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Regional Highlights 

 Humanitarian partners in Nigeria are preparing contingency plans for the possible return of around 75,000 
Nigerian refugees from Cameroon. Incidents of forceful returns continue to be reported despite an 
agreement signed in March by Cameroon, Nigeria and UNHCR on voluntary repatriation. In Banki town, 
the military recently reported that around 1,000 people arrived every week from neighbouring Cameroon and 
warned that the small border town was being overwhelmed by the influx.  

 Chad, Niger and Nigeria conducted polio vaccination drives in March and April targeting millions of children. 
The vaccination campaigns were part of synchronized operations in 13 African countries targeting 
more than 116 million children under five, in an attempt at definitively eradicating polio in the 
continent. New polio cases erupted last year in Nigeria’s Borno state. The risk of contagion in the Lake Chad 
region is high due to population movements and low immunization coverage of children. 

 Food assistance is being ramped up. Around 2.1 million people in north-eastern Nigeria received food 
assistance in March, up from 1.7 million the previous month. In Cameroon, WFP provided food assistance to 
140,000 displaced people in March, increasing from 113,000 the previous month.  
 

Situation overview 

 Military offensives by Nigerien forces and troops from the 
Multinational Joint Task Force (MNJTF) as well as Boko Haram 
attacks have complicated humanitarian access in areas around 
Chetimari and Gueskerou in the country’s south-east. A vehicle 
belonging to an NGO was shot at on April 15. A week earlier, 
Boko Haram gunmen raided for a second time a health centre 
in Boudoum and stole supplies. 

 Insecurity remains high in Cameroon’s Far North region. In the 
first two weeks of April alone, Boko Haram fighters launched 
several attacks in various localities: a military base in Mayo 
Moskota area came under attack and around 30 of the 
attackers were killed in the assault, while 10 people were killed 
and 13 wounded in two separate attacks. Civilians are also 
traumatized by kidnappings by armed gangs.  

 In Nigeria’s north-eastern Adamawa, Borno and Yobe states, 
some 1.69 million people remain displaced. Military operations, 
inter-community clashes and the search for livelihood 
opportunities are driving population movements, according to 
IOM. 
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Population Movement 
 UNHCR conducted a “return intention” survey in Borno in north-east Nigeria from 4 - 9 April and found that 86 

per cent of the 8,656 households (64,586 people) surveyed were willing to return to their areas of origin. 
Seventy-nine per cent cited destruction or damage of their property as hindrance to returning.    

 As of 16 April, more than 1,700 Nigerian refugees had left the Minawao camp for Banki town in neighbouring 
Nigeria. UNHCR confirmed that the returns were voluntary. The upcoming farming season, perception of 
improved security in Banki and a reduction in food and water supply in Maniwao are driving the returns. 

 In Cameroon’s Far North region, there are currently 204,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) due to 
conflict - an increase of around 17 per cent compared to January, IOM’s March Displacement Tracking Matrix 
showed. The region also hosts more than 94,000 refugees from Nigeria, up from around 87,000 at the start of 
the year. 

Food Insecurity and Malnutrition 

 Around 2.1 million people in north-eastern Nigeria received food assistance in March, up from 1.7 million the 
previous month. However, insufficient funding could force a cut-back, especially of operations to stock up 
supplies in strategic locations ahead of the May - June rainy season when road transport becomes difficult. 

 In Cameroon, WFP provided food assistance to 140,000 displaced people in March, up from 113,000 the 
previous month. In April, the agency introduced an emergency school meals programme for 80,000 children 
in the Boko Haram affected areas. 

 Humanitarian organisations in Niger’s Diffa region provided food, either in kind or in cash, to 257,000 people 
in the first quarter of this year. Meanwhile, 77,500 people now also have access to potable water every day.  

Protection 

 Twenty-seven children have been used in suicide attacks in the conflict-affected Lake Chad Basin areas in 
the first three months of 2017 - three times as many compared to the same period last year, UNICEF 
reported on 12 April. Consequently, girls, boys and even infants have been viewed with increasing fear at 
markets and checkpoints, where they are thought to carry explosives. 

 Nigerian authorities on 10 April released nearly 600 women, children and elderly men who were held in Giwa 
military barracks in Maiduguri, the capital of Borno state. They were held under administrative custody on 
alleged association with Boko Haram militants. 

