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Regional Highlights 
 Recent improvements in humanitarian access have uncovered emergency levels of severe acute 

malnutrition (SAM) and famine-like conditions in Borno State, and particularly in 15 satellite camps, 
where some 275,000 people are living.   

 Boko Haram elements have mounted several attacks in recent weeks, displacing tens of thousands of 
people in the conflict-hit regions of the Lake Chad Basin. In Bosso area in the south-east of Niger, attacks 
displaced some 70,000 people.  

 In Chad, improved security has allowed humanitarian actors to accelerate delivery of assistance in 
previously hard-to reach areas in the western and northern parts of the Lac region.  

 A regional protection dialogue was held in Abuja from 6 - 8 June bringing together participants from the 
Governments of Cameroon, Chad, Niger and Nigeria, international and regional organizations, donor 
governments and civil society. The Governments agreed on measures to provide better protection and 
assistance to populations of the Lake Chad Basin, in particular to refugees and internally displaced 
persons.  

 The Governments of Cameroon, Nigeria and the UNHCR regional representative on 9 June initialled a 
tripartite agreement for the voluntary repatriation of Nigerian refugees in Cameroon. The official 
signing of the document is set for July. 

 The Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) approved US $10 million to respond to the humanitarian 
crisis in the Lac region and food insecurity in the Sahel regions of Chad. For Nigeria, the CERF disbursed 
$13 million on 27 June to provide life-saving assistance to 250,000 people in the conflict-hit north-
eastern region.  

 During the ECOSOC Humanitarian Affairs Segment, a dedicated side-event on the Lake Chad Basin, “Ending 
Needs in the Lake Chad Basin", explored how best to achieve collective outcomes for people affected by the 
crisis.  

 

Humanitarian Needs 

Population movement 

 Around 70,000 people have been displaced in Niger’s 
south-eastern Bosso area following the 3 - 6 June Boko 
Haram attacks that came in the wake of rising insecurity in and 
around the region. Many of the displaced had been evacuated 
a year ago from islands in Lake Chad for security reasons. 
Assistance is being provided in the various sites where the 
displaced have settled.  

 In Chad, according to a joint needs assessment conducted in 
eight recently identified sites in Liwa sub-prefecture and new 
registrations, there are now almost 112,000 displaced 
people, including around 66,000 registered internally displaced 
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persons (IDPs), 37,000 estimated displaced people yet to be registered, almost 9,000 Chadian returnees, and 
400 third-country nationals. In addition, there are almost 7,000 refugees.  

 During the first two weeks of June alone, at least 1,800 IDPs arrived at the Muna Garage Camp in Nigeria’s 
Borno State. Some 800 arrived on foot on 4 June from Mafa and other areas in eastern Borno, while another 
1,000 were registered on 8 June.   

Protection  

 The Governments of Cameroon, Chad, Niger and Nigeria on 8 June agreed on measures to provide 
better protection and assistance to populations of the Lake Chad Basin, in particular to refugees and 
internally displaced persons. The Governments, UN agencies and NGOs gathered for a UNHCR-led 
protection dialogue in Abuja also committed to take concrete steps to address key protection risks faced by 
the affected populations such as measures to ensure the civilian and humanitarian character of hosting areas 
and continued access to asylum, including respect for the principle of non-refoulement. 

 On 9 June, the Governments of Cameroon, Nigeria and the UNHCR regional representative initialled a 
tripartite agreement for the voluntary repatriation of Nigerian refugees in Cameroon. The official 
signing of the document is set for July. 

Food Insecurity 

 Around 3.8 million people are currently facing severe food insecurity across the Lake Chad Basin, 
where the lean season has now set in in many parts. The conflict has aggravated the effects of erratic rainfall 
and other environmental factors that hamper good food production. Those forced to flee their homes are 
among the worst-affected by the rising food shortages.  

 On 27 June, the government of Nigeria declared a food and nutrition emergency in Borno State. 
Alarming emergency levels of severe acute malnutrition (SAM) have been reported by UNICEF and 
partners in the 15 satellite camps in newly accessible areas in Borno State. These camps are in hard-to-
reach, insecure areas, many of them still in locations of active conflict. Humanitarian actors are working with 
the Government to provide the immediately required assistance. 

