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Regional Highlights 
 Nigeria and the Lake Chad Basin continue to witness violence, displacement and food insecurity. 

Violence perpetrated by Boko Haram and military operations against the group continue to cause 
displacements in Cameroon’s Far North Region, the Lac Region of Chad, Niger’s Diffa Region, and in north-
eastern Nigeria.  

 The 2016 Humanitarian Response Plans have been finalized for Cameroon, Chad, Niger and Nigeria. 
Overall, some 9.2 million people - out of a population of 20.1 million living in areas affected by Boko Haram 
violence - are in need of humanitarian assistance. 

 Security risks deteriorating during the dry season. The dry season, which typically runs from December 
to May, will likely ease the movement of the armed group around the Lake Chad area and other far-flung 
locations. 

 Some 4.5 million people facing severe food insecurity urgently need support in the region, 90 per cent 
of them in north-east Nigeria. In the Far North region of Cameroon, the number of people in need of 
immediate food assistance has quadrupled since June 2015. In Niger, a quarter of the 2 million food insecure 
people targeted for assistance are in Diffa.  

 

Humanitarian Needs 

Population movement 

 Boko Haram violence and military counter-offensives 
continue to cause displacements. Registration is 
ongoing for tens of thousands of displaced people recently 
identified in Chad’s western Lac Region. This is in addition 
to new displacements in recent months of 100,000 people 
in Niger’s Diffa Region, and 80,000 people in north-
eastern Nigeria. In Cameroon, 158,000 people have been 
displaced by the conflict. 

 Some 150,000 people are being encouraged to return 
to their homes in Nigeria. Humanitarian partners 
advocate that all returns be voluntary and informed. 
Conditions in return areas need to be appropriate for 
sustainable returns owing to insecurity, lack of essential 
services and the presence of unexploded ordinances.  

Protection  

 Suicide bombings have increased in frequency and 
geographical spread, becoming almost daily 
occurrences. Raids on villages and the use of improvised 
explosive devices by suspected Boko Haram members 
continue to cause widespread devastation. Most suicide 
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attacks are conducted by children, adolescents and women and target civilians in markets and mosques, and 
increasingly - internally displaced persons (IDPs) in sites.  

 Cases of recruitment of children have been reported, particularly of young girls and women to carry 
out suicide attacks. As a result, women and girls are subjected to stigmatization, which has led to an 
increased social acceptance of sexual and gender-based violence and harmful cultural practices, including 
early and forced marriage. 

 Social cohesion is at risk, particularly in Cameroon, Chad and Niger. Some communities perceived to be 
having links with Boko Haram face stigma and harassment. Distrust of refugees, displaced people and 
communities ethnically affiliated to Boko Haram supporters has led to inter-communal clashes. Vigilante groups 
established by the authorities have foiled many attacks, but have also reportedly committed exactions against 
minorities. 

Food Insecurity 

 Some 4.5 million people facing severe food insecurity urgently need support in the region, 90 per cent of 
them in north-east Nigeria. In the Far North region of Cameroon, the number of people in need of immediate food 
assistance has quadrupled since June 2015. Similarly, in the Mamdi department of Chad, the number of people 
facing severe food insecurity has risen tenfold in one year. In the Diffa region of Niger, 31 per cent of the 
population has reached crisis or emergency levels of food insecurity and preliminary results indicate a global 
acute malnutrition (GAM) rate of 22 per cent. Severe acute malnutrition rates for children under five have 
surpassed the emergency threshold in Borno and Yobe states in Nigeria, and in Cameroon, Chad and Niger. 
Throughout the region, around 310,000 are suffering from severe acute malnutrition. 

 WFP and its partners in recent weeks assisted thousands of people recently displaced by Boko Haram 
violence in Chad and Cameroon with food and nutrition support, the agency aims to reach up to 35,000 
displaced people who have so far not received any assistance. 