 Boko Haram on 6 May released 82 girls held captive for more than three years. They are among more than 
270 schoolgirls the gunmen kidnapped in Chibok area in the north-eastern Borno state in April 2014. They 
were freed reportedly after negotiations in exchange for some of the group’s detained leaders. Similar 
negotiations led to the release of 21 girls in October 2016. 

Advocacy and Humanitarian Funding 

 As of 4 May, the US$1.5 billion for humanitarian assistance in the Lake Chad basin had received only 17 per 
cent of the funds. Nigeria’s $1.05 billion budget was the highest funded of the four countries at 20.3 per cent. 
Chad’s $121 million had only received 2.6 per cent of the funds. Coordination was the highest funded sector 
at 59 per cent, followed by logistics and protection at 46 and 19 per cent respectively.  
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Operational Updates by Country 

Nigeria  

 

  

 

 

 
 
 

 Some 1.69 million people remained displaced in Adamawa, Borno and Yobe states as of March, a drop of 
around 78,000 from the February count, IOM’s Displacement Tracking Matrix showed. Boko Haram attacks, 
return to accessible areas, movement to other localities or return to villages ahead of the planting season are 
some of the causes of population movement.    

 Around 1,000 people arrived every week in Banki town from neighbouring Cameroon in April, the military 
reported, and voiced concern that the small border town was being overwhelmed by the influx. UNHCR has 
also expressed worry that Cameroon is forcing back Nigerian refugees despite a March agreement on the 
voluntary return of refugees. Humanitarian organisations are preparing a contingency plan for the possible 
return of around 75,000 Nigerian refugees from Cameroon.       

 The government of the north-eastern Adamawa state announced in March that camps hosting displaced 
people will not be closed until security improves in neighbouring Borno state to allow them to return home. 
Most of the displaced in Adamawa - 147,000 - are from Borno.  

 Around 2.1 million people in north-eastern Nigeria received food assistance in March, up from 1.7 million the 
previous month. However, insufficient funding could force a cut-back, especially of operations to stock up 
supplies in strategic locations ahead of the May - June rainy season when road transport becomes difficult. 

 The first nationwide polio vaccination targeting 1.9 million children under 5 years was launched in late March. 
More than 14,000 volunteers were enlisted for the vaccination drive in Borno.  

 The risk of outbreaks of meningitis, cholera and malaria is high and will increase with the start of the rainy 
season in May. Efforts are ongoing to prevent and control the outbreaks. 

 In Yobe, state Ministry of Health and partners are on high alert and are taking measures to contain 
cerebrospinal meningitis outbreak. The measures include raising public awareness, increased surveillance, 
investigation and case management, improved diagnostic, trainings and vaccination in high risk localities. 

 Only 20 per cent of the $1.05 billion humanitarian assistance budget has been received. Timely funding is 
needed to avert shortfalls that risk disrupting aid operations in the north-east. 
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Cameroon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 More than 1,700 Nigerian refugees had left the Minawao camp for Banki town in neighbouring Nigeria as of 

16 April. UNHCR confirmed that the returns were voluntary. The upcoming farming season, perception of 
improved security in Banki and a reduction in food and water supply in Manawao are driving the returns. 

 UNHCR is in regular contact with community leaders and refugees to ensure the returns from the Minawao 
camp are voluntary. However, cases of forced returns continue to be reported. Between 17 and 23 April, the 
Cameroonian army brought back 280 people to Banki town. 

 The number of people displaced by conflict in the Far North region has risen by about 17 per cent to 204,000, 
according to IOM’s March Displacement Tracking matrix. In January, there were 174,000 IDPs in the region, 
which also hosts more than 94,000 Nigerian refugees, up from around 87,000 at the start of the year. 

 UNHCR has begun the registration of more than 23,000 refugees outside of Minawao camp. The majority are 
in Fotokol, Makary, Waza and Mogode areas.  

 As of 27 April, water supply in Minawao reached 18 litres per person per day. An alert had been issued in late 
March as the supply dropped eight litres per person per day following a reduction in water trucking and 
damage to the water supply system. 

 WFP in March increased food assistance to reach 140,000 IDPs up from 113,000 and expects to reach 70 
per cent of the identified IDP population. In April, the agency introduced an emergency school meals 
programme for 80,000 children in the Boko Haram affected areas. 