 Malnutrition rates in Chad are alarming. Preliminary results of a screening conducted in June by WFP 
on 11 sites report 33 per cent of MAM and 11.5 per cent of SAM among children under two - well above 
emergency thresholds of 15 per cent for MAM and 2 per cent for SAM. From 1 to 15 June, WFP provided 
assistance to over 37,000 displaced people in these 11 sites, and 3,200 children received a malnutrition 
prevention ration.  

Advocacy and Humanitarian Funding 
 The Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) approved - under its rapid response window - a 

US$10 million allocation to respond to the humanitarian crisis in the Lac region and food insecurity in the 
Sahel regions of Chad. Intervention sectors include nutrition, food security, health, water sanitation and 
hygiene (WASH), protection, and shelter/non-food items/CCCM. 

 For Nigeria, the CERF disbursed $13 million to provide life-saving assistance to 250,000 people in the 
conflict-hit north-eastern region. The funds will support the provision of food, cash for food purchase, 
special child nutritional supplements, protection and health services to the most vulnerable people in the 
newly accessible areas through disbursements to FAO, UNDSS, UNFPA, UNHAS, UNHCR, UNICEF and 
WFP. 

 The ECOSOC side-event on the Lake Chad Basin, ‘Ending needs in the Lake Chad Basin: working together 
to leave no one behind’ took place on 27 June. The USG for Humanitarian Affairs, the US Permanent 
Representative to the UN, the Nigerien Minister of Humanitarian Action and Disaster Management, the ECHO 
Director-General, the World Bank Senior Advisor for the African Region and the Regional Humanitarian 
Coordinator for the Sahel participated in the event. Panellists stressed the need to step up the humanitarian 
presence across the region, to strengthen the humanitarian-development nexus and to secure stronger 
advocacy and support from donors. They also called on Governments in the region to timely implement the 
Abuja Action Statement following the Regional Protection Dialogue. The UK in particular announced that they 
will increase their funding to respond to humanitarian needs in the region through DFID.   
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Operational Updates by Country 

 

Nigeria  

 

  

 

 

 

 
 Severe malnutrition has struck tens of thousands of displaced people at a camp in Bama in the east of 

Borno. Between 13 and 15 June, Nigerian authorities and a local NGO evacuated 1,192 people requiring 
medical care from Bama to Maiduguri, the capital of Borno. Humanitarian organizations have been providing 
assistance and are working to broaden response. 

 A rapid inter-agency mission, led by OCHA Cameroon, was conducted on 28 June to Banki, Borno State. 
Preliminary reports confirmed that urgent, life-saving assistance is required. Banki is accessible via 
Cameroon by road but the main constraint remains the presence of improvised explosive devices and risk of 
attacks. IDPs are estimated at 15,000 people and are located in abandoned houses. There are no 
social services and no civil authority. The military confirmed that 3-4 people are dying per day mainly 
due to malnutrition. Urgent needs include food, nutrition, health care and the provision of water. 

 Boko Haram attacks continue to cause death and destruction: on 16 June, Boko Haram fighters killed 24 
people, mostly women, looted food and burned down houses in a village near Gulak town in the north-eastern 
Adamawa State. In Borno’s capital Maiduguri, twin explosions on 17 June were detonated by suspected Boko 
Haram elements. No casualties were reported. Boko Haram is reportedly trying to re-establish presence in 
the city which hosts some 1.4 million IDPs.  

 Humanitarian actors and the Government deliver aid in response to increasing needs: On 6 June, the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs presented 1,350 metric tons of maize to officials of Yobe State government as part 
of Federal Government support to IDPs who have been returning to their communities. The Nigerian 
immigration service in collaboration with the Ministry of Rehabilitation, Reconstruction and Resettlement, 
registered 30,000 returnees at different locations in the northern parts of Yobe State.  

 Planning for increased GBV support in Borno: GBV partners announced plans to expand operations 
outside Maiduguri to cover identified needs. In Maiduguri, the sector experiences challenges in receiving 
reports of violations by survivors. Partners observed that many women in Maiduguri were turning to survival 
sex due to lack of access to livelihoods. A Real-Time Accountability Partnership (RTAP) team will be 
conducting a baseline study in Nigeria from 11 to 15 July to explore good practices in the prevention and 
response to GBV. The RTAP is a multi-agency initiative on addressing gender-based violence in 
emergencies comprising representatives from OCHA, IRC, UNFPA, UNICEF, UNHCR, and the USAID's 
Office of United States Foreign Disaster Assistance.  

