
This report is for the media and the general public.

The SMM recorded more cease�re violations in Donetsk and Luhansk regions between the evenings of 2 and 3 November, compared with
the previous reporting period. Between the evenings of 3 and 4 November, the Mission recorded fewer cease�re violations in Donetsk
region and a sharp increase in cease�re violations in Luhansk region, compared with the previous 24 hours. The SMM recorded cease�re
violations inside the Stanytsia Luhanska and Zolote disengagement areas. On 4 November, the Mission heard an explosion 300-400m
north of its location in Zolote-5/Mykhailivka as well as at least 15 bursts of heavy-machine-gun �re 500m from its location in the Stanytsia
Luhanska disengagement area. It saw weapons in violation of withdrawal lines on both sides of the contact line. The Mission’s access
remained restricted in all three disengagement areas. It was also restricted in Holmivskyi, near Novoazovsk – an area close to the border
with the Russian Federation – and Verkhnoshyrokivske, and again near Zaichenko and Bezimenne.* The SMM facilitated and monitored
adherence to the cease�re to enable demining near Zolote-2/Karbonit and Nyzhnoteple. In Kyiv, the SMM monitored a public gathering
organized in memory of Kateryna Handziuk, a Kherson city council o�cial and civil society activist who died on 4 November after having
su�ered severe acid injuries in an attack on 31 July 2018.

In Donetsk region, between the evenings of 2 and 3 November, the SMM recorded more cease�re violations,[1] including about
370 explosions, compared with the previous reporting period (about 230 explosions). Between the evenings of 3 and 4 November,
the SMM recorded fewer cease�re violations, including about 260 explosions, compared with the previous 24 hours.[2]

On the evening and night of 2-3 November, the SMM camera at the Donetsk Filtration Station (DFS) (15km north of Donetsk)
recorded an explosion assessed as an incoming round, seven undetermined explosions and about 200 projectiles in �ight (mostly
from westerly to easterly directions), all at an assessed range of 1-5km at southerly directions. On the following day, the same
camera recorded 12 explosions assessed as impacts of rounds of undetermined weapons 1-2km south, as well as 37
undetermined explosions and about 40 projectiles in �ight (mostly from westerly to easterly directions), all at an assessed range of
1-5km at southerly directions. On the evening and night of 3-4 November, the same camera recorded three undetermined
explosions and 19 projectiles in �ight (mostly from north-westerly to south-easterly directions), all at an assessed range of 1-2km at
south-westerly directions.

During the day on 3 November, positioned 1km north-west of the railway station in Yasynuvata (non-government-controlled, 16km
north-east of Donetsk), the SMM heard 56 undetermined explosions and about 300 shots and bursts of heavy-machine-gun and
small-arms �re, all at an assessed range of 1-6km at directions ranging from south to north-north-west. On the following day, at
the same location, the Mission heard 23 undetermined explosions at an assessed range of 1-5km north-north-east and south-west.

On the same day, positioned on the eastern edge of Kamianka (government-controlled, 20km north of Donetsk), the SMM heard 14
undetermined explosions and ten bursts of small-arms �re, all at an assessed range of 3-5km south-south-east. The following day,
positioned on the eastern edge of Kamianka, the SMM heard 22 explosions (16 assessed as outgoing rounds, two as impacts and
the remainder undetermined) and ten bursts of heavy-machine-gun �re, all at an assessed range of 2-4km north-north-east and
south-south-west.

During the day on 4 November, positioned at the central railway station in Donetsk city (non-government-controlled, 6km north-
west of Donetsk city centre), the SMM heard 22 undetermined explosions and about 50 bursts and shots of heavy-machine-gun
and small-arms �re, all at an assessed range of 1-4km north-east and north-north-west.

On the evening of 2 November, while in Horlivka (non-government-controlled, 39km north-east of Donetsk), the SMM heard about
90 undetermined explosions and about 40 bursts of heavy-machine-gun �re, all at an assessed range of 5-7km west-south-west
and north-west. On the evening and night of 3-4 November, at the same location, the Mission heard 110 undetermined explosions
and about 160 bursts of infantry �ghting vehicle (IFV) cannon (30mm), anti-aircraft gun (ZU-23, 23mm) and heavy-machine-gun �re,
all at an assessed range of 3-6km south-west, west-north-west and north-west.

On the evening of 2 November, while in Svitlodarsk (government-controlled, 57km north-east of Donetsk), the SMM heard 23
undetermined explosions and about 300 shots and bursts of automatic grenade launcher, heavy-machine-gun and small-arms �re,
all at an assessed range of 3-4km south-south-east. The following day, the SMM heard about 90 undetermined explosions and 42
bursts of heavy-machine-gun �re, all at an assessed range of 3-7km south.