 UN missions along the national highway linking Mora and Kousseri towns in the Far North have been 
suspended due to persistent insecurity. Insecurity is also high in Kolofata area of Mayo Sava department. In 
April, humanitarian actors were urged to reduce movements in Kolofata after an increase of cross-border 
attacks. A suicide bomber killed three people in the area on 19 April. There are more than 34,000 IDPs in 
Kolofata. Protection, food, nutrition as well as health assistance are the main humanitarian needs. 
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Chad  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Humanitarian actors have identified 40,000 people, mainly children and women in dire need of humanitarian 
assistance in a recently accessible area in southern Bol in the western Lac region. They are among 130,000 
people who were forced to leave Lake Chad islands in 2015 due to insecurity and military operations. Some 
have returned to the islands to resume farming. Food, nutrition, livelihood support, basic services such as 
school, healthcare and potable water are the main needs. Humanitarian partners are finalising a CERF Rapid 
Response request and advocating for additional donor funding.  

 WFP, FAO and UNICEF are developing livelihoods support for displaced people and host communities in Lac 
region. Food assistance for assets programme, for instance, is ongoing and targets 62,500 people.  

 In March, WFP provided food assistance to 109,000 people, including 46,600 who received cash. Some 
22,000 children from displaced and host communities also received school meals. WFP also piloted the use 
of biometric cards for cash-based food assistance in Lac region for 2,650 displaced people. 

 Distributions of school kits, recreational kits and dignity kits for girls by UNICEF and partners are ongoing. By 
the end of March, more than 58,000 pupils (39 per cent of them girls) had received school kits in 361 schools.  

 Since the start of the year, more than 25,200 conflict-affected people in Lac region have access to potable 
water and basic sanitation facilities. More than 5,300 children were treated for severe acute malnutrition 
between January and March (24 per cent of 22,000 targeted). Internally displaced people in the sites of Kola, 
Kousseri 1, Kousseri Boudouma and Wadradom 1 and 2 gained access to health care and nutrition for the 
first time. Some 14,200 children are receiving education since the beginning of the year (43 per cent of the 
33,000 targeted).  

 For quicker access to internally displaced people, refugees or host populations, the humanitarian community 
has requested a flight connection between the capital N’Djamena and Baga Sola, a town on the shores of 
Lake Chad in the country’s west. Currently, aid agencies land in Bol, the capital of Lac region, then head to 
Baga Sola by road. The UN Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) plans to rehabilitate Baga Sola airstrip, but 
lacks funding. WFP/UNHAS is in contact with various donors to find the needed $1 million. 
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Niger 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 The security situation in south-eastern Niger remains a challenge for humanitarian actors. Ongoing military 

operations by the military and the MNJTF and attacks are restricting humanitarian access to areas around 
Chetimari and Gueskerou.  

 Six Boko Haram attacks were recorded in April, twice as many as in March. And for the second time in a 
month, the gunmen on 9 April attacked Boudoum health centre and stole supplies. A week later, a NGO 
vehicle was shot at.  

 The government estimates that 44,700 people are affected by fodder deficit in the Ngourti and Nguigmi 
departments which have reached a crisis level, according to the March Cadre Harmonisé food security 
analysis. 

 In the first quarter of 2017 food security actors provided support to almost 257,000 people, either through 
direct food distribution or cash transfer in Diffa. Meanwhile, there was a marked improvement in the provision 
of drinking water, with 77,500 people having access to potable water every day.  

 On 19 April, health authorities declared an epidemic of Hepatitis E. On 30 April 2017, 278 cases including 27 
deaths (lethality rate of 9.71 per cent) have been registered. Medical assistance and preventive measures are 
ongoing to curb the disease. Hepatitis E usually resolves itself within weeks, but can occasionally become 
serious and cause death.  

 The third round of the polio vaccination campaign took place from 22- 25 April in Diffa, with over 271,000 
children immunized out of 255,866 targeted, including 41,102 refugee children. 

 On 20 April, the Government, in partnership with UNHCR, announced plans to conduct a biometric census of 
the population in Diffa to facilitate humanitarian response. The census will help improve data on the local 
population, IDPs and refugees. 
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