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Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

98.7 m 
67 m  
(68%) 

- 

*April – September 2016 

WFP’s long-term goal in Lao PDR is to enhance food 

security and nutrition in the most vulnerable 

communities by implementing sustainable 

programmes. 

The Country Programme is in line with the 

Government’s 8th National Socio-Economic 

Development Plan, and various sectorial strategies 

and plans, as well as with the United Nations 

Development Assistance Framework, 2012-2016.   

In addition to building national capacity, WFP 

supported activities address the three elements of 

food security by: i) increasing food availability, ii) 

improving households’ access to food and iii) 

advocating for adequate food utilisation. To achieve 

this, WFP Lao PDR uses a lifecycle approach.  

The Mother and Child Health and Nutrition (MCHN) 

programme provides pregnant women and nursing 

mothers with nutritional support through 

supplementary foods and food rations. For children 

between 6-23 months of age, WFP provides 

micronutrient supplements. The programme 

ensures nutritional balance to prevent chronic 

malnutrition.   

The school meals programme provides a nutritious 

snack to 140,000 pre-primary and primary 

schoolchildren in 1,500 schools across seven   

provinces. In line with the Government’s School 

Lunch Policy (2014), WFP supports the transition 

from snack to lunch. The school meals programme 

includes setting up school gardens as part of the 

Government’s priority for home grown school 

feeding. WFP is working on a hand-over strategy of 

the programme to the Government. 

Through Food Assistance for Assets, WFP supports 

communities to build assets for the community, such 

as roads or irrigation systems. These activities aim 

at encouraging self-sufficiency and improving long-

term food security in vulnerable communities.  

Located in a geographical area prone to natural 

disasters, Lao PDR is affected by recurring floods, 

excessive rain or persistent droughts leading to food 

insecurity. The Emergency Preparedness and 

Response programme aims at improving resilience to 

natural disasters within the Government and the 

communities through capacity development 

activities. In the event of an emergency, WFP 

maintains an emergency stock of canned fish to feed 

35,000 people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highlights 

 

 In March, WFP Laos provided meals to 146,969 

schoolchildren, and assisted 18,896 women 

and children with supplementary feeding. 

 

 WFP Laos facilitated an assessment mission 

from the WFP Brazil Centre of Excellence 

against hunger to identify potential needs to 

provide technical assistance to the national 

school meals programme. 

 

Credit: WFP/ Rocío Rebollo  
Caption: Primary student enjoying a nutritious snack in 
Oudomxay province, northern Laos.  
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In Numbers 

165,865 people assisted 

  March 2016 

 50.2% 49.8% 
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Donors 

USA, Australia, Japan, Luxembourg and Private Donors  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 The country office started the consultations for the 

next Country Strategic Plan, 2017-2021 with the 

Government, development partners and 

communities. Findings from the strategic review on 

food security and nutrition, which is currently taking 

place, as well as the Government-United Nations 

Partnership Framework, 2017-2021 will feed into 

the country strategic plan. The document will be 

presented to the Executive Board for approval in 
February 2017.  

 Results from the comprehensive food security 

assessment show that 14 percent of the rural 

households are food insecure, of which 2 percent 

are severely food insecure. Food insecurity is higher 

in rubber and mining areas, followed by upland 

paddy. The overall country-wide food consumption 

score is as follows: 80 percent acceptable, 12 

percent borderline and 8 percent poor. The food 

consumption score measures dietary diversity, 

frequency of the meals and consumption of 

different food groups. Based on the results of the 

assessment, future interventions to tackle food 

insecurity should aim to increase resilience to 

climate change, improve safety nets for poorer and 

vulnerable households and facilitate farmers’ access 
to markets.   

 Taking into consideration the changing operational 

and economic environment in the country, a 

feasibility study for the implementation of a cash-

based transfers programme will be carried out in 

the coming weeks. Based on the results of the 

study, a pilot is expected to be launched in 

September.  

Partnerships 

 The WFP Brazil Centre of Excellence against Hunger 

visited Laos on an assessment mission to meet with 

key stakeholders and visit school meal activities. 

The objective of the mission is to assess and 

discuss future support from the Government of 

Brazil, through the Centre of Excellence, to the 

Government of Lao PDR for the National School 

Meals programme, including promoting a home 

grown school feeding model, which links 

smallholder farmers to schools and provides 
nutrition education. 

 The Steering Committee of the Global Agriculture 

and Food Security Program has approved the 

Strategic Support for Food Security and Nutrition 

Project, with a budget of USD 30 million. The 

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, IFAD and WFP 

will be working together with other partners to 

ensure the project reaches its objective of reducing 
extreme poverty and malnutrition. 

 WFP is in discussions with various partners to 

ensure some schools and students receive a 
complementary package of assistance, which will 

further enhance the impact of the school meals. 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

The Lao People’s Democratic Republic (Lao PDR) is a 

least developed, low income and food deficit country. 

It has one of the lowest population densities in Asia 

at 29 people per km2 with a third of all villages 

inaccessible by road during the May to September 

rainy season, and a further 9 percent with no road 

access at all (Lao Agricultural Census Office 2012). 

Twenty-eight percent of the population lives below 

the national poverty line (USD 1.25/day) with a GDP 

per capita of USD 1,600 (World Bank 2015). Lao PDR 

has achieved MDG1.C by having halved the poverty 

rate in the period 1990-2015. However, 27 percent 

of children are still underweight, and 44 percent are 

stunted. Up to 55 percent of children from ethnic 

minorities are stunted. The 2015 Global Hunger 

Index rates hunger levels in Lao PDR as ‘Serious’ 

with a 28.5 GHI Score (on a scale of 0 to 100, 0 

being the best score or ‘no hunger’). While Lao PDR 

has experienced a positive development over the 

past decade (going down 8.4 points in the GHI), 

undernutrition, wasting and stunting rates remain 

amongst the highest in the region. WFP supports 40 

out of the 49 officially recognised ethnic groups 

(World Bank 2014).  

WFP has been present in the country since 1976. 

Contact info: Rocío Rebollo Pérez rocio.rebollo@wfp.org  

Country Director: Sarah Gordon-Gibson 

Further information: http://www.wfp.org/countries/lao  
 

Chronic malnutrition: 44 % of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

141 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Population: 6.8 million 
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