In Luhansk region, between the evenings of 2 and 3 November, the SMM recorded more cease�re violations, including, however,
fewer explosions (ten), compared with the previous reporting period (about 70 explosions). Between the evenings of 3 and 4
November, the SMM recorded almost twice as many cease�re violations (about 1,000), including about 420 explosions, compared
with the previous 24 hours. Most cease�re violations were recorded in areas near Zolote (government-controlled, 60km west of
Luhansk) and between Sentianivka (formerly Frunze, non-government-controlled, 44km west of Luhansk) and Zholobok (non-
government-controlled, 47km west of Luhansk).

During the day on 4 November, positioned in Sentianivka, the SMM heard about 220 undetermined explosions and about 330
bursts and shots of heavy-machine-gun and small-arms �re, all at an assessed range of 3-6km west-north-west and north-west.
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On the same day, while in Kadiivka (formerly Stakhanov, non-government-controlled, 50km west of Luhansk), the SMM heard
about 110 explosions at an assessed range of 10-15km north-north-east and north-north-west.

On the same day, positioned in Zolote-5/Mykhailivka (non-government-controlled, 58km west of Luhansk), the SMM heard an
explosion (assessed as an airburst ) 300-400m north, six bursts of small-arms �re at an assessed range of 300-500m north-west, as
well as seven undetermined explosions at an assessed range of 1-2km north.

The SMM continued to monitor and to pursue full access to the disengagement areas near Stanytsia Luhanska (government-
controlled, 16km north-east of Luhansk), Zolote and Petrivske[3] (non-government-controlled, 41km south of Donetsk), as foreseen
in the Framework Decision of the Trilateral Contact Group relating to disengagement of forces and hardware of 21 September
2016. The SMM’s access remained restricted, but the Mission was able to partially monitor them.*

On the evening of 2 November, the SMM camera at Prince Ihor Monument south-east of the Stanytsia Luhanska bridge (15km
north-east of Luhansk) recorded two outgoing explosions at an assessed range of 0.3-1km north-north-west (assessed as inside
the disengagement area), as well as an undetermined explosion and 30 projectiles in �ight (mostly from north-easterly to south-
westerly directions) at an assessed range of 0.3-1.5km north-west, north-north-west and north (assessed as inside the
disengagement area). On the same evening, the SMM camera in Stanytsia Luhanska recorded 12 projectiles in �ight (�ve from west
to east and seven from northerly to southerly directions), all at an assessed range of 0.5-1km south and south-south-west (all
assessed as inside the disengagement area).

On the same evening, while on the eastern edge of Stanytsia Luhanska, the SMM heard four undetermined explosions and about
120 bursts and shots of heavy-machine-gun and small-arms �re, all at an assessed range of 1.5-6km south-south-west and south-
west, assessed as outside the disengagement area. The Mission also heard four undetermined explosions and about 300 shots
and bursts of heavy-machine-gun and small-arms �re, all at an assessed range of 2-6km south-south-west and south-west (unable
to assess whether inside or outside the disengagement area).

During the day on 4 November, positioned 250m south of the Stanytsia Luhanska bridge, the SMM heard at least 15 bursts of
small-arms �re 500m north-north-west, assessed as inside the disengagement area. On the same day, positioned 1km south-
south-east of the Stanytsia Luhanska bridge, the Mission heard two bursts of small-arms �re at an assessed range of 1-2km north-
west, assessed as inside the disengagement area.

On the evening and night of 2-3 November, the SMM camera in Zolote recorded four projectiles in �ight at an assessed range of 1-
3km south-east, assessed as inside the disengagement area, and six projectiles in �ight 2-5km east-north-east, assessed as outside
the disengagement area. During the day on 3 November, positioned on the northern edge of Zolote, the SMM heard two
undetermined explosions at an assessed range of 2-3km south-south-east, assessed as outside the disengagement area. On the
same day, the SMM saw a tanker truck painted in camou�age colours driven by a Ukrainian Armed Forces soldier entering the
disengagement area from the north-eastern outskirts of Katerynivka (government-controlled, 64km west of Luhansk).

