
 

 

 

   REDLAC 
         LATIN AMERICA AN THE CARIBBEAN 
         WEEKLY NOTE ON EMERGENCIES 

       

  MAY 30 2016 - YEAR 9 – VOLUME 454                                                 Prepared by:        
 

Drought and Food Insecurity 
CENTRAL AMERICA 

Prolonged dry spells since mid-2014, linked to the El Niño weather 

phenomenon, have battered subsistence farmers in Central America's 

"dry corridor" running through Guatemala, El Salvador and Honduras. 

Poor rainfall has left parched, cracked soil, fields of withered maize and 

bean crops, and empty water wells in these areas. 
 

 
CENTRAL AMERICA: Since 2014, a severe drought affects the dry corridor of Central America. It is 
estimated that 3.5 million people are affected and of these 2.8 million are in need of humanitarian 
assistance for cover their food needs. Photo: Prensa Libre. 

 

FAO reports that some 3.5 million people are struggling to feed 

themselves in Guatemala, El Salvador and Honduras. Of these, 2.8 million 

people rely on food aid to survive.   

In mid-2015, Honduras declared a state of emergency for drought in the 

dry corridor, which is still in effect. "People are and have been selling their 

assets to survive, selling land and seeds, reducing the number of meals a 

day and reducing their amount of protein intake," according to OCHA. 

"Right now the situation is very serious and fragile." 
Source: Thomson Reuters Foundation. 

                                          

Hurricane Season 
ATLANTIC 

The US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) forecasts 

between 10 to 16 tropical storms for the 2016 season, four to eight of which 

could become hurricanes. One to four of those hurricanes could exceed 

category three on the Saffir-Simpson scale, becoming intense hurricanes. In  
  

 

Highlights 
 DROUGHT AND FOOD INSECURITY: 3.5 

million people in Guatemala, Honduras 
and El Salvador are in need of 
humanitarian assistance due to prolonged 
drought affecting the region. 
 

 HURRICANE SEASON: The 2016 Atlantic 
Hurricane Season forecast is between 1 
and 4 intense hurricanes. The season 
begins on 1 June and will run until 30 
November, 2016. 

 

 COSTA RICA: Authorities have allocated 
US$385,000 to assist farmers affected by 
fallen ash from the active Turrialba 
volcano. 

Monitoring 

Zika 
 

 El Niño 

  
 

Numers of the week 

 

2.8 mill 
People in need of 
assistance due to 
drought in Central 
America 

 

1 to 4 
Hurricanes may 
exceed category 3 in 
the 2016 Atlantic 
Hurricane season  

Early Warning 

    
Select an icon to enter the specialized follow-up site for 

emergencies, by its classification. 

 

http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
http://iridl.ldeo.columbia.edu/maproom/IFRC/FIC/
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1239&Itemid=2291&lang=es
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
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This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office 

through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the Sources indicated. 

Activities carried out in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for further information. For input, feedback and 

suggestions send us an email to ocha-rolac@un.org  

                                         

January, “Alex” became a category 1 hurricane. 

“Bonnie”, the second system to form before the start 

of the season, is currently on the east coast of the 

United States, over South Carolina, heading north. 
Source: United States National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration. 

 

Volcanic Activity 
COSTA RICA 

The National Commission of Risk Prevention and 

Emergency Response (CNE) has allocated 211 million 

colones (US$385,000) for the distribution farming 

supplies and equipment, in response to the ash 

spread by Turrialba Volcano. Authorities will repair 

the roads in San Gerardo of Irazu and begin 

distributing supplies for livestock and agricultural 

production. These funds will mitigate the effects of 

falling ash affecting 30 communities near the 

volcano. 
Source: National Commission for Risk Prevention and Emergency 

Response. 

 

El Niño 
BOLIVIA 

Between September 2015 and April 2016, more than 

77,000 families (385,000 people) were affected and 

more than 84,000 hectares of crops destroyed in the 

country as a result of El Niño. Authorities report that 

frost, hailstorms, rains and drought affected 121 

municipalities. Oruro, Cochabamba, La Paz, 

Chuquisaca, Santa Cruz and Tarija are the most 

affected departments. The government allocated 3.5 

million bolivianos (US$495,000) for the emergencies. 
Source: Ministry of Rural Development and Land via El Deber. 

 

 

Earthquake 
ECUADOR 

At the end of March, Ecuadorian insurance 

companies had a capital of US$500 million - however, 

after the 16 April earthquake, 52 per cent of the 

capital will be used to pay for damages. This 

corresponds to $260 million, according to a report by 

the Ecuadorian Federation of Insurance Companies 

(Fedeseg). The federation states that this amount 

may further rise as claims policies continue to arrive. 

One month after the earthquake, 12,771 claims have 

been submitted by 23 insurance companies. 
Source: Ecuadorian Federation of Insurance Companies via La 

Hora. 
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