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Latest from the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission to
Ukraine (SMM), based on information received as of
19:30, 25 April 2018
KYIV  26 April 2018

This report is for the media and the general public.

The SMM recorded more cease�re violations in both Donetsk and Luhansk regions, compared
with the previous reporting period. The SMM observed damage to civilian properties in a
residential area of Yasynuvata. The Mission continued monitoring the disengagement areas
near Stanytsia Luhanska, Zolote and Petrivske; it recorded cease�re violations near the
Stanytsia Luhanska and Zolote disengagement areas and spotted new military presence inside
the Zolote disengagement area. Its access remained restricted in all three disengagement
areas.* The Mission observed weapons in violation of withdrawal lines on both sides of the
contact line. The SMM saw for the �rst time anti-tank mines in a non-government-controlled
neighbourhood of Zaitseve. The SMM continued to facilitate and monitor repairs to power lines
near Pivnichne and near Yuzhna-Lomuvatka, and to facilitate access to the Donetsk Filtration
Station for its employees. In Zaporizhzhia, the SMM monitored a gathering in front of the
regional state administration building. In Kyiv, it saw a peaceful gathering in support of
veterans in the city centre. The SMM followed up on reports of vandalism to a building in
Odessa.

In Donetsk region, the SMM recorded more cease�re violations[2], including about 430
explosions, compared with the previous reporting period (about 240 explosions).

During the evening of 24 April, while in Debaltseve (non-government-controlled, 58km
north-east of Donetsk), the SMM heard about 30 undetermined explosions and about 20
bursts of heavy-machine-gun �re, all 3-5km west.

During the evening of 24 April, while in Horlivka (non-government-controlled, 39km north-
east of Donetsk), the SMM heard about 20 undetermined explosions and 40 bursts of
small-arms and heavy-machine-gun �re, all 5-10km west and north-west.

During the evening and night of 24-25 April, while in Svitlodarsk (government-controlled,
57km north-east of Donetsk), the SMM heard about 240 undetermined explosions, 265
bursts and shots of small-arms, heavy-machine-gun and infantry �ghting vehicle (IFV)
(BMP-2) cannon (30mm) �re, as well as a total of ten minutes of uncountable overlapping
bursts of heavy-machine-gun and small-arms �re, all 3-6km south-east and north-east.

During the evening of 24 April, the SMM camera 1km south-west of Shyrokyne (20km east
of Mariupol) recorded, in sequence, six projectiles in �ight from west to east, two
undetermined explosions, �ve projectiles from west to east and an undetermined
explosion, all 1-4km north.

During the day on 25 April, while in Donetsk city centre (non-government-controlled), the
SMM heard 30 undetermined explosions and about ten bursts of heavy-machine-gun �re,
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all 4-7km north-west.

During the day on 25 April, positioned 2km west of Yasynuvata (non-government-
controlled, 16km north-east of Donetsk), the SMM heard seven undetermined explosions
and about 120 shots and bursts of small-arms �re, all 1-6km south-west and north-west.

Positioned about 3km south-east of Lomakyne (government-controlled, 15km north-east
of Mariupol), the SMM heard about 30 undetermined explosions and 70 bursts of heavy-
machine-gun �re, all 2-4km north-north-east.

In Luhansk region, the SMM recorded more cease�re violations, including about 145
explosions, compared with the previous reporting period (about 30 explosions).

During the evening of 24 April, while in Kadiivka (formerly Stakhanov, non-government-
controlled, 50km west of Luhansk), the SMM heard about 60 explosions of artillery rounds
8-15km west-south-west.

During the day on 25 April, positioned in Molodizhne (non-government-controlled, 63km
north-west of Luhansk), the SMM heard 25 undetermined explosions 5km south.

The SMM observed damage to civilian properties in residential areas. In Yasynuvata,
the SMM saw a hole (about 30cm from the ground) in the west-facing side of a one-storey
house on 45 Hoholia Street; the SMM assessed it as caused by small-arms �re from a
westerly direction. A man (aged 45-50), who introduced himself as the resident of the
house, told the SMM that his house had been hit several times between January and April,
and most recently a week before. He added that he feared for the safety of his ten-year-
old son, who was living in the house with him and the rest of his family.

