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Regional Highlights 
 Humanitarian organizations have requested for US$1.5 billion in 2017 to assist 8.2 million people left 

destitute by the long-running Boko Haram-linked conflict cross the Lake Chad Basin. The violence has 
so far displaced around 2.4 million people, stoked high levels of food insecurity and malnutrition and 
accentuated the hardship and suffering faced by some of the world’s most deprived populations.  

 Of the $739 million requested this year for the Lake Chad Basin humanitarian emergency 49 per cent 
had been received by December 2016. 

 Around 4.7 million people are currently struggling with high levels of food insecurity in Nigeria’s 
north-eastern Adamawa, Borno and Yobe states, up from 4.4 million between June and August, according 
to the latest food security analysis. The figure is projected to rise to 5.1 million between June and August 
2017.  

 In Chad, more than 136,000 people are expected to suffer severe food insecure during the lean 
season in 2017 in the western Lac region, according to the November Cadre Harmonisé food security 
analysis. This represents a slight increase (around 2,500 people) compared to 2016.  

 Harvests from the 2016 - 2017 farming season in Niger are deemed average to good. Some 340,000 
people, or 51 per cent of the population of the south-eastern Diffa region, will need food assistance in 2017. 
This represents a 26-per cent decline compared to 2016. 

 The authorities in Cameroon’s Far North region have reopened the border with Nigeria which had 
been closed for over two years. The closure had stymied cross-border trade and movement and curtailed 
local economic and livelihood activities.  

 

Humanitarian Needs 

Population movement 

 Around 199,000 people are internally displaced in 
Cameroon’s Far North region mainly due to Boko Haram’s 
insurgency. The majority - 72 per cent - lives in host 
communities. The rest have rented houses, live in makeshift 
camps or in the open. 

 Forty-six per cent of displacements in Diffa region in the 
south-east of Niger are due to Boko Haram-related attacks, 
according to a survey by Danish Refugee Council in October. 
The threat of attacks has led to the preventive displacement of 
37 per cent of people. The survey also revealed that the large 
majority of displaced people have expressed their willingness to 
return to their community of origin once the security situation 
improves. 
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Food Insecurity 

 Around 4.7 million people are currently struggling with high levels of food insecurity in Nigeria’s 
north-eastern Adamawa, Borno and Yobe states, up from 4.4 million between June and August, according 
to the latest food security analysis. The figure is projected to rise to 5.1 million between June and August 
2017.  

 In Cameroon, WFP is scaling up food and nutrition assistance in Logone and Chari department of the Far 
North region, with the aim of reaching up to 320,000 people by the end of 2016. In October, an additional 
20,000 newly identified IDPs and 30,000 children younger than two years received assistance through food 
and nutrition programmes. In October, 8,000 IDPs, previously enrolled in food assistance programmes, were 
provided with mobile phones to receive cash transfers. 

 Nutrition surveys in Niger’s Diffa region show a slowdown in global acute malnutrition rates, 
dropping from 17 per cent in 2016 to 11.4 per cent today. However, in certain departments the situation is 
still critical: in N'Gourti department, the global acute malnutrition rate is 17.3 per cent; in Mainé Soroa, severe 
acute malnutrition rate is at 3.2 per cent and in Goudoumaria, chronic malnutrition stands at 60.4 per cent.  

Protection 

 An October survey by Danish Refugee Council on civilian protection in 47 of the 60 displacement 
sites in Diffa revealed a high level of vulnerability of children displaced by the conflict. The 
assessment reports that almost 400 households are headed by children. Out of 42 surveyed sites, forced 
marriage is highly prevalent in 26, while early marriage is widespread in 31 of those sites. Garin Wanzam in 
the commune of Gueskerou, one of the largest sites in the Diffa region hosting 36,000 people, accounts for 
the largest number of children heads of households and separated/non accompanied children. Separated 
children and non-accompanied children have been registered respectively in 68 and 51 per cent of 
displacement sites. Cases of forced enrolment with armed groups have also been found prevalent in a 
quarter of the sites. 