During the day on 4 November, positioned in Pervomaisk (non-government-controlled, 58km west of Luhansk), the Mission heard
20 bursts of small-arms �re at an assessed range of 2-3km north-north-east, assessed as inside the disengagement area, as well as
32 undetermined explosions at an assessed range of 5-7km north-north-east and 12 bursts and shots of small-arms �re at an
assessed range of 1-2km north-north-east, all assessed as outside the disengagement area. The same day, positioned in Zolote, the
SMM heard 40 shots and bursts of automatic grenade launcher, heavy-machine-gun and small-arms �re at an assessed range of 2-
3km south-west, all assessed as outside the disengagement area.

During the day on 3 November, positioned north of Petrivske, the SMM heard two bursts of small-arms �re at an assessed range of
3-4km south-south-east, assessed as outside the disengagement area. On 4 November, at the same location, the Mission observed
a calm situation.

The SMM continued to monitor the withdrawal of weapons in implementation of the Memorandum and the Package of
Measures and its Addendum.

In violation of the withdrawal lines in a government-controlled area, on 2 November, an SMM long-range unmanned aerial vehicle
(UAV) spotted again a towed howitzer (2A36 Giatsint-B, 152 mm) near Druzhba (76km west of Luhansk).

In violation of the withdrawal lines in a non-government-controlled area, on 2 November, an SMM long-range UAV spotted a
surface-to-air missile system (9K31, Strela-1) and a probable mortar south of Kalynove (60km west of Luhansk).

Beyond the respective withdrawal lines but outside designated storage sites in a government-controlled area, on 2 November, an
SMM mini-UAV spotted ten towed howitzers (2A65 Msta-B, 152mm) near Novomaiorske (64km south-west of Donetsk).

The SMM observed weapons that could not be veri�ed as withdrawn, as their storage did not comply with the criteria set out in the
16 October 2015 noti�cation from the SMM to the signatories of the Package of Measures on e�ective monitoring and veri�cation
of the withdrawal of heavy weapons. On 4 November, in government-controlled areas of Donetsk region, the SMM saw a surface-
to-air missile system (9K35 Strela-10), eight multiple launch rocket systems (MLRS) (BM-21 Grad, 122mm) and two tanks (T-64), and
noted that two surface-to-air missile systems (9K35), 27 MLRS (BM-21) and a self-propelled howitzer (2S1 Gvozdika, 122mm) were
again missing.

The SMM observed armoured combat vehicles, anti-aircraft guns as well as new trenches and �ring positions in the
security zone.[4] In government‑controlled areas, on 2 November, an SMM mini-UAV spotted an IFV (BMP variant) and an anti-
aircraft gun (ZU-23, 23mm) parked near houses, as well as in total 100m of trenches (not seen in imagery from 29 August 2018) in
Novozvanivka (70km west of Luhansk). On the same day, an SMM long-range UAV spotted two IFVs (BMP variants) near Hladosove
(51km north-east of Donetsk), three IFVs (BMP-2) near Novotoshkivske (53km west of Luhansk), two IFVs (BMP variants) near
Katerynivka, three IFVs (BMP-1) near Vershyna (63km north-east of Donetsk) and two IFVs (BMP-1) east of Bila Hora (54km north of
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Donetsk). On 3 November, the SMM saw three armoured personnel carriers (APC) (BTR-70) in Novoselivka Druha (36km north-east
of Mariupol).

In non-government-controlled areas, on 2 November, an SMM long-range UAV spotted an IFV (BMP-1) near Lozove (52km north-
east of Donetsk); an armoured reconnaissance vehicle (BRM-1K), an anti-aircraft gun (ZU-23) mounted atop an APC (MT-LB) and
three probable IFVs (BMP-1) south of Kalynove (at the same location as the above-mentioned probable mortar and surface-to-air
missile system) and six APCs (MT-LB), one with an anti-aircraft gun (ZU-23), and four probable IFVs (BMP variants) near Kalynove-
Borshchuvate (61km west of Luhansk). The same day, an SMM long-range UAV spotted new trenches totalling 400m on the eastern
side of the road between Dolomitne (53km north-east of Donetsk) and Novoluhanske (government-controlled, 53km north-east of
Donetsk) (not seen in imagery from 29 August 2018) about 500m south from previously observed trenches (see SMM Daily Report
5 July 2018) and a 50m-long trench extension about 2.5km north-west from Nyzhnie Lozove (59km north-east of Donetsk). The
same day, the SMM saw a probable IFV (BMP variant) in Debaltseve (58km north-east of Donetsk). On 4 November, the Mission saw
an anti-aircraft gun (ZU-23) loaded on the back of a military-type truck in Donetsk city.