Security and Access 
 The security situation risks further deterioration during the dry season. The dry season, which typically 

runs from December to May, is likely to ease the movement of Boko Haram elements around the Lake Chad 
region and isolated locations to carry out attacks. Military operations are also expected to expand. 

 Multiple suicide bombings, carried out mostly by children, youth and women, continue to target civilians 
in all the four Lake Chad countries. Markets, mosques and IDP sites are being targeted. In recent weeks, 
Cameroon’s Far North region and north-eastern Nigeria have suffered most attacks. Attacks in late January in 
Hadjer-Lamis region in Chad, which is outside the Lac Region, illustrate the potential widening of the conflict. 

 Humanitarian response remains hampered by insecurity. In Nigeria’s Borno state, most affected by the 
violence, UN agencies’ movements are restricted in 88 per cent of the state. In Cameroon, insecurity continues to 
impact humanitarian access mainly in the departments of Mayo Sava, Mayo Tsanaga and Logone and Chari. 
Access to Diffa Region by international actors remains limited due to security threats and ongoing military 
operations, hence an increased reliance on national partners. The use of military escorts for UN agencies is 
mandatory. Only the Chadian Lac Region has seen some improvement with a series of assessment missions 
and delivery of assistance to more remote areas taking place since January. 

Advocacy and Humanitarian Funding 

 The humanitarian community requires US $520 million to provide relief to the 5.2 million most vulnerable 
people targeted. Nigeria represents the bulk of needs and requirements: some 3.9 million people living in the 
four affected states are targeted for assistance.  

 The Central Emergency Relief Fund (CERF) has allocated $31 million to life-saving activities in Boko 
Haram affected countries in December 2015. Of these, $10 million went to Nigeria and $7 each Cameroon, 
Chad and Niger.  

 The Regional Humanitarian Coordinator (RHC) conducted a tour of European capitals to enlist donor 
support in February.  In the coming month, the RHC will be travelling to the Gulf countries, including Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar, UAE, and Kuwait to raise awareness.  
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 The Emergency Directors Group (EDG) discussed the situation in the Lake Chad at its annual meeting 
with donors in January, including innovative approaches to funding the response in the region.  

 A high-level mission to Chad and Niger by the EU Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Civil 
Protection, the WFP Executive Director and the Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for the Sahel is 
scheduled for mid-March. 

 

Operational Updates by Country 

Nigeria  

 

  

 

 

 

 
 Assistance is limited by challenges in accessing populations in military controlled areas in Borno state, 

due to insecurity along the roads and the risk of mines. These areas include Dikwa town, where more than 
50,000 people are sheltered in a military camp. It also includes Gamboru Ngala town, where 50,000 Nigerian 
refugees in Cameroon were relocated since December 2015. In Gamboru Ngala, local authorities are providing 
assistance through the military to 8,000 people sheltering in a former school while the remaining 42,000 have 
returned to their homes, but are receiving no assistance. One third of Gamboru Ngala is destroyed. 

 Ongoing conflict, insecurity and the closure of markets by the military is further deteriorating food 
insecurity in Borno and Yobe states. Initial findings of a needs assessment in Nguru, Potiskum, Geidam and 
Bade Local Government Areas of Yobe State indicate food insecurity is on the rise due to depleted food 
production and stocks caused by conflict and escalating inflation. The MUAC screening of 604 under 5 children 
indicated 188 cases of moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) and 84 cases of severe acute malnutrition (SAM). The 
households’ food insecurity combined with poor hygiene and sanitation practice are contributing to an alarming 
rate of malnutrition in the areas visited. 
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 Price increases of basic food items have been reported in Maiduguri and Damaturu following a move by 
the military to close down markets in Borno and Yobe states to curb transactions with Boko Haram members.  

 The Government has launched the Recovery and Peace Building Assessment for the Northeast in 
collaboration with and supported by the World Bank, the European Union and the UN in the six northern 
States (Adamawa, Borno, Yobe, Bauchi, Gombe and Taraba). The assessment will provide a framework for 
coordinated and coherent support from humanitarian and development partners to complement government 
efforts towards restoring normalcy to affected communities, which will be supported by a conflict analysis. 