 The Nigerian Government on 14 November deployed a team from the Office of the National Security Advisor 
to the President following allegations of abuse of women and girls in displacement camps in the 
country’s north-east. The move follows the deployment of some 100 female police officers to camps to 
ensure the protection of women. Male officers are now restricted to camp entrances and surroundings to 
provide general security. In October, Human Rights Watch reported sexual abuse of women and girls in 
camps by security officers. 

Advocacy and Humanitarian Funding 

 On 7 December, the Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for the Sahel, in Dakar, launched the overview of the 
2017 humanitarian appeals in eight Sahel countries. Of the total amount of $ 2.7 billion required in eight 
Sahel countries, more than 55 per cent, or 1.5 billion will be required to respond to the Lake Chad Basin 
crisis. This includes $1.05 billion for the affected regions in north-east Nigeria, $191 million for Cameroon, 
$121 million for Chad, and $140 million for Niger. The Humanitarian Response Plans in the four countries are 
being finalised. 

 The Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) has provided a total of over $52 million for life-saving 
humanitarian support in Nigeria ($23.5 million), Chad ($20 million), Niger ($5 million) and Cameroon ($4.2 
million) in 2016.  

Coordination 

 The IASC Emergency Directors are undertaking a joint mission to Nigeria on 29 November - 2 December 
2016 to discuss how to best support the scale-up of humanitarian assistance in north-eastern Nigeria. The 
mission focuses on gender-based violence and prevention of sexual exploitation and abuse. 
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Operational Updates by Country 

Nigeria  

 

  

 

 

 

 
*Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) round XI based on accessible areas. However, not all areas were reached by the DTM and some areas 
are known to have both a sizeable displaced and host population.  
  

 Humanitarian partners are requesting for more than US$1 billion to provide assistance in 2017 to 
people in need in Adamawa, Borno and Yobe states most-affected by the Boko Haram-related 
violence. The plan will address the needs of almost 7 million people in dire need of nutrition, food, shelter, 
health, education, protection and the water and sanitation needs of a very vulnerable population. A projected 
5.1 million people will face serious food shortages as the conflict and risk of unexploded improvised devices 
have hampered farming for a third year in a row, causing a major food crisis. 

 In the conflict-hit Adamawa, Borno and Yobe states, some 4.7 million people are already struggling 
with high levels of food insecurity, up from 4.4 million in June - August. 

 After a three-month lull, Boko Haram gunmen have stepped up attacks targeting camps hosting the 
displaced, military positions and public places in Maiduguri, the capital of the north-eastern Borno. 
Several attacks have been reported since late October. On 23 November, two suicide bombers detonated 
explosives outside a camp for the displaced in Maiduguri. On 18 November, an explosive device went off 
near a police post, killing six people. Another one targeted the federal high court complex where the assailant 
was arrested while trying to detonate explosives.  

 The Government on 14 November deployed a team from the Office of the National Security Advisor to the 
President following allegations of abuse of women and girls in displacement camps in the country’s 
north-east. The move follows the deployment of some 100 female police officers to camps to ensure the 
protection of women. Male officers are now restricted to camp entrances and surroundings to provide general 
security. In October, Human Rights Watch reported sexual abuse of women and girls in camps by security 
officers. 

 As some areas previously held by Boko Haram become more accessible, civilians in those areas are 
beginning to receive some assistance from the Government and humanitarian organizations. Many of them 
critically need food, water, health and sanitation services as well as protection, shelter and nutrition 
assistance.    
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Cameroon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Humanitarian organizations have requested $191 million to assist 767,000 people affected by the 

ongoing Boko Haram-related conflict. Since the start of 2015, the number of internally displaced 
persons has more than doubled, reaching around 200,000 in October 2016. Food insecurity remains 
alarmingly high. Around 1.5 million people in the Far North region are food insecure, with 180,000 at 
emergency level. Severe acute malnutrition has reached emergency threshold in Logone and Chari 
department. Two out of three people affected by acute malnutrition in Cameroon live in the Far North. 

 On 12 November the Governor of the Far North region announced the reopening of the border with 
Nigeria, which had been closed for over two years. The closure had stymied cross-border trade and 
movement and curtailed local economic and livelihood activities.  