On 3 November, an SMM mini-UAV spotted ten new �ring positions next to previously observed trenches on the eastern edge of
Zolote-4/Rodina (government-controlled, 59km west of Luhansk). The mini-UAV also spotted ongoing upgrades of previously
spotted trenches on the north-eastern edge of Zolote-5/Mykhailivka, broken cupboards and closets used to fortify and cover them
and six armed persons in camou�age clothes nearby. (For previous observations, see SMM Daily Report 1 November 2018).

On 2 November, an SMM mid-range UAV spotted at least 38 craters assessed as caused by artillery rounds: 18 on the western edge
of Zholobok and 20 about 1km south-east of Zholobok (all not seen in imagery from 15 October 2018). The Mission assessed that
the rounds had been �red from north-north-westerly and north-westerly directions.

The SMM saw demining activities. On 4 November, the Mission saw 12 people (six men, six women) wearing clothing bearing the
logo of an international demining organization conducting demining activities in a �eld east of road T1309 3km north of Shyrokyi
(government-controlled, 38km north-east of Luhansk). A representative of the demining team told the SMM that the area being
cleared of mines was about 28,000m2 in size and that it would take up to �ve months to complete mine clearance (for previous
observations from this area, see SMM Daily Report 17 October 2018). The Mission also saw people wearing clothing bearing the
logo of an international demining organization conducting demining activities in a forested area and an agricultural �eld about
4km north-east of Krasna Talivka (government-controlled, 51km north-east of Luhansk).

The SMM facilitated and monitored adherence to the cease�re to enable demining activities in Zolote-2/Karbonit
(government-controlled, 62km west of Luhansk) and Nyzhnoteple (government-controlled, 26km north of Luhansk). The Mission
continued to facilitate the operation of the DFS.

On 4 November, the SMM saw heavy engineering equipment and about 20 Ukrainian Armed Forces soldiers conducting repair
works at a bridge on road T0504 south-west of Popasna (government-controlled, 69km west of Luhansk) (for previous
observations, see SMM Daily Report 12 September 2018).

The SMM continued to monitor the situation of civilians living near the contact line. On 3 November, two women (in their
sixties) in Zolote-4/Rodina told the SMM that the security situation in the village was very tense and heavy shelling and shooting
occurred on a daily basis. According to the women, about 40 people remain in Volnyi Hutor, the neighbourhood of Zolote-4/Rodina
closest to the contact line, which, they said, was completely without electricity. 

On 2 and 3 November, the SMM saw a billboard on the northern side of the entry-exit checkpoint in Stanytsia Luhansk reading in
Ukrainian: “The SBU warns: participating in the CALO elections constitutes a high treason”.

The SMM visited two border areas outside government control. On 3 November, while at a border crossing point near Uspenka
(73km south-east of Donetsk) for about 60 minutes, the SMM saw 44 cars (eight with Ukrainian, 18 with Russian Federation and
two with Georgian license plates, and 16 with “DPR” plates) exiting Ukraine. During the same time, the Mission saw three minivans
(one with Ukrainian and one with Russian Federation license plates, and one with “DPR” plates) entering Ukraine. The same day,
while at a pedestrian border crossing point in Novoborovytsi (79km south of Luhansk) for about 30 minutes, the SMM saw no
cross-border tra�c.

On 4 November, in Kyiv, the SMM monitored a public gathering organized in commemoration of Kateryna Handziuk, a 33-
year-old Kherson city council o�cial and civil society activist who died on 4 November. She had su�ered severe injuries in a 31 July
acid attack (see SMM Daily Report 2 August 2018). The Mission saw about 400 people (60 per cent men, 40 per cent women, 20-60
years old), including representatives of political parties and civil society, attending the commemoration in front of the building of
the Ministry of Interior A�airs of Ukraine at 10 Akademika Bohomoltsia Street. It observed at least 20 people (ten men, ten women,
25-45 years old) holding banners with messages “She was killed!” and “Who killed Kateryna Handziuk” written in Ukrainian. The
participants paid tribute by observing a minute of silence and laying �owers and candles. The SMM observed police o�cers in riot
gear standing around the corner of Pylypa Orlyka Street and that Akademika Bohomoltsia Street was blocked o� at both ends by
three police cars.

The SMM continued monitoring in Kherson, Odessa, Ivano-Frankivsk, Kharkiv, Dnipro, and Chernivtsi.

