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Country Programme 

Lao People’s 

Democratic Republic 

DEV 200242 

Jan 2012 – Dec 2016 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

98.8 m 
68.4 m  
(69%) 

- 

*June-November 2016 

WFP’s long-term goal in Lao PDR is to enhance food 

security and nutrition in the most vulnerable 

communities by implementing sustainable 

programmes. 

The Country Programme is in line with the 

Government’s 8th National Socio-Economic 

Development Plan, and various sectorial strategies 

and plans, as well as with the United Nations 

Development Assistance Framework 2012-2016.   

In addition to building national capacity, WFP 

supported activities address the three elements of 

food security by: i) increasing food availability, ii) 

improving households’ access to food and iii) 

advocating for adequate food utilisation. To achieve 

this, WFP Lao PDR uses a lifecycle approach.  

The Mother and Child Health and Nutrition (MCHN) 

programme provides pregnant women and nursing 

mothers with nutritional support through 

supplementary foods and food rations. For children 

between 6-23 months of age, WFP provides 

micronutrient supplements. The programme ensures 

nutritional balance to prevent chronic malnutrition.   

For pre-primary and primary school children, the 

school meals programme provides a nutritious snack 

to 140,000 children in 1,500 schools across seven 

provinces. In line with the Government’s School 

Lunch Policy (2014), WFP supports the transition 

from snack to lunch. The school meals programme 

includes setting up school gardens as part of the 

government’s priority for home grown school 

feeding. WFP is working on a handover strategy of 

the programme to the Government. 

Through Food Assistance for Assets, WFP supports 

communities to build community assets such as roads 

or irrigation systems. These activities aim at 

encouraging self-sufficiency and improving long-term 

food security in vulnerable communities.  

Located in a geographical area prone to natural 

disasters, Lao PDR is affected by recurring floods, 

excessive rain or persistent droughts leading to food 

insecurity. The Emergency Preparedness and 

Response programme works with the Government 

and the communities to improve resilience to natural 

disasters through capacity-building activities. In the 

event of an emergency, WFP maintains an emergency 

stock of canned fish to feed 35,000 people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highlights 

 WFP Regional Director for Asia and the Pacific 

visited Lao PDR to attend the stakeholder 

consultation for the independent, country-wide 

Strategic Review on Food and Nutrition 
Security. 

 A feedback mechanism (hotline) is being rolled 

out in all provinces where WFP works, to 

improve accountability to the populations we 
serve through our programmes.   

 

Credit: WFP/ Mark Brooking 
Caption: A woman with her granddaughter, who receives 
Plumpy’Doz from WFP, in Luang Namtha province. 
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In Numbers 

164,500 people assisted 

51% 49% May 2016 

Credit: WFP/ JoHannah Lavey 
Caption: A primary student proudly showing her drawing, 
made during the community consultations conducted by 
WFP in Sekong province.  
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Donors 

USA, Australia, Japan, Luxembourg and Private Donors  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 As part of the government’s sectorial plan to 

provide lunch in all schools, WFP is preparing 247 

schools in the Northern provinces of Luang Namtha 

and Oudomxay, to transition from snack to lunch in 

the first semester of the upcoming school year, 

starting in September 2016. In May, WFP 

commenced to provide training to these 

communities on how to establish and maintain the 

vegetable gardens. Training will continue 

throughout the summer, to ensure schools are 

ready by September.   

 The Country Office is rolling out a feedback 

mechanism (hotline) in all seven provinces where 

WFP works. The feedback mechanism consists of 

hotlines monitored by the field offices, which the 

communities can call to provide feedback or 

complaints about WFP programme. As part of the 

roll-out, the monitoring assistants are visiting all 

the villages to reinforce messages about WFP’s 

programmes, explaining how the feedback 

mechanism works, putting up posters and handing 

out cards with the phone number, and encouraging 
communities to use the hotline.  

Partnerships 

 WFP has signed a Field Level Agreement with the 

Japan Association for Aid and Relief, to pilot a 

project aiming to support livestock activities in 

schools. Through this cooperation, fish ponds will 

be set up in schools, and the communities will 

receive technical support on how to raise catfish. 

This will increase the protein intake of primary 

school students as part of the school lunch, and 

strengthen the capacity of the community to 

contribute to the school meals programme.  

Challenges 

 The rainy season (June to September) severely 

affects WFP’s access to target populations across 

the country. To ensure availability of supplies 

during this period and ahead of the new school 

year, starting in September 2016, WFP has started 

the early delivery of food commodities to be pre-

positioned in all target districts. During the rainy 

season, WFP’s ability to conduct monitoring is 

limited, as monitoring assistants cannot travel to 
some of these areas due to poor road conditions.  

 

  

Country Background & Strategy 

 

The Lao People’s Democratic Republic (Lao PDR) is a 

least developed, low income and food deficit country. It 

has one of the lowest population densities in Asia at 29 

people per km2 with a third of all villages inaccessible 

by road during the May to September rainy season, 

and a further 9 percent with no road access at all (Lao 

Agricultural Census Office 2012). Twenty-eight percent 

of the population lives below the national poverty line 

(USD 1.25/day) with a GDP per capita of USD 1,600 

(World Bank 2015). 

Lao PDR has achieved MDG 1 by having halved the 

poverty rate in the period 1990-2015. However, 27 

percent of children are still underweight, and 44 

percent are stunted. Up to 55 percent of children from 

ethnic minorities are stunted. The 2015 Global Hunger 

Index (GHI) rates hunger levels in Lao PDR as ‘serious’ 

with a 28.5 GHI Score (in a scale from 0 to 100, being 

0 the best score or ‘no hunger’).  

While Lao PDR has experienced a positive development 

over the past decade (going down 8.4 points in the 

GHI), undernutrition, wasting and stunting rates 

remain amongst the highest in the region. WFP 

supports 40 out of the 49 officially recognized ethnic 

groups (World Bank 2014).  

WFP has been present in the country since 1976. 

Contact info: Rocío Rebollo Pérez rocio.rebollo@wfp.org  

Country Director: Sarah Gordon-Gibson 

Further information: www.wfp.org/lao 

Chronic malnutrition: 44 % of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

141 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Population: 6.8 million 
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