 Boko Haram elements continue to launch assaults and suicide attacks in the Far North region. In November, 
several attacks were reported against civilians and military positions. Between 21 and 23 November, four 
attacks hit Kolofata and Mora areas, injuring six people. The end of the rainy season is believed to be 
easing the movement of the armed group across the borders of the Lake Chad Basin countries.  

 The Rapid Intervention Brigade which provides escorts to humanitarian actors in the Far North has scaled 
down to thrice weekly and will completely halt the escorts by the end of the year due to limited resources and 
involvement in military operations. Many humanitarian organizations and UN agencies use escorts when 
operating on the main national highway. While alternative options to escorts are under consideration, the 
move will significantly affect humanitarian to worst-affected areas such as Logone and Chari and Kolofata. 

 Around 199,000 people are internally displaced in the Far North region mainly due to Boko Haram’s 
insurgency. The majority - 72 per cent - lives in host communities. The rest have rented houses, in makeshift 
camps or living in the open. According to IOM’s return intention survey conducted in October, 71 per cent of 
the displaced indicated their intention to remain at the displacement site; returns are primarily prevented by 
fear and trauma associated with conflict and displacement. An additional 26,000 unregistered refugees and 
36,000 returnees are also in the region.   

 FAO has provided seeds, fertilizers and farm tools to returnees and vulnerable communities residing in the 
conflict-affected areas. The assistance, focusing on women and youth, reached 33,500 people. FAO has also 
set up a sub office in Maroua, as part of its increased capacity to respond.  

 WFP is scaling up food and nutrition assistance Logone and Chari department of the Far North region, with 
the aim of reaching up to 320,000 people by the end of 2016. In October, an additional 20,000 newly 
identified IDPs and 30,000 children younger than two years received assistance for food and nutrition 
programmes. In October, 8,000 IDPs, previously enrolled in food assistance programmes, were provided with 
mobile phones to receive cash transfers.  

 Around 30,000 refugee and IDP children (60 per cent of the target) so far have access to education in the Far 
North region. More than 30,000 children have been registered for the 2016 - 2017 academic year at Minawao 
refugee camp and in host communities. 
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Chad  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 To assist 232,000 people affected by the conflict around the Lake Chad basin, aid organizations have 
appealed for $120 million for 2017. The violence has so far displaced some 125,000 people (refugees, 
IDPs and returnees) in the western Lac region and worsened the vulnerability of the host population and the 
displaced. Global acute malnutrition, for instance, now stands at 12.2 per cent, while severe acute 
malnutrition is 2.1 per cent, slightly above the two per cent emergency threshold. 

 More than 1,000 people, 70 per cent of whom are children and women, have fled Boko Haram ranks 
around the border areas since July and have been transferred to Baga Sola locality. On 24 November 
the authorities handed over 714 children and women to the traditional leaders of their areas of origin. They 
have so far received no assistance in terms of basic services and reintegration. The remaining 315 men and 
possibly adolescents are still being held by the authorities at Baga Sola high school. The status of these 
people has yet to be determined by the competent authorities. More people are reportedly deserting the ranks 
of the armed group.  

 The annual rise of the Lake Chad waters is complicating access, forcing humanitarian organizations to 
seek alternative routes to reach Fourkouloum, Ngouboua, Kaiga Ngouboua and Tchoukoutalia localities. 
Around 6,000 hectares of crops had also been flooded by the end of October as waters rose in the 
lake’s various branches, according to the authorities.  

 An ongoing civil servants’ strike over non-payment of salaries and scrapping of allowances has crippled 
education and health services. Only seven of the 450 schools in the Lac region are currently functional. 
The strike has forced a complete shut-down of the Baga Sola hospital.  

 Recurrent fire accidents have affected more than 560 people in November and caused huge damages. More 
than 140 huts, food stocks and household items were destroyed in two separate fire accidents in Kaiga 
Kindjiria and Tchoukoutalia areas. Plans are underway to provide assistance to those affected. Earlier in 
November, fires also destroyed two markets in Baga Soma and Selia localities. 

 Humanitarian assistance is increasing with the arrival of new partners to address the needs of the 
population in the Lac region. Islamic Relief Worldwide and World Vision are considering multisector 
operations (food security, water hygiene and sanitation, protection, non-food items), and INTERSOS is 
considering a health/nutrition assistance in 30 sites along the Liwa-Daboua road. The Association of Female 
Lawyers of Chad has opened an office in Baga Sola and Bol to assist gender-based violence victims and 
provide psychosocial and legal care. 

