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Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)*1 

Lao PDR Country Strategic Plan 
(2017-2021) 

 85.3 m 
35.4 m 
(42%) 

9.7 m 

Strategic Outcome 1: School children in remote rural areas have 

sustainable access to food by 2021 

SR: 1 - Everyone has 

access to food 

Focus area: Root causes 
48.7 m 

26.4 m  
(54%) 

6.43 m 

Strategic Outcome 2: Stunting levels among children under 2 in 

provinces with high levels of malnutrition meet national levels by 2025 

SR: 2 - No one suffers 

from malnutrition 

Focus area: Root causes 
23.6 m 

5.1 m  
(22%) 

2.42 m 

Strategic Outcome 3: Vulnerable households in climate-sensitive 

districts are more resilient to seasonal and long-term shocks and 

stresses 

SR: 4 – Food systems 

are sustainable 

Focus area: Resilience 
8.4 m 

0.8 m  
(10%) 

0.41 m 

Strategic Outcome 4: National and local governance institutions are 

strengthened to improve service delivery, especially in hard-to-reach 

areas, by 2025  
SR: 5 - Developing 

countries have 
strengthened 

capacities to 

implement the SDGs 

Focus area: Root causes 

4.6 m 
2.4 m  
(52%) 

0.42 m 

     *January, 2018 – June, 2018 

 

Strategic Outcome 1: Schoolchildren in remote 

rural areas have sustainable access to food by 2021. 

Strategic Outcome 2: Stunting levels among 

children under 2 in provinces with high levels of 

malnutrition meet national targets by 2025. 

Strategic Outcome 3: Vulnerable households in 

climate-sensitive districts are more resilient to 

seasonal and long-term shocks and stresses. 

Strategic Outcome 4: National and local 

governance institutions are strengthened to improve 

service delivery, especially in hard-to-reach areas, 

by 2025. 

Country Background  

 

WFP Country Strategy 

 

WFP’s long-term goal in Lao PDR is to support the 

Government’s vision of “a prosperous country, with 

a healthy population, free from food insecurity, 

malnutrition and poverty”. WFP will gradually shift 

from the provision of food assistance to policy 

engagement and capacity development to facilitate a 

hand-over of activities to government counterparts. 

 

The Country Strategic Plan takes important steps 

towards WFP’s strategic direction for strengthened 

national and local capacity, whereby the 

Government and communities independently own, 

manage and implement food and nutrition security 

programmes by 2030.  

 

The Country Strategic Plan is based on whole-of-

society consultations, which included the 

Government, communities, donors, UN agencies, 

financial institutions and civil society. The four 

strategic outcomes focus on key challenges faced by 

Lao PDR: food insecurity, malnutrition, low resilience 

to climate change, and the governance structure 

that is needed to address these priorities. 

  

The Country Strategic Plan contributes to the 

achievement of the Government’s 8th National 

Socio-Economic Development Plan (2016-2020), 

sectoral strategies and plans of action, the United 

Nations Partnership Framework (2017-2021), and 

the Sustainable Development Goals 2, 4, 5, 13 and 

17.   

                                    
1Figures for received funding and six month funding requirements are as per Country 

Office pipeline. 

 

 

 

Highlights 

• Exchange visits of Village Education District 

Committees commenced in December, as part of 

the capacity development of villages implementing 

WFP School Meals Programmes, which will be 

handed-over to the Government for inclusion in 

the National School Feeding model.   

• WFP dispatched smoke reducing cook stoves to 48 

villages implementing the WFP School Meals 

Programme.  

• WFP completed the design of customised packages 

of assistance aimed to strengthen the capacity of 

communities where the School Meals Programme 

is currently implemented. 