The SMM continued to monitor the disengagement process and to pursue full access
to the disengagement areas near Stanytsia Luhanska (government-controlled, 16km
north-east of Luhansk), Zolote (government-controlled, 60km west of Luhansk) and
Petrivske (non-government-controlled, 41km south of Donetsk), as foreseen in the
Framework Decision of the Trilateral Contact Group relating to disengagement of forces
and hardware of 21 September 2016. The SMM’s access remained restricted, but the
Mission was able to partially monitor them.*

During the evening of 24 April, while on the eastern edge of Stanytsia Luhanska, the SMM
heard about 60 undetermined explosions 5-15km west (assessed as outside the
disengagement area).

During the day on 25 April, positioned 3km north of the Zolote disengagement area, the
SMM heard an explosion assessed as an outgoing round of a self-propelled grenade
0.5km south-east.

Inside the Zolote disengagement area, an SMM mini-unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV)
spotted for the �rst time on 19 April a probable military position (consisting of light-toned
sand bags arranged in a semi-circle) under a road bridge about 7m north of a railway
track (imagery from 24 April con�rmed the presence of this position). It also spotted for
the �rst time footpaths which originated from the aforementioned probable military
position and led north, as well as recent vehicle tracks originating from the same position
and leading north-west towards the southern edge of government-controlled Katerynivka
(64km west of Luhansk) inside the disengagement area. The same UAV also spotted on 19
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April a dug-out covered with camou�age netting on the edge of a wooded area about 80m
south-east of the bridge. (All the aforementioned military presence was not seen in
imagery from 7 April.)

On 24 April, an SMM mini-UAV spotted for the �rst time four IFVs (BMP-1) and a military
truck (Ural) within a residential area on the southern edge of Katerynivka (inside the
disengagement area). The same UAV also spotted three newly dug trenches (all not
present in imagery from November 2017). The �rst trench (approximately 40m of length)
extended southward from the southern edge of Katerynivka; the second one was about
10m long and connected two defensive positions; the third one originated from a building
and extended southward for about 100m. Inside the disengagement area, an SMM mini-
UAV spotted again on 24 April at least 20 anti-tank mines (TM-62) stretching from road
T1316 in a westward direction for approximately 30m (see SMM Daily Report of 20
October 2017).

During the day on 25 April, positioned near the Petrivske disengagement area, the SMM
observed a calm situation.

The SMM continued to monitor the withdrawal of weapons in implementation of the
Package of Measures and its Addendum, as well as the Memorandum.

In violation of withdrawal lines in government-controlled areas the SMM saw nine self-
propelled howitzers (2S3 Akatsiya, 152mm) (three stationary at the train station and six
stationary on road H-20) in Kostiantynivka (60km north of Donetsk), ten stationary self-
propelled howitzers (2S1 Gvozdika, 122mm) on road M03 near Pokrovske (74km north of
Donetsk), 12 towed howitzers (2A36 Giatsint-B, 152mm) and 12 self-propelled howitzers
(2S1) stationary at the railway station in Bakhmut (formerly Artemivsk, 67km north of
Donetsk). An SMM mini-UAV spotted on 24 April a possible anti-tank guided missile
system (9M113 Konkurs, 135mm) in a compound about 4km north of the Zolote
disengagement area.

In non-government-controlled areas, aerial imagery available to the SMM revealed on 22
April the presence of �ve probable tanks at a compound in Luhansk city centre, eight
multiple launch rocket systems (type undetermined) near Miusynsk (62km south-west of
Luhansk) (see SMM Daily Report 12 April 2018) and four surface-to-air missile systems
(9K35 Strela-10) in Kalmiuske (formerly Komsomolske, 42km south-east of Donetsk) in a
zone within which deployment of heavy armaments and military equipment is proscribed
according to Point 5 of the Memorandum of 19 September 2014.

Beyond withdrawal lines but outside of designated storage sites in government-controlled
areas, the SMM saw a surface-to-air missile system (9K35 Strela-10) stationary at the
railway station in Bakhmut and a stationary surface-to-air missile system (9K33 Osa) near
Mykolaivka (77km west of Luhansk). In non-government-controlled areas, aerial imagery
revealed on 22 April the presence of 30 tanks (type undetermined) and 18 towed
howitzers (type undetermined) near Myrne (28km south-west of Luhansk) (see SMM Daily
Report 15 March 2018), 19 tanks (type undetermined) and three multiple launch rocket
systems (type undetermined) near Buhaivka (37km south-west of Luhansk) (see SMM
Daily Report 11 April 2018), 16 artillery pieces (type undetermined) near Shymshynivka
(27km south-west of Luhansk) (see SMM Daily Report 14 April 2018), ten tanks (type
undetermined) and 12 pieces of towed artillery (type undetermined) near Miusynsk (see
SMM Daily Report 12 April 2018), 34 tanks (type undetermined) near Kruhlyk (31km south-
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west of Luhansk) (see SMM Daily Report 14 April 2018) and 36 tanks (type undetermined)
near Manuilivka (65km east of Donetsk) (see SMM Daily Report 14 April 2018).