 Secondary displacements continue. There are currently around 118,000 displaced people, including internally 
displaced persons, Chadian returnees and third-country nationals in the Lac region in addition to around 
8,200 refugees. 

 Civil-military coordination has been set up in Baga-Sola due to the necessity to maintain a clear distinction 
between humanitarian and military organizations, in order to protect access and humanitarian principles and 
ensure the safety of humanitarian workers. Civil-military coordination aims at creating an official and regular 
space for dialogue between the forces present in the region (Chadian army, Multinational Joint Taskforce, 
national security forces) and humanitarian partners, with an objective to maintain liaison with the military, 
promote humanitarian principles and discuss issues of access and protection of civilians. 

 Results from the November Cadre Harmonisé food security analysis show that more than 136,000 people 
are expected to suffer severe food insecure during the lean season in 2017 in the Lac region. This 
represents a slight increase (around 2,500 people) compared to 2016. Overall, however, 283,000 people are 
projected to suffer food insecurity in the lean season in 2017, marginally lower than the 312,000 this year. 
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Niger 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 In 2017, humanitarian organizations plan to assist 325,000 people left destitute by the long-running 

violence across the Lake Chad Basin and have requested $140 million to deliver aid. In the south-
eastern Diffa region, some 340,000 people are expected to face food insecurity, around 12,000 children will 
be severely malnourished and almost 45,000 will suffer from moderate malnutrition. The violence has 
uprooted more than 300,000 people. 

 Despite intense military operation by the Multinational Joint Task Force there was an upsurge in 
security incidents compared to October, with almost four times the number of attacks by Boko Haram in 
the first three weeks of November than in the whole of October.  Sometimes multiple attacks occurred the 
same day. The gunmen targeted villages and looted food stocks and health centres. 

 Harvests from the 2016 - 2017 farming season are deemed average to good. Some 340,000 people, or 
51 per cent of the population of Diffa region, will need food assistance in 2017. This represents a 26-per 
cent decline compared to 2016. Fodder shortages are estimated at around 15,000 tons. Already this year, the 
crisis has caused the loss of 50,000 heads of cattle and displaced 10,000 pastoral households. 

 Nutrition surveys in Diffa region show a slowdown in global acute malnutrition rates, dropping from 17 per 
cent in 2016 to 11.4 per cent today. However, in certain departments the situation is still critical: in N'Gourti 
department, the global acute malnutrition rate is 17.3 per cent; in Mainé Soroa, severe acute malnutrition rate 
is at 3.2 per cent and in Goudoumaria, chronic malnutrition stands at 60.4 per cent.  

 An October survey by Danish Refugee Council on civilian protection in 47 of the 60 displacement 
sites in Diffa revealed a high level of vulnerability of children displaced by the conflict. The 
assessment reports that almost 400 households are headed by children. Out of 42 surveyed sites, forced 
marriage is highly prevalent in 26, while early marriage is widespread in 31 of those sites. Garin Wanzam in 
the commune of Gueskerou, one of the largest sites in the Diffa region hosting 36,000 people, accounts for 
the largest number of children heads of households and separated/non accompanied children. Separated 
children and non-accompanied children have been registered respectively in 68 and 51 per cent of 
displacement sites. Cases of forced enrolment with armed groups have also been found prevalent in a 
quarter of the sites. 

 The DRC findings also show that Boko Haram attacks have caused 46 per cent of displacements, while the 
threat of attacks has led to the preventive displacement of 37 per cent of people. The survey also revealed 
that the large majority of displaced people have expressed their willingness to return to their community of 
origin once the security situation improves. 

 According to the 2016 Global Terrorism Index (GTI), Niger went from very low levels of terrorism to be 
amongst the 10 countries at the top of the GTI. Niger had eight times more deaths in 2015 than in the 
previous 15 years as a result of Boko Haram’s expansion: it recorded 11 terrorism-related deaths in 
2014, rising to 649 in 2015. This is the largest proportional increase of any country. 
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