 

Cameroon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The humanitarian crisis in the Far North region continues to deteriorate. The increasing number of refugees 
and IDPs on top of the pre-existing nutrition crisis and increasing food insecurity has resulted in a complex 
humanitarian emergency. 

 The number of IDPs has increased by 70 per cent to a total of 158,000 in 2015. Around 34,000 are linked to 
floods in late 2015. At the same time around 30,000 IDPs returned to their homes, according to latest DTM (Nov 
2015). Some 60 per cent of all IDPs are located in the Logone-et-Chari department. 

 The Minawao refugee site now hosts more than 55,000 people, more than twice its capacity. Multi-sectoral 
response is ongoing. However, there are protection concerns for refugees outside camp, especially near the 
border areas.  

 In the Far North region, the global acute malnutrition (GAM) rate is 13.9 per cent (nearing the 15-per cent 
emergency threshold) with a MAM (moderate acute malnutrition) rate of 11 per cent and a SAM (severe acute 
malnutrition) rate of 2.2 per cent, which is above the emergency threshold. 

 Based on assessments and with a view to improve access to basic health care, ICRC has decided to 
support integrated health centres of Mémé (health district of Mora) and of Maltam (health district of Goulfey) in 
2016. 
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Chad 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 The humanitarian community is continuing its efforts to broaden the area of access to provide assistance 

to affected populations in remote areas in the north of the Lac region, which were inaccessible since May 2015 
for security reasons.  

 Tens of thousands IDPs have recently been identified in 22 sites in the north of the Lac region (Liwa and 
Daboua districts). The majority of the IDPs settled in the areas in November 2015 after fleeing their homes on 
Lake Chad islands near the Niger border on the order of the authorities ahead of military operations against Boko 
Haram. Other IDPs were displaced in June and July 2015 due to attacks as well as large scale military 
operations. 

 Urgent multi-sectoral assistance is needed for these particularly vulnerable displaced people who have not 
received any aid since the beginning of the crisis, particularly in five sites where the needs are considered to be 
most urgent. Global acute malnutrition in one of the 22 newly identified IDP sites has reached 27 per cent. 

 The humanitarian response to internally displaced people in the southern parts of the Lac region is 
ongoing, notably food distributions, nutrition and medical care.  

 The UN country team has developed a position paper on the Lac Region for a holistic approach to 
tackling immediate humanitarian needs while addressing structural and development issues. The paper 
was presented to authorities in N’Djamena and the Lac region. 
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Niger 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Some 100,000 people newly displaced in November 2015 have settled in more than 140 small 

spontaneous sites in Diffa. They are in dire need of shelter, non-food items, water sanitation and hygiene 
services. They are mainly IDPs, with some refugees and returnees. 

 In the Diffa region, one in two people has been displaced at least once since the beginning of the crisis. 
In addition, 460,000 people, or more than half of the population of the Diffa, are food insecure. The entire 
caseload is targeted by humanitarian partners for food assistance.  

 The Humanitarian Country Team is rolling out a Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) as it aims at providing 
shelters and non-food items within five days of the onset of a crisis.  

 Access to people in need is dependent upon the availability of military escorts. Escorts have been made 
mandatory for UN agencies. 

 According to the education cluster, around 9,000 pupils out of 12,600 who were unable to attend school 
in Diffa have returned to school thanks to a relocation programme put in place by the authorities and 
supported by the humanitarian actors. 
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The Humanitarian Response at a Glance 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information, please contact:  

Ivo Brandau, Head, Public Information Unit, OCHA-ROWCA, brandaui@un.org, Tel: +221 33 869 85 44, Cell +221 77 450 62 32 

Otto Bakano, Public Information Officer, bakano@un.org, Tel: +221 33 869 85 03, Cell +221 77 740 06 69 

 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org ; www.reliefweb.int   

To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: ocharowca@un.org 
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