*Restrictions of SMM’s freedom of movement or other impediments to ful�lment of its mandate

The SMM’s monitoring and freedom of movement are restricted by security hazards and threats, including risks posed by mines,
unexploded ordnance (UXO) and other impediments – which vary from day to day. The SMM’s mandate provides for safe and secure
access throughout Ukraine. All signatories of the Package of Measures have agreed on the need for this safe and secure access, that
restriction of the SMM’s freedom of movement constitutes a violation, and on the need for rapid response to these violations. They have
also agreed that the Joint Centre for Control and Co-ordination (JCCC) should contribute to such response and co-ordinate mine clearance.
Nonetheless, the armed formations in parts of Donetsk and Luhansk regions frequently deny the SMM access to areas adjacent to
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Ukraine’s border outside control of the Government (for example, see below). The SMM’s operations in Donetsk and Luhansk regions
remain restricted following the fatal incident of 23 April 2017 near Pryshyb; these restrictions continued to limit the Mission’s observations.

Denials of access:

On 3 and 4 November respectively, at a checkpoint about 1km north of Zaichenko (non-government-controlled, 26km
north-east of Mariupol), two members of the armed formations again stopped the SMM and denied it passage to Pikuzy
(formerly Kominternove, non-government-controlled, 23km north-east of Mariupol) and to Sakhanka (non-government-
controlled, 24km north-east of Mariupol), citing risks “to the SMM’s security” on 3 November and “ongoing shelling in
the area” on 4 November.
On 3 and 4 November, at a checkpoint near Bezimenne (non-government-controlled, 30km east of Mariupol), three
armed members of the armed formations again denied the SMM passage west along road M14, citing “orders from
their supervisors” on 3 November and “ongoing shelling in the area” on 4 November.
On 3 and 4 November, at a checkpoint near Novoazovsk (non-government-controlled, 40km east of Mariupol), near the
border with the Russian Federation, members of the armed formations again prevented the SMM from passing through
to the city. On both days, the SMM observed cars proceeding through the checkpoint.
On 3 November, in Holmivskyi (non-governmentcontrolled, 49km north-east of Donetsk), an armed member of the
armed formations told the SMM to leave the area, saying it “was dangerous for the SMM”.
On two occasions on 4 November, at a checkpoint about 600m west of Verkhnoshyrokivske (formerly Oktiabr, non-
government-controlled, 29km north-east of Mariupol), a member of the armed formations prevented the SMM from
traveling east after the SMM refused to show its patrol plan. The Mission saw cars passing through the checkpoint.

Regular restrictions related to disengagement areas and mines/UXO:

On 3 and 4 November, the SMM was prevented from accessing parts of the Stanytsia Luhanska disengagement area,
with the exception of the main road, due to the possible presence of mines and UXO. A Ukrainian Armed Forces o�cer
of the JCCC informed the SMM that no demining had taken place during the previous 24 hours. The SMM did not
consider it safe to proceed and informed the JCCC on both occasions.[5]
On 3 and 4 November, the SMM was prevented from accessing secondary roads in the Zolote disengagement area due
to the possible presence of mines and UXO. A Ukrainian Armed Forces o�cer of the JCCC informed the SMM that no
demining had taken place during the previous 24 hours. The SMM did not consider it safe to proceed and informed the
JCCC on both occasions.5
On 3 November, the SMM was prevented from accessing secondary roads south of the Zolote disengagement area due
to the possible presence of mines and UXO. A member of the armed formations informed the SMM that no demining
had taken place during the previous 24 hours. The SMM did not consider it safe to proceed.

Other impediments:

On the night of 3 and 4 November, an SMM long-range UAV temporarily lost its GPS signal, assessed as due to signal
interference, while �ying over areas near Temriuk (non-government-controlled, 18km south-east of Donetsk), Slavne
(government-controlled, 26km south-west of Donetsk) and Syhnalne (non-government-controlled, 23km south-west of
Donetsk).[6]

[1] For a complete breakdown of cease�re violations, please see the annexed table. 

[2] Between the evenings of 2 and 3 November, the SMM cameras in Krasnohorivka and in Svitlodarsk were not operational.
Between the evenings of 3 and 4 November, the SMM camera in Krasnohorivka was not operational.

[3] Due to the presence of mines, including on a road between Bohdanivka and Petrivske, the SMM’s access to its camera in
Petrivske remains limited, and thus the SMM has not been able to access observations from the camera since 22 June 2018.

[4] The hardware mentioned in this section is not proscribed by the provisions of the Minsk agreements on the withdrawal of
weapons.

[5] The SMM informed Ukrainian Armed Forces o�cers of the JCCC. Russian Federation Armed Forces o�cers of the JCCC withdrew
from the JCCC as of 18 December 2017.

[6] The interference could have originated from anywhere within a radius of several kilometres of the UAV’s position.
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