29 per cent of which are female. About 96 per cent of confirmed 
cases were recorded among residents. The average test 
positivity rate during the reporting period was at 8.1 per cent.   

• Lebanon is in phase four of the outbreak, where wider 
community transmission is observed.  

• During the reporting period, 342 additional Palestine refugees 
were confirmed as positive with COVID-19. A total of 996 
Palestine refugees, 502 (50 per cent) of whom are living in 
camps, have been confirmed as positive with COVID-19, 
including 24 deaths, since 21 February. As of 28 September, 
among 996 positive cases, 321 people were in home-isolation, 
27 in hospitals, and five in Sibline isolation centre. Since the 
beginning of the outbreak, 901 Syrian refugees and 15 
refugees of other nationalities have tested positive for 
COVID-19, leading to 15 deaths, with an increase of 174 
cases during the reporting period. So far, ten cases have been 
detected in five informal settlements, of whom four have recovered.  

• On 18 September, the Government of Lebanon further eased the lockdown measures; cinema houses, 
theatres, amusement parks and indoor children playgrounds reopened with a maximum capacity of 50 per cent, 
while the curfew remained at 01:00-06:00.   
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CUMULATIVE KEY FIGURES (as of 29 
September)  

 

38,363 (12,280 new) 

confirmed cases 
(during the reporting period of 16-29 September) 

361 (102 new) deaths 

17,110 (7,476 new) 

recovered 

785,703 (135,396 new) 

PCR tests conducted*  
Sources: WHO/MoPH daily report on COVID-19 

*Lebanon National Operations Room daily report on COVID-19 

• A total of eight isolation sites- Ahyaa centre (48 beds), Al 
Aziz Fneidek isolation centre (47 beds), Lebanese Canadian 
Hospital (80 beds), Maarad Facility (101 beds), Sibline Medical 
centre (48 beds), Tal Hayat Mokayteh (50 beds), Tayyouneh 
centre (30 beds), Wardanieh ( 29 beds), were active during 
the last two weeks with 81 beds occupied.  Koura 
residence and Majdal Anjar centre have been closed down. 

• Outbreaks in Saydeh Elderly Home and Zahleh Prison were 
reported. In cooperation with the authorities, the UN and NGOs 
provided support to contain the outbreak. Further support to 
Hopital Psychiatrique De la Croix and Roumieh Central Prison, 
where outbreaks were previously reported, continued. 

• To assist 50,000 most vulnerable Lebanese families affected by 
COVID-19 and the economic crisis for six months, 3,070 food 
parcels were distributed in September, reaching estimated 
15,000 households so far. There has been a discussion on the 
possibility of switching the modality to cash-based transfers for 
the last three months, considering the availability of food in the 
market and according to preference of beneficiaries.   

• The provision of cash assistance (112,000LBP) for Palestine 
refugees and other individuals eligible for UNRWA support 
was completed in September.   

 
Source: Lebanon National Operations Room daily report 
on COVID-19 
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Response per pillar 

Pillar 1 (Coordination, planning and monitoring):  

• Supported the Disaster Risk Management (DRM) unit for developing an interactive online dashboard, the 
"Covid-19 hospitals' occupancies dashboard", which is being updated on a daily basis.  

Pillar 2 (Risk communication/community engagement):  

• The external communication taskforce reviewed the key messages and communication assets, and 

updated a multimedia package to adapt to a new scenario taking into account of the economic crisis and 

Beirut Port explosions. The multimedia package is being disseminated through partners’ digital platforms 

and media. 

• According to TV-reach reports, 42.3 per cent of the population was reached with COVID-19 messaging 

between 9 and 15 September through national TV stations.   

• The Ministry of Information launched an app for the fact-checking website “Fact Check Lebanon”, in 

partnership with UN agencies as part of an action plan to counter fake news and misinformation. 

• Delivered 19 COVID-19 awareness sessions to 566 participants in different areas of work. The sessions 

included: 1) safe return to work during the COVID-19 outbreak and interpersonal communication skills for 

the officers from the General Security Directorate; 2) COVID-19 and disability for organizations working 

with people with disabilities; 3) open discussions with focus on preventive measures and best practices 

for UN staff; 4) basic core messages around isolation and usage of personal preventive equipment (PPE) 

for NGOs; and, 5) back-to-school sessions to schools.  

• Provided pre-natal and breastfeeding support for 612 Lebanese and 707 non-Lebanese, and improved 

accesss to maternal, child and adolescent health services for 479 Lebanese and 668 non-Lebanese.  

• Provided posters and information, education and communication (IEC) material pertaining to different 

infection prevention and control (IPC) topics to emergency medical teams (EMTs).  

• Conducted awareness sessions on COVID-19 prevention to 145 officers from the General Security 

Directorate at the airport.  

Pillar 3 (Surveillance): 

• Procured 25,000 units of swabs and viral transport medium (VTMs) to the epidemiological surveillance 
unit (ESU) at the Ministry of Public Heath (MoPH) to facilitate specimen collection for subsequent COVID-
19 reverse transcription-polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) testing.  

