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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Flooding and prolonged water logging affects 
paddy crop of the current main season 

 Rice prices have stabilized since November 2011 
at higher levels than year ago 

 Food insecurity concerns rise due to the adverse 
impact of  floods, especially in central and southern 
parts of the country 

 

Flooding and prolonged water logging 
affects paddy crop of the current main 
season  

Typhoon Haima struck the northern and central provinces on 
24 June while tropical storm Nock-Ten hit central and 
southern areas on 30 and 31 July, causing severe flooding in 
Xayaboury, Xiengkhuang, Vientiane and Bolikhamxay 
provinces and, according to the Agriculture, Food Security and 
Nutrition report (WFP), destroying at least 7 200 hectares of 
paddy, maize, vegetables, cash crops and fruit trees. In 
addition, a total of 48.3 tonnes of rice seeds and a household 
rice stocks were lost to the floods. Since the beginning of 
September, unusually heavy rains led to severe flooding in the 
Mekong river basin, exacerbating the situation. Reportedly, 
nearly 64 000 hectares of rice fields have been affected since 
the end of June, which represents about 7 percent of the total 
area under paddy.  
 
Although a detailed assessment of the crop losses is not yet 
available, the paddy crop, which is predominantly grown in the 
lowland of the Mekong River basin, will be affected the most. 
Some areas that were affected by floods in June-July were 
replanted.  
 
The provisional FAO aggregate forecast for the 2011 rice 
production has been revised down to 3 million tonnes 
(equivalent to 1.8 million tonnes of milled rice), similar to the 
record  harvest a year before.  The country is expected to 
remain more-or-less self sufficient in rice.  However, some 
120 000 tonnes of maize are likely to be exported during 
2012. 

Rice prices have stabilized since November 
2011 at higher levels than a year ago 
Prices of glutinous rice, the most common variety, in recent 
months have stabilized in most markets of the country, 
although at a much higher level than before their increase that 
reached record levels in October 2010, following the fears of 
low production both nationally and regionally.  

Food insecurity concerns rise due to the 
adverse impact of floods, especially in 
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central and southern parts of the country 
According to the official estimates the recent floods have 
affected some 430 000 people and caused the loss of at least 
30 lives. The expected reduction of cereal harvest due to the 
floods in the affected areas is likely to have a significant 
impact on the population, especially in the central and 
southern regions of the country. Approximately 90 percent of 
the rural population derives their income from the agricultural 
sector. According to the Food and Crop Assessment Mission 
(CFSAM) 2009 report, vulnerability and food insecurity 
continue to be characterized by highly localized small scale 
shocks. The high food prices also raise concerns about 
access to food by low-income sectors of the population. The 
report also estimated the overall food aid requirements for 
2011 at 8 200 tonnes, mostly of rice. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