The SMM observed armoured combat vehicles and anti-aircraft guns[3] in the
security zone. In government-controlled-areas, the SMM saw nine IFVs (eight BMP-1 and
one BMP variant) and �ve anti-aircraft guns (ZU-23, 23mm) in Popasna (69km west of
Luhansk) and three armoured personnel carriers (BTR-80) near Voitove (33km north-west
of Luhansk). An SMM mini-UAV spotted on 24 April an armoured reconnaissance vehicle
(BRDM-2) 4km north of the Zolote disengagement area and two IFVs (BMP-1) about 200m
north of the Zolote disengagement area. On 24 April, an SMM mid-range UAV spotted �ve
IFVs (four BMP-1 and one BMP variant) – of which two were in residential areas – and an
anti-aircraft gun (ZU-23) in a government-controlled neighbourhood of Zaitseve (50km
north-east of Donetsk).

The SMM continued to observe mines. On 24 April, the SMM saw a probable anti-
personnel mine approximately 10m from a road in Kriakivka (government-controlled,
38km north-west of Luhansk). On 24 April, an SMM mid-range UAV spotted for the �rst
time eight anti-tank mines (TM-62) laid across a road in a non-government-controlled
neighbourhood of Zaitseve (not present in imagery from 7 February). On 25 April, on road
H-21, between a checkpoint of the armed formations at the junction with the road
towards Obozne (non-government-controlled, 18km north of Luhansk) and the bridge
near Shchastia (government-controlled, 20km north of Luhansk), the SMM again saw
seven anti-tank mines (TM-62) laid across the western lane of the dual-carriageway and
about three anti-tank mines (TM-62) in an area covered with grass between the dual-
carriageway.

The SMM continued to facilitate and monitor repairs to power lines near Yuzhna-
Lomuvatka (non-government-controlled, 60km west of Luhansk) and to power lines near
Pivnichne (formerly Kirove, government-controlled, 44km north-east of Donetsk). On 25
April, the SMM also facilitated the access of a team of Vodafone employees from
Kramatorsk (83km north of Donetsk) to Donetsk city to carry out an assessment.
(Vodafone telecommunication services have been disrupted in non-government-
controlled areas of Donetsk region since early January.)

The SMM continued to facilitate the access of Voda Donbassa water company
employees to the Donetsk Filtration Station (DFS) (15km north of Donetsk) in order to
keep the DFS operational. On 25 April, despite the provision of security guarantees, the
SMM, positioned at the DFS, heard seven undetermined explosions and about 120 shots
and bursts of small-arms �re, all 1-6km south-west and north-west (see above).

On 24 April, the SMM monitored a gathering in front of the regional state administration
building in Zaporizhzhia (70km south of Dnipro). At 164 Sobornyi Avenue, the SMM saw
about 500 people (mostly men aged 16-65) and a few of whom were wearing military-style
clothing. The Mission also saw and heard one of the participants addressing a crowd from
a stage with messages critical of Zaporizhzhia’s head of regional state administration. The
SMM also saw another group of about ten people (mixed gender, aged 18-25) expressing
their support for him. Thereafter, the head of the regional state administration emerged
from the building and also addressed the crowd; he also answered questions from the
participants. During its presence, the SMM did not observe any incidents.

On 25 April, in Kyiv, the SMM saw about 2,000 people (mostly men aged 50-65) gathered
in front of the building of the Ministry of Health on 7 Hrushevskoho Street, from where
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they then marched towards the building of Cabinet of Ministers on 12/2 Hrushevskoho
Street. The SMM saw that some of the participants were carrying �ags of the movement
“All Ukrainian Union of Afghan Veterans”. One of the participants addressed the gathering
with messages in support, among other things, of social bene�ts for veterans. About 300
law enforcement o�cers were present at the gathering, which dispersed peacefully.