• Procured IT equipment, including 16 desktops with backup UPS, one laptop, six printers, one scanner 
and two shredders, to support the development of a military healthcare COVID-19 response unit at the 
Military Hospital– a new unit for surveillance and contact investigation of COVID-19 cases among 
Lebanese Army Forces.  

Pillar 4 (Points of entry)  

• Screened and tested 2,291 people, including 212 children, and 4,322 people, including 697 for COVID-
19 at three border crossing points in Akkar and the Masnaa Border crossing point in Bekaa, respectively, 
and provided them with guidance on prevention and home isolation.  

• Screened and tested 21,893 travellers at the Beirut Rafiq Hariri International Airport and provided them 
with guidance on COVID-19 prevention and home isolation. 

Pillar 5 (National Lab):  

• Procured and delivered 17,500 RT-PCR tests for COVID-19 with needed reagents to the MoPH 
warehouse, with additional testing and ribonucleic acid (RNA) extraction kits being in the pipeline.  

• Procured and delivered 18 biological safety cabinets to reinforce implementation of biosafety measures 
and upgrade the testing capacity of ten designated public laboratories, in addition to the central laboratory 
at the Rafic Hariri University Hospital (RHUH). 

Pillar 6 (Infection prevention and control (IPC)): 

• Distributed PPE, including surgical masks, face shields, medical gowns, head covers, shoe covers, gloves 
and sanitizers, to 64 health staff in Hopital de La Croix Isolation centre and five health staff in Saydeh 
Elderly Home isolation centre for two weeks. 

• Provided WASH support and distributed PPE and IPC kits to ten isolation sites, benefiting 420 patients.  

• Provided 10,000 PPE, including gowns, gloves, face shields, and surgical masks, to the Ministry of Social 
Affairs (MoSA), which is then being distributed to 18 nursing homes. 

• Procured 5,000 IPC kits, including PPE, soap bars and disinfection, 638 of which was distributed to 
vulnerable families (an estimated 3,190 people) in different regions in Lebanon. 

https://gisleb.cnrs.edu.lb/portal/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/34b32db8030d4f229fc5db9ab686cca9
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/c8prp4negm3qwlx/AADQwwhTBRyujuhnKFii_hWta/COVID-19%20External%20Communication%20Task%20Force/Phase%2004%20Campaigns/Campaign%201?dl=0&subfolder_nav_tracking=1
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• Procured 20,500 disinfection kits, 1,074 of which was distributed to the families sharing facilities with 
another family affected by the COVID-19 or sharing overcrowded buildings (an estimated 5.370 people). 

• Conducted a training of trainers for the Internal Security Forces staff working in Roumieh Central Prison 
on personal hygiene and infection prevention measures at the different levels of interaction with inmates, 
visitors. 

Pillar 7 (Case management): 

• Supported strengthening the operational bed capacity to 197 regular beds in five public hospitals and 16 
intensive care unit (ICU) beds including medical equipment in three hospitals.  

• Provided online gender-based violence (GBV) case management and psychosocial support to 196 women 
and girls, 43 of whom were referred to specialized services, including reproductive health services, 
through a GBV and reproductive health integrated approach. Further, 785 females and males have been 
reached through outreach sessions on GBV, reproductive health, and COVID-19.  

• Two EMTs provided training and coaching to staff in six governmental hospitals to increase the capacity 
of COVID-19 case management and to improve IPC compliance.  

• Continued to support deployment of nurses to active isolation sites; a total of 36 registered nurses, seven 
nurse supervisors and four nurse aid were dispatched to active community isolation sites (Fneidek, 
Lebanese Canadian Hospital, Maarad Facility, Tayouneh centre, Wardanieh)  and specialized  facilities 
(Dar El Riaya, La Croix Hospital, Roumieh Central Prison and Saydeh Elderly Home).  

• Continued to support the Roumieh Central Prison isolation site. Further, recruited two registered nurses 
to monitor COVID-19 cases, as well as one additional nurse and two medico-social staff to follow up on 
the health status of inmates with underlying chronic medical conditions or aged above 60 years old.  

Pillar 8 (Operational support and logistics):  

• Continued following up on clearance procedures of COVID-19 shipments, specifically asking for waivers, 
and facilitating and expediting requested formalities, with the new focal points in customs. In the 
meantime, agencies and partners are applying for regular customs formalities and processes, with no 
major issues reported so far.  

• Developed a guidance note/SOPs on the customs clearance processes, which is reviewed by relevant 
national authorities to validate and identify possibilities of waivers/exemptions.  

• The shared platform on procured items and quantities is being updated and ready to be shared with public. 

https://unicef-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/rsaffideen_unicef_org/EcfurCoa2QpHv4bF5006SVMBttEbQ8hw2bmm0wasjaBqFQ?rtime=mpMkXr9q2Eg