 Rainy season preparations: The WASH and Health sectors in Borno State are mapping existing capacity to 
respond to any outbreak during the rainy season. The CCCM/Shelter/NFI sector in Borno has completed the 
matrix of needs in key Maiduguri camps and allocated key responsibilities. FAO and ADP registered the 8,400 
beneficiaries for seed support in Damaturu, Gujba and Gulani LGAs of Yobe State. They also delivered seeds 
to Yobe and distributed food vouchers to 900 households. Partners are also responding with WASH and 
emergency education in Borno and Adamawa states. 

 The African Union (AU) conducted a humanitarian assessment in north-eastern Nigeria from 5 - 12 June to 
inform AU decision-makers about the ongoing crisis and the impact of Boko Haram violence.   
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Cameroon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Humanitarian partners conducted a joint multi-sector rapid needs assessment on 1 - 7 June in Logone 
& Chari department of Far North region which hosts 60 per cent of IDPs. The assessment is to help 
prepare coordinated response to the most vulnerable populations, in particular for IDPs and host communities. 
The initial findings have identified the following priority sectors: for adult men and women: health, food security, 
water; for children: education, health and food security. 

 A rapid assessment of the frontier town of Banki in Nigeria took place after OCHA Nigeria received 
reports of IDPs in need of assistance. The assessment was led from the Cameroonian side to determine 
the immediate needs of the affected communities. The area is difficult to reach due to insecurity particularly 
from the Nigerian side. The assessment found urgent needs in all humanitarian sectors, with the provision of 
food, water, nutrition and health care being the most pressing. 

 An Emergency Response Preparedness workshop took place in Yaoundé from 13 - 15 June, drawing 
participants from the humanitarian community, the Government and the civil protection agency. The 
workshop identified four risk scenarios that Cameroon could face in the coming months: drought, flooding, 
epidemics and socio-political disorder/civil unrest. The next stage, now underway, is the development of 
contingency plans to facilitate an efficient response should these risks materialise. 

 

Chad  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*65.7k have been registered since May 2015, the rest are estimated based on information shared by local authorities and rapid assessments/ 
surveys by humanitarian partners. 
 

 The security context remains stable but fragile in the Lac region. The latest incident was reported on 1 
June, when two vehicles of the Multinational Joint Taskforce exploded after hitting improvised explosive 
devices between Kaiga-Ngouboua and Kaiga-Litri, killing 14 soldiers and wounding 16. The deployment of 
Chadian soldiers in Niger (Bosso) to support the neighbouring country‘s efforts against armed groups, could 
lead to resurgence attacks and possibly new population displacements. 

 According to the results of the latest rapid assessments and registration missions, there are now almost 
112,000 displaced people, including around 66,000 registered IDPs, 37,000 estimated displaced people yet to 
be registered, almost 9,000 Chadian returnees, and 400 third-country nationals. In addition, there are almost 
7,000 refugees.  

 With the easing of access restrictions, humanitarian actors have been able to reach eight newly 
identified sites around Liwa hosting mainly internally displaced people and Chadian returnees, including five 
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priority sites where the humanitarian situation is alarming. Priority needs are food, access to safe drinking 
water and health care. In-depth sectoral assessments are necessary to initiate an appropriate response. The 
UN country team is reviewing its programme criticality in the Lac region, in particular the feasibility of doing 
additional activities around Lake Chad. The mandatory use of armed escort by all agencies was recently lifted 
for missions between Baga Sola and Liwa which will enable increased assistance in the northern areas of the 
Lac region. 

 Humanitarian assistance continues to meet pressing needs. From 1 to 15 June, WFP provided food 
assistance to over 37,000 displaced people in 11 sites, and 3,200 children received malnutrition prevention 
ration. UNICEF finalized the Transit and Orientation Centre to monitor children associated with armed forces in 
Bol, and continues the construction of 36 classrooms on sites around Bol and Baga-Sola. The ICRC conducted 
a multi-sectoral intervention targeting 5,300 households in 17 sites, which received food, NFI, seed and farming 
equipment.  

