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Per official data, 4,014 people entered 
Panama through the Darien province 
on the eastern border with Colombia in 
February 2022, a 9.6 per cent decrease 
from January 2022. Venezuelans 
account for nearly 30 per cent of all 
entries so far in 2022, more than any 
nationality and surpassing migrants 
from Haiti, who account for 12.8 per 
cent of entries in 2022 after representing 
more than 60 per cent of 2021’s record-
high 133,000 migrants.

Despite the overall decrease, the January 
and February 2022 figures are each 
considerably higher than their 2021 
monthly figures. Moreover, the flow 
of migrants in 2021 began to increase 
towards the middle of the year, a trend 
that could potentially drive a major 
increase in needs in Darien in 2022 if a 
seasonal pattern emerges.

PANAMA: MIGRANTS & REFUGEES

Sources:
• National Migration Service (SNM), Panama

PHOTO: Migrants from different parts of the world cross 
into Panama from Colombia. Photo: UNICEF
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  9.6%
DECREASE IN ENTRIES FROM 

COLOMBIA TO PANAMA 
BETWEEN JAN-FEB 2022

Entries into Panama from Colombia by month
2021-2022
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HAITI: HUMANITARIAN NEEDS

Per the Humanitarian Needs Overview 
2022 for Haiti, the combination of 
recurrent socio-economic and political 
challenges, deteriorating security, 
the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
immediate impact and aftermath of the 
14 August 7.2 earthquake that affected 
more than 800,000 people are driving 
an increase in humanitarian needs, 
especially in southern Haiti.

These factors are likely to persist in 
2022 and possibly leave more than 4.9 
million people in need of humanitarian 
assistance, or about 43 per cent of the 
population.

Insecurity and violence, which has 
displaced more than 19,000 people 
in the Port-au-Prince metropolitan 
area since August 2020, is expected 
to continue and threaten protection, 
displacement, food insecurity and access 
to basic services, as well as humanitarian 
access to vulnerable population.

Moreover, crop failures owing to 
tropical storms and the August 
earthquake have left 4.3 million people 
acutely food insecure, a number 
projected to increase to 4.6 million in 
March 2022.Sources:

• Haiti: Humanitarian Needs Overview 2022

KEY FIGURES

 4.9M
PEOPLE PROJECTED TO BE 
IN NEED IN HAITI IN 2022, 
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REGIONAL: COVID-19

CASES & DEATHS
According to PAHO, COVID-19 case 
in the Americas (including the US and 
Canada) declined by 26 per cent in the 
past week, while deaths have dropped 
by nearly 19 per cent. Although these 
are encouraging trends, PAHO notes 
a 2.2 per cent increase in cases in 
the Caribbean, adding that possible 
reductions in testing may lead to 
undercounting cases in some countries.

In the 2 years since the onset of the 
pandemic, the 2.6 million COVID-19 
deaths in the region (including the 
1.6 million in Latin America and the 
Caribbean) represent half of all global 
deaths.

PAHO continues to express concern 
over inequities in vaccine access, 
noting that 248 million people in Latin 
America and the Caribbean have yet 
to receive a single COVID-19 vaccine 
dose, especially those in remote, rural 
and/or underserved communities.

IMPACT ON WOMEN
PAHO’s recently published Gender and 

Health Analysis: COVID-19 in the Americas 
report details that women in the region 
suffered a disproportionate impact 
from the COVID-19 pandemic that is 
increasing gender inequality in health 
and threatening their development. 

Additionally, women accounted for 
more than 7 out of every 10 COVID-19 
cases among healthcare professionals 
in the region, with female health 
professionals becoming more likely to 
suffer from anxiety, depression, and/
or burnout than males. Confinements 
led to increased domestic violence in 
some countries, while the re-direction 
of health services left women and girls 
without access to critical support. In 
Latin America and the Caribbean, 1 in 4 
adolescents were unable to access family 
planning services, increasing the risk of 
unwanted pregnancies, health issues and 
school dropout.

Sources:
• Our World in Data
• Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO)
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Cases, deaths & people vaccinated (13 Mar)

Total cases

Total deaths

People vaccinated

(% of pop)

(% of pop)

Fully vaccinated

66,863,134

1,667,280

 495,577,354 

75.6% 

66.1%

 433,663,130 

+0.9% from 6 Mar

+0.4% from 6 Mar

+0.5% from 6 Mar

+0.4% from 6 Mar

+0.6% from 6 Mar

+1.0% from 6 Mar

PHOTO: Women migrants in Darien, on Panama's eastern 
border with Colombia, face high risks of violence. Photo: 
UNICEF
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REGIONAL: DISASTER MONITORING

GUATEMALA: VOLCANIC ACTIVITY
On 7 March, ash explosions and lava 
flows from the Fuego volcano, located 
40km south-west of Guatemala City, 
began affecting areas within a 7km 
radius, prompting authorities to pre-
emptively evacuate nearby communities. 

The activity has since decreased, with 
families gradually returning to their 
homes, according to 9 March reports 
from the National Coordinator for 
Disaster Reduction (CONRED), who has 
assisted some 550 people and indicate 
that 3 shelters remain open. CONRED 
remains on alert for mudslides due to the 
ashfall and potential rains.

ARGENTINA: WILDFIRES
Recent rains over northern Argentina 
helped authorities respond to wildfires 
in the Corrientes province that have 
burned more than 1 million hectares, 
or about 12 per cent of Corrientes’ land. 
The rains arrived just as firefighters had 
managed to extinguish about 80 per cent 
of the active fires plaguing the province.

The INTA State farming production 
agency estimates that farming 
operations in Corrientes have suffered 
losses of up to US$551.5 million due 
to the fires, which are linked to a 
historic drought related to the La Niña 
phenomenon. 

Sources:
• National Coordinator for Disaster Reduction 

(CONRED), Guatemala
• Government of Argentina
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