On 25 April, the SMM followed up on reports of vandalism in Odessa to a building where
a political party member’s o�ce is located. At 56A Korolova Street, the SMM saw fresh
black paint covering the political party’s banner outside the building and signs of fresh
welding on the o�ce’s main entrance door. A sta� member of the o�ce told the SMM
that the main entrance door had been welded to its doorframe preventing them from
entering the o�ce on the morning of 24 April. She added that the same building had been
vandalised on the night of 16-17 December 2017.

The SMM continued monitoring in Kherson, Lviv, Ivano-Frankivsk, Kharkiv and Chernivtsi.

                                                           

*Restrictions of SMM’s freedom of movement or other impediments to ful�lment of its
mandate

The SMM’s monitoring and freedom of movement are restricted by security hazards and
threats, including risks posed by mines, unexploded ordnance (UXO), and other impediments –
which vary from day to day. The SMM’s mandate provides for safe and secure access
throughout Ukraine. All signatories of the Package of Measures have agreed on the need for
this safe and secure access, that restriction of the SMM’s freedom of movement constitutes a
violation, and on the need for rapid response to these violations. They have also agreed that
the Joint Centre for Control and Co‑ordination (JCCC) should contribute to such response and
co-ordinate mine clearance. Nonetheless, the armed formations in parts of Donetsk and
Luhansk regions frequently deny the SMM access to areas adjacent to Ukraine’s border outside
control of the Government (for example see SMM Daily Report 23 April 2018). The SMM’s
operations in Donetsk and Luhansk regions remain restricted following the fatal incident of 23
April 2017 near Pryshyb; these restrictions continued to limit the Mission’s observations.

 

Denial of access:

Related to disengagement areas and mines/UXO:

The SMM was prevented from accessing parts of the Stanytsia Luhanska
disengagement area, with the exception of the main road, due to the possible
presence of mines and UXO. A Ukrainian Armed Forces o�cer of the JCCC told
the SMM that no demining had taken place during the previous 24 hours. The
SMM did not consider it safe to proceed and informed the JCCC.[4]
The SMM was prevented from accessing secondary roads in the Zolote
disengagement area due to the possible presence of mines and UXO. A
Ukrainian Armed Forces o�cer of the JCCC told the SMM by phone that no
demining had taken place during the previous 24 hours. The SMM did not
consider it safe to proceed and informed the JCCC.4
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The SMM was prevented from accessing secondary roads south of the Zolote
disengagement area due to the possible presence of mines and UXO. An
armed formation member positioned on the southern side of the Zolote
disengagement area told the SMM that no demining had taken place during
the previous 24 hours. The SMM did not consider it safe to proceed.

 

[2] For a complete breakdown of the cease�re violations, please see the annexed table.
The SMM cameras at the entry-exit checkpoints in Marinka, Maiorsk and Pyshchevyk were
not operational during the reporting period.

* Please see the section at the end of this report entitled “Restrictions of SMM’s freedom
of movement or other impediments to ful�lment of its mandate”.

[3] This hardware is not proscribed by the provisions of the Minsk agreements on the
withdrawal of weapons.

[4] The SMM informed Ukrainian Armed Forces o�cers of the JCCC. Russian Federation
Armed Forces o�cers of the JCCC have withdrawn from the JCCC as of 18 December 2017.

Tetiana Tesliuchenko
National Public Relations O�cer
OSCE Special Monitoring Mission to Ukraine
26 Turhenievska Street
01054 Kyiv
Ukraine
O�ce: +380 44 392 0988
Mobile: +38 067 828 15 78
Mobile: +38 050 334 14 54
tetiana.tesliuchenko@osce.org
smm-press@osce.org

Liudmyla Palamar
National Outreach O�cer
OSCE Special Monitoring Mission to Ukraine
26 Turhenievska Street
01054 Kyiv
Ukraine
O�ce: +380 44 392 0965
Mobile: +38 067 828 06 79
Mobile: +38 050 387 93 98
liudmyla.palamar@osce.org
smm-media@osce.org

Contacts

https://www.osce.org/special-monitoring-mission-to-ukraine/378910
mailto:tetiana.tesliuchenko@osce.org
mailto:smm-press@osce.org
mailto:liudmyla.palamar@osce.org
mailto:smm-media@osce.org


4/26/2018 Latest from the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission to Ukraine (SMM), based on information received as of 19:30, 25 April 2018 | OSCE

https://www.osce.org/special-monitoring-mission-to-ukraine/378913 7/7