Credit: WFP/Rein Skullerud 
Caption: A student of a WFP-supported school 
in northern Lao PDR. 
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In Numbers 

336,256 people assisted 
 

49% 51% 

People Assisted 
December 2017 

December 2017 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp284303.pdf
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Donors 

USA, Australia, Japan, Luxembourg, European Union, Lao PDR, 

Private Donors  

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

• As part of the phased hand-over of the WFP School 

Meals programme (SMP) to Government and 

communities, (to be completed by 2021), exchange 

visits of Village Education District Committees 

(VEDC) commenced in December. VEDC members 

from WFP SMP villages visited villages implementing 

the National School Feeding programme. During the 

exchange visits, VEDC members from both villages 

exchange best practices and saw first-hand the 

government model, paying particular attention to 

record keeping and cash management, cooking set-

up, school gardens, parent associations and well-

functioning community contributions. 
 

• In December, WFP dispatched Super Clean 

Cookstoves, ‘pellet’ fuel and cooking accessories to 

48 villages. The cookstoves are to be used in school 

meal preparation and will promote the health and 

environmental benefits of cooking with clean fuels. 

Each village received an additional cookstove to 

rotate amongst community members.  
 

• WFP completed the design of customised packages 

of assistance, aimed to strengthen the capacity of 

communities where the School Meals Programme is 

currently implemented and will be nationalised in 

the future. Based on community strength 

assessments conducted in 1,087 communities 

throughout 2017, the three packages take into 

consideration communities’ assessed: vulnerability; 

infrastructure; VEDC performance; and community 

awareness. All assistance packages look to increase 

community awareness and strengthen VEDCs, whilst 

package B adds water resource management and 

package C further adds strengthening food 

availability and resilience.   

Challenges 

• As of early 2018, funding gaps for Strategic 

Outcome 2—which aims to reduce stunting rates to 

national targets by 2025—necessitate prioritization 

of activities. Based on current forecasts, the phasing 

out of specialised nutritious food provision for 

pregnant and nursing women, planned for 2019, will 

commence in 2018.  

Partnerships 

• As part of the new partnership with the Lao Disabled 

People’s Association (LDPA), WFP staff received an 

initial training on the Convention on the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities within the Laos context, 

and the importance of the participation of persons 

with disabilities in decision-making processes 

concerning them, their livelihoods and their well-

being. The partnership facilitates the inclusion of 

disability issues and considerations into all aspects 

of WFP’s intervention in Laos. As part of this 

initiative, in December, WFP delivered food to a 

special needs school for hearing and visually 

impaired children in Vientiane.  

 

 

Lao PDR is a least developed country, ranking 138 

out of 188 countries in the 2015 Human 

Development Index. It has one of the lowest 

population densities in Asia at 27 people per km2. 

Up to 28 percent of the population lives below the 

national poverty line (USD 1.25/day), with a GNI 

per capita of USD 1,740 (World Bank 2015). The 

country is ranked 57 out of 145 nations in the 

Global Gender Gap Index 2015.  

 

While Lao PDR has managed to reduce the 

proportion of hungry poor to 23 percent, the 2015 

Global Hunger Index still rates hunger levels as 

“serious”.  Malnutrition remains a major challenge 

with stunting affecting 37.6 percent of boys and 

33.6 percent of girls (Lao Child Anthropometry 

Assessment Survey - 2015). 
 

Climate change is a key challenge facing rural 

livelihoods, and the country is the world’s 73rd most 

vulnerable to climate change due to its low 

adaptability and its dependence on climate-sensitive 

natural resources. Changing climate patterns, 

combined with poor access to both markets and 

diverse livelihoods, further worsen the situation in 

remote upland areas, where 25 percent of 

households are food insecure.  

 
WFP has been present in the country since 2000. 

 

 

 Country Background  

 

Contact info: phouthasinh.khamvongsa@wfp.org 

Country Director: Sarah Gordon-Gibson 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/lao-peoples-

democratic-republic 

 

Chronic malnutrition: 35.6% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

141 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Population: 6.5 million 

mailto:phouthasinh.khamvongsa@wfp.org