 The humanitarian presence expands to better respond to vital needs. Action against Hunger started two 
projects to respond to emergency needs in WASH. In addition, ACTED is expanding its food security and 
nutrition activities in partnership with WFP, through the provision of food to over 42,000 displaced people on 
the Baga-Sola - Liwa - Daboua axis. IRC is also intervening through a health and nutrition project with a mental 
health and SGBV component around Liwa, while OXFAM is deploying in Baga-Sola and Daboua to start 
WASH activities.   

 Despite these efforts, many needs are yet to be covered. Malnutrition rates are alarming according to 
preliminary results of a screening conducted in June by WFP on 11 sites, which report 33 per cent of MAM 
and 11.5 per cent of SAM among children under two (well above emergency thresholds of 15 per cent for 
MAM and 2 per cent for SAM). Estimated WASH needs require at least 2,500 emergency latrines and 27,000 
family latrines, hygiene and sanitation promotion activities in at least 100 host villages in the sub-prefectures 
of Bol, Baga-Sola, Liwa and Daboua, and at least 188 water points in Liwa, Daboua, Bol, Tchoukoualia and 
Kangalom sites. As regards education, the non-payment of subsidies in arrears for over twenty months for 
community teachers remains an important issue to address, in particular in preparation of the 2016-2017 
schoolyear.   

 The Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) approved - under its rapid response window - a US 
$10 million allocation to respond to the humanitarian crisis in the Lac region and food insecurity in the Sahel 
regions of Chad. Intervention sectors include nutrition, food security, health, water sanitation and hygiene 
(WASH), protection, and shelter/non-food items/CCCM. 

 On 4 June President Idriss Deby visited the Lac region and announced a grant of 5 billion CFA francs, around 
US$8.5 million, to implement urgent development programmes in health, education, water sectors and 
instructed government officials to be more involved in development programmes and to follow-up closely 
investments made by government. 

 

Niger 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Insecurity in the southern Diffa region has significantly deteriorated. A series of raids by Boko Haram 

elements in early June came in the wake of rising incidents of insecurity around Bosso area. In what is 
believed to be the deadliest attack since April 2015, Boko Haram attacked the town of Bosso on 3 June, 
killing 26 soldiers, injuring 112 people and setting off waves of displacement of around 70,000 people, 60 per 
cent of whom are minors. Some people are reported to have died of thirst as they were trying to reach safer 
areas. 
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 According to humanitarian and security sources, several Boko Haram elements have infiltrated 
displacement sites. On 16 June Boko Haram attacked the Nguagam site hosting newly arrived refugees and 
IDPs shortly after the visit of a large ministerial delegation led by Prime Minister Mohamed Bazoum. The 
Prime Minister, the Humanitarian Coordinator and representatives of agencies had been visiting spontaneous 
displacement sites where people had regrouped following the 3 June attack. Many of the newly displaced 
people are also hosted by local families while others have settled in public buildings (schools, markets etc.), 
in the open along the national highway or in the bush. 

 Following the recent attacks, humanitarian actors have mobilised emergency stocks and have been 
responding to urgent needs of the newly displaced, particularly potable water, food, shelters and 
health care. WFP announced that it was doubling food aid to Niger. Access to water is one of the top 
priorities as water is being distributed by trucks, but the quantity is insufficient. Rising tensions have already 
resulted in one death following a clash between herders and groups of displaced people. A mobile clinic is 
operating in accessible areas where displaced people have settled. The number of people who are being 
covered by the health centre of Kidjendi has increased tenfold. High energy biscuits are being distributed as 
safer conditions are awaited for full ration distributions. The Government is also providing transport to ferry 
people displaced in the bush to formal sites.   

 Additional resources are urgently required and must be made available immediately to prevent a 
humanitarian disaster. To date, about 25 per cent of the required US$74 million for the Diffa region has 
been mobilized. This requirement had not yet taken into account the needs of the newly displaced population. 
On 15 June, the Government launched an appeal to the international community calling for a scale-up of the 
response. Before the latest wave of displacement, 240,000 people had already been displaced by Boko-
Haram violence in Diffa region.  

 Large scale military operations are underway in Bosso and Garin-Dogo areas. At the request of Niger 
President Mahamadou Issoufou, Chad deployed 2,000 troops to Niger in June. 
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