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Highlights 

 The Executive Director visited Lao PDR from 28 to 30 

November and met with high level Government Officials, 

donors and the UN Country Team. The Executive Director 

commended the government for its leadership in 

localising the SDGs and its commitment to graduate to 

being a Middle Income Country (MIC) by focusing not 

only on economic growth, but human development as 

well. The ED also reiterated WFP’s commitment to 

working with the Government to achieve common 

national goals for the most vulnerable communities and 

ensure that no one is left behind for the country to 

achieve SDG 2 and become a Middle Income Country.  

 

 

Main 
Photo 

 

December 2016 
Credit: WFP/Maiko Tajima 
Caption: Children in a WFP-assisted school in Oudomxay 
province after eating their mid-morning snack.  

 

 

WFP Assistance 

 
Country Programme 

Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic 

 

DEV 200242 

(Jan 2012 – Feb 

2017)** 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

102 m 
70.6 m  
(71%) 

2.2 m 
(46%) 

*January 2017 – June 2017                                    **A new CSP is scheduled to launch in March 2017.  

WFP’s long-term goal in Lao PDR is to enhance food 

security and nutrition in the most vulnerable 

communities by implementing sustainable programmes. 

The Country Programme is in line with the 

Government’s 8th National Socio-Economic 

Development Plan (2016-2020), and other sectorial 

strategies, including United Nations Partnership 

Framework (2014-2018).   

In addition to building national capacity, WFP-supported 

activities address the three elements of food security 

by: i) increasing food availability, ii) improving 

households’ access to food, and iii) advocating for 

adequate food utilisation. To achieve this, WFP uses a 

lifecycle approach.  

The Mother and Child Health and Nutrition (MCHN) 

programme provides pregnant women and nursing 

mothers and children between 6-23 months of age with 

nutritional support through supplementary foods and 

food rations. The programme ensures nutritional 

balance to prevent chronic malnutrition.   

For pre-primary and primary school children, the school 

meals programme provides a nutritious snack or lunch 

to 140,000 children in 1,500 schools across seven 

provinces. In line with the Government’s School Lunch 

Policy (2014), WFP supports the transition from snack to 

lunch.  

 

 

The school meals programme includes setting up 

school gardens as part of the Government’s priority 

for home grown school feeding. WFP is working on a 

hand-over strategy of the programme to the 

Government. 

Through Food Assistance for Assets (FFA), WFP 

supports communities to build assets for the 

community, such as access roads or irrigation 

systems. These activities aim at encouraging self-

sufficiency and improving long-term food security in 

vulnerable communities.  

Located in a geographical area prone to natural 

disasters, Lao PDR is affected by recurring floods, 

excessive rain or persistent droughts leading to food 

insecurity. The Emergency Preparedness and 

Response programme aims at improving resilience to 

natural disasters in the Government and the 

communities through capacity development activities. 

In the event of an emergency, WFP maintains an 

emergency stock of food which can be distributed to 

the affected population. 

 

In Numbers 

231,274 
 

In Numbers 

228,505 
 

51% 49% 
People Assisted 
December 2016 



WFP Lao PDR Country Brief 
December 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

Donors 

USA, Australia, Japan, Luxembourg, Private Donors.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 The field work for the mid-term evaluation of the 

McGovern-Dole funded school meals programme was 

conducted in Oudomxay and Saravane provinces. The 

mission evaluated current achievements and noted 

best practices for improving future programme 

implementation. The final report will be completed by 
the end of February 2017. 

 Preparations for a Cost of Diet study with the Ministry 

of Health are underway. It will involve a market 

survey in five provinces (Vientiane, Phongsaly, 

Oudomxay, Savannakhet and Sekong). This study is 

part of a larger nutrient gap analysis which will be 
conducted in 2017.  

 The country office has submitted a proposal for the 

United States Department of Agriculture McGovern-

Dole (MGD) Program, to secure funding for school 

meals activities in Lao PDR over a five year period 
(2018-2022).   

 A workshop on System Approach for Better Education 

Results (SABER) was jointly organized by the Ministry 

of Education and Sports and WFP. The initiative aims 

to help the government identify the strengths and 

weaknesses of its existing school feeding programme, 
and develop a clear roadmap to improve it.  

 WFP attended an Emergency Response and 

Preparedness workshop organized by UN OCHA to 

better understand the current coordination and 

management arrangements regarding disaster 

preparedness and response. Participants agreed to 
revise the Inter-Agency Contingency Plan.  

 

Partnerships 

 WFP is working in partnership with Agrisud in 

Oudomxay province to promote efficient farming 

techniques and ensure food security. Agrisud’s local 

technical training encourages communities to expand 

the use of cover crops and save seeds in order to 

ensure better-organized farming and continuous 
access to nutritious food.  

 In partnership with the Ministry of Health and 

Population Services International, WFP has revised 

the nutrition awareness toolkit, which will be used for 

the campaigns in Oudomxay and Sekong provinces in 
early 2017.   

 WFP is in discussion with the Ministry of Labour and 

Social Welfare on strengthening the capacity of the 

government in mapping and Geographic Information 

Systems, better integration of disaster risk 

management and climate change laws, capacity 

development across the logistics sector as well as 

among emergency Information and Communications 
Technology staff.  

 
 

 
 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Lao PDR is one of the world’s least developed countries. 

It is a low income and food deficit country. It has one of 

the lowest population densities in Asia at 27 people per 

km2 with a third of all villages inaccessible by road during 

the May to September rainy season, and a further 5.4 

percent with no road access at all (Population and 

Housing Census 2015). Up to 28 percent of the 

population lives below the national poverty line (USD 

1.25/day) with a GDP per capita of USD 1,600 (World 

Bank 2015).  

Lao PDR has achieved Millennium Development Goal 1 by 

having halved the poverty rate in the period 1990-2015. 

However, 25.5 percent of children are still underweight, 

and 35.6 percent are stunted. Up to 55 percent of 

children from ethnic minorities are stunted. The 2015 

Global Hunger Index (GHI) rates hunger levels in Lao 

PDR as ‘Serious’ with a 28.5 GHI Score (on a scale from 

0 to 100, 0 being the best score or ‘no hunger’).  

While Lao PDR has experienced a positive development 

over the past decade (going down 8.4 points on the 

GHI), undernutrition, wasting and stunting rates remain 

amongst the highest in the region. WFP supports 40 out 

of the 49 officially recognized ethnic groups (World Bank 

2014).  

WFP has been present in the country since 1976. 

 

Contact info: lao.communication@wfp.org 

Country Director: Sarah Gordon-Gibson 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/lao  

 

Chronic malnutrition: 35.6% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

141 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Population: 6.5 million 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/lao

