
What will be my future? Maybe I couldn’t continue my education
and stay home. Education is a chance for me to change the way
we live, I can change my life and financially support my family
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-Mojdeh*, 16-year old girl, Kabul 

All children must be afforded equal opportunity to receive a quality, inclusive and accessible education. On the

18th September 2021, it was announced by the de-facto leadership in Afghanistan that secondary schools in

Afghanistan will be reopening, but only for boys, and only with male teachers[1]. It was stated at the time that

this is a temporary measure until such a time when senior leadership has developed a policy on women and

girl’s involvement in the education system that would ensure that school would be a safe environment for girl,

it is unclear when that policy will be set and if it will allow girls to return to school. What is clear, is that girls’

education cannot wait. Without access to school, girls will be left behind and made more vulnerable without a

safe space to learn amongst their peers. 



Prior to the Taliban taking control of the country from August 15th,  Afghanistan’s education system was

ranked amongst the top eight at most ‘extreme risk’ globally in Save the Children’s Build Forward Better

report[2]. The latest data gathered prior to the current crisis showed that 3.7 million children remain out of

school[3], at least 60% of whom are girls[4]. Schools have been closed for 44 weeks due to COVID-19

restrictions[5], which means that Afghan girls have already lost more than 20% of their expected school lives,

and boys have lost more than 10% of their expected lifetime education as a result of the pandemic[6]. 
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I am afraid of school closing news; I feel very worried and think of the bad
situation I will be in for the future. If I was stopped going to school all my wishes
will not come true. And then I will be a useless person in my whole life, will not be
able to change harmful traditions in my life and then in future I will not be able to
help my children too.

-Afri*, 12-year old girl, Faryab

The education system in Afghanistan is highly dependent on donor funding, principally channelled through the

International Development Association (IDA) and the Afghanistan Reconstruction Trust Fund (ARTF), a multi-

donor trust fund administered by the World Bank. The decision by the World Bank to halt financial support to

Afghanistan has resulted in a significant funding gap – teachers are already reporting that their salaries have not

been paid. These developments put considerable gains on children’s access to education, particularly girls’

education at risk. While in 2001, 900,000 students were enrolled in school, by 2020 this number had increased

to 9.5 million students, 39% of which were girls[7]. Education was made more accessible to students through

improving school infrastructure, strengthening community-based education and building new schools across

many provinces. To increase the number of female teachers, teacher training was made accessible and

affordable to thousands of women. 
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Children are smart and can learn fast, they have to continue education to become
a doctor, nurse or teacher then they will help people who have not get education
and in the meantime to help our own sisters and daughters. We have to study to
have useful future otherwise we will not be helpful to our family and our society

-Ferhana*, 11-year old girl, Kabul
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It is essential that donors continue and expand provision of immediate and life-saving aid to children and

their families. Education and early learning must be recognised as lifesaving, and be a core part of

development assistance, emergency response and humanitarian action. Access to education for Afghan

children, including girls, must be at the forefront of decision making about future support to Afghanistan, and

to the delivery of any response. Preventing half the population from accessing education will undermine any

future and current attempts to stabilise the economy and move Afghanistan beyond its long-term

dependence on aid. The full participation of women and girls in society is essential for the future of the

country. If girls cannot access education, or are limited in their educational trajectory, this will have a knock-

on effect on women’s and girls’ short-, medium- and long-term access to healthcare, public services, 

and employment. 

No one understands the risks posed by the current restrictions better than the Afghan girls who are

currently prevented from accessing education. Zuha*, a 17-year-old girl who until August of this year was

attending Community Based Education classes provided by Save the Children, told our staff, “I have

always dreamed of becoming a doctor so I can serve the people most in need and help my society and

vulnerable groups. I am not sure about my future now because if schools remain closed, how can I reach

my childhood dream of becoming a doctor? I don’t know, the situation is really new and fragile. I want to

go to school so I am not uneducated like my mother.”  Zuha*, when discussing her life and prospects in

the event she cannot return to school, told us “If I am compelled to stay home and not go to school, I

feel a little like a person who doesn’t want to live.” When girls learn, whole communities, countries,

benefit. 

The international community has a critical window of time to act in support of ensuring that all Afghan

children, girls and boys, have continuous access to life-saving education. The consequences of a failure to act

now will have lifelong impact on children as well as incalculable detrimental effect on Afghan society. 

SAVE THE CHILDREN CALLS ON THE AUTHORITIES INSIDE AFGHANISTAN TO:

Immediately reopen schools to all children in Afghanistan, including girls, and enable female education

staff to safely return to work.

Allow and enable a principled humanitarian response, including the delivery of education programming

inside the country, involving female humanitarian workers in all elements of the response, including

support and permission for female teachers at all levels of education.

Keep education facilities safe in accordance with the Safe Schools Declaration, endorsed by

Afghanistan in 2015, to ensure that all students and educators, male and female, can learn and teach

in safety. Schools and universities should not be used for military purposes. Monitoring and reporting

of attacks on education should be strengthened, systematically investigated and perpetrators should

be prosecuted.

Ensure that all children, including girls, have access to safe, quality, inclusive education, with a focus

on securing foundational learning and wellbeing outcomes. 



SAVE THE CHILDREN CALLS ON DONORS TO:

Rapidly provide flexible funding to meet humanitarian needs in Afghanistan and ensure that vulnerable

Afghan populations have access to vital life-saving services such as healthcare, shelter, protection,

food support and education. 

Prioritise funding for education in humanitarian and development budgets as a ‘life-saving’

intervention and urgently ensure that funding budgeted to the ARTF and the IDA for education this

year is able to reach Afghan children. Donors should explore the use of already existing mechanisms

or the establishment of new mechanisms that will allow for the swift dispersal of funds. 

Support the protection of human rights, in particular girls and women’s rights, and pave the way for

the eventual resumption of bilateral development funding to Afghanistan. To do this, the donor

community should work towards the development and adoption of a common and principled

framework for engagement with the de-facto authorities that entrenches the protection of rights and

supports full humanitarian access.

Ensure safe access to education for girls is viewed as a top priority in all engagement with the

authorities, and in all decisions related to any future resumption of bilateral development assistance.

Work in consultation with existing coordination groups to develop, fund, and implement a sector-

wide plan to protect and promote education for Afghan children, especially those most impacted by

inequality and discrimination such as girls and children with disabilities. It is critical to ensure full

participation and consultation of civil society organisations, teachers, school management staff,

parents, and learners themselves in developing a comprehensive education plan.

Coordinate advocacy with existing bodies such as the Education Cluster and the Development

Partners Group to align messaging, preserve operating space for principled education actors, and

protect staff and beneficiaries.

ENSURE FUNDING:

PROTECT RIGHTS:

COORDINATE AND CONSULT:

https://www.artf.af/
https://www.artf.af/
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